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A Momentous Day - Groundbreaking at SJA

What a momentous day May 8, 2019, was on the campus of St. John’s
Academy. The ground breaking for our new addition for our beloved school
has become a reality! A tremendous crowd of family, friends, alumni and community supporters gathered and watched as many of our hard-working volunteers and students turned over the shovel for the new addition at SJA. Our students were so excited to wear their hard hats. Thank you to RTS Shearing for
donating the students’ hard hats.
“The future belongs to those who prepare for it today. That’s what we’re
here for today,” said Terry Wanzek, Capital Campaign Committee Chair. “We
want to continue to provide a great education that’s steeped in Christian values and morals. We want to provide for a school that we are proud of in our
community.”
“What brings us the most joy is to know Christ and to be able to follow Him
and accept His teachings in our own life and be a messenger of the Gospel to
others,” said Msgr. Wald. “That’s what this school is all about. For over 125
years, it’s been teaching people about Christ, helping them to be faithful to
Christ, and giving them the gifts necessary to proclaim Christ for generations
to come.”
Here are a few pictures from our ground breaking and the heartfelt quotes
from many of our families, alumni and alumni parents. Pictures were taken by
Happy Mermaid and Fr. Aerts.

“We were St. John’s Academy parents for 19
years. All four of our children attended the
Academy through 6th grade. Being a part of
this amazing school has enhanced all of our
lives. Our daughter has claimed that her
third grade teacher had made the difference
in her success. The school/teachers not only
teach the children the required academics
but worked hard to instill solid moral judgement. Yes, we are the biggest “FANS” of
SJA!”
Mike & Marilyn Smyth
Alumni Parents and Parishioners

“Sending our children to St.
John’s Academy is the best
decision we have ever made.
A Catholic education has
given them the foundation to
thrive spiritually and academically.”
Paul & LaRissa Wiley
SJA Parents

“How do you measure the value of your Catholic
education? I honestly didn’t like school for some time
because I didn’t read well. In the 50’s and 60’s the
Sister’s of St. Joseph taught most of our classes. They
recognized our talents and found our needs, including my difficulty reading. We had discipline and were
taught what God expected of us. We learned to get
along, respect property and each other. St. John’s laid
a foundation for my life. I was able to become an RN,
am a speed reader and have been married for 52
years to my husband that I met in the 1st grade at St.
John’s. Today I would say the value of my Catholic
education was nothing short of “PRICELESS.”
Randy Murphy Ebertz Class of 1965

Let us be ever
grateful for
the gift of
faith we have
received & do
all we can to
pass it on to
the next
generation.

Continued on page 4

Principal’s Corner

Friends and Family of St. John’s Academy,
As I write this letter, we are nearing the conclusion of the
2018-2019 school year and my first as the principal of St.
John’s Academy. It is safe to say that a great deal of learning
has taken place this school year, especially for me. First and
foremost, I’ve learned just how incredible the teachers and
staff at SJA are. We are blessed to have committed educators
who consistently go above and beyond out of their love for the
students and for our school. I have a newfound appreciation
for teachers after working with them and observing the commitment they demonstrate on a daily basis. We are blessed to
have a staff that values purpose over the size of their paycheck.
Our teachers hold in deep regard their responsibility as
Catholic school educators to educate the whole child, and I
can’t think of better people to have teaching our children.
As you may have heard, we are beginning construction on
the addition to the Academy. Over the next 12 months, St.
John’s Academy will be transformed as we add an additional 27,000 square feet to our campus. A new childcare addition, commons and cafeteria, renovated administration
offices, 9 new classrooms and a school chapel will completely change the look and feel of our school as well as our daily
operations. The addition of the school chapel will offer a
place where our staff and students will be able to spend time
with our Lord in prayer which will be a tremendous blessing
for everyone at SJA.
The list of people to thank for getting us to this point is
endless. First and foremost, over 350 families have financially backed this project. Words cannot express our gratitude for
their support of our school. These gifts have strengthened our
school both today and for decades to come.
Countless volunteers who have committed hours upon hours
working behind the scenes to make this dream a reality. Thank
you to all who served on the Long-range Planning Committee,
Capital Campaign Committee and Building Committee.
It is important to recognize the tremendous support that we
have received from the Bishop of the Diocese of Fargo, Bishop
John Folda. A tremendous believer in the value of Catholic
schools, Bishop Folda has supported our school project from its
infancy. We are blessed to have the bishop’s support of our
Catholic schools and in particular St. John’s Academy.
Finally, I want to ensure that Monsignor Wald is recognized for the success of the capital campaign. Monsignor has
been the driving force behind this venture from its origin.
You don’t need to spend much time with Monsignor to realize his love for St. John’s Academy and to gain an understanding of the bigger role the school plays in fostering deeper relationships with Jesus Christ. On behalf of all staff, students and alumni, I would like to say thank you to Monsignor
for his leadership and support of St. John’s Academy.
To date we have raised 87% of the necessary funds for the
addition to the school, with $800,000 remaining to cover this
portion of the project. The torch has been passed to our generation to ensure that St. John’s Academy can continue to
offer an excellent Christ-centered education through the next
decade. I asked for your continued prayers for the students
and staff at St. John’s Academy as well as for a successful
completion for our capital campaign.
May our God and Father bless you and your family,
Jeff Trumbauer, Principal – St. John’s Academy

Development Corner

We believe at St. John’s Academy
that Christ is our first and foremost
teacher. Jesus Christ is our model
for prayer, service and how we build
relationships. Monsignor Wald’s
tremendous leadership and heart for
Catholic education inspires us all to
be the Best of the Best in all that we
do. We strive to inspire a Christ-centered culture of excellence where
students grow in wisdom, courage
and character as well as academics.
Peggy Etzold
Our ground breaking on May 8th
St. John’s Academy/
was a chilly afternoon, but our SJA
St. James Basilica
students exemplified what respect
and true character truly is. They stood quietly and attentive to
our speakers and prayer which was about 50 minutes. Christ
was abundantly present that day! Our new addition will
allow us to continue the mission the Sister of St. Joseph’s
started 128 years ago of offering an outstanding Christ-centered education for generations to come. We are at $5.2 million of our projected $5.95 million for the new addition. We
know that, through the grace of God, your prayers, gifts and
encouragement helped make this possible. We are filled with
joy to have such amazing staff, family, friends, parishioners
and alumni.
God Bless you!
As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.
Joshua 24:15

Rural fire department gift

“What I kept for myself I have lost, but
what I gave to others is mine forever.”
Anonymous

2018 HOPE Dinner and Auction
St. John’s Academy Past. Present. Future.

Each year we come together as a community of faith to support
the mission of a Christian education here at St. John’s Academy.
Our 28th Annual HOPE Dinner and Auction was an enjoyable
evening spent with many family, friends, alumni and community
supporters. The HOPE committee as well as the students and staff
of St. John’s Academy want to extend a heartfelt thank you and
sincere appreciation for making this event another successful
HOPE Dinner and Auction. Over $150,000 was raised for our
students and staff at St. John’s Academy.
Volunteers put in many hours in the months, weeks and days
leading up to this great event, giving of their time and talent in such
a generous way in support of our beloved St. John’s Academy. Our
2nd graders sang their hearts out. A delicious steak meal was catered by
University of Jamestown Sedexo and served by our amazing parent
volunteers as well as the University of Jamestown Men’s Baseball Team.
Many silent and live auction items were donated by many generous
people. Auction monies donated help our auction committee buy “great
adventures” items. One of the highlights of the live auction was a sky
diving adventure. Check out Dr. McMillan’s sky diving adventure and the
beautiful Adirondack love seat and chairs made by Arlie Lind. We are
blessed to have so many faithful donors.
Again, a huge THANK YOU to all our sponsors, auction donors, ORR
Auctioneers, Darron and Barb Orr, and guests as well as our Co-chairs,
committee members and parent volutneers who gave their time and talent
to make this another successful dinner and auction. We are extremely
grateful for the continued support
for St. John’s Academy.
Mark your calendars for
October 12, 2019, for St. John’s
Academy’s 29th Annual HOPE
Dinner and Auction. If you have
time to share of your talents or
could help financially in any way,
please call Peggy at 701-252-0119
or SJA 701-252-3397.

Friendships made by buying the great
seats for a Vikings game. Thank you
Les and Gina Horgan for donating
some of your Viking tickets.

HOPE Dinner Sponsors 2018

St. John’s Academy and the HOPE Dinner Committee sincerely thank all sponsors for their tremendous support.
Their generosity helps over 240 young students at St. John’s Academy.

EAGLES FLY HIGH
Bob & Diane Heller - $3,000

SAINTS - $1,250
Knights of Columbus Council #1883
(23)
Williams Funeral Chapel (18)
Skin Care Doctors, P.A. Dr. Michael
Ebertz (13)
Valley Plains Equipment (12)
Farmers Union Insurance (9)
Kirk & Janet Lanterman (8)
Haut Funeral Home (7)
Gary, Roger & Truman Haut
Scherbenske Inc. (7)
Erin Lamp State Farm (5)
Wade & April Readel (4)
Orn Family Dentistry (3)
Tim & Angela Volk (2)
Stutsman Harley Davidson (1)

ANGELS - $1,000
More From Orr Auction Service (27)
Michael & Marilyn Smyth (19)

Jason & Meghan Braun (9)

PATRONS - $750
Unison Bank (27)
First Community Credit Union (26)
Don Wilhelm, Inc. (25)
Dr. William & Theresa McMillan (18)
Agri-Cover Inc. (10)
Northwest Tire (10)
Professional EyeCare Centers, P.C. (9)
Les & Gina Horgan Family (6)
Frank & Jeannette Redlin (5)
Barb & Dave Hogan (4)
Paul & LaRissa Wiley (4)
TMT Farms (4)
TCF Home Loans – Wyatt Pollert (3)
Marie Boyle (2)
Bank Forward (1)
Geni Holben & Kristy Sagaser - eXp
Realty (1)
Duane & Shelley Barth (1)

FRIENDS - $600
Wells Fargo Bank (26)

US Bank – Jamestown (24)
Dale & Cheryl Lende (24)
Linden Court Apts. – Reuben & Clarice
Liechty (23)
Elks Lodge #995 (22)
Heinrich & Company (22)
Liechty Homes, Inc. (22)
The Medicine Shoppe (20)
Two Rivers Printing (19)
Cavendish Farms (17)
Judy Kulla (13)
The Jamestown Sun (11)
Harty Insurance Inc. (10)
Newman Signs, Inc. (8)
Ottertail Power Company (8)
Schauer & Associates, P.C. (8)
Dick Carpenter (6)
Sjostrom Ag Service, Inc. (6)
Dakota Central Telecommunications (5)
Diversified Wealth Management – Dave
Falk & Jay Caldwell (5)
Brian Chandler, CPA (4)
Dacotah Bank (4)

(The number in parentheses represents the number of years the business/individual has been a HOPE Dinner sponsor.)

Groundbreaking continued from page 1

“St. John’s Academy is more than just a Catholic
education! Yes, our 3 kids have received an excellent
education and grown in their faith, but SJA has
brought so much more to our family. Whether it is
volunteering for school board, HOPE dinner, class
projects or playing church volleyball, SJA has
helped everyone in our family build
friendships/community, experience the benefits of
volunteering and grow in our faith individually and
as a family. We are so grateful for the role SJA has
played in developing so many great family friendships!”
Brian & DeAnn Ament family - SJA Parents

“A triangle is the strongest shape because any
added force is evenly spread through all three
sides.” We see it every day in our three branches
of government. We feel it everyday in our Faith
through the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
The foundation of the Anderson Family triangle is built from our Domestic Church, the St.
James Parish Community, and St. John’s
Academy. Without the never-failing support from
SJA – staff, kids, families; well, frankly we can’t
imagine the last twelve years without it.”
Mark & Melanie Anderson – SJA Parents

“Not only did I go to SJA, my 3 older sisters did, as well as my mom
and her brother and sisters. I was so lucky to get the privilege of going
there for 12 years. My late husband and his family also attended.
Again, thank you to all the volunteers and supporters that make this
great school not only exist but grow.”
Joan Johnson Cichos, Class of 1964

Sixth Grade Mission Trip
As a teacher I am extremely focused on
my students’ experiences in my classroom. It brings me great joy to plan
lessons and watch my students learn, to
see that clichéd lightbulb flicker and then
become a beacon. “Beacon.” What an
appropriate word. Merriam-Webster
defines beacon as “a source of light or
inspiration.”
I know that St. John’s Academy is an
amazing “beacon” for my students; they
learn so much within its walls. But there’s
a piece of St. John’s Academy that I
believe we miss when we only focus on
the obvious, and that is how this incredible place is a “beacon” for everyone,
adults included, that are blessed to be connected to it. God uses this school to reach
well beyond the kids in the classrooms.
The start of the school year in 6th grade begins with a
theme song, “Do Something” by Matthew West. This song is
the motivation for our entire year. The premise of this song is
that there is a lot of trouble in the world and when we ask
God why He doesn’t do something about it, He replies, “I
did. I created you.” My students embrace this with enthusiasm that brings tears to my eyes. Throughout the school year,
every month we take the opportunity to “do something” for

others. Our grand finale is our Mission Trip to the Twin
Cities at the end of the year. We spend a lot of time prepping
for the places we visit on this trip. We learn about Feed My
Starving Children and how it only takes $365 for this organization to feed a family of four for a year. We pack food for
two hours; this year we packed 97 boxes in those 2 hours.
The food we helped pack produced 20,952 meals that will
feed 57 kids for a year. We learn about Mary Jo Copeland, the
founder of Mary’s Sharing and Caring Hands. When we visit
this amazing organization in downtown Minneapolis to drop
off the busload of donations we have collected, we see how
one person can make a difference in the lives of thousands of
people every day. We see the power of doing something.
At the end of the first day of our mission trip as we circle
up on the floor of St. Raphael’s community room where we
will sleep, we talk about our day. This is when my students
become a “beacon” for all the adults in that room. I wish
everyone could experience the wisdom of 6th graders and
how they get it. They truly get it. When a 12-year-old student
says that she wants to celebrate her next birthday by taking
friends to box food at Feed My Starving Children because
helping others makes her feel so good and she wants to share
that, she gets it. When students say that they pushed through
discomfort while they were packing food at breakneck
speeds because they knew they were doing it for Jesus, they
get it. They understand God’s call to “do something” in the
world. In that moment, they teach me. I tell them numerous
times throughout the year to “be the light.” It will never cease
to amaze me how God uses
them to become the light for me.
So as another school year
comes to an end, it is bittersweet. I will miss spending my
days with my students, but I
know that they will take their
experiences at SJA and be “beacons” to all those lucky enough
to cross their paths. I am thankful to have been one of them.

2018 Christmas Program

In Memoriam

St. John’s Academy remembers our alumni, friends and family in loving prayer. We apologize for any omissions.

Theadora Wagner died November 26, 2018 – St. John’s
Academy Class of 1952
Melvin “Mel” Kachel died November 30, 2018 –
Attended St. John’s Academy
Eleanor Gleeney died Nov. 26, 2018 – Friend of St.
John’s Academy

Larry Kropp died Jan. 5, 2019 – Friend of
St. John’s Academy
Ronald Ringuette died May 29, 2019 –
attended St. John’s Academy

Time Capsule Found

Dig, thump, bump, boom! Hammer, hammer, tap, tap! What is all that
racket you ask? That is the sweet sound of construction taking place at St.
John’s Academy this week! Hard hats, tape, and backhoes are just a few of
the sightings on the grounds. Amidst all the digging, two other items were
found...time capsules! Two time capsules were found buried near the trees.
One had contents from 1984 and the other had contents from 1988 - 1989.
The students in the Summer Express program were ULTRA excited to
explore the contents. The time capsule from 1984 was in an unbroken,
glass jar. The metal lid was partially decomposed. Inside there was a
Ronald Reagan pin, newspaper clips, a teddy bear pin, and a picture of
Bishop Sullivan. There was possibly a piece of chalk too but they couldn’t
confirm that. The time capsule from 1989 was in a plastic container,
possibly a pickle or mayonnaise container. Inside this one was a baseball
card, a paper clip, and several pieces of newsprint. Among the newspaper
clippings was an article about St. James Parish being elevated to St. James
Basilica, a schedule of television programs and a real estate ad. The
students thought $49,900 for a 3 bedroom, split level house, with a double garage, central air and more was expensive. My
prediction is that a lesson or two in math and social studies will be underway soon.

SJA family helping
cleaning out the trees
that needed to be
taken down for the
new addition. 3 time
capsules found.
South side new addition.

King of the Hill

Walls going up that everyone can agree on! Said a
prayer for all our benefactors and all who support
Catholic Schoolss May the Good God Bless them all! You know you have strong walls going up
when a Champion delivers.
@SJAcademy1890

Classroom Happenings

MRS. NEVILLE’S PRE-KINDERGARTEN
NEWS

Spring is always a busy time in pre-k! We are
taking everything we have learned this year, and
we are getting ourselves ready for kindergarten! However,
we always make time for a little (or a lot) of fun! One of our
highlights was Career Day. All the
students dressed up like the occupation they want to be when they grow
up. In our classroom, we had everything from doctors to teachers, and
cowgirls to construction workers.
We shared why we want to have that
career and enjoyed each other’s stories!
Our early childhood classes also

Science Experiment/STEM Activity

Valentine Love Bug

participated in the Hop-A-Thon. It is a national fundraiser for
children suffering from Leukemia. We all join in the gym and
hop for 2 minutes to celebrate our able, healthy bodies.
Another highlight of our spring was our jellybean Easter
activity. We sorted, counted, and graphed them. However, if
you ask the children, the best part was probably eating them!
It’s hard to
believe the year
is almost over,
but what a great
year it’s been!
All the children
have grown and
changed
so
much, and they
bring abundant
joy to everyone
around them;
especially me!
KIDS’ KINGDOM NEWS

Word Table: buoyant

Parents Partners Program

Bear Doctor Wellness
Checkups

It’s a Keeper Measurement Activity

MRS. LEFEVRE’S AND MRS.
TRUMBAUER’S KINDERGARTEN NEWS

The school year seems to fly by. The kindergarten students worked
hard and had fun all year. Here are
some of their favorites this year.
Prayer Partners – The kindergarten students were paired up with a
4th grade student. We spent the year
getting to know each other and praying for each other.
Friendship Friday – Each month
the early childhood classrooms
planned a theme. The students traveled to all the classrooms playing and learning together.
Fitness Friday – Once a month
the whole school gathered in the
gym dancing to Go Noodle.
Halloween Fingerplays – The
students practiced during the
month of October and then performed their fingerplays for parents and grandparents.
Catholic Schools Week – This
is always a fun filled week. So
many activities; so many ways to dress up.

Dad’s Day – On
this day we invite our
dads to spend some
time in our classroom. The students
enjoyed building and
eating donuts with
their dads.
Mom’s Day – For our moms the students made a picture
frame, played games and ate muffins. Mom’s Day is always
a special day.
Ground breaking Ceremony – It is an exciting time at
SJA with the building project underway. The students were
excited to be a part of
SJA history. From all
of us in the kindergarten classroom, we
want to thank those
who have given to the
building
project.
Know that you have
been in our prayers
throughout the year.
MRS. FOX AND MRS. SCHAFER’S FIRST
GRADE NEWS

First grade is always an adventure! We enjoy
leaping frogs, to pretty princesses, and finally to
Boom, Boom with
African
Drums.
Students enjoyed bringing frogs to school and
racing them in the gym.
Students also got to
bring their pets to
school. This is all connected to our Science
curriculum and learning the different groups of animals.
December is a SWEET month because we get to decorate
gingerbread houses with our
families. Usually more gets
eaten than put on the house!
January was busy learning
about fairy tales. We concluded with a parade
through the school, presentations to our families, and
royal treats. In February and
March, we were busy reading, reading, and more reading. We
read over 1,000 books in two weeks for our African Safari.
We celebrated by inviting our parents to watch our drum
dance, listen to our animal reports, and enjoy
treats. The last part of first
grade, we are preparing to
lead a school Mass in
May. This is a very exciting and nerve-wracking
time. The first graders
always do such a wonderful job. First grade sure is
fun!

MISS HOURNBUCKLE AND MR.
HENDRICKSON’S SECOND GRADE
NEWS

Second grade is full of discovery! The year
kicked off to a great start with enthusiastic students ready to
tackle 2nd grade with Miss
Hournbuckle and Mr.
Hendrickson. From the
start we have had a lot of
hands-on learning. The 2nd
graders have been working
extremely hard! Our 2nd
graders were the star of the
show during the HOPE
Dinner, professing our
faith. It was a precious
sight watching them sing the songs with enthusiasm and confidence. The aroma of chocolate chip cookies filled our halls
at school during January. We baked about 500 cookies and
sold them for 10 cents each. That is a LOT of baking! It was
great practice measuring and making change. We have wonderful bakers in the making! We participated in
reading week. Each day
had a special book and
dress up day to highlight
many classic books. We
finished the week with
the annual book parade,
highlighting each student’s float based on a book they read. It has been exciting to
see many children turning into avid readers! As the year
comes to a close, we look back and feel blessed to have many
wonderful memories of 2nd grade!
MRS. VANDAL’S THIRD GRADE NEWS

The year has flown by, and what a busy one it
has been. We have been celebrating each of our
Baptism Days to remember the day we became a
member of God’s family. Then on March 16, we became
fully initiated members of the Catholic Church as we were
confirmed and received the
Eucharist for the first time. It
was a wonderful time and
excitement filled the air! We
need to remember to continue to
use the Gifts of the Holy Spirit
throughout our lives and to keep
the excitement in our hearts

each time we receive Jesus’ Body,
Blood, Soul, and Divinity.
We’ve learned other interesting
things about our faith, too. In
October we studied the rosary and
made paper chain rosaries to hang
throughout the school as a reminder
to say this beautiful prayer. Then in
November we learned about different canonized saints as we received saint cards from the Faith
Formation Office and realized that we all can do great and
small things as we work to bring about the kingdom of God.
During Advent we did many different projects to get our
hearts and minds ready for the Lord’s coming: made nativity
scenes from shoeboxes
and toilet paper rolls;
wrote stories of what it
would have been like to
be in Bethlehem for
Jesus’ birth from the
perspective of an angel,
a shepherd, or an animal; made presents for
our parents with a special thank you note;
and addressed envelopes for the Tabernacle Societies’
Christmas gifts for the shut ins of the parish.
During Lent, we worked on the principles of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. We studied the Paschal Mystery as we
followed Jesus on the Way of the Cross. We colored a booklet for our prayer partners
and shared it with them,
and we went to the church
to walk the Stations of the
Cross. We began to grasp
all that Jesus did for us as
we took in the happenings
of Holy Week and especially the Triduum.
Then once Easter came, we shouted “Allelulia!” What a
special time our our liturgical year as we rejoice in the 50
days of the Easter Season! We made Resurrection Rolls,
painted Alleluia signs, and learned about the Ascension and
Pentecost.
What a special school we have where we can praise and
worship God!!
MRS. GAPINSKI’S THIRD GRADE NEWS

What has been memorable for you in 3rd
grade? Here are some quotes from the 3rd Grade
Gapinski Class. We have had an exciting year
full of MULTITUDES of reading, math, spray paint, art, science, social studies, and most importantly, growing our relationship with our Lord through the Sacraments of Holy
Communion and Confirmation!
“In 3rd grade you get one of the best teachers I could ever
ask for. I enjoyed that you get to spend time with your
friends; you get to spend time at Catholic school, and if you
are thinking about coming to this school, that would mean a
lot to SJA.” - Nolan
“I enjoyed playing with my friends and learning new stuff;
for example, Dale Chihuly art. I enjoyed meeting new friends

and getting better at math” - Leo
“I enjoyed the Chihuly art because
of all the colors.” - Morgan
“In 3rd grade the thing that was
special is that our teacher, Mrs. G.,
helps us do our art projects and we
did a very good one at the end of the
year. It is a Dale Chihuly art project.
I liked it because you got to know
about someone’s life and that glass
can be fun, but we didn’t use actual glass.” - Henry
“I loved it when we did our Dale Chihuly art project
because it was fun, and I loved coloring.” - Taylor
“I have loved getting
many AR points and
getting our goals. Now
it’s huge (our AR goal)!
I liked making slime
and learning about owl
pellets. Right now, we
are doing a Dale
Chihuly inspired chandelier thingy. I like the chandelier because when you melt the
plastic it’s cool.” - Bella
“Third grade is very fun because Mrs. G is fun.
Handwriting is very fun because of cursive! I want more
handwriting!!” - Natalie
“Third grade is fun because
we have free time. It makes me
feel happy because we get to
talk to friends!” – Cecilia
“What I liked about third
grade is Saving Fred (he was a
gummy worm that needed to get
out of the water) and Dale
Chihuly. I liked coloring in the
Dale Chihuly art. There was a lot of other stuff; like, spray
paint planets, and I got Confirmed and the Holy Eucharist.”
- Chase
“I met new people and I helped out a lot of people too, like
Mrs. Vandal (and more in our school) - Jeremiah
“My favorite things in third grade were the planet spray
painting, the religion lapbooks, Dale Chihuly art, and learning about bees.” Klaire
“I enjoyed the fun
in here, for example,
us laughing together.
Reaching
goals
makes us stronger,
and we’ve done
that!” – Graisyn
“I liked the “Save Fred” STEAM (Science-TechnologyEngineering-Art-Math) project and I also like the Chihuly art
because I like to color, and I’ve always wanted to melt
things.” - Grace
“I liked that we do lots of projects and sometimes watch
movies. I liked to do my AR (Accelerated Reader) goals and
we have goals that get us to do fun stuff.” - Cassidy
“I like the projects we do in art. I liked the snowman art
project and the Dale Chihuly art project because they were
fun.” - Layla
“My fluency in reading got way better. I loved our Black

History Month Project because we got to learn about people
from our past that did great deals when people were separated and stuff.” - Tylea
MRS. ECKROTH’S FOURTH GRADE
NEWS

We have been working hard in fourth grade
this year. We have become some fantastic readers. Students have been choosing
books from many different genres
this year. We have read biographies,
historical fiction, animal nonfiction, fantasy and many more. The
fourth graders also are working on
research skills this year. Students
chose a Saint to study for All Saints
Day. Students dressed as their saint and celebrated All Saints
Day Mass with the school in costume. They are also
researching a state. They will present their information to
their classmates and parents at the end of the year. We have
also been learning all about
North Dakota and will celebrate our state with a trip to
Bismarck at the end of May
and will visit the ND
Capitol, Heritage Center,
and Fort Abraham Lincoln
State Park.

decimals. For science we have been learning about acids and
bases and other experiments this year. We are very excited
about the new school being built, and the ground breaking
was exciting. The last week of school we celebrated Reading
across America, where we had special reading days. It was an
excellent year together, and the 5th graders will be missed.

MR. GANGE’S FIFTH GRADE NEWS

The 5th grade has been enjoying many things
in all subject areas. We loved having Father
Parks come into our room
and teach us
about God and
help us grow in
our faith. We will
miss him greatly.
We enjoyed math
and working with
fractions
and

A poem by Shane Hendrickson which he wrote for
the 6th graders at St. John’s Academy. Our prayers
will be with Shane as he enters into the Seminary.
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SAINT JOHN’S ACADEMY

215 5th STREET SE
JAMESTOWN, NORTH DAKOTA 58401-4200
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Saint John’s Academy has been providing Catholic Christian education to children of the community since 1890 and will continue to
prepare students spiritually, academically, socially, emotionally, and physically for life and foster the use of knowledge and faith.

Building Spiritual Community.

Social Networking at SJA

Alumni Newsletter published twice a year:
The SJA Eagle
Editor: Peggy Etzold
development@stjamesbasilica.org
St. John’s Academy - 215 SE 5th Street
Jamestown, ND 58401 - 701-252-0119
www.stjamesbasilica.org/stjohn

Principal: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Trumbauer
jeff.trumbauer@K12.nd.us

SJA Secretary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brenda Pigors
brenda.pigors@k12.nd.us

Follow us on Twitter
@SJA Academy1890

The newsletter can be viewed
in color on our website under
SJA Eagle Newsletter!

Pastor: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monsignor Jeffrey Wald
Parish Office - 701-252-0119

School Board President: . . . . . . . . . . . . . Liza Wolff
wolffpak@daktel.com
FACE President: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jay Schmitz

Administrative Assistant: . . . . . . . . Donna Schmitz
face@facelegacy.org

