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HOPE Dinner and Auction 2012 - Lose Yourself in Venice
The 22nd
Annual HOPE
Dinner and
Auction was a
delightful evening
spent with friends
and family, a
heartfelt thank you
for supporting
HOPE and St.
John’s Academy
though this great
community event.
To the many sponsors and donors,
St. Johns
Academy alumni,
friends, parents
Backdrops by Newman Signs
and grandparents
we thank for making this a night to remember.
Volunteers worked tirelessly to bring Venice to the
Zebedee Center at St. John’s
Academy. Beautiful backdrops
were provided by Newman Signs
to create beautiful views of the
Grand Canal. Entertainment was
provided by its very own 2nd
graders, directed by Marlys Fix,
Tammy Gapinski, and Julie
Sprague and accompaniment by
Mary Fox. The students sang
Cleaning Raffle
“That’s Amore” and “This Land
is Your Land”.
During our night in Venice, guests enjoyed a wonderful
traditional Italian dinner of Italian bruschetta, penne arrabbiata, chicken marsala, and, who could forget the dessert,
the delicious Tiramisu! The
meal was catered by
Buffalo City Rotisserie
Grill and served by parent
volunteers and Jamestown
College Knight’s Society.
After dinner, an evening
of spirited bidding was
Darron Orr Auctioneer

underway. The Auction
was hosted by Master
of Ceremonies, Troy
Orr and John Yatskis.
What a duo they made!
“More from Orr”
Auction Service donated their time and talent
again this year with
over 22 years of service
Evening Greeters
to the HOPE Dinner and
Auction. This powerful duo auctioned 47 live items and
137 silent items!
Some of the
items that bring the
highest bids are the
student class projects, made and
donated by the parents of SJA. This
year’s projects
Guests
include: a beautiful wood potting stand, mosaic top end table, custom bean
bag toss game, creatively decorated masks, canvas paintings, photography and more.
Some items on auction this
year were ‘Hooky with
Principal Wiest,’ Fun Bus to
Albertville, Italian Antipasto &
Wine Party hosted by Father
James P.Shea, A Day of Winter
Fun, Men in Black Dinner for
Eight, Op Art Coach Purse,
Jay and Donna Schmitz
Continued on page 3

2nd graders

John Yatskis - MC

Principal’s Corner
What an exciting school year
we have had at St. John’s
Academy! It’s hard to believe I
am close to wrapping up my
third year as principal. Each
day I feel so blessed to be a part
of such a wonderful school and
work with outstanding people. I
am enjoying my time working
with Father Al Bitz, my staff of
teachers and everyone else
associated with St. John’s
Academy and St. James
Mark Wiest
Basilica. I am proud to be a part
of the best elementary school in our community. It has also
been my privilege to work with the Faith Formation office
daily as they continue to provide so much to our children.
There are many reasons that make my job enjoyable, and
at the top of the list are our students. We have some of the
most caring and respectful students and they are a delight
to be around daily. Our overall enrollment numbers continue to prosper and grow and our registration numbers for
2013-14 look excellent. Currently in grades Pre-K through
6 we have 203 students. We also have 45 students enrolled
in the Kids Kingdom program for a total of 248 students.
We are so happy to have so many families attending our
school and appreciate all the support we get from our community.
Our ChildCare program, in its second year has grown
larger than we anticipated. We had approximately 40 children attend last summer and have had 71 children utilize
our ChildCare services during the school year. Robin
Kramlich and Renee Luhman have done an outstanding job
with the program as they provide an important service to
our families.
As I mentioned, it has been a very exciting year. The
22nd Annual HOPE (Help Offer Private Education) Dinner
and Auction, “Lose Yourself in Venice,” had an outstanding night and helped the school raise over $90,000. It was
a memorable night for all who attended and we are already
preparing for the 23rd Annual set for October 5, 2013.
Please reserve the date on your calendar.
The students and staff once again enjoyed the Catholic
Schools Week celebration, January 27-February 1st. Our
theme this year was Catholic Schools, Raise the Standards.
We had many events and celebrations throughout the week.
The students enjoy this week so much and the events that
take place during the week provide them with so many
memories and experiences that they’ll never forget.
We recently received the North Dakota State Assessment
scores. Again, we scored significantly higher than the ND
state average and national average. This is a result of the
dedicated staff that is fully committed to the children at St.
John’s Academy. Please thank our teachers and staff when
you have a chance to do so.
Like always, please feel free to stop by anytime to say
hello and visit. As we head into the summer, please keep

SJA in your thoughts and prayers. I look forward to my
future years with St. John’s Academy. It’s a wonderful
place for all the families and we can all be proud to be a
part of this great family.
God Bless,
Principal Mark Wiest

Development Corner
As I reflect back on our first
semester of school, I am very
thankful for the dedicated teachers
and staff and our mission at St.
John’s Academy! As I walk the
halls of SJA, my heart is filled
with gladness as we are able to
offer the gift of a Catholic
Christian education to our students. In today’s world what better
way to start your day than in
Peggy Etzold
prayer! At St. John’s Academy we
St. John’s Academy/
embrace this gift of prayer! Here
St. James Basilica
are my prayers of
Thanks……Thankful for our principal, Mark Wiest leadership in placing our security system in our school at the
start of the year! Thankful we can pray for our loved ones
who are sick. Thankful for the sense of community St.
John’s brings to our families! Thankful for the chance to
walk our faith journey together! Thankful for all our benefactors who give back with grateful hearts so we can continue our mission here at St. John’s Academy. With generosity comes a joy and peace that money cannot buy!
With a grateful heart we want, in turn, to bless others!
May God Bless you abundantly for your kindness and
giving heart!
“There were generations of people who made the faith
their own and handed it down to the next generation. To
hand on the faith is to hand on what faith brings, which
is hope and love.”

Paul and Larissa Wiley

Continued from page 1
Night at the Library with Mrs.
Shannon, Golfing with Fr. Luke
Meyer, VIP at T-Wolves Game,
Wine Pairing Party, Movie
Theatre Tickets, and Go-Kart.
A Tiffany and Co. Gift opening,
Rose raffle, and cleaning raffle
also added to the excitement of
the evening. The large, beautiful roses were donated by
6th grade volunteers
Country Gardens.
If that wasn’t enough excitement, the Knights of
Columbus generously sponsored “Festa Venezia
Celebration” afterwards. The event consisted of DJ, snacks,
dancing, laughter and fun. A huge ‘THANK YOU’ to the
KCs for this event!

On behalf of
the administration, staff and students at St. John’s
Academy, a sincere thank you to
all the committee
members, chair Kresha Wiest, sponsors, auction donors, and
participants of this year’s dinner for your financial and
moral support
to our school!
We would especially like to
thank all the
parents
who
generously
gave of their time and talents in making the class projects
and to the people who help with HOPE to make it grow
every year. We are truly blessed because of YOU!
Mark your calendar for Saturday,
October 5, 2013
for St. John’s
Academy’s 23rd
Annual
HOPE
Dinner & Auction.
If you are interested in donating a special item or your SJA class would like to
sponsor a trip for our auction, please call Peggy at 701-2522434 or email at development@csicable.net.

HOPE Class Projects

HOPE Dinner and Auction 2012 Sponsorship

Lose Yourself In Venice
St. John’s Academy and the HOPE Dinner Committee sincerely thank all Sponsors for their support of this event. Their
generosity helps over 250 young students at St. John’s Academy.
SAINTS- $1,250
Gravel Products, Inc. (5)
Skin Care Doctors, P.A. – Dr.
Michael Ebertz (7)
Knights of Columbus Council #1883
(17)
Jamestown Implement (8)
Dave & Lisa Barnick (1)
Mark & Melanie Anderson (1)
Mike & Heidi Williams (1)
Vining Oil & Gas, LLC (13)
ANGELS- $1,000
More From Orr Auction Service (22)
Michael & Marilyn Smyth (13)
Don & Velma Yatskis (5)
Jason & Meghan Braun (3)
PATRONS- $750
Agri-Cover, Inc. (4)
Don Wilhelm, Inc. (20)
Farmers Union Insurance (3)

Haut Funeral Home Roger & Gary
Haut (1)
Midwest Industrial X-Ray, Inc. (3)
Northwest Tire (4)
RTS Shearing Pam & Tyler
Szarkowski (1)
Titan Machinery (8)
Unison Bank (21)
Dr. William & Theresa McMillan
(12)
FRIENDS- $600
Buffalo City Rotisserie Grille (2)
Butler Machinery Company (15)
Cavendish Farms (11)
Central Sales (4)
Elks Lodge#995 (16)
First Community Credit Union (20)
Harty Insurance Inc. (4)
Heinrich and Company (16)
Judy L. Kulla (7)
Kirk & Janet Lanterman (2)

Dale & Cheryl Lende (18)
Liechty Homes, Inc. (16)
Lifetime Vision Source (15)
Linden Court Apts. Reuben &
Clarice Liechty (17)
The Jamestown Sun (5)
The Medicine Shoppe (14)
Newman Signs (2)
Ottertail Power Company (2)
Professional Eyecare Centers, P.C.
(4)
Reuben Liechty Realtors (3)
Rubicon Mortgage LLC Wyatt
Pollert (1)
Schauer & Associates (2)
Scherbenske & Son, Inc. (19)
Two Rivers Printing (13)
US Bank – Jamestown (19)
Walz Pharmacy (8)
Terry & Janice Wanzek (7)
Wells Fargo Bank (20)
Williams-Lisko Funeral Chapel (12)

(*The number in parentheses represents the number of years the business/individual has been a HOPE Dinner sponsor.)

Artwork by Alumni Brian Miller

Velma Yatskis Retiring After 22 Years of Teaching
at St. John’s Academy
St. John’s Academy is a life-giving community that values respect and responsibility built on our faith in Jesus. In
this Christian environment, all of us are challenged to be
and do our best at all times. Within this community, teachers are respected as professionals with the education of
children as their focus. Using our gifts and talents, we
implement a variety of strategies to develop the skills of
each student. It has been my privilege to be a part of the
SJA community where parents, administrators, teachers,
and staff share a common goal of the faith and academic
growth of our children.
My prayer is that SJA will continue as a vibrant, faithfilled community, living out the Gospel teachings of Jesus.
1974-1976, 1994-2013
Affiliations:
• teacher representative on SJA school board
• FACE board and member
• 3 children attended SJA K-6
• As a parent, coordinated numerous fund-raising events
Mrs. Velma Yatskis
“She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh
at the days to come. She speaks with wisdom, and faithful
instruction is on her tongue.” Proverbs 31:25-26
This verse immediately came to my mind when I was
asked to reflect on Mrs. Velma Yatskis. Velma has become
a dear friend and colleague in my years at SJA.
FAITH: Faith saturates everything Velma does. Her
desire to share the love and peace of Christ with everyone
around her is clear. She always seeks to uplift our community. Her reverent and prayerful spirit has been an important part of our school.
COMMITMENT: Velma has always challenged and
encouraged me with her dedication to her students and
SJA. The amount of time, energy, and financial support she
has given this school is phenomenal. She is always willing
to go the extra mile, to tutor students after school, to stay
late to attend school board meetings, to mentor new teachers. She has been the first one at school in the mornings
and is often the last one to go home. She has poured her
heart into the students in her care.
TECHNOLOGY: Velma has always been open and excited about new technology and applications. When it may
have been easier to stick to paper and pencil methods, she
embraced computers, SMART Boards, hand-held devices,
and e-readers with passion. I admire her desire to stay current and connect with her students on the digital level they
expect.
Her faith, commitment, and embracement of technology
will be missed at SJA. I will miss her!
Carmen Shannon, Media Library

I have thoroughly enjoyed working with her during my 3
years as principal. She is such a faith-filled person and
shares God’s love with her students. She cares very deeply
about her students and wants the best for them. She has
touched the hearts of many students through the years and
I can confidently say she has given them her best each day.
When our students enter middle school, they have been
prepared very well for the challenges facing them. Velma
has been one of the most reliable and caring teachers I
have ever worked with. All of us at St. John’s Academy will
miss her dearly. I am excited for her and Donn as they
enjoy spending more time together and with their family.
St. John’s Academy was fortunate to have such a dedicated
and committed teacher.
Principal Mark Wiest
I first met Velma as a parent of my students, Paul and
Pat Yatskis. As a teacher, I appreciated her willingness to
work together - parent, child, teacher. She was our "Art
Mom". This entailed studying art prints, and preparing and
teaching lessons based on those prints. In typical Velma
fashion, she went the extra mile every time. The students
and I learned a great deal from her.
Later, she was a long term substitute teacher at SJA.
Following her long term positions, a full time position
opened up and Velma rejoined the SJA teaching staff as the
other 2nd grade teacher. Her dedication and commitment
to her students was immediately evident. When the 6th
grade position became available, Velma decided to try her
hand at an upper elementary grade.
If you enjoy laughing until tears stream down your face,
sit by Donn and Velma Yatskis at a social event These two
are like a tag team comedy act.
I am going to miss seeing Velma in the halls of SJA. I
wish her all the best in her retirement.
Marlys Fix 2nd grade teacher

St. John’s Academy Alumni Spotlight
Blue Jay Girl’s Basketball
Hats off to the Blue Jay Girl’s Basketball team!
Consolation Champions at the State Class A Basketball
Tournament!
There were 7 SJA girls on the varsity team and Anna
was stats! Wow….family, we are!
Over the years, we have found that the family unity
that is built during the years at St. John’s
Academy….continues for years to come!
United we are as a St. John’s Academy Family!
“When I think about St. John’s Academy it meant
family to me. As I went through the grades the kids in
my class became like family! We learned together,
played together and prayed together. The teachers were
Left to right: Erin Mullowney, McKayla Orr, Siri Jystad, Billie Buchanan, Paige approachable and I knew had great communication
with my parents. As I went through St. John’s it was
Peterson, Katelyn Willer, Anna Larson, Rebekah Horgan.
also family because I would see my brother and sisters
throughout the day! I might be a reading partner to one of my siblings or assisting them in the lunch room! It was terrific to be
able to have them around. I could look up on the hallway walls and see pictures of my great-grandma from when she went to
school there. Thanks St. John’s for being my home away from home.”
Rebekah Marie Horgan

Blue Jay Girl’s Golf
Mara, Sarah, Kaitlin, and Ashlyn were the four 7th
graders this year on the girls golf team of 7. 5 of 7
golfers are former SJA students = 71%).
Sierra Bennion tied for 2nd place and Maria placed
9th individually at the West Region Tournament and
the Blue Jays placed third as a team which qualified
them for the 2012 State Girls Golf tournament. The
Blue Jays finished 9th in the state tournament with
Sierra Bennion finishing 4th in the state individually
and Maria tying for 25th in the state.
Quote from one of our SJA alumni:
“Great things come from St. Johns Academy!”
Laura Kraft has won 3 straight North Dakota State
A title in girls golf. Kraft, a sophomore at the
University of Missouri, had her best round to cap the
tournament with a 1-over par 73, which included four
birdies. She posted a 74 and 78 to start for a total of
225. Laura Kraft tied for 12th at the Sir Pizza
Terrapin Challenge in Miami, Fla., this week.
Kraft was
playing individually in
the 16-team
tournament,
but tied for
the best
score and
finish of any
Missouri
golfer. The Tigers next meet is March 15-16 in
Tucson, Ariz.

Right to left:
Maria
LeFevre,
(2008 grad);
Mara LeFevre
(2012 grad);
Sarah Azure
(2012 grad);
Kaitlin
Mullowney
(2012 grad);
Sierra
Bennion;
Savannah
Kramlich;
Ashlyn Weiss (2011 - left after the 5th grade...but the same grade as Mara,
Sarah, Kaitlin).

Blue Jay Boy’s Basketball
These senior and
one junior boys
have continued the
family tradition as
their older/younger
brothers or sisters
have also attended
SJA. Sean
Lindberg, Class of
2007 involved in
football, basketball, track, National Honor Society, and DECA; Landon Weiser,
Class of 2008, involved in basketball, baseball; McKade
Kleinknecht, Class of 2007 involved in basketball, FBLA; and Lucas
Keller Class of 2007, involved in basketball, golf, coaches special ed
basketball and he and Sean are now in Washington DC for Close Up.

St. John’s Academy Alumni Spotlight
SJA Alumni Scott Smyth mission trip
to Guatemala

Mime Ministry

Alumni return to spread the “Word” of Christ through “Actions” to grades Pre-K 6th
grade with the Christian Mime Ministry on Holy Thursday, March 28th, 2013. Twelve
are St. John’s Academy Alumni!

Kara Fix is a senior and has
been very active in band,
Choir, tennis and recently was
in the school Musical. Kara Fix
is the one in Blue suit coat top
row, far right!
Kara’s mother Marlys Fix
has been a teacher at St. John's
Academy for over 24 years and
continues to teach 2nd grade.
The family tradition continues
as her older brother Nathan
also attended SJA.
“There’s no place like home. This classic sentence summarizes
my feelings about my years at St. John’s Academy. As far back as I
can remember, St. John’s has been a part of my life beginning with
when I was a preschooler going to my mom’s work place to present
day where I am employed within the Child Care Unit. There’s no
way I can begin to express my appreciation for the education and
strong foundation I received. Soon I will begin a new chapter in my
life as I embark on my college education. I know that wherever I go,
whatever I do, I will always hold my teachers and fellow classmates
from St. John’s Academy close to my heart. There truly is no place
like home.”
Kara Fix

The first picture is of me and another guy holding malnourished babies at Casa Jackson in Guatemala.
The second picture is of us handing over the house that
we built to the family. (There was no "Move that bus!")
The third picture is our group in the back of the pickup truck that we had to sit in. We would have to sit in
there for almost 1.5 hours to get to the house we were
building.
The trips to Guatemala have really changed my life. It
is very humbling to see people living in such conditions
but they always have a smile on their face. That has
helped me put my life in perspective and for that I am
grateful. I was able to meet some great people along
the way and forge bonds that can't be broke.

Catholic Schools Week
SCOTT SMYTH - CLASS OF 1998
I went to school at the University of Minnesota-Twin
Cities and graduated in 2009 with a Civil Engineering
degree. I moved
back to Fargo, ND
and started working
at a private engineering firm named
KLJ. I am currently
in the transportation
group and have
been helping on
highway design.
For example, with
all the oil work out
in the western side
of the state, the
government agencies need help designing new highways to
hold up to the increased traffic volume. We are able to
assist them in the design process. I have been also helping
the NDDOT
with highways up
near Devils
Lake. They
needed to
build up the
highways
due to the
lake rising.
I get to
work in the
office
to
SJA Class of 1998

design the projects and then I
also get to go
out to the construction site and
watch what we
designed be
built. It is a very
cool experience
getting to see
something on
paper come to
fruition.
Scott’s teachers
As far as my
mission trips, they have been one of my biggest/best life
experiences. It was very eye opening to see how people
live in other parts of the world. It was also motivating for
me as it compelled me to help those who are in need.

PENNIES FOR PATIENTS

Sixth graders with Scott

Catholic Schools Week

Technology and New Pope Francis

White smoke emerges from the chimney on the roof of the Sistine
Chapel at the Vatican on March 13, 2013.

We celebrated a
Eucharist the
evening we heard
the Cardinals elected a new POPE.
Kara Fix was an
altar server for the
Eucharist when
POPE Benedict was
elected 8 years ago,
so it was fitting she
come and help us
Kara Fix, Class of 2007 (6th) signing the
greet parishioners
as we celebrated the scroll which will be sent to POPE Francis
in Rome!
Eucharist in honor
of POPE Francis on March 13, 2013!

I love it. It definitely was a true celebration. We were in
the middle of reading (we kept the Papal chimney up
whenever we weren’t using the projector) and the students
exclaimed “WHITE SMOKE.” It was all very exciting to
them.
At one point when the light went on where the Pope was
to come out - the students said “The Pope is home - the
light is on.” Isn’t that the truth? :)
Mrs. Gapinski - 2nd Grade
The YOUTUBE video was great on how a Pope gets
elected. I made a quiz to go with it and it was a perfect lesson for these little 3rd graders who are so interested on
how the process works!
We also signed up for the online text message/email
‘Pope alert’. The students were excited to get the news
RIGHT AWAY when we checked my phone alert!
Miss Heilman - 3rd Grade

Welcome New Employees
Hello! I am the Secretary at
St. John’s Academy. I am originally from Grand Forks, ND
and after living in Phoenix, AZ
for a few years, I now call
Jamestown my home. I have a
wonderful husband of 10 years
and we have 4 beautiful children. With my experience of
office work and my love for
children, my job at St. John’s
Academy fits me very well. I
am extremely happy and
Heidi Sagaser
blessed to come to work everyday and see the bright smiles on the children’s faces! My
number one priority is to work the Staff, Parents, and
Children to make everyone’s SJA experience the most it
can be!

Steve Kuykendall; Husband,
father, grandfather, musician,
emergency fry cook and interdimensional time
traveler...Steve also enjoys
golf, bowling and playing ping
pong.

Steve Kuykendall

Christmas Pageant
Our Christmas Pageant titled ‘Sing With Us The
Christmas Story’ was held on December 10, 2012 at St.
James Basilica.
Our upcoming Grandparent Program will be April 5th
in the Zebedee Center at St. John’s Academy at 1:30. Our
Program is titled ‘Salute To America’.
We hope all Grandparents will be able to attend our
program and open house of the school.
You can view our Christmas Pageant on our website.

Class of 1962: My wife, Jani (Wieland) Weight died on January 28, 2012, in hospice care at our home in Anoka, MN.
Jani was a graduate of St. John’s Academy in 1962. We have two daughters, 7 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren.
Following high school Jani remained a talented musician - voice, piano and composing, received a nursing degree, was
an accomplished calligrapher and excelled at Cross Stitch taking first place for a beautiful cross stitch at the Minnesota
State Fair in 2010. We had been married for 46.5 years and she maintained a strong faith in God throughout her life.
Jani spent her life caring for others and was a trainer for hospice care givers at a local hospice program.
Larry Weight
3103 Sprague Avenue
Anoka, MN 55303
763-421-4619
smedleyldw@gmail,com

In Memoriam 2012-2013
St. John’s Academy remembers our alumni, friends and family in loving prayer. We apologize for any omissions.

Lawrence Erhart died October 31,
2011 …..attended St. John’s
Academy
Dolly Falk 83, died November 17,
2012……attended St. John’s
Academy
Alvina Kaiser Klose 94, died
November 22, 2012….attended
St. John’s Academy
Colleen Murphy Mastel 85, died November 20, 2012
–St. John’s Academy Class of 1944
Margaret Kilsdonk Quigley 87, died December 8, 2012
– St. John’s Academy Class of 1943

Bill Boelke died December 4, 2012 – attended St.
John’s Academy
Patrick Emo 75, died December 7, 2012 – attended St.
John’s Academy
Christine Nannenga Wagner 98, died December 22,
2012 – attended St. John’s Academy
Sarah “Sally” Marie Burke Anderson 68 died
December 26, 2012 –St. John’s Academy Class of
1961
Muriel Flannery Johnson 88, died February 6, 2013 –
St. John’s Academy Class of 1942
Joseph Grimes died April 4, 2013 – St. John’s Academy
Class of 1938

Media Center
“Strengthen. School libraries work with all teachers and
all students to strengthen the teaching and learning
processes, to make the link between the curricula and student achievement so much more than just scores on tests.
School libraries strengthen learning in ways that create
lifelong readers, develop informed and critical users of
information resources, and require students to as ethical
digital citizens.”
Gail K. Dickinson,
Editorial Director of Library Media Connection,
Nov.-Dec. 2012.
Our Library Media Center is working to strengthen and
encourage lifelong readers and to create critical users of
our digital resources here at SJA. Our youngest readers are
exploring the computer through sites designed to strengthen their reading skills. They are also learning about the
parts of a computer and practicing keyboarding and mouse
skills. Second and third graders are studying library organization and investigating print and online research resources
such as almanacs, encyclopedias, and atlases. Fourth and
fifth graders are fine-tuning their PowerPoint skills and
learning about different literary genres. Sixth graders are
experimenting online. They have become bloggers. What is
a BLOGGER? Ask our sixth graders. They are convinced
it is a valuable educational tool.
“The value of using blogs is that you can show your
personal thoughts and what your own ideas are. Blogs let
kids and adults show what they are thinking on different
subjects and express their thoughts. Blogs can be interesting for all ages because you could blog about sports or
even politics,” –Paul Vandal.
“I think that we should continue to use blogs because
they’re a fun and interactive way for kids to learn complete
sentences, spelling, grammar, and responding to others.
They are also a great learning experience about how to
use blogs,” –Jess Schmitz
Within the physical space of the library, I continue to
work to strengthen and expand the reading options for our
students. Readers are created when children are given
choice and time. Children need to be EXPECTED to read,
and they need to be allowed to choose what they want to
read. This means having books on the shelves that the kids
WANT to read. I am working to expand our early nonfiction selection as well as keep up with current fiction
releases. Our fifth and sixth graders continue to enjoy and

Kids’ Kingdsom students Jaelyn and Adison watercolor.

Sixth graders with their e-readers.

use our e-readers.
A huge thank you to Cecelia Collins and Meggan Henke
who faithfully help shelve and catalog books each week.
Come and visit our library anytime. Wherever you are,
may you be blessed with a great story today!
Carmen Shannon
Library Media
Specialist
St. John’s Academy

Second grader Jada
telling a digital story

Second grader Dylan working on a
digital story.

Fifth graders presenting a play in
library, Kenzie,
Lawson, Kaylee
and Jarron.

Sixth graders Ben and Cole log on to begin a digital
citizenship lesson.

Friendship Friday Program
Friendship Friday is a special curriculum designed, and organized, by
St. John’s Academy’s Child Care,
Kids’ Kingdom Preschool, PreKindergarten and Kindergarten staff.
Working together, they plan for a different theme one Friday a month for
the entire school year.
Students enrolled in these Early
Childhood Programs begin each
Friendship Friday in the gym with
music and movement before dividing
into mixed groups. They are able to explore different
aspects of the topic as they move to each of the participating classrooms.
By the end of each Friendship Friday the students have
used their gross/fine motor skills, covered math and language concepts, participated in music and movement, and

spent active time with other children in SJA’s Early
Childhood Programs.
This year, winter topics have included: Travel, Winter
Weather, a Hop-a-Thon for the Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society, an Art Show, and outdoor Olympics.

15th Annual Hop-A-Thon - 2013
This was the 15th year our Early
Childhood classes (SJA’s Child Care,
Kids’ Kingdom Preschool, PreKindergarten and Kindergarten) have
worked together to benefit the Leukemia
& Lymphoma Society as part of our
Friendship Friday program.
The classes jumped around to music
with their bunny ears on as they gathered in the gym for the 2 minute hop on
March 22nd.
This year we collected over $1,300!

PTO
Laughs and
smiles could be
found in the
Zebedee Center on
January 27th. St.
John’s Academy
kicked off the start
of Catholic Schools
week with our traditional PTO carnival. Many volunteers give generously of their time
and talents to make
this a fun event for
the SJA students
and families.
Our first try as
part of Catholic
United Financial’s
raffle was a learning experience.
Catholic United
Financial reduces the effort and expense that we need to
put forth to conduct a fundraising raffle; however, we still
need to sell the tickets. Unfortunately, the proceeds from
our new raffle did not meet our projected goals.
Thankfully, we did well with our Fall Fundraiser, so we are
able to use some of those funds to meet our PTO budget
objectives. Some of the programs and items that the PTO
has typically provided may need to be trimmed a bit in the
next school year. The PTO board is already brainstorming ways to increase tickets sales next year if Catholic
United Financial allows us to again take part in this venture. Every dollar raised stays at SJA, so we feel that we
need to at least give it another attempt.
The PTO is sponsoring a family movie night in April.
Students will vote to choose a film from two options that

are Dove
FamilyApproved and
suitable for all
ages.
www.dove.org is
a great place to
determine if a
movie is appropriate for your
family’s viewing.
You won’t get
surprised by a
film’s content
and Dove is very
descriptive and thoroughly reports what you will see in a
movie.
There are still a couple of logo camp chairs and cookbooks left. Please contact the school at 701-252-3394 if
you are interested.
Thank you for all the ways that you care for St. John’s
Academy. The PTO could not provide the support that we
do for the school without your help!

FACE News
Greetings from the Foundation
for Advancement of Christian
Education (FACE) office. For
almost 40 years, FACE has been
St. John’s Academy’s endowment
fund.
We have had a busy school
year. The highlight of the year was our fourth annual
fundraiser, “Poker Face,” that was held on February 1,
2013 at the Jamestown, ND Knights of Columbus Hall.
The evening included a silent auction, Bingo, Spin the
Wheel, poker and other games of chance.
It was a fun, casual evening and all who attended had a
good time. We are thankful to the Knights of Columbus
for their assistance in organizing this event.
Plans are being made for the fifth annual “Poker Face”
to be held in February 2014. Watch for more information

about this event in FACE’s upcoming newsletters. If you
would like to receive our newsletter, please call Meggen at
701-252-1178, or email Meggen at face@facelegacy.org.
FACE is very proud to announce another record-breaking year for its annual donation to St. John’s Academy.
The 2013-14 school year gift to St. John’s Academy will
be $80,982. This represents a 10.22% increase over the
2012-13 school year gift and the first time ever that FACE
has given the Academy over $80,000 for one school year.
It is the FACE Board of Directors’ goal that by the
2016-17 school year, FACE will be able to provide at least
$100,000 annually to St. John’s Academy. This will help
ensure the financial security of St. John’s Academy for
generations to come. Thank you to our wonderful donors
for making a Christian Catholic education available to so
many students.

Classroom Happenings
MRS. MAHONEY AND MRS. WITZIG’S
KIDS KINGDOM NEWS
Kids’ Kingdom spent some of the winter
answering phones and caring for teddies in our
Bear Care Clinic. Using their diagnostic expertise, by
administering frequent
Teddy Wellness CheckUps, each B.D. (Bear
Doctor) has shown great
empathy and attention to
their patients. Much care
was given to those who
entered our clinic.
Banging and pounding
could be heard from the
Bear Doctor Lily gives her patient
KK room as well with the an eye exam.
opening of our Word
Building Construction Company. Hard hats, full tool belts,
and a variety of wood blocks were used to build structures,
and words, in this center. Lower
case letters were attached to the
square blocks for use in the construction of 3 and 5 letter words
from the word wall.
The morning groups got a bit
theatrical after Christmas break.
After studying the book, THE
Mia enjoys an outside play MITTEN, the students invited
day.
Mrs. Neville’s Kindergarten
class to join us in our own rendition of the story. After performing for them, the classes reenacted our adaptation of
Jan Brett’s folk tale together.
Classroom Visitors:
How lucky we are to have
‘The Professor’ (Ben
Schneider, Jamestown
College) come to our
room every other Friday
for voice lessons and his
Instrument Petting Zoo.
Students have tried the
Edison gets instructions from ‘The
saxophone, clarinet,
bongo drums, french horn, Professor’ on how to play the
and a variety of others so bongo drums.
far. Miss Jennifer, the children’s librarian from the public
library, also comes to see us twice a month. She shares
story books, poems, and songs with us. Our parents are
regular visitors to our classroom. They come to read us
books and help us with math
lessons several times each
month.
B – I – N – G – O and
numbers are the game, OH!
Each session playes this math
game, in different ways, as
we use Bingo to work on
number recognition and
Urijah and Jack examine a tur- value. With our Coin Math
tle shell up-close.

we have labeled, sorted, counted, and stacked. Using pennies, nickels and dimes, we talked about size, color and
value. Addition and subtraction, along with more and less,
were other concepts we used the coins for.
Winter Recycling Projects: We made our own spinning
tops by using discarded CD’s, plastic bottle tops, and marbles. The afternoon group also created mini magnets from
metal bottle caps, scraps of craft paper, stickers, and discarded beads from broken jewelry.
As we wait for warmer days to approach, we continue to
work on math concepts and language; sequencing, addition
and subtraction, opposites, letter recognition and phonics,
and rhyming.
MRS. HANSEN AND MRS. SCHAFER’S
PRE-KINDERGARTEN NEWS
It is amazing how fast the school year goes
by. We of course have been working with letters, making words, numbers, and math concepts. The students work so hard every day. This year we did have some
fun. In November, we learned about pilgrims and Indians.
The month of December brought fun Christmas projects
made for mom and dad. The week before Christmas, we
had amazing Christmas
snacks. We made Christmas
trees, reindeer and stars and
then enjoyed eating them!
We celebrated Catholic
Schools Week the last week
of January. The students have
really enjoyed all the snow
this year. They love playing
on our HUGE snow hill during recess each week. For
Valentine’s Day, the students decorated bags and enjoyed
sharing their Valentine’s with their classmates. For Easter,
we are planning on dying eggs which will be so much fun!
We will be having our Grandparent’s Program in April in
which each grade will be singing a song. We are excited
for spring to come so we can enjoy the outdoors more. We
have had a great year in pre-kindergarten and the students
are very excited for kindergarten next year.
MRS. LEFEVRE AND MRS. NEVILLE’S
KINDERGARTEN NEWS
In Kindergarten we have been working on
mastering our letters and sounds. From there
the students begin to sound out words and move into reading books. The students are so proud that they can now
pick up and book and read it to their mom and dad. Our
math classes are filled with games of war, crazy eights, and
dominoes. We also have fun learning with tangrams, pattern blocks, geoboards and teddy bears. For social studies
and science, we have been exploring the weather, holidays,
food, penguins, the Presidents, teeth, bugs, our senses, and
plants. Since the kids loved learning about bugs, this
spring we watched ladybugs go through their life cycle:
egg, larvae, pupa, and adult. One of the activities the

kindergarteners really enjoy
is Friendship Friday. Each
month we get together with
the children from childcare,
Kids’ Kingdom, and PreKindergarten. We start off
with a special song and then
the children get mixed into
groups. The kids then go to each classroom where they
learn about our topic for the month. This year our topics
were sports, fall, Thanksgiving, winter, Ready, Set, Go and
the Hop-A-Thon. We will end the
year with our Friendship Friday
Olympics. We are looking forward
to the many field trips we have
planned for the month of May. We
welcome visitors to stop in and say
hello. The kids would love to read
you a story.
MRS. SCHAFER AND MRS. FOX’S
FIRST GRADE NEWS
Spring has sprung and the first graders are
reading like crazy! They are interested in all
types of books: from fiction to non-fiction, chapter books
to fairy tales, and all sorts of genres.
In December, we celebrated
Christmas traditions around the
world. While studying Germany, the
first graders had lots of fun making
and decorating their own gingerbread
house with their family. Not only did
they decorate their house but they made beautiful landscapes around their house. Cones were used for Christmas
trees, pretzels for sleighs, gym ball roof tops, and much,
much, more! In January, the children
practiced their summarization and
retelling skills dressed as their favorite
fairy tale character. They had a royal
procession and celebrated with princess
punch and royal cookies. In February,
we went on a safari to Africa! We pretended we were on a reading safari and
we read over 1,000 books in two weeks!
The students learned many facts about
Africa, dressed in beach-African attire,
and danced to African music with their
drums. They researched an African animal and gave a report to parents and

family. We have been
learning about Lent
and Easter and are
preparing a special
trap to catch the elusive Easter Bunny.
We are looking forward to spring and spring activities; including many field
trips in our community!
MRS. GAPINSKI AND MRS. FIX’S
SECOND GRADE NEWS
Step into our second grade classrooms. Here
you will learn how to create a very interesting
book report. If you look up “book report” in Webster’s dictionary, you find the following definition; a written account describing a
book that one has read, esp. its thesis
or theme and conclusion(s). Well,
one thing is clear for sure – ol’ Mr.
Webster didn’t go to second grade at
SJA! Recently the students were
given the opportunity to create a unique book report based
on a non-fiction book. The reports could be in the form of
a vest, (yes – a vest book report),
fact cards, a vocabulary book, or a
report with any combination of the
choices.
We invite you to take another step
into our classrooms. Here you will
have the opportunity to learn about
habitats around the world. Have you ever wondered how
the animals from the Arctic tundra stay warm? If yes, then
perhaps you would like try on our
blubber glove for size! Come on now,
don’t be squeamish!
Step into our classroom where you
will experience many hands on learning activities. Have you ever wondered exactly how many cups fill a
quart? If yes, then you will appreciate our activity to verify
the number of cups that are in a quart, gallon, etc.

We love learning. We love exploring and discovering.
We love stepping into our classrooms. We love learning
about our lifetime walk with Jesus. We hope YOU enjoyed
your walk with us today.

resources in the computer
lab and books from the
library to look up interesting
facts about their assigned
country. The class was
enthusiastic about the project and enjoyed presenting
their reports to the class.
Of course, we can’t forget
the pen pal project! Our
class continues to pen pal
Emily, Emma, and Ava standing
with a class from Chogoria in front of our pen pal pictures.
Complex Primary School in
Chogoria, Kenya. We have enjoyed writing letters to our
friends and have brainstormed some end of the year surprises to send them! I am very proud of our class for, not
only building a friendship with our long distance pen pals,
but for having such open hearts for helping others.
It’s been a memorable year of games, projects, and a lot
of fun with many laughs, and we can’t believe that summer
is going to be here soon!
MRS. ECKROTH’S
FOURTH GRADE NEWS

MISS HEILMAN’S THIRD GRADE NEWS
Cherry Pie! You may hear these words bellowing from our classroom if you walk by during this spelling game. Cherry Pie has become
a favorite spelling game of our class and is helping us
become excellent third grade spellers. Sounds like a delicious game, right?
Along with Cherry Pie, our class has also enjoyed playing Around the World this year to brush up on multiplication facts. It’s hard to say which is the class favorite,
Around the World or Cherry Pie?
Let’s really take a trip around the world! Two of our
favorite class projects this year continue with the ‘around
the world’ theme beyond our math facts game. We’ve continued to receive and write letters to our pen pals in and
have enjoyed learning about different countries with our
countries research projects.
The research project allowed students to use online

This year the fourth grade students have
been busy learning about interesting people
and places. In reading the students have explored a wide
variety of genres including nonfiction animal’s stories,
biographies, fantasy, as well as mysteries and realistic fiction. They have created some amazing projects to show off
what they discovered and their creativity is enjoyed by
their classmates as we share.
The students have also
been exploring the 50 states
as we delve into the regions
of the United States. They
will soon begin researching
a state of their choice and
working to present their
findings to their classmates,
parents, friends, and guests
as they prepare a paper and project all about their state. In addition to learning about the
regions and a fascinating state,
they have also spent time learning about their own great state,
North Dakota. Each student is
looking forward to the trip to
Bismarck to rediscover parts of
the state they have read about
during the year.

The fourth graders
have worked so hard,
grown in many ways,
and learned a lot about
their world in social
studies and reading, but
have also further developed as scientists,
artists, and mathematicians as well.
MR. WARNER’S AND MRS. SMITH’S
FIFTH GRADE NEWS
Top Five Fun Things from 5th Grade
1. Beating Mr. Warner’s class in “Pin Poison”
2. Having Mrs. Smith as a teacher
3. Vocabulary skits for Reading vocabulary words
4. All Catholic Schools Week, 6th grade basketball game
5. The Counselor Charlotte Freeberg visits

We have had a lot of fun so far in fifth grade in this past
year! The students had a great time reflecting their school
year to come up with their top five things to share. Their
favorite memory collectively was beating Mr. Warner’s
class at a game called “Pin Poison” during Mrs. Tews’ P.E.
class. We have a very creative
class of actors, they enjoy acting
out each weeks reading vocabulary. They come up with the skits
and have their classmates share
how the word relates to the skit.
Almost two months ago we celebrated “All Catholic Schools
Week, one of the students’ highlights was watching Mr. Warner and Mr. Wiest participate
in the 6th grade basketball game. The last of the top five
highlights from fifth grade is when the Counselor,
Charlotte Freeberg, came into the classroom. Charlotte
Freeberg
discussed
“Be Cool”
videos. The
students
practiced
how they
can react to
various situations: hot,

cold, and cool reaction skits. The
following quote from Walt
Disney definitely describes this
class “When you’re curious, you
find lots of interesting things to
do.” We have definitely been
learning and studying many
things from possessive pronouns
to contractions, and imagery to
symmetry. We most certainly have found many interesting
things to do in the fifth grade.
MRS. YATSKI’S SIXTH GRADE NEWS
Attending St. John’s Academy brings the
opportunity to experience faith every school
day through words, actions, and prayer. Our
Religion curriculum is filled with stories of God’s people
in the stories of the Old Testament. Connections are made
to the life and teachings of Jesus in the Gospels.
Ultimately, we want the children to know and understand
how God works in their lives every day as they follow
Jesus. I asked the sixth graders to reflect on ways faith
impacts their lives.
Ben Schulz
What does faith mean to me? To me faith means knowing what God wants me to do, but there is more to faith
than that. Faith is knowing the stories of the Old Testament
and how they relate to you. In the Old Testament people
made a lot of mistakes because they’re human just like me.
Some had good consequences some had bad consequences,
but thanks to Divine Providence, God can make a good
thing come from a bad choice. All we have to do is ask for
forgiveness.
Cody Lange
Faith helps me in my daily life because sometimes we
all make bad decisions, and my faith helps me to ask for
forgiveness. My faith tells me if I’m doing something good
or doing something bad. My faith can help me sometimes
when I feel sad or mad.
Laura Levin
Faith is what brings us closer to God and trust in him. In
the Old Testament many people had a hard time following
God, like us. The New Testament was almost the same up
to when God sent his only Son, Jesus. Jesus came to be the
ultimate covenant and help the sinners.
Trey Wiest
Faith has an affect on
me in my daily life. It
keeps me from doing what
is wrong and bad. Faith
helps me with difficult
decisions in my life.
Cole Lind
Faith to me is that if you April & Shawn Lange made ice
sin, you should tell someone, cream floats for Cody’s birthday.
Thank you for celebrating with us.
and then God will forgive
We loved the treats!

you for that sin. Faith helps
me in life because it makes
me believe in God and
believe that God made this
world.
Courtney Peterson
Faith is very important;
These students represented SJA everyone should have faith in
in the Spelling Bee and were in their lives. The reason we have
the top 10 in the first round,
faith is because it helps us
then competed in the oral
know more about the Bible,
round.
Jesus, and God. Faith tells me
that even though we have free will, it doesn’t mean we
should abuse the power. Faith also tells me that God is
always there, no matter what. Stories of the Bible teach us
many lessons that we should know and always remember.
Sometimes people do bad things, but faith helps you do the
right thing. If you rely on God, he will help you.
Noah Ripplinger
Faith, to me, means that you should always be faithful to
God, no matter what. Faith also means that you should follow the Ten Commandments and always be holy to God.
This may be hard sometimes. An example is, if you are
mad at your parents for making you stay home until your
room is clean and you don’t want to talk to them again,
you should apologize and be faithful to God. The example
I listed above actually happened to me. This is how faith
has impacted my life.
Cody Exner
To me, faith means my family, because my grandparents
have been alive for a long time. So they know a lot about
faith and what every thing is like. That’s my story on faith.
Tate Orr
Faith impacts my daily life by helping me make the
right decisions. It also helps me by being nice, like donating food or clothes to people in need. Faith helps me do
the right thing whether it is bad or good. You should keep
a good connection to God. You should ask for forgiveness
when you need it.
Paul Vandal
Faith, in my very own life, has an important meaning to
me. It helps me get through the day, or even stay confident.
I know that God gives everyone free will but if I use it
wrong, the consequences may not be good. My faith is
Christianity, and I’m proud of it. I believe that it is faith
that helps us stay positive. Faith in my life means that I
believe in Religion. It is praying to God and asking for
help. Faith plays a big role in my life because I know God
is everywhere. My guess on the definition of faith is, trusting in something and believing in it.
Jessica Schmitz
Faith, to me, means, ‘What can I do to come closer to
God?’ My faith comes from the church, obviously, but
when I traced everything from the Old Testament, to the
New Testament, to what it has to do with me, that was
hard. My faith has a HUGE impact on my daily life. We

study Religion in school, I go to church as much as possible, and, like most Christians, I’m praying constantly. I’m
also helping my prayer partner on Mondays during gathering. Those are just some of things that help my faith and
help me grow closer to God.
What a precious gift our faith is! What precious children
we are gifted with here at SJA! May these sixth graders
continue to live lives of faith and grow in their love for
God.
MRS. KRAMLICH AND
MRS. LUHMAN’S CHILDCARE NEWS
It has been a very busy, exciting school year
for the 31 children enrolled in our preschool
program. Through out the year, we are learning the alphabet, number and letter
recognition, along with
sharing and social skills.
Art projects encourage
the children to be creative. Every Tuesday, we
walk to the Public Library
for Storytime with
“Gordy”. We are anxiously awaiting SPRING,
when we won’t have to bundle up when we go outside.
March is National Reading Month. We celebrated by
pairing up with the 5th
Graders and
reading/writing a story.
Our children enjoy a special time, as parents
come in to read. We love
Dr. Seuss books and
incorporated projects with Green Eggs & Ham and Horton
Hears a Who. We had an exciting day when a “nice”
Leprachaun snuck into our room, leaving it a mess but also
some “gold”.
As April approaches, we are thinking ahead to summer.
Yes, it will come! Our ChildCare program operates during
the summer, with lots of outdoor fun and activities
planned.
If you need a fun, safe environment for your child for

the summer, please check us
out.
After School Program
At 3:00, after the bell rings,
starts our Afterschool Program
directed by Mrs. Luhman. I
have a great staff: Alexa
Kapsner, Natalie Rutt, and
Kevin Moore. They lead the
Kindergarteners with fun
games and projects. Kara Fix and Hannah Heilman are
busy helping the students in grades 1st through 5th with

homework and projects. We
believe in the saying that a
child’s work is his play and
his play is his work.
Therefore, each day the children are actively engaged in
physical activity following
their snack and paperwork.

Grandparents Day - Salute To America
Grandparents day was celebrated on Friday, April
5th. The gym was filled with the America patriotic
spirit as our students sang their hearts out! We had a
packed house filled with grandparents, parents and
friends! Hospitality with lemonade and cookies followed along with an open house. Thank you Mrs.
Sprague and Mrs. Fox for making this such a special
performance.
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Saint John’s Academy has been providing Catholic Christian education to children of the community since 1890 and will continue to:
Prepare students spiritually, academically, socially, emotionally, and physically for life and foster the use of knowledge and faith.
Building Spiritual Community.

Check out our
St. John’s Academy Christmas Pageant
on our new website at

www.stjamesbasilica.org
and click on the St. John’s Academy
link on the left side and click on the
You Tube video of the Christmas
Pageant. Enjoy!
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