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Catholic Education Champion and Friend
On October 28th, the community of Jamestown and the parish of St. James
Basilica lost our pastor, Monsignor Jeffrey Wald, due to complications related
to COVID-19. The passing of Monsignor Wald comes on the heels of the
completion of the addition and partial renovation to St. John’s Academy. This
$6 million dollar project was the culmination of Monsignor Wald’s priestly life.
A champion for Catholic education, Monsignor was ordained to the priesthood
on June 6th, 1992. Of his 28 years as a priest, he spent 24 of them serving
parishes that operate a Catholic school, including Devils Lake (1996-2002),
Holy Spirit (2002-2014), and most recently, St. John’s Academy (2014-2020).
Prior to being transferred to St. James Basilica, his only request to the Bishop
was that he be placed in a parish with a Catholic school, stating that he could
not imagine his priesthood without it. This is a testament to the importance he
placed on the faith-based education of the students who attend these
institutions, as well as the spiritual life of the families, parishes, and
communities of which they are a part. His presence and impact were felt at
the Academy as he visited the school daily to interact with and teach the
students, teachers, and staff.
Although the parish had previously evaluated the feasibility and necessity of
an expansion to the Academy, the project became Monsignor’s priority upon
his arrival in Jamestown and his tenacity brought it to fruition. Throughout the process, Monsignor was the driving force,
leading the fundraising efforts and inspecting every detail of the plans and construction process. There is not a single stone
in the building that did not receive his approval.
Before his passing he was able to see the finished product as he participated in the school blessing and Chapel Dedication
Mass on October 7th led by Bishop John Folda. It was an immeasurable blessing that the Lord gave Monsignor the gift of
celebrating the school’s first Mass in St. Joseph’s Chapel at the Academy before his illness set in.
The legacy of Monsignor Wald’s priesthood will last for generations to come, not only with the addition to the Academy, but
through the countless lives that he touched through his pastoral care. Those in Catholic education and the families of St.
James Basilica and St. John’s Academy now have a heavenly advocate to invoke for Divine blessings and intercession.
Monsignor Jeffrey Wald – pray for us!.

A NEW ERA BEGINS
On October 7th, 2020, St. John’s Academy celebrated a long-awaited event as
the new school chapel was Dedicated by Bishop John. T. Folda. St. Joseph’s
Chapel, named in honor of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet who founded
St. John’s Academy in 1890, is the final component to the $6 million addition to
the Academy which was completed in the fall of 2020.
The school has been without a chapel since 1998 when the convent was
removed to make room for the Zebedee Center which was completed in 2002.
The beautiful space is aptly located in the center of the new addition, as Jesus
Christ has been at the center of all that takes place at St. John’s Academy.
St. Joseph’s Chapel has a capacity of 90 people and will be used daily by
students and staff for prayer, meditation, Adoration and Mass celebrations.
Complete with a sacristy and reconciliation room, the chapel is rich in
symbolism and honor to our Lord. Beautiful stained-glass windows, created by
Deacon Tom Geffre, line the front of the chapel including two windows that were
preserved from the chapel in the old convent. Statues of the Blessed Mother
and St. Joseph rest on both sides of the Crucifix and the Altar has a hand-carved
image of the Last Supper in the front. Additionally, the side walls St. Joseph’s
Chapel will be lined with the Stations of the Cross and the back wall will have a
painting of Christ’s call to the Apostles St. John and St. James.
The Chapel Dedication Mass and Consecration of the Altar liturgy was led by
Bishop Folda who delivered a beautiful message on the value of being able to
add a Chapel to the Academy and the importance of providing a strong, Catholic
Education, centered on Christ in today’s world.
Monsignor Wald leading Mass for students
October 12, 2020

First Day of School Success...

The Academy is tremendously grateful to the many benefactors and
stakeholders who made the dream of returning a chapel to St. John’s Academy a
reality. We praise God for his continuous love and abundant blessings upon our
school and marvel in His works as St. Joseph’s Chapel is utilized daily and draws
the hearts of the students and staff who attend and work at the Academy for
generations to come.

Principal's Corner

Mission & Marketing
Hello St. John's Family,

St. John’s Academy Friends & Family,
I write to you today with much to share
and celebrate in regard to our beloved
school. This school year we celebrate
the 130th year of Catholic education at
St. John’s Academy. Since its founding in
1890, the Academy has been building
on the foundation laid by the Sisters of
St. Joseph of Carondelet who organized and operated the
school for decades. It is difficult to not be moved upon
reflection of how many lives our Lord has impacted through
the educational experience of those who have walked these
halls.
Throughout our nation, the year 2020, has brought much to
be concerned about. Catholic Schools have suffered greatly
over the past 12 months as over 100 schools in the United
States have permanently closed their doors. Here at St.
John’s Academy we can profess a very different story.
Although Catholic education may be devalued in other
pockets of the nation, St. John’s Academy is ending the
school year with indications that the value of the education
that takes place here is as high as it has been in the school’s
history.
This fall, the Academy completed a major capital campaign to
add $6 million in additional classroom space, commons area,
administrative offices, and a school chapel (further
information on the construction project is available on page
#8 of this newsletter). The Annual HOPE Dinner overcame
the challenges of COVID-19 and raised more funds for the
school than any previous event. Finally, the Academy is
celebrating the strongest enrollment we have seen over the
past 8 years.
We are tremendously grateful for the many benefactors who
continue to provide for the school. Catholic education is not
possible without the prayers, commitment and financial
support of these benefactors. 2020 has been a challenging
year for St. John’s Academy as COVID-19 has impacted the
school in many ways. The support of our school family is
assisting us through these times and ensuring, not only our
ability to overcome these challenges, but instead to thrive
despite them.
Your encouragement and financial support have been
wonderful blessings to our students and staff as well as a
reminder to all of us at St. John’s Academy to keep the faith,
and to trust in our Father’s Divine providence.

What a blessing it is to be part of
this school and it's mission to
advance the Gospel of Christ Jesus
through Catholic education. St.
John's Academy is truly a gem in
the community of Jamestown and I
feel privileged to have the
opportunity to work here. I just started in this new
position, as Exec. Assist in Mission Advancement &
Marketing, in August and I have loved getting to know
the wonderful team of people who make it all work for
His glory. I will be assisting Mr. Trumbauer with donor
relations, event planning, and marketing.
My family and I moved here in the summer of 2018
when my husband accepted the position of Women's
Basketball Coach at the University of Jamestown. We
have three sons who attend the Academy in 5th, 4th,
and 1st grades.
I have past experience in Marketing & Advancement and
I'm excited to bring new ideas to the Academy. I look
forward to getting to know you all whether it's in person
or through email, etc. My office is located at the school,
in the administrative area. Don't hesitate to reach out
and introduce yourself!
In Him,
Sarah Sankey

Executive Assistant for Mission Advancement & Marketing
Colossians 3:23

SAVE THE DATE!
GHD is February 11th, 2021
Giving Hearts Day is a 24-hour event for charities in North
Dakota and northwest Minnesota. Each year, Giving Hearts Day
provides a platform for charities to fund their missions through an
ever-increasing community of donors, many of whom get to
experience the joy of giving for the first time. The longestrunning giving day in the country, Giving Hearts Day has helped
participating charities raise more than $90 million since its
founding. Help ST. JOHN'S ACADEMY reach our goal!

In Christ,

Jeff Trumbauer
Principal - St. John's Academy

3

30th Annu a l HO PE Au ctio n a
VIR TUAL S UCC E S S!
"Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God."
Philippians 4:4-7

As the HOPE Committee was planning our annual fundraiser in the midst
of the COVID pandemic and state health regulations changing almost
daily, the above verse is one that we kept repeating. There were days we
were unsure how we were going to be able to have our beloved HOPE
Dinner. Much discussion, hard work, and innovation went into planning
this year's fundraiser. Many people stepped up to the plate and took on
extra responsibilities with a joyful willingness to help this event succeed.
And succeed it did! God's steadfast provision for St. John's Academy
came through each of the donors, volunteers, teachers, staff, committee
members, and those who have kept us in their prayers.
Even though the mission remained the same, HOPE Dinner did look and
feel a little different this year. The Auction was entirely online which, first
thought to be a hurdle, quickly became a blessing. It allowed friends,
family, and alumni all across the country to participate and support SJA.
Due to state health regulations and guidelines, we were only able to host
40% of our capacity onsite at the school. We divided them into two
groups, one in the new Gallagher Commons and the other in the Zebedee
Center. We had screens to stream between the two rooms and
encouraged everyone to social distance. All of the bidding was done via
mobile devices.
Prerecorded videos of Monsignor Wald, Principal Trumbauer, Bishop
Folda, alumni, teachers and students, including the 2nd grade choir, were
played throughout the night. You can find these videos on St. John's
youtube page, titled HOPE 2020.
At the end of the evening we encouraged everyone to 'Raise their
Paddle' and support our mission one more time. St. John's Academy
provides quality, Christ-centered Catholic education to our community
and will continue to enrich the lives of many for generations to come.
THANK YOU to those who bid on items, raised their paddles, donated
their time, talents, and gifts. Thank you to the many selfless volunteers, the
awesome committee members, wonderful SJA staff, and faithful HOPE
Sponsors. Thank you for your continued support of our wonderful school.
We so appreciate your generosity and support. We cannot thank you
enough.
May God Bless You!

HOPE Table Sponsors 2020
St. John’s Academy and the HOPE Dinner Committee sincerely thank all sponsors for their
tremendous support. Their generosity supports over 240 young students and their families at
St. John’s Academy.
EAGLES FLY HIGH
Bob & Diane Heller - $5,000
Marie Boyle - $3,250
Wayne & Julie Wenner - $3,000
Cavendish Farms - $1,650
PATRONS - $750
Don Wilhelm
Dakotah Bank
Dr. William & Theresa McMillan
First Community Credit Union
Unison Bank
Ralph Friebel Recycling Center
Professional Eyecare
Northwest Tire, Inc.
Les & Gina Horgan

SAINTS - $1,250
Anderson Brothers, Inc.
Gordon's Interstate Towing, LLC
ROERS
Scherbenske, Inc.
Valley Plains Equipment
Farmers Union Insurance
Frank & Jeannette Redlin
Williams Funeral Chapel
Bank Forward
Knights of Columbus Council #1883
Skin Care Doctors, P.A.
Marlys Gallagher

HOPE Auction Cash Donors

The HOPE Auction Fund was made up of cash donations
from the following area businesses and individuals:
Advantage Electric
Ag Country Farm Credit Services
Alyssa and Andy Fitzgerald
Brad and Tammie Skari
Carol Kaiser
Cliff and Mary Ellen Kropp
Dan and Lindsey Cramer
Derek and Justine Brickner
Diane Nygaard
Don Wilhelm, Inc.
Donn and Velma Yatskis
Elaine Nieland
Erin Neville
Gate City Bank
Geni and Jim Holben
Hillerud Construction, Inc.
Hofmann Trucking
Jeremy and Tonya Anderson
Jim and Carol Kaiser
Julie Sprague

Ken and Diane Dillman
Kent and Jeanne Sortland
Knights of Columbus
Les and Gina Horgan
Lifetime Vision Source
Lloyds Toyota
Marlys Fix
Marlys Gallagher
Peggy Vandal
Rod and Judy Olin
Schumacher Construction, Inc.
St. Mathias Catholic Church
Steve Braunberger
Terry and Lynn Nieland
Triumph Inc.
Walt and Jane Nieland
Wenda and Troy LeFevre
William and Theresa McMillan
Yvette Yatskis

ANGELS - $1,000
Jason & Meghan Braun
Michael & Marilyn Smyth
Dave & Barb Hogan

FRIENDS - $600
Linden Court Apartments Reuben & Clarice Liechty
Mutschler Bartram Architects PC
Brian Chandler CPA
Dakota Central
Telecommunications
Dale & Cheryl Lende
The Elks
Harty Insurance
Heinrich & Company
Judy L. Kulla
Liechty Homes
Newman Signs
Orn Family Dentistry
Otter Tail Power Co.
Schauer Associates
The Medicine Shoppe
TMT Farms
Two Rivers Printing
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2019-2020 Annual Fund Report
From the staff and students at St. John's Academy,
THANK YOU for your generous gifts to our school!
ANGEL'S CLUB - $2,500 & UP

SAINTS CLUB - $1,500 - $2,499

Dirk T. Fischer

PRINCIPAL'S CLUB $1,000 - $1,499

SPONSOR'S CLUB $500 - $999

Rockwell Collins (via Paul Yatskis)

Nels & Ilene Albin
Rob & Mary Mastick
Bernard & Marilyn Anderson
Helen Geinert

MERIT CLUB $250 - $499
Richard & Patricia Malley
Meghan E Powers
Donn & Velma Yatskis
Andy Kudrna

CENTURY CLUB $100 - $249

ACADEMY CLUB $1 - $99
Nick & Heidi Bollinger
John & Rose Skroch
Cathleen Enderle Nelson
Bill & Joanne Ebertz
Beverly Schaack
Thomas & Deb Buhl
Charles Herold
Robert & Betty Davis
Casey & Samantha Harkness
James Greene
Julene Steidl
Jeffrey Bartholomay
Brady Althoff

Mary Archer Leidholm
Jim & Angela Madsen
Ritz Naze
Ken & Cherly Grossman
Monica Lubbers
Julie & Wayne Wenner
Ralph & Rita Greer
Time & Carol Kachel
Tom & Iva Thielges
Mathias & Evelyn Burgard
Shirley McCarthy O'Kief
Gene & Barb Carew
Jeanne Tews
Mary Lou Craig
Nadine Kainz
Don & Jackie Readel
Marcella Behles
Barbara LeFevre Whittemore
Thoas & Michelle Matchie

2019-20 Annual Fund Honorees
Gifts Given in Honor

In Honor of Paul & Cil Jarrett
Jason & Bobbi Jarrett
In Honor of Mike Ukestad, Class of 1981
Terry & Larry Ukestad

thank you
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2019-20 Annual Fund Memorials
Gifts Given in Loving Memory

In Memory of Larry & John Kropp
Darlene Kropp
In Memory of Michael Gallagher
Marlys Gallagher
In memory of Albert Bennett &
Helen Musgrace Bennett
Ellen Musgrace Berg
In memory of Sadie Hagan
Tracey & Travis Councilman
In Memory of Maxine Hallock
Robert Hallock
In Memory of Charles Frey
Mary Ellen Frey
In Memory of Linda Johnson Hansted
Barbara Roberts
In Memory of Tracy Entzminger
Darrel & Vonnie Entzminger
In Memory of Dorthy & Dick Linn
Pat & Jerry Linn
In Memory of Paul Tritschler
Thomas McCormick
In Memory of Myrtle Nelson
Thomas McCormick
In Memory of Joe & Millie Ebertz
Melissa Fluge
In Memory of Richard Rabideaux
Bud & Peggy Etzold
In Memory of Allene Hogan
Bud & Peggy Etzold
In Memory of Genevieve Doyle & Bob Heinle
Bud & Peggy Etzold
In Memory of Monica Sather
Judy & Rod Olin
In Memory of Anthony J Carlascio Sr.
Anthony J. Carlascio Jr.
In Memory of Harold Herseth
Howard Herseth
In Memory of Jacuelyn Stratford
Bud & Peggy Etzold
In Memory of Richard Wanzek
Bud & Peggy Etzold
In Memory of Alvin Rudolph
Arlene Welbes & Marie Rodier
Marion & Robert LePage
Richard & Marie Rodier
Rodney & Agnes Langer
Myrilla Sparhawk
Clark Thurn

In Memory of Sonia Heinle
Deborah Fode
Sherrie Adams
Bud & Peggy Etzold
In Memory of Deidra Brown
Bud & Peggy Etzold
Phil & Cheryl Simon
Denise Kolpack
Nita's Attic & Coffe Haus, LLC
Lynn & Sharon Waleri
Larry & Terry Ukestad
Karin McNamee
Michelle Malchow
Richard & Tammie Coleman
Joe & Elaine Hegland
Dr. Tom & Mary Geffre
Pam & Tom Heck
Ronald & Deanna Graham
Marie Boyle
Darron & Barb Orr
Marcella & Clair Baker
Charles & Julie Jeske
Mary Jo Stewart
Kristi Jesse
In Memory of Tam Braunberger
Tessa Gould
John & Lue Lokemoen
Jim & Connie Harty
Clem & Pamela Gross
Harvey Huber
Rod & Sandy Wilhelm
Andy & Alyssa Fitzgerald
Bud & Peggy Etzold
Scott & Bernice Monson
Robert & Linda McIlonie
Judy Kulla
Duane & Carla VanDyke
Marion Piatz
Albert & Mary Beth Schumacher
Reuben & Clarice Liechty
Richard & Carma Maddock
Scott & Donna Schrader
Tim & Carol Kachel
Kresha & Mark Wiest
Marilyn & Mike Smyth
Jeff & Ruleen McMillan
Tim & Michelle Neva
Jamie Czapiewski
Rod & Judy Olin
Johnson, Niemeyer, Steinmetz, & Wanner Families
Corey & Heidi Larson
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In Memoriam
St. John's Academy remembers our alumni, friends, and family.
We apologize for any omissions.
Monsignor Jeffrey Wald died October 28th, 2020 - St. James Basilica
Kathleen Hickey, RN died Oct 30th, 2020 - Class of 1966
Rita (Szarkowski) Naze died March 16, 2020 - Class of 1940
Sylvia Ertz died on Sept 15, 2020 - Class of 1951
Marvin Wanzek died Oct 24th, 2020 - Class of 1951
Mary (Wagner) Steele died Oct 16th, 2020 - Class of 1944
Betty (Polries) Szarkowski died on July 16, 2020 - St. John's Academy volunteer
Deidra Brown died Jan 7, 2019 - Alumni Parent
Please send alumni memorial information to sarah.sankey@k12.nd.us

St. John's Academy Addition Complete
On October 7th, the Academy addition was declared officially complete with a visit from Bishop Folda, who blessed the
building and dedicated St. Joseph’s Chapel. The $6 million project brought over 17,000 square feet of new space to St.
John’s Academy and is highlighted by the new chapel. A chapel has been something the Academy had been without
since the demolition of the convent in 1998. The beautiful space is located appropriately at the center of the addition
as our Lord is at the center of all that we do at the school.
Additionally, a 5,000 square foot commons and kitchen, with all the modern amenities, was a part of the project.
Academy students are now able to enjoy their meals on the main level of the building with large windows flooding the
area with natural night.
Ten new classrooms were added as well. First floor classrooms, designated for our younger grade levels, have
bathrooms in the rooms for monitoring purposes. All new classrooms are fitted with cabinetry and sinks for multiple
purposes and a voice amplifying system for the teachers.
The south end of the main building (1927 building) was renovated as well, with the expansion of two classrooms and
the relocation of the administrative office to the south end of the school. The new administration area consists of a
large workspace for staff, 4 offices, sick room, and a teachers’ lounge that the staff at the Academy utilize daily.
The addition, made possible by the school’s benefactors, has altered the course of St. John’s Academy and solidified
the school’s status in the community of Jamestown. Furthermore, it will greatly improve the educational experience for
the students who attend the Academy for generations to come. A sincere thank you to all who made this dream a
reality and to our Lord and Savior for his abundant blessings on the Academy.

Monsignor Jeffrey Wald
Pastor, St. James Basilica
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Jeff Trumbauer
Principal - St John's Academy

Charity Begins

at a Young Ag

e

For the third consecutive year Brady Althoff
has generously given all the money he has
received for his birthday to St. John's
Academy. When asked why he gave his
birthday money, Brady, a fourth grader,
happily replied, "I have enough presents and
toys, plus the school still needs some work. It
(SJA) is just a really cool place and I wanted to
help."
2 Corinthians 9:7 says, "Each man should give
what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver." May we all learn from
Brady's example and give of ourselves with a
joyful heart and attitude. Way to go, Brady!

If you would like to receive this SJA
EAGLE Newsletter via email,
submit your email via:
https://www.stjamesbasilica.org/
SJA-Eagle-

The Annual Fund is the largest single appeal
to our entire community in support of St.
John's Academy. Tuition alone does not
cover the full cost of a quality, Christcentered education at St. John's Academy.
The school relies on unrestricted gifts to the
Annual Fund to cover the gap. Your
generous gift to the Annual Fund allows us to
better fulfill our mission to spread the
Gospel of Christ Jesus through Catholic
Education.
The additional benefit to you is your
contribution is an eligible tax deduction. St.
John's Academy is a qualified non-profit
under IRS code 501c3.
Gifts paid by June 30 will be included in the
Annual Report for that fund year.

Ways to Donate:
Fill out pledge card insert and/or send
check to:
SJA Annual Fund
c/o Sarah Sankey
215 5th St. SE
Jamestown, ND 58401
Or Online for one-time or recurring
donations:
stjamesbasilica.org
> give online
>St. John's Academy
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Tom & Joyce Rulon Make a Difference
My role at St. John’s Academy as vice principal and technology director, it is my job to research and
address technology needs within the school. In 2014, we were actively looking at the benefits of
integrating iPads into the curriculum. At that time, I met Tom and Joyce Rulon. They expressed a desire to
assist the school with the purchase of said iPads. Thanks to Tom and Joyce, and many other generous
people in our community, we were able to purchase our first and now second set of iPads, as well as
Smartboards in every classroom. Tom and Joyce are firm believers in education, especially Catholic
education, as the love of learning runs deep in their family.
If you were to take a walk around the halls of SJA, you would see evidence of the difference the Rulon's
have made in the education of our dear children. Classrooms are equipped with an iPad for each
student, Smartboards mounted at the front of each classroom, a computer lab equipped with up-to-date
computers and printers for testing, research, creating presentations, learning sites, and more. Joyce and
Tom have been instrumental in all of these new technological advancements which will daily enhance the
students' learning experience in every subject.
Not only have they impacted the lives of the children at St. John's, they have had a tremendous impact on
my life. Through the years, I have been blessed with a beautiful friendship with Joyce and Tom. Their
laughter, wit, and compassion have touched my heart. Saying thank you will never be enough.
Marlys Fix
Vice Principal & Technology Director at St. John's Academy

St. John's Academy Alumni Testimonials
Beth Keller and daughter Reagen, SJA Alumni

Beth: St. John's has impacted us as a family and has impacted Reagan as a student and as a
person for the rest of her life. It was a big decision whether she was going to stay at St. John's
for 6th grade because most of her friends were moving on to the Middle School at that time.
As a parent I felt like I was going to just pray for her and make that decision on her own. She
has always been, from a young age, very grounded in Christ and a big part of that comes
from St. John's Academy. I just wanted her to trust God and make that decision on her own,
prayerfully.
Reagan: I was at youth group one night and the Pastor really put it on my heart and told me
that I can't worry about my friends and I have to trust where God is taking me. I ran home
that night and I told my mom that I wanted to stay at St. John's. I just knew that it was and
still is one of the best decisions I've ever made. It's my favorite place. Mrs. Yatskis made such
a big impact not only when I was in school, but on my life forever. I'll definitely be coming
back to visit the school that has really brought me ground up.

Dr. Alex Looysen,
SJA Alumni
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I truly think you get the best
education here, I really do. I think all
of the faculty really care about the
students and invest their time into
them and make sure that they're
going to succeed. Looking back, I
know that I was well prepared here,
for the future, even going into
college. A lot of what I learned in
religion class here has really pushed
me and I've kept a lot of that as I've
grown in my faith throughout life.

Jackson Jarrett,
SJA Alumni

I know that St. John's Academy
taught me more about God
than any other place could
have. The teachers here made
me feel so comfortable and
confident, academically and
spiritually, so that I know that
God will always be with me. I
think that if people choose to
go to this school they will never
regret it.

Her Heart & Soul Remained at
St. John's Academy

Rita & Tony Naze met at St. John's Academy and that is where their love story began. Born to Paul and Edith
Szarkowski of Fried, ND in 1922, Rita Szarkowski, attended school in Fried for eight years before coming to
the Academy. It was there that she met Anthony P. Naze, of Jamestown. He graduated from the Academy in
1936 and she in 1940. They were married in June of 1941. Rita worked as a "Rosie the Riveter" in the Twin
Cities while Tony served overseas during WW II. Life took them many places, including Jamestown, Fargo, St.
Paul, MN, La Crosse, WI, and lastly Rockford, IL. They were founding members of St. Bernadette Parish in
Rockford. Tony became a Deacon in 1976 and devoted his life from that time forward to the Church. He was
an inspiration to many and loved by all who were fortunate enough to get to know him. Rita supported him
in his work and was also heavily involved in their parish. Without a doubt, their faith was strengthened
through their years at St. John's Academy.
Rita and Tony were exceptionally proud of their North Dakota roots and would talk to anyone who would
listen about their wonderful childhoods. Rita often said she felt that the education she received at St. John's
Academy was as valuable as any college education and beyond. Rita & Tony's six children still cherish their
parents' stories and memories from family trips back to North Dakota.
Tony passed away in February of 1994 but that did not stop Rita from visiting her home state and family farm
in Fried, ND. On one particular visit in 2013, with several family members, she decided to walk through St.
John's Academy, for this is where Rita said her heart and soul always remained. This was an emotional and
joyful highlight of their trip, having been able to see their class pictures as they walked the halls where Rita
and Tony first met. The Academy was such a foundational building block of the whole family.
Rita passed away earlier this year, in March of 2020. We learned after-the-fact that she has been a regular
contributor to St. John's for many years. We are so happy and impressed to hear of the tremendous growth
at St. John's Academy.

Rita and Tony are survived by their six children, 15 grandchildren, 26 great-grandchildren, and 13 (and still
counting) great-great grandchildren! What a beautiful legacy of God's love living through them.
Thank you, St. John's Academy, for being such a big part of our family's history.
Written by Rosemary Muldowney
Daughter of Rita & Tony Naze
Edited by Sarah Sankey

Anthony Naze '36

Rita Szarkowski '40

Mr. & Mrs. Naze, 1941

Rita Naze, 2013
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