
October       
2020 

DATES TO NOTE 

Oct 3 - HOPE Dinner (Open now through October 3rd) 

 -Auction ends at 10pm 

Oct 5-6 - P/T Conferences (Zoom) 

Oct 7 - Chapel & Altar Consecration Mass  

 -a recording will be provided - Invite only attendance 

Oct 9 - No School (P/T Comp Day) 

Oct 22-23 - No school -Teacher’s Convention 
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BUILDING SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY 

If your child(ren) are 
missing any items please 
come check the lost and 

found.  
 

The school office is open from 7:30am 
to 4:00pm Monday through Friday. 

All items are donated to the Goodwill after 
30 days. 



Families of St. John’s Academy, 
 
It is amazing how fast the month of September has passed by.  As we settle into the school year I continue to be  impressed 
with everyone in our Academy family.  We have a wonderful group of kind, hardworking, polite and grateful students, 
dedicated, diligent teachers and staff who are focused and committed to providing an amazing Christ-centered education 
and parents who have been very patient and understanding with the process of transitioning to a new building and 
navigating the circumstances that COVID-19 has presented.  While there have been some challenges and stress on the 
shoulders of everyone, the way our school family has handled the start of the school year is just another reminder of why 
St. John’s Academy is a special place. 
 
HOPE Dinner:   As we approach the annual HOPE Dinner, I am touched by the efforts 
from parent-volunteers and HOPE Committee members who pour in countless hours, 
hard work and love to ensure a successful HOPE Dinner.  Thank you for all you do!! 
 
Addition: The finishing touches are in process for the school addition.  With each 
touch the school looks even more wonderful.  The interior decorating on St. Joseph’s 
Chapel (named for the order of Sisters of St. Joseph Carondelet, who started the  
Academy) should be complete in time for the Chapel Consecration Mass on 
Wednesday, October 7th.  Bishop Folda will be present on the 7th to bless the school and 
consecrate the Chapel so we can begin use for small Masses, religion lessons and quiet 
times for prayer and reflection.  To say we are anxious to begin using the space is an understatement! 
 
Childcare and Building Security:  Another item that is in process is the installation of the door control, security  
system.  Once in place, all visitors, including childcare families, will need to be admitted to the building prior to entry.  
Childcare families will be able to purchase a $5.00 fob to allow access to the building to drop-off and retrieve your  
Child(ren).  While this does come at an additional cost, it will provide a level of safety to our students that will be a great 
precaution to have in place.  More information to come, when the door system is finalized. 
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences:  As a health precaution we made the decision to conduct our fall Parent-Teacher  
Conferences through Zoom.  Please refer to information provided by your classroom teachers and the school email that 
was sent for information on when and how to join these conferences. 
 
School Happenings:  We are nearing completion of the fall MAP testing.  The students should be commended for  
working through this process and giving their best efforts.  These fall tests provide a baseline for us to measure the  
progress that will take place for the school year and to assist in identifying where additional support could be provided.  
The goal is to see abundant growth and I am excited to watch our students develop throughout the school year. 
 
Finally, thank you once again for entrusting your child(ren) to our staff at the Academy.  We approach our  
responsibilities with humility and pride as we strive to help your child(ren) grow in faith, virtue and academic ability. 
 
 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
 
Jeff Trumbauer 
Principal – St. John’s Academy 

Principals Corner 



1st Grade 
It has been a great first month of school! We are all 
getting used to our new routines and enjoy coming to 
school each day to see our friends. We have started our 
Reading series and we now have Spelling, Reading, and 
Grammar tests every Friday. In Math, we are starting to 
learn our addition facts. In Science, we are learning 
about how animals grow and change. In Social Studies 
we are leaning about communities, leaders, and 
government. We are awaiting the blessing of the chapel 
on October 7th so that we can visit it daily to pray as a 
class and thank God for all of his wonderful gifts. 

Kids’ Kingdom 
Much of the magic of 
early childhood comes 
from allowing for 
moments of unstructured 
play and experiential 
learning. We believe this 
is how children learn. 
This, along with 
thoughtful curriculum for 
school readiness is a fun 
combo we get to be a 
part of in our classroom. 
We are thrilled when kids say, “I played at school.” It 
means we are doing our job of creating hands-on, 
meaningful play activities while providing them with 
social, emotional, physical, and academic learning 
experiences.  
We start each session with ‘Prayer & Pledge,’ which is 
led by that day’s Snack Kid. They also lead us in our 
Chart Work. (This is when we work on eye contact, 
conversing, numbers/math, phonics, and movement 
skills.) During CircleTime we use our “Talking Apple” to 

practice speaking in full 
sentences. This also 
helps us learn to take 
turns and to focus when 
we listen to others. 
We’re learning to take 
care of our belongings 
and our classroom. We 
are using our manners 
and being polite to 
others. We are working 
on eye contact and 
responding to others 

when we are greeted. Together, we are starting to 
remember our first meal prayer, ‘Come Lord Jesus,’ along 
with the ‘Our Father.’ At the snack table we use these 
terms: “yes, please/no, thank you/may I please be 
excused.”  

PreK 
Pre-K is off to an exciting and busy 
start! We’ve been having so much fun 
playing and learning together. Here are 
some of the last month’s highlights: 

• One of our thematic units was 
‘Transportation”.  For center time 
we sorted items by color, created 
vehicles with pattern blocks, 
clipped the correct number, and 
made a roads to drive our cars on. 

• While learning about apples, we 
tasted various apple flavored foods 
(Apple Jacks cereal, apple juice, 
apple flavored candy). 

• To celebrate Jamestown High 
School’s homecoming, we all wore Blue Jay apparel.  

2ND GRADE 
In 2nd grade, we are enjoying learning together!  In 
Religion we are learning about the Word of God and 
how the Bible is God’s word written by humans. In 
Math, we are working on telling time, creating patterns 
with blocks, and addition facts. In Science, we are 
continuing to explore more about plants, and in Social 
Studies we are learning about our government. In 
Reading we are busy finding ways that pets can be 
important friends. Each day we build a closer 
relationship with each other and God. 

KINDERGARTEN 
We have been busy learning how to find 
creative ways to learn and play while 
social distancing and wearing 
masks.  Children are resilient and we see 
this every day in our kindergarten 
classrooms.  We have enjoyed exploring 
our pattern blocks and teddy bear math 
manipulatives.  We learned about Johnny 
Appleseed and made a class graph of our 
favorite color of apple; yellow, green or 
red.  Each week we are learning about a 
new virtue and trying to practice it 
throughout our day.  We have been practicing our 
special prayers and learning about God our Father, Jesus 
our Friend and the Holy Spirit our Helper.    



As a reminder, we ask for a 
minimum of 20 volunteer 
hours per SJA family and 10 
hours per SJA PreK family.   

 
Please submit parent volunteer hours online or 
to Brenda in the office.  Thank you 

 
https://www.stjamesbasilica.org/Volunteer-Hours-Form 

3RD GRADE 

Third grade is such a wonderful age to experience. We've 
been blessed with thoughtful, wonderful, insightful 
conversations about our community (in social studies), 
our Virtues and Faith (in religion), and what revolves 
around the sun (earth: science)! If you ever want to hold 
a conversation with a third grader; you will get honesty, 
integrity, and a dose of reality, all beautifully balanced 
with a view into their virtue of Charity (They know 
HOW to show love, be love, and act in love!). We've hit 
the ground running in our classrooms, our students have 
been resilient in practicing new technologies, and we've 
learned that everybody is teacher, and everybody is a 
learner! Here's to a great month to aim to be a saint!  

5TH GRADE  

In math we are working on different properties of 
numbers as well as the relationship between division and 
multiplication.  In science we are studying different kinds 
of vertebrates and invertebrates.  We are learning about 
different cultures in social studies and how these cultures 
lived.   In reading we are working on cause and effect, 
idioms, and conjunctions and semi-colons for grammar.  
We continue working hard and learning about our virtues 
each week!  We have enjoyed Fr. Kuhn coming in and 
teaching us about the Bible timeline.  We look forward to 
learning more in October. 

4th  GRADE 
We have been busy learning about cells and the United 
States in 4th grade. We are continuing to practice our 
math facts and look for text evidence as we read. We 
are making great progress already this year! As we head 
into the month of October, we will be starting our 
Saints project. We will research a Saint of each student 
choice and create a costume to represent that individual. 
It is an exciting time and we are happy to keep the 
tradition going this year.  

6TH GRADE  

The 6th graders are settling into the routine 
of the year.  Our days fly by!  We have 
had a lot of fun in science doing 
experiments that have helped us 
understand the scientific method and 
radiation/convection/conduction.  Our 
solar ovens not only helped us learn about 
this, but we also saw how science can 
help us make delicious treats.  We are 
thankful to be together and for all the 
learning it allows us to do, but most of all 
we are thankful for the ability to pray 
together and develop our relationship with 
Christ. We are creating lifelong habits of 
prayer and see how Jesus is a part of 
every moment of our day.   






