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HOPE Dinner and Auction 2014 - Diamonds Are Forever

The Spirit of Giving!

The 23rd Annual HOPE Dinner and Auction was an
enjoyable evening spent with friends, family and alumni of
Saint John’s Academy. The HOPE committee as well as
the students and staff of Saint John’s Academy want to
extend a heartfelt thank you and sincere appreciation for
making this event the most successful HOPE Dinner and
Auction to date. To all of our sponsors: THANK YOU for
your support this year and in all of the years past. You are
a huge reason this night is as successful as it was. With
money raised totaling over $110,000, we know the event
wouldn’t have been as successful as it was without so
many supporters. This was truly a night to remember for
all of those involved.
Volunteers put in many many hours in the months,
weeks and days leading up to this great event to transform
the Zebedee center into the Casino Royale suitable for the
one and only James Bond. Detailed backdrops were provided once again by Newman Signs and Country Gardens
Floral and Greenhouse made our tables absolutely gor-

geous with their beautifully designed centerpieces.
Entertainment was provided by our very own 2nd Graders
singing “Diamonds are a Girl’s Best Friend” and “Skyfall.”
Under the direction of Julie Sprague and Marlys Fix our
guests were once again treated to an amazing performance.
During our evening at the ‘Casino Royale,’ our guests
were treated to a delicious dinner provided by Aramark
Catering of the University of Jamestown. Our meal consisted of beef tenderloin, potatoes, cooked carrots and an
amazingly decadent chocolate cake for dessert. Our meal
was once again served by our wonderful parent volunteers
as well as the University of Jamestown Men’s Baseball
team.
Following dinner, an evening of exciting bidding was
underway. Our Master of Ceremonies John Yatskis once
again entertained our crowd with wittiness and comedy.
Once again, our amazing auctioneers of “More from Orr”
Auction service donated their time and talent. For twentythree years they have been so generous in their support of

our school and church. We are extremely grateful for all
they have done and continue at this wonderful event.
Just a few of our exciting items that were auction off
were a personalized Saint John’s Academy pub table, a
juke box, many jewelry items, assorted baskets from many
generous sponsors, a coach purse, a night of entertainment
with Dave and Lisa Barnick, ‘Hooky with Principal Wiest,’
Night at the Library with Mrs. Shannon, and our ever popular Men in Black dinner. We once again did a raffle
drawing for a stunning diamond ring to emphasize that diamonds truly are a girl’s best friend!!
Some of the items that bring the highest bids are the student class projects, made and donated by the parents and
students of Saint John’s Academy. This year’s projects
include: a beautiful hand printed planter and bench, a
handcrafted tent, a wood pallet converted into a hand
painted American Flag, and a book case full of books.

After a full night of entertainment the Elks Club of
Jamestown hosted our “Mission Accomplished” event. It
was another great time of entertainment and laughter complete with food and music. A HUGE ‘THANK YOU’ to the
Elks Club and the Elkette’s for putting on such a great
event for us!
On behalf of the administration, staff and students at St.
John’s Academy, a sincere thank you to all the committee
members, chair Erin Romans, sponsors, auction donors,
and participants of this year’s dinner for your financial and
moral support to our school! We would especially like to
thank all the parents who generously gave of their time and
talents in making
the class projects
and to the people
who help with
HOPE to make it
grow every year. We
are truly blessed
because of YOU!

Mark your calendar for Saturday,
October 4, 2014 for St. John’s
Academy’s 24th Annual HOPE Dinner
& Auction. If you are interested in
donating a special item or your SJA class
would like to sponsor a trip for our auction, please call Peggy at 701-252-2434 or
email at development@csicable.net.

LIvE AuctIOn ItEMS
Hooky with Principal Wiest
Carson and Tate Orr had won hooky with the principal at
HOPE. They could pick 2 friends so Kobe Moser and
Cody Lange got to go on the hooky with Principal Day.
We began the afternoon by eating at Dominos, bowled and
then had ice cream at DQ.

Ride to School in Fire truck
Easton & Vaughn Romsdal were the lucky winners of the
ride to school in the Jamestown Rural Fire Departments fire
truck. Vaughn had a big smile as he had the chance to hold
the hose and spray the water from the giant water hose!

tHAnk YOu HOPE SPOnSORS 2013
St. John’s Academy and the HOPE Dinner Committee sincerely THANK all Sponsors for their support of this event.
Their generosity helps over 250 young students at St. John’s Academy.
SAIntS- $ 1,250
Gravel Products, Inc. (6)
Knights of Columbus Council #1883
(18)
Skin Care Doctors, P.A. - Dr. Michael
Ebertz (8)
The Horgan Family (1)
Jamestown Implement (9)
Mark & Melanie Anderson (2)
Mike & Heidi Williams (2)
Williams-Lisko Funeral Chapel (13)
AnGELS- $ 1,000
Jason & Meghan Braun (4)
Kirk & Janet Lanterman (3)
Don & Velma Yatskis (6)
Michael & Marilyn Smyth (14)
More From Orr Auction Service (23)
RTS Shearing Pam & Tyler
Szarkowski (2)

PAtROnS- $ 750
Agri-Cover, Inc. (5)
Don Wilhelm, Inc. (21)
Northwest Tire (5)
Titan Machinery (9)
Unison Bank (22)
Farmers Union Insurance (4)
Midwest Industrial X-Ray, Inc. (4)
Dr. William & Theresa McMillan (13)
FRIEnDS- $ 600
Buffalo City Rotisserie Grille (3)
Butler Machinery Company (16)
Cavendish Farms (12)
Central Sales (5)
Dick Carpenter (1)
Elks Lodge #995 (17)
First Community Credit Union (21)
Harty Insurance Inc. (5)

Haut Funeral Home Roger & Gary
Haut (2)
Heinrich and Company (17)
Judy L. Kulla (8)
Dale & Cheryl Lende (19)
Liechty Homes, Inc. (17)
Linden Court Apts. Reuben & Clarice
Liechty (18)
The Jamestown Sun (6)
The Medicine Shoppe (15)
Newman Signs (3)
Ottertail Power Company (3)
Reuben Liechty Realtors (4)
Schauer & Associates (3)
Scherbenske & Son, Inc. (20)
Sjostrom Ag Service, Inc. (1)
Two Rivers Printing (14)
US Bank – Jamestown (20)
Terry & Janice Wanzek (8)
Wells Fargo (21)

(*The number in parentheses represents the number of years the business/individual has been a HOPE Dinner sponsor.)

Mrs. Hanson Retiring After 29 Years At St. John’s Academy
When Pam Hanson was offered the job at St. John’s
Academy 29 years ago, she was a little nervous since she
was Lutheran. So she decided to visit with her pastor about
the opportunity and he told her what a wonderful experience you will have as you will grow stronger in your faith
every day! What a gift!
One memory of Mrs. Hanson is the preparation of her
kindergartners class to take part in the mass with the 3
Irish priests which was held in the chapel of the convent.
Mrs. Hanson said “what a gift it is for our students to have
the opportunity to read the Word of God at the mass.” “St.
John’s Academy is a place where the beatitudes are taught
and lived out.” She will miss the dedication and friendship
of the teachers and most of all the families and all their
great support. Pam and Terry 2 sons had the opportunity
to attend St. John’s Academy also!
I have thoroughly enjoyed working with Pam during my
4 years as principal. She has been very instrumental with
the development and implementation of so many programs
at SJA, especially our early
childhood programs. Without
a doubt she
built a strong
foundation and
was such a positive influence
for so many
young children.
She cares very

deeply about her students (present and past) and wants the
best for them. She has touched the hearts of many students
through the years and I can confidently say she has given
them her best each day. She also was very involved in the
recruitment process of St. John’s Academy!
All of us at St. John’s Academy will miss her dearly. I
am excited for her and Terry as they enjoy spending more
time together and with their family. St. John’s Academy
was fortunate to have such a dedicated and committed
teacher.
Principal Mark Wiest
Quotes from SJA teachers
She has developed a sound kindergarten program and
was instrumental in starting the pre-kindergarten program.
I was always amazed at how those kindergarteners could
read!
Pam was one of the first people that approached me and
gave me a hug my first days at St. John’s Academy. That
gesture made me feel like I was at home. Pam is the type
of person that can bring humor and honesty to the table,
along with intelligence and sincerity. Pam’s love and talent
for her profession will be felt far into the future and it is
amazing and unfathomable to imagine how many lives she
has positively impacted. She will be missed greatly here at
SJA!
Blessings to you Mrs. Hanson on your retirement!
Remember to stop in and visit us at St. John’s
Academy!

Principal’s Corner
What an exciting school year
we have had at St. John’s
Academy! It’s hard to believe I
am close to wrapping up my
fourth year as principal. Each
day I feel so blessed to be a part
of such a wonderful school and
work with outstanding people. I
am enjoying my time working
with Father Al Bitz, my staff of
teachers and everyone else
associated with St. John’s
Academy and St. James
Mark Wiest
Basilica. I am proud to be a part
of the best elementary school in our community. It has also
been my privilege to work with the Faith Formation office
daily as they continue to provide so much to our children.
There are many reasons that make my job enjoyable,
and at the top of the list are our students. We have some of
the most caring and respectful students and they are a
delight to be around daily. Our overall enrollment numbers
continue to prosper and grow and our registration numbers
for 2013-14 look excellent. Currently in grades Pre-K
through 6 we have 208 students. We also have 47 students
enrolled in the Kids Kingdom program for a total of 255
students. We are so happy to have so many families attending our school and appreciate all the support we get from
our community.
As I mentioned in the fall Eagle, we have 15 teachers
with experience in the classroom ranging from 1 year to 33
years. Marlys Fix is also in her first year serving as halftime IT Coordinator. She has done a wonderful job with
our teachers and helping them utilize technology in the
classroom. We are also in the process of revamping our
computer lab with new computers and looking at adding
iPads/tablets in each classroom. If you have interest in
helping fund our technology upgrade, please contact me at
your convenience.
Our ChildCare program, in its third year has grown larger than we anticipated. We had approximately 40 children
attend last summer and have had 72 children utilize our
ChildCare services during the school year. Robin Kramlich
and Renee Luhman have done an outstanding job with the
program as they provide an important service to our families.
As I mentioned, it has been a very exciting year. The
23rd Annual HOPE (Help Offer Private Education) Dinner
and Auction, “Diamonds are Forever,” had an outstanding
night and helped the school raise over $100,000. It was a
memorable night for all who attended and we are already
preparing for the 24th Annual set for October 4, 2014.
Please reserve the date on your calendar.
The students and staff once again enjoyed the Catholic
Schools Week celebration, January 26-January 31. Our
theme this year was Catholic Schools, Communities of
Faith, Knowledge and Service. We had many events and
celebrations throughout the week. The students enjoy this

week so much and the events that take place during the
week provide them with so many memories and experiences that they’ll never forget.
We recently received the North Dakota State Assessment
scores. Again, we scored significantly higher than the ND
state average and national average. This is a result of the
dedicated staff that is fully committed to the children at St.
John’s Academy. Please thank our teachers and staff when
you have a chance to do so.
For any alumni thinking about ways to donate to the
school, please feel free to call Peggy Etzold at 701-2520119 or myself at 701-252-3397.
Like always, please feel free to stop by anytime to say
hello and visit. As we head into the summer, please keep
SJA in your thoughts and prayers. I look forward to my
future years with St. John’s Academy. It’s a wonderful
place for all the families and we can all be proud to be a
part of this great family.
God Bless,
Principal Mark Wiest

Development Corner
Leaving a Legacy- A Sharing
of God’s Blessings
Spring is upon us and with that
comes a chance for renewal. This
season brings us such hope, as we
celebrate the resurrection of Our
Lord, Jesus Christ. We also see the
cold days of winter replaced with
the warm breezes of spring and the
promise of rebirth. It is a magical
Peggy Etzold
time as we awaken from our own
St. John’s Academy/
hibernation, welcoming the chirpSt. James Basilica
ing birds, the green grass, and the
lovely flowers that begin to blossom. It is a time of optimism and joy. This feeling of joy gives us a chance to
reflect on all our blessings in our life. Perhaps it is an ideal
time to think about making a planned gift to your beloved
Catholic school foundation (FACE) and St. James Basilica.
Making a planned gift can be made during your life-time
or deferred until after your passing. This gift could come in
the form of a charitable gift annuity, a life insurance policy,
real estate, gift from your retirement account or a bequest
in your will. Your will serves as final testimony of your
faith-journey in life. We exercise a spiritual privilege when
we plan and write a will. So when you feel the sun shining
down upon you this spring, allow yourself a moment to
think of the legacy you wish to leave behind.
God Bless you always!
Peggy Etzold

Father Bitz Retires
As Father Bitz informed the staff a few weeks ago that
he was retiring, I was immediately struck with sadness and
denial that Father Bitz was really saying the words “retirement.” I was not angry or mad, but simply sad that my
time of working with Father Bitz was coming to end much
sooner than I had anticipated.
There are not many people who can say they had a great
relationship with their boss or supervisor, but that was definitely not the case for me. Every day I thanked God for
giving me the opportunity to work at St. John’s Academy
and to have Father Bitz by my side. Father took a chance
on me four years ago and gave me the opportunity to be
the principal at the best elementary school in Jamestown.
He believed in me and had so much confidence in my abilities, especially when I doubted or questioned myself.
Whenever I needed guidance, advice, or simply needed
someone to talk to as a friend, he was always there and no
matter what, I always left his office feeling uplifted.
After having some time to reflect on everything Father
Bitz has done for the Basilica, St. John’s Academy, and the
entire community, I can only smile and be happy for him.
Father is at peace with his decision and I know he’s happy
and looking forward to retirement. I’m extremely happy
for him also, but still sad that I won’t have the opportunity
to work side-by-side with the person I respect more than
anyone. Not only am I losing Father Bitz, my boss, but
more importantly I won’t have the opportunity to see my

friend each day.
All of us at SJA want to wish Father Bitz the best in his
retirement and stop by anytime to say hello.
God Bless,
Principal Mark Wiest

Father Bitz and 6th graders

“We Believe As Mary Hill Did” St. John’s Academy Annual Fund
Growing Giving Hearts One Person, One Gift at a Time
Please consider sharing a gift to help us succeed in our annual fund goal of $40,000 at St. John’s Academy.
We are so close as our total today is $36,324.50. Your personal donation is a powerful expression of your
faith, vision, and generosity. St John’s Academy students, together with dedicated teachers and staff, continuously make our community and world better with their good works, achievements, and faith. We know
that we can count on you to make a commitment to help us sustain this proud tradition of our Academy. A
gift can be made until June 30, 2014 for this fiscal year.

2013-2014 AnnuAL FunD GIFt cARD
_______ Saint’s Club

($1,500 or more)

_______ Merit Club

($250-$499)

_______ Principal’s Club

($1,000-$1,499)

_______ Century Club

($100-$249)

_______ Sponsor’s Club

($500-$999)

_______ Academy Club

($1-$99)

_______ Memorial for: ______________________________________________________________________________
_______ In Honor of:________________________________________________________________________________
_______ Interested in Estate Planning
Name (as you wish to be acknowledged): ________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Checks should be made payable to St. John’s Academy and mailed to 215 - 5th Street Se, Jamestown, nD 58401
Your gift is tax deductible in the manner and to the extent of the law.

www.stjamesbasilica.org/stjohn/

St. John’s Academy Alumni Corner
ARIAnA BARnIck
Running for a Reason
By Kim Malakowsky
On January 19, 2014 Ariana Barnick crossed the finish
line accomplishing her goal of completing the PF Changs
Rock’n’Roll Marathon in in 4:12:49. Behind the scenes
Ariana accomplished even more.
It all started in 5th grade when Mrs. Stoller, teacher at
assigned her class the task of writing a speech for the
annual Modern Woodsmen of America speech competition.
Choosing a fitting person for the topic “Someone You
Look Up To”, was an easy task. Ariana often listened to
her dad read stories about a Priest named Father Jack who
was helping the poor in a far-away place in . Ariana knew
this was a good subject. She dug deep, did her research,
wrote the speech and yes, won first place in the competition.
While young Ariana researched the mission, she connected with the faces of children halfway around the globe,
children just like
her—5th graders.
But what stayed
with her long
after the speech
was given, were
the thoughts that
those children
didn’t have the
luxuries she
enjoyed at home.
Images of meager
homes without
beds or running
water and often
without food
remained. The
selflessness of
those who gave
their lives to serve
others made a deep impression.
Years later, in the summer of 2013, Ariana’s mom, Lisa
and youngest sister, Alyssa made the journey to . Unable to
go with, Ariana decided to get involved in her own way.
With a new found love for running and the desire to
accomplish her first-ever marathon, Ariana’s idea of
“Running for a Reason 2014” was born. She created a
website, then engaged family and friends through facebook, twitter, emails, and word of mouth. Back in mom
and dad were instrumental in helping spread the word too.
Lisa (mom) encouraged her employer, The Jamestown
Sun, to run a story on Ariana’s endeavor and Ariana was
off and running!
“I’m thankful to all the people who made it successful,
helping and supporting me and especially to mom, dad,
and my sister for being there to watch me” says Ariana.
Over $2200 was raised by this once 5th grader with a
heart for other children in another land. We’re grateful for
Ariana’s passion for others and her ability to put it into

action. We think there will be some happy 5th graders in
when they too have the means to follow their hearts with a
reason of their own.
To learn more about Friends of visit our website at
www.friendsofchimbote.org.

PAIGE PEtERSOn - MISS BASkEtBALL
Paige Peterson SJA
class of 2008 (6th) –
Paige was a runaway winner of the award, presented
annually to the best senior
in the state in voting by the
North Dakota Associated
Press Sportcasters and
Sportwriters Association.
Peterson, a traditional 6
foot 1 center whose
strength was her inside
play, received 12 first-place
votes and 80 points in the
voting. The award was presented to her at the end of
the Class B state girls’ basketball tournament in
March. Congratulations
Paige!
Paige’s future plans are
to play college ball at Augustana (SD). She will major in
exercise science and physical therapy. Paige said “basketball has always been a family affair. My dad coached my
younger brother’s traveling basketball team, my traveling
BB team and my younger sister Courtney’s traveling BB
team. My goal this past summer was to be the best basketball player I could be which meant I had to get stronger, so
every morning I committed to strength conditioning which
helped me gain the strength to play down low and
rebound.” Paige led the West Region in scoring (19.2)
and rebounding (14.2). Paige had 21 double-doubles in 24
games while leading the Blue Jays to their second straight
Class A state tournament.
Paige’s mother, Polly has been instrumental over the
years with helping out with the Academy’s school budget,
being a part of the hiring committee for teachers and has
been on the school board. All three of Polly and Darin’s
children attended the Academy! Truly a family affair!

Darin, Polly, Courtney, Paige and Andrew Peterson

ALEx LOOYSEn
Alex
Looysen
class of
2004 (6th
grade) – “I
am currently
in my last
semester at
the
University of
Jamestown. I
will graduate
in May with
a bachelor’s
degree in
Biology. I plan on attending optometry school in the near
future. During the past legislative session I learned a lot! I
am looking forward to the upcoming session starting in
January. Currently, I am on two interim committees:
Human Services and Healthcare Review. We continue to
work towards solutions for the various issues facing North
Dakotans. I am thankful for the opportunity to speak to the
students of SJA! I had a blast!”

ALExIS BARnIck
Alexis Barnick class of 2003 (6th grade) – Alexis
graduated from University of Jamestown in music education in 2013 and has been subbing in the public schools

and St. John’s
Academy. Alexis
also gives private
lessons in singing,
piano and guitar. She
also had an amazing
experience in 2011
when Alexis was chosen to be a contestant
on American Idol.
She made it to
Hollywood and was
in the top 300! Great job Alexis!
Alexis sang with our 2nd graders at the 10:30 am
Eucharist as we kicked off Catholic Schools Week. What a
gift it was to have Alexis singing with our 2nd graders.
“I loved being back at my alma mater to speak to the SJA
students and sing a couple songs for them. We even
played and sang the cup song…..it was so much FUN! My
future plans
are to get a
full time
music
teaching job
and continue to offer
private
lessons for
singing,
piano and
Alexis and SJA students singing and playing
guitar.”
“Cup Song”.

SJA Planning Upgrades In Technology
We also want to equip all classrooms with 3
iPads/tablets to replace their current desktop computers.
These computers are currently used for Accelerated Reader
and other reading/spelling/math programs and other assignments. We would also like all teachers and specialists to
have an iPad/tablet which can be used in their classes and
for professional development training.
Last, we would like to address our computer lab by
replacing all 24 desktop computers with new desktops.
If you have any interest in helping us fund this project
please contact Principal Mark Wiest or Peggy Etzold. We
greatly appreciate your support.
Beginning this spring/summer, SJA will begin to
upgrade its technology throughout the school. All of us at
St. John’s Academy are excited about the potential
upgrades that we are considering in technology. We feel
our future plans for technology will continue to help us
grow and excel academically.
Our long range goal is to become an iPad/tablet school
which would give each of our students in grades K-6 an
iPad/tablet. Our short term goal for 2014-15 school year is
to have two to three classrooms do a pilot program which
would give each student in those classrooms an iPad/tablet.
We would also like to have two iPad/tablet carts equipped
with 18 iPads/tablets on each cart which can be moved
from room to room.

Sixth graders Katherine Horgan and Kenzie Carlson work
together to refine their online searching skills.

Mrs. Fox First Grade Eucharist
“today we are alive. We are together. Who knows what
tomorrow will bring?”
Mrs. Fox 1st graders sang and worshiped with much joy and
praise.
TODAY is the day to hear God’s voice.
TODAY is the day to joyfully sing our psalms.
TODAY is the day to bow down in worship.
Who knows if we will see tomorrow!
tODAY, live as if this is the only moment you have.

In Memoriam 2012-2014
St. John’s Academy remembers our alumni, friends and family in loving prayer. We apologize for any omissions.

Delores Jane (Mayer) Johnson 75
died March 16, 2012- St John’s
Academy Alumni
Tom Boehm died May 17, 2012 St. John’s Academy Class of
1968
Gardyce (Reck) Brezden died Jan.
16, 2013 - St. John’s Academy
Class of 1945
Marguerite Schielke-Hall died July 12, 2013 St. John’s
Academy Class of 1942
George Schaadt died Sept. 7, 2013 – St. John’s
Academy Class of 1943
Donald Frederick 93, died Oct. 16, 2013 - St. John’s
Academy Alumni parent
Virginia (Jean) Szarkowski 86, died November 4, 2013St. John’s Academy Class of 1945

Patty Gilronan Jangdourek died December 19, 2013 –
St. John’s Academy Class of 1952
Rogene Hamm Greer died December 27, 2013 St.
John’s Academy Class of 1952
Bernard Wagner 88, died Jan. 1, 2014 St. John’s
Academy Class of 1944
Ruth McKay 72, died Feb. 4, 2014 St. John’s Academy
Alumni Parent
Mary Jean (Lorig) Willman 97, died Feb. 5, 2014 –
Attended St. John’s Academy
John Szarkowski died March 7, 2014 – St. John’s
Academy Class of 1946
Bernie Wojick 68, died March 20, 2014 – Friend of St.
John’s Academy
Judy Frederick died April 13, 2014 – Cafeteria supervisor at SJA for many years
Donald Boyle 90, died April 25, 2014 – Friend of St.
John’s Academy

Media Center
“When I look back, I am so impressed again with the
life-giving power of literature. If I were a young person
today, trying to gain a sense of myself in the world, I
would do that again by reading, just as I did when I
was young.”
-Maya Angelou
Our library is indeed filled with readers learning about
themselves and their world through literature. Along with
readers, our library is filled with creators. Creating stories,
glogs, blogs, cards, posters, PowerPoint presentations,
Prezis, research, and so much more. As our world
embraces more and more technology, so do libraries. “It
used to be that we (libraries) would just provide
resources,” says American Library Association president
Barbara Stripling. “Now we nurture creativity and learning. There’s a greater need for librarians to be educators.”
Our library at SJA is educating each student. Along with
valuable reading materials and a love of literacy, the
library is educating students about technology. Libraries
are no longer the source of information; students can
access huge amounts of information from almost anywhere. But what then? Our students need help weeding and
reading through this information. Working with teachers, I
have strived to help our students find, select, use, and cite
online information.
In our library, all students are learning about Digital
Citizenship. How do we behave online? What information
is okay to share and why? How can we create safe passwords? What does cyberbullying look like? How do I stop
it? How can I search online efficiently and effectively?
What sites are safe to visit? What do I do if I feel uncomfortable online? These are all questions SJA’s students are
considering and learning about as they learn how to navigate more effectively in this digital age.
We appreciate your support in all its forms. A special
thank you to Cecelia Collins and Meggen Henke who volunteer so faithfully in our library. Please feel free to stop
into our library or contact me at any time to donate to our
library, drop-off gently-used books, to offer book/web site
suggestions, or just to chat!
Carmen Shannon
Library Media Specialist
St. John’s Academy

Third graders Teagan Bosche
and Skylar Seckerson work
together exploring online
atlases and almanacs.

Fifth graders working on Digital
Citizenship skills.

Christmas Pageant - Music Teacher Mrs. Sprague
The 2013 St. John’s Academy Christmas Pageant was
held on December 9th, at St. James Basilica. It was titled
”Carriers of the Light”. This creative pageant is inspired
by scriptural passages focusing on Jesus as the Light of
Salvation. It celebrates the passing of God’s Light from
Mary to Joseph to the animals in the manger, from the
shepherds in the countryside to the wise men in the east.
This inspiring pageant concludes with all students becoming Carriers of the Light, by singing This Little Light of
Mine, I’m Gonna Let it Shine. It was a wonderful evening
with students, parents, grandparents, family members and
friends in attendance.

Reading Extravaganza - February 28, 2014
Through a grant from PBS, the PTO and Library organized a reading night for our SJA community. Families came together
to enjoy stories from the children’s librarian at the Alfred Dickey Library, Jennifeer Senger and stories from Professor Dina
Laskowski and two college students from the University of Jamestown. Other activities included digital storytelling with Mrs.
Fix, reading-in-the-dark with flashlights, and creating original stories with Mrs. Vainonen. We also had a very special visitor,
WordGirl, a character from one of PBS’s shows was there all evening to entertain. The special evening ended with a snack and
a book for all participants. The evening was very chilly outside, but inside our building was full of laughter and creativity.
Thank you to all SJA staff and the PTO for their assistance and encouragement!

Kamden Herzig

Ms. Jennifer, the children’s librarian at Alfred Dickey library, sharing
songs and stories.

Erin Henke

Social Networking at SJA

Mr. Wiest

Kids creating digital stories in the
computer lab.

Professor Dina Laskowski and two students from the
University of Jamestown.

PTO News
The weather caused a
complication to our
Catholic Schools Week
kick-off, as the carnival
needed to be postponed. When the carnival postponement date
arrived, the kids had a
blast and the parents went home feeling deaf from hearing
all the children yelling in excitement. The Catholic United
Financial Raffle was a success this year… we made $6200
for the school! There was even a raffle winner from
Jamestown. Hopefully next year there will be more winners or even someone winning one of the top three prizes
like the car or vacation.
Our excellent Librarian, Mrs. Shannon, organized a

PTO-sponsored Reading Night. WordGirl, a PBS television
star, even made an appearance. This was a fun evening and
we hope to make it a tradition.
We are making plans to honor our teachers and staff at a
luncheon in May. St. John’s Academy is blessed with some
of the finest teachers and staff anywhere and we enjoy taking an opportunity to show them our appreciation.
All of these fun events take many hands to work. Thank
you to everyone who has volunteered! Without you we
wouldn’t be able to offer these events to our children. If
you are available to help with any of these events, and you
want to have a lot of fun completing your hours, get in
touch with anyone on the PTO board, it’ll be the most
rewarding hours you will do with your child.
PTO Board

Friendship Friday Program
Friendship Friday is a special curriculum designed, and
organized, by St. John’s Academy’s Child Care, Kids’
Kingdom Preschool, Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten
staff. Working together, they plan for a different theme one
Friday a month for the entire school year.
Students enrolled in these Early Childhood Programs
begin each Friendship Friday in the gym with music and
movement before dividing into mixed groups. They are
able to explore different aspects of the topic as they move
to each of the participating classrooms.
By the end of each Friendship Friday the students have
used their gross/fine motor skills, covered math and language concepts, participated in music and movement, and
spent active time with other children in SJA’s Early
Childhood Programs.
This year’s topics included: The 5 Senses, Construction,
Nursery Rhymes, Christmas Caroling, Under the Sea,
Nocturnal Animals, a Hop-a-Thon for the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society, an Art Show, and outdoor Olympics.

FACE - St. John’s Academy Endowment Fund
Greetings from the Foundation for Advancement of
Christian Education (FACE), St. John’s Academy endowment
fund. The children are looking forward to another fun filled
summer. The adults are looking forward to months of no
“wind chill warnings.” It was a long and very cold winter!
2014 marks FACE’s 38th year of providing for the longterm financial stability of as well as ensuring that all area children have the opportunity to receive a Catholic Christian education. The Board of Directors is busy planning our “100 by
40” campaign: the goal is to send at least $100,000 annually, by FACE’s 4oth year in 2016. The Board of Directors are
currently solicitating donations for the campaign.
We are nearing our annual gift goal. At FACE’s annual
meeting this past March, the 2014-15 school year annual gift
to FACE was announced at over $94,000. This represents
nearly a 16% increase from the 2013-14 school year gift.
Since 2009, the annual gift to FACE has increased more
than 50%.
Also at the annual meeting, the following FACE Board
members were re-elected for three year terms: Joan Morris,
James Ukestad, John Yatskis, David Barnick and Brenda
Kirkeby.

In January, FACE served BBQ’s at St. John’s Academy’s
Carnival. The Carnival is a traditional event that marks the
beginning of Catholic Schools Week. Once again, FACE’s
BBQ’s sold out at this event. Thank you to all of our supporters!
In February, FACE’s fund raiser, “POKER FACE
was held at the Knights of Columbus Hall and featured a
silent auction, Bingo, Spin the Wheel, Black Jack and poker.
It was a fun and casual evening. A special “thank you” to the
Knights of Columbus for their invaluable assistance in organizing this event.
In February, FACE hosted a Sunday breakfast, serving
our “FACE Bake” egg bake, ham and all the fixings.
April not only brought a blizzard, but also FACE preparations for their semi-annual newsletter. If you have not
received copies of our newsletters, please email Meggen at
FACE@facelegacy.org or call 701-252-1178 to get on our
mailing list. We would love for you to read more about our
FACE activities!
Please check out our website: www.facelegacy.org for
more information and updates about FACE. And, to our
wonderful donors, thank you for your support. At FACE, we
are truly, “securing the future of.”

Catholic Schools Week
Theme “Communities of Faith, Knowledge & Service”
Catholic Schools Week is a time to give THANKS for the gift of our
Catholic Christian education! We start the week with celebrating the gifts of
our students as they participate in the Eucharist.
We have a week filled week starting with our highlight of our alumni
guests Alex Looysen and Alexis Barnick. They shared their journey with us
and shared how their time at St. John’s Academy has given them a strong
faith foundation. What a joy it was to hear their stories and their dreams.
Alexis shared her gift of music with us and Alex shared his journey of being
a North Dakota Representative.
Bishop Folda with 3rd grade class
Pennies for Patients was the kickoff on Monday morning raising over
$1,300. Sharing the gift of helping children with Leukemia!
Our donations will help children who are fighting blood cancers in
Minnesota, South Dakota, and North Dakota.
Friday events are a fun filled as our 6th graders have a basketball game
and Minute to Win it contest. This year MC was Fr. Sean Mulligan…as he
shares his gift of fun and laughter with all!

Sixth graders

PEnnIES FOR PAtIEntS
Alex Looysen

Alex Looysen and Alexis Barnick with sixth
graders

Alexis speaking to SJA

Principal Wiest

Co-Chairs Laurie Witzig & Jill Mahoney
congratulations to our SJA school family!
together, grades 1-6 raised more than $1,300 in a
single week! Over the eight years SJA has participated in Pennies for Patients, our school has
donated over $15,000! Our donations to the
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society help children
who are fighting blood cancers in Minnesota,
South Dakota, and north Dakota.
We would like to thank:
SJA students and families for their generosity
SJA students who volunteered for morning
announcements/Pep Rally
SJA staff for their time, effort, and enthusiasm.
Unison Bank for volunteering to count donations
again this year!
The Lind’s and McDonald’s
Taco Bell
Wal-Mart

Dr. Seuss Day

Brothers, Luke (4th) and Eric (Kids K)
Sisters, Sophia (Kids K) and Isabelle
(5th)

Kids K Layla reads to 5th grader Leeah

A group presents their observations to the class

Dr. Seuss day

The class is entertained by another group’s list of
adjectives

Mrs. Mahoney checks in with a group of 6th
grade girls during a language lesson

Mrs. Witzig gives a group of 6th
graders some direction during a
Seuss langauge lesson

Classrooom Happenings
MRS. MAHOnEY AnD MRS. WItZIG’S
kIDS kInGDOM nEWS
Kids’ Kingdom spent some of the winter
answering phones and caring for teddies in our
Bear Care Clinic. Using their diagnostic expertise, by
administering frequent Teddy Wellness Check-Ups, each
B.D. (Bear
Doctor) has
shown great
empathy and
attention to
their
patients.
Much care
was given to
Madelyn and Maddie
work together to reprothose who
duce a blueprint in 3D
Christian Builds A
entered our
during a Construction
Word and practices
clinic.
Unit
his
printing
Banging
and pounding could be heard from
the KK room as well with the opening of our Word
Building Construction
Company. Hard hats, full tool
belts, and a variety of wood
blocks were used to build
structures, and words, in this
center. Lower case letters were
attached to the square blocks
for use in the construction of 3
The city Mayor watches the
and 5 letter words from the
6th grade basketball game
with some Kids Kingdom girls word wall.
The morning groups got a
bit theatrical after Christmas break.
After studying the book, THE MITTEN, the students invited the 4th
grade and Miss Heilman’s 3rd grade
class to join us in our own rendition
of the story. After performing for
them, the classes reenacted our adaptation of Jan Brett’s folk tale together.
classroom visitors: Miss
Ryker seems delighted
Jennifer, the children’s librarian
by the results of his
from the public library, comes to see
coffee filter science
us
twice a month. She shares story
experiment

Father visits Kids
Kingdom to deliver a
special message on
healing

Aubrie takes a cookCatie works to sort and ie order from the
count her cup of coins teacher while she
works in the
Christmas Kitchen

Amelia takes a moment to
check on our popcorn experiment

KK students show surprised
excitement during a science
experiment

books, poems, and songs with us. Our parents are regular
visitors to our classroom. They come to read us books and
help us with math lessons several times each month.
B – I – n – G – O and numbers are the game, OH! Each
session plays this math game, in different ways, as we use
Bingo to work on number recognition and value. With our
Coin Math we have labeled, sorted, counted, and stacked.
Using pennies, nickels and dimes, and quarters, we talked
about size, color, and value. Addition and subtraction,
along with more and less, were other concepts we worked
on through graphing and song.
MRS. HAnSEn’S PRE-kInDERGARtEn
nEWS
The morning Pre K students are having a
great year. They are so ready for Kindergarten.
The students have worked hard and know their alphabet
capital, small letters, and sounds. The students are very
good with their numbers 0 -20;
writing, counting, and matching
quantities to the correct number.
They enjoy the calendar everyday by saying the names of the
week, months of the year, and
seasons of the year.
The students especially
enjoyed playing alphabet and number Bingo. Puzzles are
their specialty. The students are
good artists. They have saved
some of their art work for the “Art
Show” on March 31st.
The students are very excited
for Easter. Each student will dye
an Easter egg and make an Easter
basket to find at the” Easter Egg
hunt.”
Pre K
has been
filled with
excitement
this year.
Please
come visit
our “wonderful”
classroom.

MISS HOuRnBuckLE’S
PRE-kInDERGARtEn nEWS
In PM Pre-K, we are busy learners! We are
working hard on our letter names and sounds,
numbers, colors, shapes, and other foundational skills. We
enjoy
learning
while integrating
technology
into the
classroom.
One of our
favorite
activities is
doing patterns on
Smartboard learning
the
SmartBoard! Another important thing we are working on is
writing our first and last names. We are all making good
progress.
During
“Read Across
America
Week”, we
had a lot of
fun reading
Dr. Seuss and
creating many
art projects to
go along with
the stories. We
Lorax masks
really enjoyed
making our Lorax masks and our Cat in the Hat hats. We
are all excited to move on to Kindergarten and continue to
learn.
MRS. LEFEvRE AnD MRS. nEvILLE’S
kInDERGARtEn nEWS
In Kindergarten we have been working on
mastering our letters and sounds. From there
the students begin to sound out words and move into reading books. The students are so proud that they can now
pick up and book and read it to their mom and dad. Our

math classes are filled with games of
war, crazy eights, and dominoes. We
also have fun learning with tangrams,
pattern blocks, geoboards and teddy
bears. A favorite time for students
during the year is when they get
together with their prayer partners.
Each student is paired up with an
older student. The students pray for
each other during the year and get
together once a month. At Christmas the kindergarten
classes joined together to do various Christmas centers. They
played tic tac toe mitten math,
decorated Christmas bags, created
Christmas dot art, played a gingerbread dice game, and decorated a sugar cone to look like a
Christmas tree. The students got
to spend the day in their pajamas
and our ending activity was watching The Polar Express.
Due to the cold weather this winter, the students enjoyed
many rides on a bus. It doesn’t matter how many times
they have been on a bus before, it always seems like it is
their very first time. To celebrate Lent, each student creat-

ed a Lenten pot from clay. Each week we add a small item
to represent the meaning of Lent. We are looking forward
to the many field trips we have planned for the month of
May. We welcome visitors to stop in and say hello. The
kids would love to read you a story.
MRS. FOx’S FIRSt GRADE nEWS
Frogs, Frogs, Frogs—nearly 100 to be exact!
Racing Frogs, Fairy Tales, and Safari—OH
MY! The first grade room has been buzzing
with excitement! Reading, Reading, Reading like crazy!
We’ve traveled the world from the Gingerbread Houses of
Germany, the Fairy Tales of many countries, to an African

Safari.
We’ve
studied
and created an
under the
sea world
of animals
and we
got to
bring pets
to school. It’s been a fun year filled with a lot of learning
and excitement. Below are some of their favorites.
caleb – My
favorite thing in first
grade was the Fairy
Tales and Pet Day
because I got to dress
up really cool and for
pet day I got to bring
my pet turtle. He is
cute!
Emily – My
favorite thing in First
Grade was Pet Day and Under the Sea World Party. I liked
pet day because I got to bring my pet. I liked the sea world
party because I got to make a sea horse

katheryn – My favorite thing in First Grade with Mrs.
Fox was the Fairy Tales and Valentine’s Day Party. I liked
the Valentines because we got candy. The Fairy Tales were
fun, too.

Brodie – My favorite thing in First Grade was
Halloween because
we got candy and we
got to get in our costumes.
vaughn – My
favorite thing in First
Grade was Pet Day. It
was so fun because I

got to pet dogs and cats.
charlotte – My Favorite thing in First Grade was Pet
Day because I got to bring my cat.
Meghan – My favorite thing in First Grade was the
African Safari because we got to wear flip flops and also
we did reports about our African Safari animals.
Michael – My
favorite thing in
First Grade was Pet
Day because I got to
bring my pet named
River.
Mae – My
favorite thing in
First Grade was Bear
Day and Pet Day
because I got to hold her. On pet day I got to pet the animals.
Sebastian – My favorite thing in First Grade was the
Gingerbread Houses because they were fun.
Jacoby – My favorite thing in First Grade was the
Under the Sea World Party because I got to make my jellyfish.
Jace – My Favorite thing in First Grade was the Frog
Races because we got to touch the frogs.
Greta – My favorite thing in
First Grade was Pet Day
because we got to bring our
pets.
Synneva – My favorite thing
in First Grade was Pet Day and
the African Safari because I got
to take my pet to school and I
got to do the drum dance.
Jackson – My favorite thing
in First Grade was the Gingerbread Houses and Valentine’s
Day because it was so fun!
cecelia – My favorite thing in First Grade was Pet Day,
Fairy Tales, Gingerbread Houses, and Halloween because
all of them were so fun!
Micah – My favorite thing in First Grade was the
Halloween party because I got to wear my skeleton sweatshirt for Halloween.

Julia – My
favorite thing in
First Grade was
Pet Day
because we got
to bring pets.
We are looking forward to
spring and
spring activities; including
some field trips
in our community .It’s been a memorable year of learning
and fun projects.
MRS. ScHAFER’S FIRSt GRADE nEWS
From leaping frogs to wolves and fairies,
this has been quite an exciting year for the first
graders. We were busy with Frog Races in
September, decorating our Gingerbread Houses for
Christmas, performing our Fairy Tales in January and reading, reading, reading for our African Safari.
My favorite part about first grade was RazKids because
you get to build a robot. –Mack Allmaras
My favorite part about first grade was the African Safari
Drum Dance because you got to jump around to music.
–Cashton Bollinger
My
favorite
part about
first grade
was everything
because
first grade
is so much
fun and I
have an awesome teacher. –Grace Burgess
My favorite part about first grade was recess because I
get to play with my friends. –Kennedy Gerszewski
My favorite part about first grade was our Sea Animals
and Sea Party because we got to watch the movie “Dolphin
Tale” and dress like it was summer. –Sadie Hager
My favorite part about first grade was making our gingerbread houses because I got to eat lots of candy. –Kelan
Harstad
My favorite part about first grade was making art pro-

jects because art is fun. –Kamden Herzig
My favorite part about first grade was decorating our
gingerbread houses because I made a cool house with lots
of candy. –Tessa Krueger
My favorite part about first grade was Pet Day because I
got to bring my dog Mia. –Lainey Stockert
My favorite part about first grade was taking tests
because they are fun. –Talon Seckerson
My favorite part about first grade was decorating our
gingerbread houses because our parents could come and
help us decorate them. –Brylee Amyotte
My favorite part about first grade was our Frog Races
because it was fun. –Nathan Thornton
My favorite part about first grade was our Frog Races
because I came in 3rd place. –Rachel Ripplinger
My favorite part about first grade was the Sea Animals
and Sea Party because we got to eat Chex Mix. –Jake
Moser
My favorite part about first grade was making our people art because you got to color yourself. –Addison
Marker
My favorite part about first grade was having good
friends because I get to play with them. –Cooper Kirkeby
My favorite part about first grade was participating in
mass because I could see a lot of new people. –Cruz
Kaiser
My favorite part about first grade was decorating our
gingerbread houses because I used a lot of really good
candy and I wanted to eat it so badly. – Brody Wolff
My favorite part about first grade was my students.
Every day was a joy to see these beautiful smiles. This
class was full of eager learners which made my job easier.
I will miss this group once I pass them onto second grade
to continue their learning journey. –Mrs. Schafer
MISS HOuRnBuckLE AnD MRS FIx’S
SEcOnD GRADE nEWS
Learning is soooo much fun! Each and
every day we come to school anxious to learn
more about our God and the beautiful world be created for
us. What makes our learning even more fun is when we
can share the adventure with friends. Recently our school
had a “Seussical Celebration”. Part of this celebration
included cross-age projects. The second grade students
were partnered with the Childcare students. We made a
project titled “A Person is a Person No Matter How
Small”. We ended our time together by listening to the
story “Horton Hears a Who”.
Miss Katherine, a dance artist from the Northern Plains
Dance Studio in Bismarck, recently came to St. John’s

Academy. Our teachers, Miss
Hournbuckle and Mrs. Fix, worked together with Miss
Katherine to create dance lessons that were connected to
what we are learning in Science and Math. Who knew that
muscles, movement, stretching, and balance could be intertwined with the study of magnets and parallel lines? Bailee,
our teacher’s aide from the
high school, joined us for a
dance-science-math lesson.
Bailee is really good at stretching. Miss Hournbuckle and
Mrs. Fix might need a few
more lessons. Take it from us,
folks, dance is NOT as easy as
it looks.

MRS. GAPInSkI’S tHIRD GRADE
nEWS
Why is Reading Important?
Take it from the 3rd graders at SJA…They
can explain, in many different ways, about why reading is
so important in our lives.
The third graders have been busy this year building
comprehension skills, learning about the different types of
figurative language, and reading like maniacs! (Just ask
them!)
Here are their thoughts (in their exact words):
Steven: “I think reading is important if you don’t read
it, then you don’t know like when you want to know something, like if you want to know how the Harry Potter books
were: you have to read them. If you don’t read them, it’s
kind of bad because then you don’t know what it’s about.
People wouldn’t know a lot about if they were trying to
make a house, they might make it out of animals and they
probably would fail all their classes in school and whenever they tried to make it, they might just fail because they

don’t study because there are no books. Because almost
everything you do is from a book.”
Max: “Reading is important because without books the
world wouldn’t know anything; nobody would know what
four plus two is. Without books there wouldn’t be anything
to do like, if you need a social studies book for school or
science book for school you couldn’t have one and you
couldn’t get information and you wouldn’t get anything
right. When you read a book you can express yourself by
how good or bad it is and if you don’t like it you don’t
kneed to read it, but if you do, it doesn’t matter how much
you read, it just matters that it’s a book and you are reading.”
Jacob: “Reading is important because if you didn’t read
any books the world would be upside down and you
wouldn’t know anything. Principals wouldn’t have jobs
because they wouldn’t know anything.”
Jonas: “Books are important because you could fail
school and your job if you didn’t know stuff from books
because books have lots of details and things you should
know and could know. Like if you wanted to know about
the Titanic and how it fell, you could just look in a book
and know about it. But if books were important then you
wouldn’t know about it or you wouldn’t really know about
anything.”
Jada: “Reading is important because it makes the world
a better place because when you read you can get AR
points. When you read you can tell people what reading is
about.”
chase: “When you are reading you get knowledge or
else you could read a book about adventures and you could
do a lot of fun stuff with books and you can learn a lot of
stuff you didn’t know and it fuels your knowledge. If we
didn’t have books you wouldn’t be doing this right now
because we wouldn’t know how to spell it.”
Gracie: “Reading is important because you can know
your words and your manners.”
chris: “Reading is important because if you didn’t read
you wouldn’t know how to spell words, you wouldn’t
know how to look words up in a dictionary, and that’s what
people need because they need to get their brain working
to say words.”
Olivia: “Reading is important because you won’t learn a
thing and scientists couldn’t teach us anything from books.
If we didn’t have books this school wouldn’t be here, you
wouldn’t have a house, and you probably wouldn’t know
how to be safe.”
Bryson: “Reading books is important because if you
wouldn’t read them, you wouldn’t get the knowledge, you

wouldn’t get the AR points, and you wouldn’t know how
to read.”
Anabelle: “I think reading is important because you
need to learn how to read in order to get a job and go to
college.”
Ethan: “Reading is important because if you didn’t read
you wouldn’t get entertained and you wouldn’t have fun
with reading books because then you would have to play
with toys the whole time and you wouldn’t be able to read
anything. You wouldn’t have paper, you wouldn’t have
happiness, and you wouldn’t have imagination because you
wouldn’t have books. Teachers would teach you the wrong
things because it was their opinion of what they were
going to teach you.”
Mckenna: “I think reading is important because if you
didn’t read we wouldn’t have teachers because they have
to learn how to teach from books, same with coaches
because they both have to learn how to do their jobs from
books. Everything you would do would be wrong or just a
mess.”
Zack: “Books are important because they can put you
on adventures, maybe ask you questions, and they can
make you want to read the series.”
Luke Mau.: “Reading is important because if you didn’t
read technically everybody would be the same, no one
would be smart, everybody would guess everything, no
body would get anything right, and people wouldn’t know
what would be right, there would be a lot more crime
because people wouldn’t know because there were no
books. If there were no books there probably wasn’t any
technology so kind of everybody wouldn’t know everything and everybody would be the same, people wouldn’t
be different from each other. If it wasn’t for reading we
would probably be a part of a different country because the
people in the Army must have read some books to help us
be our own country.”
chea: “I think reading is because if you’re in a situation
where you don’t know what to do about, maybe it’s in a
book, then you read it, then you know. If you are in that
situation then you know what to do so you don’t get hurt
or lost.”
Skylar: “I think reading is important because without
books then the world would be like “what’s this word,
what’s this word,” then if we don’t have any other books,
like an atlas then we won’t know where the like states
are.”
Luke Mar.: “I think reading is important because in a
good book it could take you miles in the future or past.”
Dylan: “I think reading is important because if you want

to read a book and be entertained if there’s no power in
your house for like an hour, and you want to be entertained, you could read books, and probably be done with it
by the time the power comes back and you want to keep
reading.”
Aiden: “I think reading is important because you can
learn new stuff from it.”
Logan: “I think reading is important because if we didn’t have books then we wouldn’t learn how to read in
school or existing because whoever invented book didn’t
exist then the world would be nothing.”
Alexis: “Reading is important because you a lot of
information and stuff from the past that you didn’t know:
like presidents, animals, and technology.”
carson: “I think if you read books you get smarter.”
Reagan: “Reading is important because when pick up a
book you can read so much information. If you don’t read
books, make sure to try out books because you might find
a book you really like.”
Evyn: “Without reading kids’ brains would rot because
reading takes you places that you never knew were there.
It’s like standing in the middle of the book going through
the problems of the main characters or the character your
reading about.”
Easton: “I think reading is important because if you
were in your room and there was no electricity, what
would you do?”
katie: “I think reading is important because if there
wasn’t reading: how would we be reading the road signs
and all that stuff?”
teagan: “I think reading is important because you learn
so many big words in one book.”
Maguire: “I think reading is fun because you can find
funny stuff in a book that makes you giggle.”
Isabel: “Reading is important because you learn more
information then you do when somebody tells you it.”
MISS HEILMAn’S tHIRD GRADE
nEWS
This year has been an exciting year in third
grade. As Mrs. Gapinski and I are co-teaching
this year, it has been a blessing that our wonderful students
help to keep us on track throughout our crazy school days!
The students have enjoyed Language Arts in Mrs.
Gapinski’s classroom this year and Math, Science, and
Social Studies in my class. There’s always so much to do,

but we
have so
much fun!
Science
has been a
thrill!
During
science
class, we
turn into
mad-scientists as we
study topics in Life Science, Earth Science, and Physical
Science. We’ve studied everything from life cycles of living things to the vastness of the solar system. In our recent
rock lab we observed and classified rocks based on their
characteristics. Very interesting stuff!
Social studies has taken us everywhere in our study of
communities. We’ve explored everything from local communities to traditions and customs of international communities. We’ve enjoyed learning about various holidays,
symbols, and traditions of people all over the world!
The Heilman homeroom students have also enjoyed
many activities outside of the classroom this year in the
forms of visiting Ave Maria in November and planning All
School Eucharist with visiting Bishop Folda in January.
The students enjoy these types of activities so much.
Visiting residents at Ave Maria had us practicing some
“Turkey Tunes” which we performed beautifully (and with
some giggles!). Planning and preparing for All School
Eucharist with Bishop Folda had us working hard and
practicing all parts of the Eucharist. It was a very meaningful experience for the students and I am so proud of how
well they did.
It’s been a memorable year with many laughs! We can’t
believe that summer is going to be here soon!
MRS. EckROtH’S FOuRtH GRADE
nEWS
The fourth graders have been busy learning
many new things this year. We worked on
reading a variety of types of books this year and created
some fabulous
reports based on
them. We have
worked on studying
the United States
regions including the
State and Capitals.
More recently we
have been working
on learning about our
own state: North
Dakota. The fourth graders
are looking forward to celebrating their hard work with
a fun learning trip to
Bismarck in May.
We are also beginning to
research one of the other 50
states and will write a paper
to present to our classmates,

parents, and visitors. The students work hard to put their information
together in an interesting way.
This year we also spent some time studying the earth in
science. We explored rocks and minerals, the soil, and
resources. The students have learned many things about
what changes the earth over time such as erosion. The
fourth graders practiced being geologists as they looked
closely at rocks and minerals and tested their qualities to
decide what type of rock they discovered.
MR. WARnER’S FIFtH GRADE nEWS
This year in 5th grade has been truly a joy.
The students are excited to learn and smiles on
their faces everyday are priceless. Currently we are reading on our
school NOOKS, Sign of the Beaver by:
Elizabeth George Speare. The story is a
great connection to our Social Studies
curriculum because it takes place in the
early colonial days.
A couple of months ago we had our living museum. Each student researched a
person of importance in American
History. This was a great way for
the students to get comfortable
speaking in front of others and
learn about import Americans all
at the same time. In a couple
weeks we will be starting our
Modern Woodmen speeches. The
topic for their speeches this year
is, “The
importance of
living
healthy”.
The students are
excited
school is
almost
over
although
they know there is plenty of fun hard work ahead.
MRS. SMItH’S SIxtH GRADE nEWS
the sixth graders at Saint John’s
Academy answered the following question:
What does faith mean to me? Here are a few of the

responses to this question.
To me faith is caring for a person and believing in them
even when all hope is lost. It means being there for someone when they need you. It means believing in the love of
the Lord even when others don’t. Faith is so much more
than a word to me; it’s a way of life. –Ashlyn Schauer
Faith means destiny to me. I say this because God is our
creator. I think my destiny would be to serve him. Faith for
me, for example, would be like an envelope. Our faith is
the envelope and God’s word would be the letter. Our faith
is the key to Heaven for me. –JP Senyoni
What faith means to me is a lot of things: to believe and
have trust in someone; and to pray to someone, or have
someone to talk to. Your belief in what you want to.
During Ash Wednesday, you walk around with ashes on
your forehead and you are proud of it. –Maggie Anderson
Faith means to me that everything counts. It’s in everyone, just you can’t see it. Faith helps you feel safe at night.
Faith keeps you running when you’re broken down. You
don’t know it, but it saves you. –kenzie carlson
My faith to me is many things. Such as, believing even
when you can’t see what you believe in. Also, when you
trust in your faith and believe. –Jaxton Wiest
Faith to me is a big problem solver. It is a problem
solver because it gives me a time to pray and talk to God
and ask for help. Or when I did something wrong and I
need to ask for forgiveness. –Max Anderson
Faith is mainly believing in God and trusting in him that
he will choose the right path for me, and that I will follow
it. Also, that I can trust other people and the paths God
gave them. –katherine Horgan
Faith means love to me. I know that I will be loved by
Jesus Christ forever. This love will be eternal and last long
if you love him back. –Jeremy Williams.
My faith to me is believing in God. Also, knowing he is
with you no matter what. When the going gets tough just
pray and you’ll be fine.
Faith means everything to me. Praying, going to church,
reading the bible is all part of faith, especially believing in
the one and only God. Faith helps me get through every
day I live.
It means that God is alive. God will help you when you are
down. Faith is another way to go speak to God. Faith to
me is believing.

MRS. kRAMLIcH AnD
MRS. LuHMAn’S cHILDcARE nEWS
ChildCare has had a busy year! We have 30
children enrolled in our early childhood program. We “share” 17 kids with KK and 13 with
PreKindergarten. Our before
and after school program
has 44 Kindergarten- 5th
Graders. Our enrollment
continues to increase every
year.
We have been studying
one letter a week for the
school year. Thru different
activities, the children learn what the letter looks like, what
sound it makes, and how to write it. They also learn to recognize and
write their
name. We have
also been learning math skills
thru bingo,
musical numbers, and
counting &
sorting objects.
Free time allows children to learn social skills and conflict
resolution. It is great to see
the children talking things
out and compromising. Gym
and outside time challenges
children to use their large
muscles.
We are enjoying the
warmer weather. Along with
that comes melting snow and
mudJ. Thanks for continuing
to send along outside gear as
I don’t think we`ve seen the last of the snow quite yet.
As we look forward to spring and summer, we think of
the end of this school
year. We have enjoyed
getting to know each
one of your children.
Each is very unique and
brings a smile to our
faces. Thank you for
allowing us to spend
time with them.
Our “Super Summer
Program” begins
Tuesday, May 27th. We have a topic we study each week
along with outdoor activities such as outdoor pool, picnics
at parks, fair, and other
field trips.
We are currently
accepting registration for
our summer and 2014-15
school year programs. For
more information contact
SJA at 252-3397 ext.36 or Robin Kramlich @
robin.kramlich@sendit.nodak.edu.Happy Spring!!!!
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