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Celebrating 25 Years of HOPE Dinner and Auction
The vision of HOPE Dinner was started by the former

principal Sister Dorothy Zeller. What a blessing the HOPE
dinner and auction has been for the staff and students of
St. John’s Academy! In October we celebrated our 25th
year; our special guests were the Most Rev. John T. Folda,
Rev. Matthew J. Kraemer, and some of the members of the
very first committee: Sister Dorothy Zeller, Jim & Carolyn
Exner, and Kirk & Deb Heim. The dinner’s welcome was
given by Monsignor
Jeffrey Wald and
Principal Mark
Wiest. 

Volunteers put in
many hours in the
months, weeks, and
days leading up to
this great event.
They were able to
transform the
Zebedee center into
an elegant atmosphere
that recreated the special theme chosen for the year. This
year the delicious food was prepared by the Knights of
Columbus and served by our parent/community volunteers
as well as the University of Jamestown men’s baseball
team. We were entertained by our wonderful St. John’s
Academy 2nd graders who sang “In Christ Alone,”
“They’ll Know We Are Christians,” and the St. John’s
Academy Cheer Song.

Many silent as well as over 40 live auction items were
displayed and auctioned off to raise money. Here are a few

of the auction items: Bison and Viking weekend packages,
a backyard BBQ, family weekend getaways, the 1st and
2nd pews for our St. John’s Academy Christmas Pageant,
hooky with the principal, the famous Men in Black dinner,
a fisherman’s dream vacation, and the Aikens Lake
Wilderness Lodge Trip in Manitoba Canada donated by
Gravel Products, Inc.

The HOPE committee as well as the staff and students at
St. John’s Academy
extend a heartfelt
THANK YOU to all
of the amazing vol-
unteers, sponsors,
auction donors, and
ORR auctioneers for
their continued sup-
port. Thank you to
the committee mem-
bers who gave of
their time and talent

to make this another
successful year. And finally, thank you to all the guests
who came together as a community of faith to support the
mission of SJA. This year we raised over $120,000 for our
students at St. John’s Academy!!

Mark your calendars for October 1, 2016! Be a part of
St. John’s Academy’s 26th Annual HOPE Dinner and
Auction. If you have a time share or a special item you
would like to sponsor for our auction, please call Peggy at
701-252-0119 or Heidi at 701-252-3397.

6th grade class

Kindergarten class project

Second graders performing



2nd grade class project

Convent stained glass window table

3rd grade class project

PreK-AM class project

Kindergarten class project

All class projectMs. Mutschler’s 5th grade class projectMrs. Smith’s 5th grade class project



First HOPE Dinner Committee - Kirk & Deb Heim, Sister Dorothy
Zeller, Carolyn & Jim Exner, (absent Don & Louise Holden). HOPE Volunteers

HOPE Dinner Sponsors 2015
St. John’s Academy and the HOPE Dinner Committee sincerely thank all sponsors for their tremendous support.

Their generosity helps over 250 young students at St. John’s Academy.
SAINTS - $1,250
Don Wilhelm, Inc. (23)
Knights of Columbus Council

#1883 (20)
Skin Care Doctors, P.A. Dr. Michael

Ebertz (10)
Gravel Products, Inc. (8) 
Farmers Union Insurance (6)
Midwest Industrial X-Ray, Inc. (6)
Kirk & Janet Lanterman (5) 
Mark & Melanie Anderson (4) 
Mike & Heidi Williams (4)
Scherbenske Inc. (4)
Les & Gina Horgan Family (3)
Anne Carlsen Center (2) 
Erin Lamp State Farm (2) 
H.H.H. Design Custom Home

Const. & Excavation Services &
Aggregate  (1)

ANGELS - $1,000
More From Orr Auction Service (25) 
Michael & Marilyn Smyth (16)
Williams-Lisko Funeral Chapel (15)
Jason & Meghan Braun (6)

PATRONS - $750 
Unison Bank (24)
Dr. William & Theresa McMillan

(15)
Agri-Cover Inc. (7)
Northwest Tire (7)
Haut Funeral Home (4) 
Gary, Roger & Truman Haut 
Frank & Jeannette Redlin (2) 
Wade & April Readel (1) 
Paul & LaRissa Wiley (1) 

FRIENDS - $600 
First Community Credit Union (23) 
Wells Fargo Bank (23)
Nick & Rita Scherbenske (22)
US Bank – Jamestown (22)
Dale & Cheryl Lende (21)
Linden Court Apts. – Reuben &

Clarice Liechty (20)
Elks Lodge #995 (19)
Heinrich & Company (19)
Liechty Homes, Inc. (19)
The Medicine Shoppe (17)
Two Rivers Printing (16)

Cavendish Farms (14)
Titan Machinery (11)
Judy Kulla (10) 
Terry & Janice Wanzek (10) 
The Jamestown Sun (8)
Central Sales (7) 
Harty Insurance Inc. (7)
Professional Eyecare Centers, P.C.

(6)
Reuben Liechty Realtors (6)
Newman Signs, Inc. (5)
Ottertail Power Company (5)
Schauer & Associates, P.C. (5) 
Dick Carpenter (3) 
Sjostrom Ag Service, Inc. (3)
Rubicon Mortgage LLC Wyatt

Pollert (2)
Dakota Central Telecommunications

(2)
AXA Advisors – Dave Falk (2)
Brian Chandler, CPA (1)
Barb & Dave Hogan (1) 
Dacotah Bank (1)

(The number in parentheses represents the number of years the business/individual has been a HOPE Dinner sponsor.)



What an exciting school year
we have had at St. John’s
Academy! I can’t believe we
have just a couple of months of
school remaining. I am also
wrapping up my sixth year as
principal at St. John’s Academy.
It has been an amazing six
years with many accomplish-
ments, and each day I feel so
blessed to be a part of such a
wonderful school and work
with outstanding people. I am
proud to be a part of the best
elementary school in our com-

munity.
I am enjoying my time working with Monsignor Jeffrey

Wald, my teachers and staff, and everyone else associated
with St. John’s Academy, Faith Formation, and St. James
Basilica. Monsignor Wald and Father Sean Mulligan have
spent a lot of time at the school and conduct weekly priest
visits to all the classrooms. The students have really
enjoyed that. We are also in our second year of holding
weekly Mass at the school which has been such a nice
addition to our Catholic school.

This is also the second year of using iPads in the class-
room. Students in 5th and 6th grade each have their own
iPad to use throughout the day with the remaining rooms
(K-4) having 6 iPads in their rooms. Teachers have been
integrating the iPads as an additional tool to use with their
curriculum. Teachers can use them in all subject areas if
they choose. The students have definitely enjoyed having
them and look forward to using them every day. As the
school year continues, Mrs. Fix and I will provide profes-
sional development for the staff on how to implement the
iPads into daily classroom use. This will be on-going
development at many of our Professional Learning
Community sessions. (PLCs).

As I mentioned, it has been a very exciting year. The
25th Annual HOPE (Help Offer Private Education) Dinner
and Auction, “360 North,” had an outstanding night and
helped the school raise over $125,000. It was a memorable
night for all who attended, and we are already preparing
for the 26th Annual set for October 1, 2016. Please reserve
the date on your calendar.  

The students and staff once again enjoyed the Catholic
Schools Week celebration, February 1-5. Our theme this
year was Catholic Schools, Communities of Faith,
Knowledge and Service. We had many events and celebra-
tions throughout the week. One of the main highlights was
an alumni visit from Mitch Gallagher and Darron Orr who
shared their talents and journeys with our staff & students.
Many great memories are made each year during Catholic
Schools Week!

St. John’s Academy also participated in the 2016 Giving
Hearts Day which was an outstanding success for us as we
had almost $17,000 in donations to the school. Please con-
sider giving next year to this wonderful school.

St. John’s Academy is also in the early stages of looking

into the future of our wonderful school. We have estab-
lished a 13 person committee along with school board
members to help evaluate and make a decision on what our
direction will be. We are facing many challenges with our
existing building as we move forward. We currently have
no empty classrooms, and we have the potential to add
more students and sessions but cannot. We currently have
almost 80 students utilizing our childcare program. With
this amount of students we have to use three different loca-
tions in the school to accommodate the kids. Childcare has
been a great addition to the school and with the lack of
childcare choices in the community this could continue to
grow along with our Pre-school, PreK and other early
childhood programs. So needless to say, the amount of
classrooms we have in the school is not able to accommo-
date us as we move forward. We are also struggling with
our classrooms sizes and space for storage for the entire
school.

Along with these issues and concerns, we have a very
old building with many issues ranging from the efficiency
of the windows, heating system (boilers), no air condition-
ing, asbestos, and an outdated cafeteria.

Last, we would love to explore the opportunity of
adding a chapel to our school for weekly Mass.

We have many topics that need to be addressed, and we
need to decide what the best route would be in handling
our concerns. We want to do what is best for St. John’s
Academy for the next generation of families and students.
We value your input so if you would to share your
thoughts or questions, please feel free to contact us.

For any alumni thinking about ways to donate to the
school, please feel free to call Peggy Etzold at 701-252-
0119 or myself at 701-252-3397.

Like always, please feel free to stop by anytime to say
hello and visit. As we head into the summer, please keep
SJA in your thoughts and prayers. I look forward to my
future years with St. John’s Academy. It’s a wonderful
place for all the families, and we can all be proud to be a
part of this great family.

God Bless,
Principal Mark Wiest

Principal’s Corner

Mark Wiest

ATTENTION PARENTS OF
ST. JOHN’S ACADEMY ALUMNI

If your son or daughter has a new address,
please pass it on to us at St. John’s Academy
so we can send them the SJA Eagle
Newsletter.

Email to development@stjamesbasilica.org
or heidi.sagaser@k12.nd.us



St. John’s Academy participat-
ed in our 1st year in the Giving
Hearts Day 24-hour online giv-
ing for non-profits. We are hum-
bled by the generous hearts who
helped us raise $17,000 includ-
ing our generous matching gift
of $4,000. THANK YOU to all
who supported St. John’s
Academy. We hope gifts contin-
ue to grow each year as we
grow in stewardship of the
many gifts God has given us.

“As each one has received a gift,
use it to serve one another as good

stewards of God’s varied grace” (1 Pt 4:10).
Stewardship is a commitment to participate in a

Christ-centered lifestyle through sacrificial offering of
time, talent, and treasure. By embracing stewardship,
we are able to imitate the love and generosity of our
Lord and share His love with those around us. As dis-
ciples, it is our calling to be role models of active
stewardship in our school and parish. It is one gift we

are able to pass on for generations. By engendering a
lifestyle of giving and sacrifice, we ensure that St.
John’s Academy will continue to thrive for genera-
tions to come.

It is with a grateful heart that I am in my 8th year in
the ministry of working for St. James Basilica and St.
John’s Academy. I cherish the many wonderful
parishioners and alumni of St. John’s Academy that I
have met over the years! Through the generous hearts
of many, it truly gives me the hope for future.

May our Heavenly Father shower you with His grace
and blessing as you seek to grow closer to Him! 

Development Corner

Peggy Etzold
St. John’s Academy/
St. James Basilica

Family Literacy Day - Catholic Schools Week

Mrs. Gapinski and Clifford Hug me, Clifford

Family Literacy DayFamily Literacy Day Jennifer Senger reading to students

High Five from Clifford Family Literacy Day

National Mustache Day - Mrs. Fix
rhyming session

6th graders working on project Family
Literacy Day Students making super snacks.

It’s all about the books – about the books – no other. We
were blessed at St. John’s to receive a grant from PBS
towards a literacy day event we partook in during Catholic
Schools Week. Our theme was superheroes, and that theme
carried throughout all the activities that afternoon. The stu-
dents met in the gym for a small pep rally, traveled to dif-
ferent stations, and ended back in the gym. PBS provided
books, resources, tattoos (which were a HUGE hit), a media
station, and CLIFFORD enjoyed the day with us as well.
The students enjoyed different activities related to literacy,
for example: smacking rhyming words, creating alliteration
superhero poems, comic strips, superhero word creations,
and creating super snacks! What a SUPER day it was and
how blessed we were to share the love of reading with our
entire school community! 



Pennies For Patients - Catholic Schools Week
Jill Mahoney, Coordinator

Congratulations to our SJA school family! 
Together grades 1-6 raised $1,697.82 in a single

week! Over the ten years SJA has participated in
Pennies for Patients, our school has donated over
$17,000! Our donations to the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society help children who are fighting
blood cancers in Minnesota, South Dakota, and
North Dakota.

I would especially like to recognize the class-
room teachers and students for the extra effort you
put into our Kick-Off Assembly this year. It was
beyond impressive. Your creativity and thoughtful-
ness were very much appreciated and noticed! It
was really special – I wished ALL parents could
have enjoyed that morning with us! Thank you!

Thanks also to SJA students and families for their
generosity, SJA Student Council for working the
pep rallies, students who volunteered for morning
announcements, and Unison Bank for volunteering
to count donations again this year!

Sixth graders contribute their week’s collection to the
school’s total at this year’s Big Reveal assembly.

Daily dollar Dairy Queen winners.

President Lincoln as portrayed by
Mrs. Yvette Yatskis.

Student Council members address the student body at
this year’s opening Kick-Off Assembly.

Student Council



In Memoriam
St. John’s Academy remembers our alumni, friends and family in loving prayer. We apologize for any omissions. 

Dorothy Margaret (Boehm) Leary
died December 28, 2015 – St.
John’s Academy Class of 1954

Lois (Chic) Heer died Jan. 2, 2016 -
St. John’s Academy Class of 1950

Josephine (Gaedtke) Miska died Jan.
12, 2016  St. John’s Class 1950 

Donna Heer died Jan. 21, 2016 – St.
John’s Academy Class of 1947

Irene Gunkel died Jan. 24, 2016 – St. John’s
Academy Class of 1947 

Robert Exner died Jan. 27, 2016- St. John’s
Academy Class of 1962

James K. Harty Sr. died Feb. 5, 2016 – attended St.
John’s Academy 

Gary A. Hanson died Feb. 11, 2016 – husband of
former SJA teacher Sandi 

Joyce (Miemietz) Buetow died March 12, 2016 –
attended St. John’s Academy

Jacqueline M. (Dunn) Tews died March 21, 2016 –
attended St. John’s Academy

Edna M. (Peg) Pokorny died April 3, 2016 – St.
John’s Academy Class of 1941

Norinne (LaFond) Sale died March 18, 2016 – St.
John’s Academy Class of 1942

SJA Flashbacks

Above: Denne Senne as Captain Dick tries
to get the attention of Virginia Lincoln
(Joan) as they portray their lead roles.

Above: Junior class National Honor Society
members, Sharon Kropp, Roscella
Kubischta, Marilee Lowe, Cheryl Shane,
Jean Leines, Barbara Klose and Maryellen
Schall (not pictured), who were received
last year, welcome their classmates and
newly-received members, Tom Zimney and
Kathy Figge. Left: Cathy Thielges and Diana Skroch

begin their duo.

Below: Father Schuler directs the com-
bined choruses in the gallery of St. James
Church.

Below: Sister Mary Micheas presents
Roscella Kubischta and Kay Kuntz half-
tuition science scholarships awarded annu-
ally by the student council.



Alumni Spotlight
Hunter Braunberger

My name is Hunter Braunberger. I
am a 2009 St. John’s Academy grad-
uate. I am currently a freshman at the
University of Jamestown studying
business administration with a con-
centration in marketing. 

I have been involved in the arts my
whole life. I first started drawing
around the age of three. The one per-
son who has influenced me the most
to hold an arts and faith-based life would be my grandmoth-
er, Judy Braunberger. She started me off drawing with only
a pencil and paper. She did not allow me to use coloring
books because she felt as though they hinder the imagina-
tion by already having an idea printed on the page. She
wanted me to create my own ideas. 

Throughout my whole life, I have went through many
different “phases.” From dinosaurs, to sharks, tornadoes,
the Titanic, WWII, and even more. Whatever phase I was in
at the time, that would be all I drew. One of the most chal-
lenging things I ever attempted to draw was the Titanic.
Being the perfectionist I am, I would study the architecture
of the ship, so I could draw it exactly as it was. It took
many years for me to be able to draw the complex ship
from memory. But once I got it down, it was all I would
draw. After about 13 years of drawing, I took my first art
class as a sophomore at Jamestown High School. I was
given an assign-
ment to paint
whatever I
wanted. Almost
as second
nature, I decid-
ed to paint the
Titanic. This
was my fourth
and last paint-
ing I have done.

Nick Tews
Nick Tews is a 1997 St. John’s

Academy alumni.
Nick grew up in Jamestown, North

Dakota, where he graduated high
school and earned his Bachelor’s of
Arts and Spanish. After his time at the
University of Jamestown, Nick moved
to Minneapolis to pursue his Master’s
of Fine Arts at the Minneapolis
College of Art and Design. After grad-
uating with his MFA, Nick spent two years working in the
world of advertising, while at the same time teaching courses
at Globe University. Nick soon realized his passions rested
more strongly in education than advertising and made it his
goal to receive his teaching license in K-12 visual arts. Upon
receiving his teaching license, Nick now works at a charter
school in St. Paul teaching K-12 arts. In addition, to teaching
elementary and secondary level students, Nick still teaches at
the college level and enjoys exploring new projects with dif-
ferent students at the Bloomington Art Center during his
summer months. 

Nick has showcased his art at the Aloft and Le Méridien
Hotels, the Minneapolis Institute of Arts, the Atrium
Gallery of the Bloomington Art Center, and group art shows
at the Barnes & Thornburg Law Firm. Nick’s preferred
media to work with fluctuates between traditional drawing,
pen and ink, and painting.



Alumni Spotlight
Kara Fix

Hi my name is Kara Fix, and I am a
2007 (6th) St. John’s Academy alum-
ni. I have been attending North Dakota
State University for 3 years studying
art and international studies. In the art
program I have taken classes in paint-
ing, photography, drawing, ceramics,
two dimensional design, and print
making. In my years at NDSU I have
also been a member of the University
Chamber Singers. Music and art are a huge part of my life
and I am blessed to have them be a part of my life every
day.

Kayla Redlin Larson
Hi my name is Kayla Redlin

Larson, and I am a 1998(6th) SJA
alumni. Growing up I always enjoyed
being creative and would do any craft
project I could get my hands on, and
this still holds true today. My favorite
form of creativity is painting, and I
enjoy making artwork for around my
house and as gifts, including a paint-
ing for the HOPE dinner auction. My
passion for creativity and design led me to pursue a Graphic
Communications Degree from MSUM. With this degree I
help market companies by designing logos, brochures, web-
sites and other advertising pieces. It’s fun to be able to put
my creativity to work every day in my career and use that
creativity to help companies grow.

Art is one of those
things we simply
must do so our

spirits may grow.



All Saints Day

Christmas Pageant



Catholic Schools Week

6th grade basketball - Mr. Wiest and Ms. Dale teams

6th grade Community Recognition5th grade singing Salve Regina led by Fr. Mulligan

JHS Jazz Choir Knights of Columbus Recognition

Door of Mercy

Alumni Darren Orr with daughter and son.
He shared his auctioneer talent with us.

Alumni Mitch Gallagher shared his instrumental talent
with us.

Tour of St. James

Prayer Partners

Fr.  Mulligan explaining the Door of Mercy



The seventh annual POKER
FACE was held on Friday,
February 26, at the Knights of
Columbus. Over 90 people
attended the fun filled evening,
our best ever turn out yet!! The
night had several games of

chance where guests were able to obtain chips to win three
grand prizes: a Yeti Cooler, donated by Joyce & Dwaine

Heinrich and Todd & Jolene Sjostrom; an IPad Mini, donat-
ed by Heidi & Mike Williams; and a Samsung Sound Bar,
donated by John & Yvette Yatskis.

Those that attended also had an opportunity to bid on
silent auction items and enter a purse raffle that was donat-
ed by Joan Morris. Thank you all for coming and support-
ing FACE which is St. John’s Academy endowment fund;
$5,500 was raised that evening!

FACE (Foundation for Advancement of Christian Education)

Live Museum at SJA

JFK Johnny Appleseed Albert Einstein Pocahontas
First woman astronaut, Sally
Ride

Benjamin Franklin (left),  Lewis & Clark (right) Neil Armstrong Abe Lincoln



Classroom Happenings
MRS. MAHONEY AND MRS. DOBSON’S
KIDS’ KINGDOM NEWS

Kids’ Kingdom spent some of the winter
answering phones and taking cookie orders in

our Christmas Kitchen. All
orders were math related as
the cookies had numbers
and corresponding amounts
written on them. The bak-
ers delivered orders direct-
ly to classroom customers
after solving the math
problems.

Banging and pounding
could be heard from the
KK room as well with the opening of our Word Building

Construction Company. Hard
hats, full tool belts, and a vari-
ety of wood blocks were used
to build words in this center.
Lower case letters were
attached to square blocks for
use in the construction of 3 to 5
letter words from the Word
Wall. Students then wrote the
word and drew the item they

‘constructed’ from the blocks.
Morning preschool groups got a bit theatrical after study-

ing the story, The Little Red
Hen. In our revised version
the hen makes a pizza, and
her friends actually DO
help! We have reenacted
our adapted story in various
ways. Later this spring we
will be inviting classes to
watch our play (complete
with costumes!) During Dr.
Seuss Week these groups
created books of opposites and will read them to the upper
graders - all by ourselves!

The Kids’ K pre-kindergarteners have tackled different

multi-stepped art projects, learned the reasons for and the
meanings behind their given names in heart felt letters from
their parents, traveled to the post office to mail personalized
Valentines and wrote letters to soldiers, made conclusions in

a Green Taste Test, completed
color science experiments, and
practiced rhyming skills. 
B – I – N – G – O and num-

bers are the game, OH! Each ses-
sion plays this math game in dif-
ferent ways as we use Bingo to
work on number recognition and
value. With our Coin Math we
have labeled, sorted, counted, and
stacked. Using pennies, nickels and
dimes, we talked about size, color and
value. Addition and subtraction, along
with more and less, were other con-
cepts we used the coins for.

As we wait for warmer days to
approach, we continue to work on math
concepts and language; sequencing,
addition and subtraction, opposites, let-
ter recognition and phonics, and
rhyming.  

MRS. NEVILLE’S PRE-KINDERGARTEN
NEWS

“A person’s a person no matter how small!”
The week of March 2nd, pre-kindergarten cele-
brated Dr. Suess’

birthday by reading many of
his books and doing lots of
fun activities. One of the
highlights was reading Green
Eggs and Ham and then mak-
ing our own green eggs and
ham in our classroom. Each
student got a turn mixing the
eggs and stirring them in the pan. After some reluctance
from the students, we all tried a
few bites. Much to their surprise,
they did like green eggs and ham!
Another activity we did was mak-
ing Thing 1 and Thing 2 from the
Cat in the Hat. We painted our
hands and used them to make the
characters. They turned out great!
We finished the week by wearing
hats, just like the Cat in the Hat.
The children loved reading all of
the books, and celebrating a great

Clifford visits kids

Isla practices writing her name by
using shaving cream

Jillian and Dezytyni
react to a science
experiment outcome

Kids Pre-K at the their Friday night
jammie party

National fake mustache day

Lindsey gets some help measuring
her pumpkin.

Harper stops to think during a
writing project



author! “Sometimes you will never know the value of a
moment until it becomes a memory!” – Dr. Seuss

MRS. LEFEVRE AND MS. DALE’S
KINDERGARTEN NEWS

Wow! What a wonderful year it has been in
Kindergarten. It has been fun watching the stu-

dents grow socially and academically over these past seven
months. We started out
the year excited and ready
to learn; we have contin-
ued with the same enthu-
siasm ever since. The
school year began by
spending time mastering
the letters and sounds of
the alphabet. From there
the students begin to
blend sounds together to

formulate words and in no time they are able to indepen-
dently read books on their own.

Each day the students explore
new math materials with a smile
on their face. Tangrams, pattern
blocks, geoboard and teddy bears
are just a few examples of the
manipulatives used in class. The
students have become experts at
counting to 100 by 1’s, 5’s and
10’s and have worked very hard

memorizing their birthdays, phone numbers, and addresses.
In February we discussed and encouraged the students to

complete three random acts of kindness
outside of school. This was a fun task
that made the students feel good about
the positivity they were bringing to the
community and those around them. 

There have also been monthly hap-
penings in Kindergarten that bring
excitement and joy amongst the group.
Friendship Friday and Fitness Friday are
a few of the days that the students par-
ticipate in. Friendship Friday is a special
day when the students gather together with children from
other areas of the SJA Early Childhood Program. They

move from room to room while
working on different hands-on
learning activities regarding a spe-
cific theme for that day. We will
conclude Friendship Friday with
an art show and our very own
Friendship Friday Olympics! In
addition, Fitness Friday is a Friday
when the entire
school meets

in the gym to dance and work on their
fitness.

This year the students were paired
with the 5th grade class as their Prayer
Partners. The students continuously
pray for each other and have worked

together on several projects.
Some of the projects they
have done so far this year
include creating an owl, deco-
rating Christmas cards, mak-
ing candy cane sleighs, play-
ing board games and reading
books. 

It has been an awesome
year watching the students
laugh, learn and grow as members of the SJA school com-
munity. As the year winds down, our ‘spring fever’ has
started to kick in, and we are looking forward to nice
weather, sunshine and many exciting class field trips. 

MRS. FOX’S FIRST GRADE NEWS

Frogs, Frogs, Frogs—the first grade room has
been jumping with excitement!

Racing Frogs, Fairy Tales, and Safari—OH
MY! Reading, Reading, Reading like crazy! We’ve traveled
the world
from the
Gingerbread
Houses of
Germany, the
Fairy Tales of
many coun-
tries, to an
African
Safari. We’ve
studied and
created an
under the sea world of animals and we got to bring pets to
school. It’s been a fun year filled with a lot of learning and
excitement. Below are some of their favorites.

My favorite memory in first grade is decorating the gin-
gerbread house because I got to make the gingerbread
house with my mom. I love the Halloween one because we
got to eat candy!
I love 1st grade!

Hoyt Paul
My favorite

memory in first
grade is Pet Day
because I got to
bring my dog
Cash. She is a
wild dog and all
the students got
to bring their

Second day of school

Christmas 2015 stu-
dents touching a
moose hide

Kindergarten prayer partners

Halloween kindergarten

Halloween party in kinder-
garten

Kindergarten pump-
kins

Ms. Dale kindergarten

Veterans visit kindergarten
class



pets too. It was fun! My
second favorite is the
African Safari. I love it
because my teacher went
to Africa. I learned about
Africa.

Sage Williamson
My favorite memory

in first grade is pet day
because we got to pet the pets. I like Bear Day because we
got to bring bears. I liked first grade because it is fun.

Kase Woehl
My favorite memory in first grade is the Fairy Tales

because I like Frozen. I also liked the Under the Sea World
because I saw all the sea animals. I love first grade!

Madilyn Hoff
My favorite memory this year is Pet Day because I saw

all the pets. I liked  the Under the Sea World party because
we made ocean animals. I also liked the frog races because
we got to see frogs. It was awesome!

Emelia Cramer
My favorite memory

in first grade is Pet Day
because I got to see all of
the other dogs. It was an
awesome time! My sec-
ond favorite is the Fairy
Tales. We all told our
fairy tales. I liked mine
because it was Rupunzel.

Jaelyn Sloan
My favorite memory in first grade was Pet Day and the

Gingerbread House because I got to make a gingerbread
house with candy. And Pet Day I liked because I got to see
all the pets. I think 1st grade is a lot of fun!

Lucas Lytle
My favorite memory is the Gingerbread Houses and

Valentine’s Day Party. I liked building the Gingerbread
Houses because I got to do it with my Mom. My second
one is Valentine’s Day Party because we got candy. It was
epic! I had fun in first grade.

Tucker Allen
My favorite memory in

first grade is Pet Day. I
liked it because we
brought pets. I liked the
Gingerbread Houses
because we got to eat it.
First Grade is fun!

Aiden Skari
My Favorite memory

in first grade is
Halloween. I liked Halloween because we got candy and I
got to dress up like a dog. I also liked the Gingerbread
Houses. I got to put a lot of candy on the house. I love 1st
grade!

Briella Martin
My favorite memory in first grade is Pet Day. I love this

day because everyone’s pets were there. My second favorite
was Under the Sea World Party. I liked it because there
were a lot of  fish. And last I liked the Gingerbread Houses.
It was fun because there was candy! First grade is so, so,

so, so, so, so, so, so, so, so, so, fun!
Audrey Drew

My favorite
memory in first
grade is the Fairy
Tales because we
got to tell a story
and listen to a story
and dress up. My
second memory is
the Ginger bread
Houses because my
Dad came to help.
We put lots of
candy on the
Gingerbread House.

First Grade is awesome, you should try it!
Braxton Burkett

My favorite memory in first grade is Pet Day because I
got to bring my dog, Lexi and everyone liked her and I also
got to see other people’s pets. It was cool. Then I liked the
frog races. I liked them because they were slimy. I love first
grade!

Ava Conway
I liked all the first grade memories because there was

smiling and it brought back good memories of good times.
But my favorite memory is the Gingerbread House because
I was with my Mom. I really learned a lot in first grade.

Uriah Gabriel Cole

MRS. SCHAFER’S FIRST GRADE NEWS

From leaping frogs to wolves and fairies, this
has been quite an exciting year for the first
graders. We were busy with Frog Races in

September, decorating our Gingerbread Houses for
Christmas, per-
forming our Fairy
Tales in January
and reading, read-
ing, reading for our
African Safari
(over 1,000
books!!).

My favorite part
about first grade
was our African
Safari party because we got to wear shorts in the middle of
winter! – Abby Ament

My favorite part about first grade was making our
Gingerbread houses because my dad got to come and help



me decorate it. – Hannah Attleson
My favorite part about first

grade was our African Safari
because there was lots of ani-
mals and delicious food. –
Noah Babcock

My favorite part about first
grade was our Frog Races
because we got to get frogs
and race them. – Jack
Bollinger

My favorite part about first
grade was our Frog Races
because we got to race frogs. – Megan Gross

My favorite part about first grade was our Gingerbread
Houses because my dad got to come and help me decorate
it. – Leif Hanson

My favorite part about first
grade was our African Safari
because we got to do a drum
dance.  – Evan Harty

My favorite part about first
grade was our African Safari
because we got to read a lot
and do a drum dance and my
parents came to eat with me.
– Larkin Kleven

My favorite part about first grade was our Gingerbread
houses because it was really fun and cool! – Luke Monson

My favorite part about first grade was Pet Day because I
got to show my pet dog, Lizzy. Lilyana Schulz

My favorite part
about first grade was
our Fairy Tales
because a lot of people
came to listen to us. –
Nick Trudeau

My favorite part
about first grade was
art with Mr. D because
he shows us cool stuff.
- Ryan Williams

My favorite part
about first grade was
our Underwater Sea

Party because it was really fun watching the movie. –
Adisyn Yunck
My favorite part about first grade was my students. Every
day was a joy to see these beautiful smiles. This class was
full of eager learners which made my job easier. I will miss
this group once I pass them onto second grade to continue
their learning journey.  – Mrs. Schafer

MS. HOURNBUCKLE’S SECOND GRADE
NEWS

Learning is soooo much fun! Each and every
day we come to school anxious to learn more

about our God and the beautiful world be created for us.
The year kicked off to a great start with enthusiastic stu-
dents ready to tackle 2nd grade with Miss Hournbuckle. It
was special celebrating the 125th Anniversary of SJA with

Bishop Folda. (PS. He is awe-
some! He even brought candy.
The quickest way to a child’s
heart). From the start, we have
had a lot of hands-on learning.
The 2nd graders have been
working extremely hard! Right
off the bat we were learning
about our solar system to go
with our Space themed class-
room! Our 2nd graders were
also the star of the show during
the HOPE Dinner, professing our faith by singing “In Christ
Alone”, “They’ll Know We are Christians”, and, of course,

the St. John’s School Song and
Cheer. It was a precious sight
watching them sing the songs
with poise and grace in their
choir robes. The aroma of
chocolate chip cookies filled
our halls at school during
December. We baked about 500
cookies and sold them for 10
cents each. That is a LOT of
baking! It was great practice
measuring and making change.
We have wonderful bakers in

the making! Book reports have played a big role in encour-
aging students to read different types of books this year.
Students have been asked to read and create their own pro-
ject, such
as a puz-
zle or
comic
strip. It
has been
exciting
to see
many
children



turning into book worms! As the year comes to a close, we
look back and feel blessed to have many wonderful memo-
ries of our 2nd graders!

MS. WAHL & MRS. GAPINSKI’S THIRD
GRADE NEWS

Another year is flying by with our wonderful
students at St. John’s Academy. Miss Wahl has
teamed up with Mrs. Gapinski for an enthusias-

tic, hands-on learning environ-
ment in the third grade! Our
students have been working
extremely hard on many differ-
ent projects in both classrooms.
This year Miss Wahl has had
the pleasure of teaching math,
science, and social studies
while Mrs. Gapinski has been
teaching all of the language
arts and religion. Whew!

We started the year with a
big social studies’ project by
inviting the parents in to help
their sons and daughters make
our very own Jamestown com-
munity. Each student was assigned a building to do their
best at recreating. The help from the parents was outstand-

ing! They went above
and beyond anything I
ever expected. Every sin-
gle building added to our
community was wonder-
fully created including,
Famous Footwear, Dairy
Queen, and the
University of

Jamestown!
In science we started the

year by learning about our
solar system! We did a FUN
art project headed up by Mrs.
Gapinski and spray painted some beautiful planets on white
foam board. The kids loved it! As the school year moved by
quickly, we had the opportunity to learn about some physics
with kinetic and potential energy. The students created
“roller coasters” out of foam tubes and marbles to explore
what it means to have kinetic and potential energy. So fun!

Math has been a big learning year as we have focused a
lot of our attention on multiplication and division. We have
been singing songs as we learn to count by 6’s, 7’s, 9’s,
etc.! We can’t forget about our favorite rendition of our per-
fect squares song found on YouTube!

Can you imagine reading OVER FOUR MILLION
WORDS? Well, our third graders can. The grade class has
done just that and then some! They also have been finding,
using, and learning about all different types of figurative
language. The third graders have been working their knuck-
les to the bone to be their best capable selves! We will be
working towards a large reading goal at the end of the year

Principal Wiest meets Clifford

Students creating super hero comic strips



– please encourage
any student you see –
to “Take a Look, it’s
in a book.” (Courtesy
of Reading Rainbow)

Can you name all
seven sacraments?
Can you now name
them all while
singing? If you see

any of our SJA 3rd graders walking around maybe they can
give you a quick lesson on the sacraments. They are cur-
rently learning about the two sacraments they will be
receiving later this spring: Holy Communion and
Confirmation.  Wonderful discussions, acting out what we
are learning, and finding out our Catholic Culture has been
insightful and eye opening for us all.

In addition to our academics, the Arts Center provided us
with an
opportunity
to have a
guest from
Ashland
Production
out of
Maplewood,
MN come to
our third
grade class-
rooms. Our students worked for one week learning about
what it takes to create a theater production. Although we
never performed the play, they worked through the Pirates!
musical and took to heart what it means to ‘step into char-
acter’. The students also choreographed dances to the musi-
cal’s catchy tunes. A sneak peak was shown at our school’s
very own talent show.  The third graders represented St.
John’s Academy with outstanding effort!

Third grade has been a blast for the students and teach-
ers. Together, we have grown, shared and created many
wonderful memories. Our hope for our students is that this
will be a year to remember! 

MRS. ECKROTH’S FOURTH GRADE
NEWS 

Fourth Grade has been busy this year. The
students began the year learning about saints.

Each student chose a saint to research and created a cos-
tume to represent that individual. The students worked hard
and did a
great job
showing
what they
learned about
these impor-
tant people.
The students
have also
been study-
ing the
United States
and their own

state North Dakota this year. After learning about their own
state, we will celebrate with a trip to Bismarck to tour many
of the amazing places we’ve learned about. 

MRS. SMITH & MS. MUTSCHLER’S
FIFTH GRADE NEWS

What an awesome year it has been in 5th
grade! With the end of the school year nearing,

it was a great time to have them reflect on their favorite
things about 5th grade! Many students will continue on at

St. John’s Academy for 6th
grade, while some will carry
on their journey at the middle
school. Regardless of where they will be next year one
thing that’s for sure is that they will all have wonderful
memories of their 5th grade year at St. John’s Academy.
The 5th graders have worked so hard, grown in many ways,
and learned a lot about their world in social studies and
reading, but have also become quite the little mathemati-
cians and scientists. We are so blessed to be able to grow in

Making tattoos of Super Heros on literacy day.

Students working on math assignment
Fourth grade saints

We kicked off the school year with
some stellar tie dying!

Miss Olivia face to face with a tur-
tle at the Math and Science Day at
the University of Jamestown!

The 5th graders, along with the help of the other students at SJA, donated over
350 canned goods to Community Action.



our faith, with
the guidance of
the man who
knows best,
Father Mulligan.

These are a
few of our
favorite things!

“I love my
teachers They
have faith in me

and they know I can do well, even if it’s not in my best sub-
ject!” – Teagan

“The Living Museum was my favorite!” – Reagan
“I like mathematics

because of the way my
teacher teaches it. It
helps me understand
how it all works and
how it is all much sim-
pler once you break it
down!” – Steven

“My favorite thing
about 5th grade is read-
ing and doing art!” –
Jada

“We do many fun science experiments and book reports.
It makes it very fun to go to school every day!” – McKenna

“I love all of the great things we do, like the food drive
and the math and science day at the University of
Jamestown! There’s too
many to name, I’ll really
miss it here!” – Evyn

“The 5th grade Christmas
party was the best! I love
playing pin poison with Fr.
Mulligan, Mrs Smith, Mr.
Wiest, and Ms.
Mutschler!” – Gracie

“I love how the teachers
do their best to inspire us to
do and be our best!” –
Dylan

MRS. YATSKIS’S SIXTH GRADE NEWS 

The 6th graders started off the year with a
fantastic field trip to Prairie Waters Education
and Research Center in Kathryn, ND. It was a

fun-filled day with incredible hands on science experiences.
The highlight of the day was walking in the river in waders

and finding all
sorts of crea-
tures to exam-
ine.

During
December the
6th graders
combined real
life math and
the Works of
Mercy. They
planned a meal, fol-
lowed a budget, and
visited Hugo’s to
purchase the gro-
ceries. The meals
were then donated
to the Food Pantry.

Snickers the Guinea pig took a
selfie. She joined our class in
January and loves to run around the
classroom during recess time. We
have learned a lot about the respon-
sibilities that come along with hav-
ing a classroom pet.

One of the highlights during Catholic School’s Week was
the basketball game and Minute-To-Win-It activities. It’s
definitely one of the greatly anticipated moments of being a
6th grader!!

We have learned a lot so far this year, including a variety
of ways to master con-
tent and prepare for
tests. We have watched
our test scores
soar. Mrs. Yatskis
focuses on processes
and skills that teach
students how to be
successful even after
they leave SJA.

Can you see the excitement? 5th graders each
received an iPad to use throughout the school year!

5th graders giving Bishop Folda a blessing
when he visited our classroom during SJA’s
125th anniversary celebration!

Luke testing his hypothesis during a
science experiment!
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