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“The joy of seeing the children 
light up with God’s voice – the 

joy you see in the kids’ faces is so 
exciting as they get to know Jesus. You 
go away at the end of the week with such 
an inner joy. It’s amazing.”

This is how Faith Formation Coordinator 
Katie Webster describes the feeling 
volunteers get after spending a week helping 
with Vacation Bible School. As this year’s 
session quickly approaches, Katie says help 
is needed to make VBS the success that it 
has come to be in recent years.

Open to children ages 3 ½ through fifth 
grade, this year’s session will commence 
Sunday, June 14, at 7 p.m. and continue 
each evening from 5 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. until 
Thursday, June 18. Dinner is prepared and 
served nightly for all volunteers and family 
members with a child attending VBS.

“Nobody has to cook – our favorite 
part is feeding everybody,” Katie says. “The 

reason we do it this way is partially because 
moms and dads work during the day and it 
can be hard to find volunteers. We wanted 
this to be geared to the family. We want the 
entire family to come and eat dinner with 
us, and then if mom and dad can’t stay and 
volunteer, that’s fine. But if you can, it just 
makes that experience that much better.”

This year’s session will feature a back-
in-time theme that will transport students 
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St. JameS BaSilica of JameStown

Stewardship of Treasure Report
Income Statement  JULY 1, 2014 - MARCh 31, 2015

If you have any questions regarding these financial reports, or would like a more detailed report, 
please contact the parish business manager at 252-0119.

                      Stewardship of Treasure Report
                                            Income Statement
                                       

                                                      For July 1, 2014 through March 31, 2015
 

Operating Revenue YTD Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance Annual Budget

Church Offerings: $557,471 $623,632 ($66,161) $831,704

Church Other Income $74,549 $65,221 $9,328 $91,559

St. John's Academy Income $740,891 $777,573 ($36,682) $1,101,198

Total Operating Revenue $1,372,911 $1,466,426 ($93,515) $2,024,461

Operating Expense

Church Salary and Benefits: $327,751 $376,526 ($48,775) $509,648

Church Other Expenses: $170,310 $167,494 $2,816 $239,470

St. John's Academy Salary and Benefits $734,414 $761,589 ($27,175) $1,019,307

St. John's Academy Other Expenses $126,523 $130,562 ($4,039) $256,036

Total Operating Expense $1,358,998 $1,436,171 ($77,173) $2,024,461

Net Revenue $13,913 $30,255 ($16,342) $0

                                              Balance Sheet (as of March 31, 2015)
Fiscal Year Year to Year to

Assets Begin Balance Date Balance Date Change

Church $188,756 $366,186 $177,430
Includes General, Capital Improvements, Organ, Vestment, Memorials, All Souls, Caring/Sharing, Building and Prison Ministry Funds

St. John's Academy $654,681 $631,042 -$23,639
Includes St. John's Special Projects, Marian Shrine, St. John's Mary Hill Estate, St. John's Estate and 
Katherine Ross Estate (FACE) Funds

Calvary Cemetery $109,505 $109,385 -$120
Includes Calvary Cemetery General and Calvary Cemetery Deposit & Loan Funds

Total Assets: $952,942 $1,106,613 $153,671
   

Liabilities
Total Liabilities: $3,975 $3,390 -$585
Includes Federal Withholding, FICA, State Withholding, Premium Conversion, Employee 401(k) (Pre/Post), Employer 401(k) 
and Employee Payables

Net Assets
Total Net Assets: $948,967 $1,103,223 $154,256

Total Liabilities & Net Assets: $952,942 $1,106,613 $153,671

If you have any questions regarding these financial reports, or would like
a more detailed report, please contact the parish business manager at 252-0119.
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We do not have to look very 
hard to find examples of 

stewardship in our lives. It starts 
right here in our own parish. Think of 
the people who serve us in so many 
ways. There is a group of wonderful 
people who are here at the parish, 
sometimes every day, helping to 
make our faith community operate 
effectively, especially in terms of 
worship and liturgy. Then, of course, 
there are those who serve tirelessly 
and selflessly with our many parish 
ministries, which reach out to those 
around us — to those in need.

This kind of service — 
discipleship — is exactly what 
Christ was saying when He told us 
to “Love your neighbor.” Think of others in our Church, 
our communities and our lives who show us what it 
means to be a good steward. One of the first who 
comes to mind is our Holy Father, Pope Francis. His 
very life is a testament to what it means to serve — 
to be a good steward. In one of his recent homilies, 
the pope said, “Real power is service. Jesus reminded 
us ‘He came not to be served, but to serve,’ and His 
service was the service of the Cross. For the Christian, 
getting ahead, progress, means humbling oneself. If 
we do not learn this Christian rule, we will never, ever 
be able to understand Jesus’ true message.” That is 

my message for both you and me 
— we must be willing, at times, to 
put our own comfort and desires 
aside for the needs of others. That 
is what true stewardship is really 
all about.

Summer is upon us — we are 
entering that time of year when 
things slow down a bit, and we 
tend to live life at a more relaxed 
pace. Nevertheless, it is not a time 
to let our faith lives slow down. In 
fact, it is a great time to enrich and 
focus on our faith and our God.

God’s creation is all around us. 
As we enjoy the summer season 
and bask in the sun, I hope you 
will take time to remember the 

wonders of His creation and His glorious gifts. We also 
must strive to renew our efforts to be good stewards 
every day by continuing to serve others, and to be 
thankful for the many living examples of stewardship 
we see at our parish and in our daily lives.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. Jeffrey L. Wald 
Pastor

Our Lives are Filled With 
Examples of Good Stewardship

A Letter from Our Pastor

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
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St. JameS BaSilica of JameStown

Thirty minutes ago, the walls 
were shaking. Live music 

pumped through the speakers as 
2,000 teens jumped to the beat, 
shouting out the lyrics to a song 
they’d learned only yesterday. Lights 
were flashing and there was dancing 
in the aisles. And now – you can hear 
a pin drop. The massive gymnasium 
at the University of St. Thomas is 
still, silent and dark. Candles flicker 
on an altar, but a single spotlight 
traces a path throughout the room. 
Two thousand sets of adolescent 
eyes follow the beam to its focus – a 
monstrance, held in the hands of a 
priest.  Welcome to the Steubenville 
Youth Conference.

Last year, teens from St. James 
Basilica attended the regional 
conference for the first time. The 
conferences themselves, having their 
origin at Franciscan University of 
Steubenville, have spread to over 20 
sites across the United States in the 

past few decades. The conference is 
targeted at teenagers, and is open 
to those who have completed eighth 
grade through recent 12th grade 
graduates.

“It helps to foster a deeper 
encounter with Christ and a deeper 
relationship with Him,” says Fr. Sean 
Mulligan. “The kids have joy when 
they come off this retreat, and they’ve 
really met Him in a powerful way. It 
really opens up the desire in their 
heart to know Jesus; they encounter 
Him and come to know His power at 
work in the Catholic Church.”

The conference begins on a 
Friday afternoon and continues 
through the weekend until Sunday, 
after a late morning Mass. The 
weekend is packed with nationally 
known speakers, contemporary 
Christian music, and opportunities 
for the sacraments. Teens experience 
Eucharistic Adoration, Mass and 
have numerous opportunities for 

Encountering      
           Christ at the Steubenville Youth Conference

“It helps to foster a deeper encounter with Christ and a deeper 
relationship with Him. The kids have joy when they come off this retreat, 

and they’ve really met Him in a powerful way. I think it really opens up 
The desire in their heart to know Jesus; they encounter Him and come  

to know His power at work in the Catholic Church.” – Fr. Sean Mulligan

Six teens from St. James 
Basilica attended last year’s 
conference.

The group looks forward 
to this summer’s 
conference. (Back row, 
from left) Dominic Laber, 
Samuel Krebs, Quinn 
Krebs, Brandon Fettig (St. 
Philip Neri), Preston Fettig 
(St. Philip Neri), Charles 
Krebs (chaperone). (Front 
row, from left) Kaitlyn 
Ripplinger, Dasha Yatskis, 
Hannah Krebs.
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reconciliation. Fr. Mulligan notes 
some of the highlights from past 
conferences.

“The power of confession, the 
power of seeing other youth around 
their age who are excited and on fire 
for their faith – the speakers, who 
are amazing, do a fantastic job and 
they really inspire the kids,” he says.

For many of the teens, the 
conference has a long-lasting impact. 
Fr. Mulligan points to two teens who 
attended last summer, and in turn 
began attending daily Mass more 
frequently and taking on more 
leadership roles.

“These two girls are in the senior 
high youth group and they spoke to 
the junior high youth group about 
adoration,” he says. “They were 
more than willing to do that because 
they were excited about adoration 
themselves. They’re excited enough 
to share it with others.”

This summer, St. James will be 
sending several teenagers to the 
conference in St. Paul, known as 
Steubenville North, from July 24 
to July 26. Fr. Mulligan invites all 
parishioners to intercede for the 
teens attending.

“Please pray for the youth in our 
parish that they would come to meet 
Jesus in an even greater way,” he says.

Due to the conference’s 
popularity, spots are filled for this 
summer. Fr. Mulligan encourages 
interested teens to stay tuned for 
next year – the parish will release 
information for registration for the 
2016 conference this fall.

For information on other 
summer opportunities or to learn 
more about the Steubenville 
Conference, please contact the 
St. James parish staff by e-mail at 
youth@stjamesbasilica.org or by 
phone at 701-252-0119.

Encountering      
           Christ at the Steubenville Youth Conference

“It helps to foster a deeper encounter with Christ and a deeper 
relationship with Him. The kids have joy when they come off this retreat, 

and they’ve really met Him in a powerful way. I think it really opens up 
The desire in their heart to know Jesus; they encounter Him and come  

to know His power at work in the Catholic Church.” – Fr. Sean Mulligan

Parishioners supported the youth trip 
at the fundraiser breakfast.

Hannah Krebs offers plates at the 
fundraiser breakfast.

In 2014, St. James Basilica joined with other 
area parishes to attend the conference.
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As March gave way to April, our St. James community gathered throughout Holy 
Week, culminating in the resurrection of our Lord on Easter.

A Look Back on Holy Week 2015 
at St. James Basilica

St. JameS BaSilica of JameStown
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“God has a Plan for Each of Us”

St. James Parishioner and Teacher Mary Fox 

After 20 years of being a 
stay at home Mom, Mary 

Fox says, “God came calling.” He 
called in the form of an offered 
teaching position at St. John’s 
Academy. 

“God has a plan for each 
of us, and sometimes we just 
need to listen with our faith and 
our hearts to the whisper of His 
words,” Mary says. “It has been 
my privilege and great joy to share 
my faith with the children at St. John’s. Their spark for life 
and learning is a reward beyond any price for any teacher.”

Mary is one of 10 children and attended Catholic 
school through eighth grade. She and her husband, Gary, 
both come from strong Catholic backgrounds. Gary’s 
younger brother is currently a diocesan priest for the 
Diocese of Sioux Falls, S.D.

“Being involved in the church was something I grew 
up with,” Mary says. “I was given piano and organ lessons 
from the nuns while attending Catholic grade school. I 
started playing organ in church for Sunday Masses in the 
eighth grade.”

Before moving to Jamestown, Mary and Gary lived in 
Aberdeen, S.D., where they were active in music ministry 
at Sacred Heart Church. Mary was a speech therapist in 
the Aberdeen Public Schools, but decided to stay home 
while raising her daughters. 

“We felt very strongly about God’s call for me to be a 
stay-at-home mom,” Mary says. “That is why we took the 
opportunity to open a business in Jamestown, ironically 
directly across from St. James. It was not always easy 
financially, but with God’s help, I was able to be a stay-
at-home mom and also give piano and organ lessons for 
20 years.”

Mary and Gary joined St. James in the fall of 1977, 
and Mary got involved with the Music Ministry, playing 
for liturgies and school programs, and becoming the 

organist for the Basilica Adult 
Choir for 25 years. She now 
accompanies the Basilica 
Children’s Choir. Mary has also 
been a member of St. Paul’s 
Circle and St. Rita’s Circle for 
over 30 years. 

Gary is a member of 
the Knights of Columbus, a 
former member of the Finance 
Board and former president 
of FACE – Foundation for the 

Advancement of Christian Education – of which Mary and 
Gary are both members.

“We firmly believe that Catholic schools must be 
nurtured and supported financially to insure their gift of 
faith for the next generation,” Mary says. “All four of our 
daughters went to St. John’s Academy. As they got older, 
they were involved in Mass liturgies by cantering, singing 
in the choir and contributing their instrumental talents.”

On two separate occasions, a principal asked if Mary 
would accept a teaching position at St. John’s Academy. 
On the third occasion, when her youngest was a senior 
in high school, Mary accepted. Gary encouraged her, 
believing that God was calling her to a special stewardship, 
and stewardship is a part of their lives every day.

“Stewardship means helping a friend or neighbor 
in need,” Mary says. “It means keeping your prayer life 
alive, praying together and attending Mass. It means to 
be willing to give of your time and always put God first in 
your life.”

By staying active in the St. James faith community 
over the years, Mary and Gary experienced not only a 
deepening of their faith, but also the support they needed 
to raised their family.

“I’m thankful for all who have inspired or touched our 
lives in someway,” Mary says. “The love and support of 
the church as been instrumental in the faith journey of 
our family.”

Mary and Gary Fox with their family
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PLEASE COME  
AND JOIN US!!!

Weekend Mass
Saturday Vigil
4:30 p.m. Mass

Sunday
8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m. Mass

Daily Mass 

Monday thru Friday - 12:10 p.m. Mass 
Saturday - 8:00 a.m. Mass

Reconciliation
Monday thru Friday - 11:40 a.m. - 12 noon 

Saturday - 3:30 p.m.

Address Service Requested 

Vacation Bible School  continued from front cover

to the era of five separate Bible stories through music, games, skits, 
and crafts. 

“It’s called Bible Blast to the Past and it has a time-machine sort of 
feel,” Katie says.

As Katie explains, volunteers will have the opportunity to assist 
children at different stations, each with a different activity, or just to 
help them move between those stations. Other volunteers will assist in 
preparing, serving and cleaning up after the daily meal. Volunteering 
is for anyone who would like to share in the excitement and joy as our 
young children experience God’s love in so many ways. 

“There are a number of ways for people to participate and help 
out,” Katie says. “If you’re not physically able to help, we also look for 
donations of food for the meals. Giving monetarily to help support the 
purchase of food and supplies is also welcome. Any donation will help 
make it any better.”

The cost of the program is $15 per child. As Katie is quick to point 
out, that amount goes to help the parish defray the cost of putting on the 
program. Those who would like to volunteer, register their child to attend, 
or both, are asked to call the Faith Formation office at 701-252-0478. 
Registration will continue until the day the session begins.

“Come and join us for the fun,” Katie says. “Register in advance or 
stop by the office.”
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Early Bird Registration for 
Faith Formation and Youth 

Ministry
Through May 31

 
Catechist Recruitment

Through May 31

Vacation Bible School
June 7-11

 
Mission Trip 2015 to 

Chimbote, Peru
June 27 to July 5

Steubenville Youth 
Conference in St. Paul, MN

July 24-26

UpCOMINg 
EVENTS


