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Dates to Note
January 4th - School Resumes after Christmas
Break
January 9th - First Reconciliation for Catholic
Students
January 13th - End of Q2
January 18th - No School -Professional
Development Day
January 31st - Catholic Schools Week Begins

Principal's Corner

Brrr... It's cold
Outside

The temperatures have dropped!
Along with coats, hats and mittens,
snow pants and boots are needed to
keep the students warm during their
time outdoors. Unless the
temperature drops below -10F or it is
raining, recess is outdoors. Students
are required to wear the following to
participate in recess.
Winter coat
Winter hat
Winter gloves or mittens
Snow pants
Boots

school office
Physical EducationisThe
open from 7:30

4:00pm
A reminder that students must to
have
- Friday.
appropriate foot wear duringMonday
P.E. class.
All
items
are
donated
Sandals, dress shoes, and crocs are not after
days
considered appropriate footwear.30Every
student is required to have an indoor
pair of tennis shoes that remain in the
building throughout the school year.

COVID-19 Help us stop the spread
If your child is exhibiting symptoms of
illness such as cough, fever, runny nose,
or stomach ache, please keep them home
until they are symptom free for 24 hours.

Kids' Kingdom
Christmas in the classroom
We were busy learning, creating, and
celebrating! Here are a few
highlights:
Patterning & Sorting
Christmas Kitchen Math
Story Recall of Jesus’ birth
Joyful news of new siblings
Making parent gifts
Fine Motor candy canes
Riding a school bus
Friendship Friday fun
Cookie Decorating
“Gingerbread” building

Pre-Kindergarten
Pre-K has been busy and very exciting! We’ve been
having so much fun playing and learning together.
Here are some of the last month’s highlights:
During our unit on hibernating animals, we wore
our pajamas to school.
We had our virtual Christmas program.
To celebrate Christmas, we had a book exchange,
did art projects, Christmas centers, read lots of
stories, and learned about Jesus’ birth.
We had two special visitors: St. Nicholas and
Santa!

Kindergarten
We spent the month on the following activities: advent
wreaths, ornaments, stockings, movies, Christmas
songs, Mass, Friendship Friday, reading, math, social
studies and science. With all of these activities going on
our main focus during this month is what is the
meaning of Christmas. When I asked the kindergarten
students this question these are some of their
responses: Jesus, spending time with family and
friends, love, presents, and making gingerbread houses.

1st Grade
December was a busy
month for the first graders.
Ms. Ova’s class made
Christmas cards for
businesses around town and
Mrs. Schafer’s class colored
114 coloring sheets for the
residents of Eventide! We
wanted to bring a little
Christmas cheer to
everyone. January is an
exciting month because we
start our Fairy Tales unit.
Each student selected a
fairy tale and is making a
poster to help them re-tell it
all while dressed up as one
of the characters. January
will certainly end happily
ever after!

2nd Grade
In 2nd Grade, we have had a world wide
adventure to see how countries around the
world celebrate Christmas. We have learned
about traditions, languages, foods, and customs.
Did you know that in Australia Santa’s sleigh is
pulled by kangaroos? In Mexico, the poinsettia
is called flor de la Nochebuenao flower of the
Holy Night. It was fun to see how all of these
countries celebrate Christ’s birth.
In January, we look forward to receiving the
Sacrament of First Reconciliation. The students
continue to prepare by reflecting and praying
in the St. Joseph’s Chapel daily.

3rd Grade
We have been busy learning about Advent and
getting ready to celebrate the birth of our Lord,
Jesus Christ. We have presented the Nativity
story and learned how to sign the words for
Silent Night. We had a lot of fun as we practiced
our lines and signs to help bring the spirit of
Christmas to everyone. Each day we added
ornaments to the Jesse Tree as we learn about
Jesus’ ancestors. We had our Advent wreath and
Advent calendar up as we count down the days
to the Christmas Season. It is such an exciting
time of year as we remember the Reason for the
Season! We worked hard as we did a book study,
learned about author’s point of view, and
prefix/suffixes. We are also moving forward
with new concepts in math such as comparisons
and multiplication. We are trying to live out the
virtues daily as we continue to learn about a new
one each week. We are putting them into
practice as we become more familiar with the
terms.
We wish all of you a very blessed rest of the
Christmas Season!!

4th Grade
In December, Mrs. Eckroth's fourth grade read the book The Best Christmas Pageant
Ever. We loved reading about a Christmas pageant that didn't go as expected
but truly showed the meaning of Christmas being the birth of Jesus and the Holy
Family's story. We also explored ecosystems in Science and are learning about
the Southeast in Social Studies. We will welcome the New Year by starting
to work on Coding and spend some time having fun with fractured fairy
tales.

5th Grade
The 5th graders have been practicing different math skills these last few
weeks. We will begin talking about different changes and cycles that
occur in ecosystems. We have been celebrating the Advent season
and look forward to the Christmas season.
Social Studies has a focus on the original 13 colonies. We look forward to
being back in 2021.

6th Grade
Advent and preparing our hearts for Jesus' coming was a focus in 6th grade during the
month of December. We talked about the 10 Commandments and translated them into
commandments that dealt specifically with 6th grade issues. This made the 10
Commandments very meaningful for us and helped us prepare for Reconciliation. We
are thankful for the privilege of having these discussions be part of our day in our
classroom. Yay, SJA!
Other highlights of December were science experiments to understand digestion, an
activity to understand the development of early civilization, a webinar about coding that
helped us understand how our classroom robots, Dash and Dot, work, and a poetry unit.
We made cards and artwork to wish the residents at Ave Maria a Merry Christmas.
Every student made and wrapped a gift for their parents; the students did a fantastic job
wrapping and were very excited to take these presents home. Rather than do a gift
exchange within the classroom, we pooled the money we would have spent for that and
donated it to the Angel Tree at the Basilica. December provided a great number of
opportunities for us to see how awesome it feels to focus on giving rather than receiving.
The 6th graders and Mrs. Yatskis wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year!

Student Council
The student council members joined forces with the KC's for their December food drive. In
one week they were able to collect $410.00 (this will be matched by the KC's) and 516 food
items.

Thank you SJA for your support!

