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Meet Our New Youth Minister, Whitney Somsen

W

hen Christ serves as our
inspiration, there is no question
that our lives will be profoundly impacted.
As Pope St. John Paul II noted, “It is
Jesus who stirs in you the desire to do
something great with your lives, the will
to follow an ideal.”
So, you might say it was this desire
that led Whitney Somsen, our new Youth
Minister, to where she is today. Having
spent time working in both the kitchen of
Ave Maria Village and as an administrative
assistant at the Heritage Center, Whitney
realized a call from God to work with her
faith more closely by applying for the youth
minister position.
Born in North Dakota, Whitney spent
most of her childhood growing up in Morris,
Minn. She then ventured west, where she
attended college at Wyoming Catholic
College and received a bachelor’s in liberal
arts. The oldest of nine children, Whitney

has always loved teaching and watching
children learn. She grew up going to
daily Mass with her family and being very
involved with her parish.
“My hope is to help kids find a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ,” Whitney
says. “We lose sight of Him so often in our
technological world. I want them to have
continued on back cover
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“We Have to Think of All Our Gifts
and How We Use Them”
Understanding Estate Planning

R

ecognizing that all possessions are gifts from
God, Christian stewards are often defined, in part,
as ones who manage these gifts according to God’s
desire. However, Christian stewardship involves much,
much more than money, homes, cars, investments,
and possessions. It is about life — and it is linked
intrinsically to discipleship. Christian stewards offer
their prayers, presence, financial assets, witness, and
service for the sake of the Gospel.
Planning is an important part of stewardship. To
follow a life of stewardship requires careful planning
and execution. Estate planning and planned giving are
key components of a steward’s financial discipleship. It
helps us to recognize that none of our possessions belong
ultimately to us. It reminds us we are in God’s care. We
are God’s children. We are part of something far greater
than ourselves. Planning helps us to build legacies in
God’s name for future generations.
“No matter where we are in life, if we are truly
pursuing stewardship as a way of life, we have to think of
all our gifts and how we use them,” says Steve Schons,
the diocesan Director of Stewardship and Development.
“The Diocese of Fargo has a Legacy Society for those
who have been identified as leaving their parish a gift
in their estates, or through the many planned giving
instruments available, including annuities, trusts,
insurance, real estate, and wills.”
Those who are interested can give directly to St. James
Basilica or St. John Academy, or you can give to St. James
Basilica’s Endowment Fund and FACE (Foundation for
Advancement of Christian Education) Endowment Fund.

All the entities strongly support our mission. In addition,
North Dakota law encourages planned gifts.
“If you are a North Dakota resident and make a gift
to a ND qualified endowment of $5000 or more, you are
eligible for a 40% tax credit on your ND taxes. And, the
maximum tax credit is $10,000 for individuals or $20,000
for married filing jointly,” Steve says. “The endowments
supporting St. James Basilica and St. John Academy
qualify for this tax break.”
And as Steve notes, there are many ways to remember
the Church and acknowledge how God has blessed us.
Thus, it is wise to seek advice and assistance with the
planning process.
“That is what my office is here to do,” Steve says.
“There are no fees associated with seeking help from
us. As stewards of God’s gifts, we are called to give
of our time, our talent, and, yes, our treasure. Just as
most give regularly to the parish, they need to consider
that it is just as important to remember the parish
in planning their estates. Gifts to the Church make a
positive difference. An estate gift supports ministries
that change lives and share the love of Christ with the
world. An estate gift is a testament to your faith, and an
inspiration to family and friends.”
“I believe that the role of financial planning is to help
bring Christ to people and people to Christ,” adds Peggy
Etzold, the Development Coordinator for St. James and St.
John Academy. “As disciples, we are called to help build
up the Kingdom of God. People have a need to give, to be
fulfilled through giving of themselves, of their time, talent,
and resources.”

Assistance with planning is available
without cost or obligation.
Please contact Peggy Etzold at 701-252-0119, or
Steve Schons at the Diocese of Fargo, 701-356-7926.
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A Letter from Our Pastor

October:
Helping to Feed Spiritual Hunger

Dear Parishioners:

H

ave you ever been hungry —
really hungry? When asked that
question, most of us probably think of
a time when we had pangs of hunger
because we were fasting, we were on
a diet to lose weight, we had saved up
for a big dinner, or we just decided not
to indulge what we wanted. However,
there are people right here in our own
community who go to bed at night with
real hunger. And that hunger is not
without real pain.
If we expand that to our diocese, our
country, and the world, untold numbers
of people go to bed hungry every night.
Yet, while Jesus instructed us to “feed
the hungry,” He did not want us to stop
at satiating simply physical hunger.
All around us, there is spiritual hunger. We all know
people who have plenty to fill their stomachs, but are not
really sure exactly what they want in life, living unsatisfied.
Some of these people are our siblings, our children, our
parents, or even our spouses.
Although so many are spiritually hungry, it may not be
as apparent to us as physical hunger, because the spirit is
within us and we are weakened more slowly. Life goes on
when we are spiritually hungry – but truly addressing that
need is just as important for us as a Church as physically
feeding the hungry. Spiritual malnourishment can be just
as devastating as physical famine.

While we are aware of the reality
that we, as a faith community,
cannot
completely
eradicate
physical hunger, we must do what
we can to feed those around us. Both
physically and spiritually, we have
opportunities every day to reach out
to those in need. Sometimes, it may
be as simple as praying for someone.
Or it may mean giving of our time,
talent or treasure to those who are
less fortunate than ourselves. Yet,
we always have an opportunity to
share the greatest gift with others
that alone can satiate the human
heart – the love of Christ. There is no
time better than today to begin. Will
you reach out in love to those in need
by sharing the love Christ has poured into you?
Blessed Mother Teresa advised us, “If you can’t feed
a hundred people, then feed just one.” Let each of us vow
to find that one, and feed him or her – whether physically,
spiritually or both.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. Jeffrey L. Wald
Pastor
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Welcoming Deacon Ke
into the Faith Comm

is vocation was like a semi truck. That’s the
analogy Deacon Ken Votava – the new chaplain
at Ave Maria Village and deacon at St. James Basilica
– uses to describe his calling to the diaconate.
“My journey to the diaconate was slow and gradual,”
Deacon Ken says. “For me, my vocation was like a semi
truck because a bunch of small boxes all pointed to the
same spot, but it took a life time to put them all together
and realize I was being called to the diaconate.”
Ordained in November of 2011, Deacon Ken is
no stranger to the area. He was raised at St. Luke’s
parish in Veseleyville and studied agriculture at North
Dakota State University.
Deacon Ken has served as an agricultural
education teacher and FFA adviser in Finley in the
public school system from 1980 to 2015. He met his
wife in Finley, and they were married in 1984 at St.
Olaf.
“We’ve lived happily ever after since!” Deacon Ken
says. “Tammy is a big part of who I am and where I am.
We do everything together. Our best time together is
when we pray together. We also did formation together.”
After formation and ordination, Deacon Ken
and Tammy were assigned to the quad parishes of
Finley, Aneta, Jessie, and Cooperstown, and they are
members of St. George in Cooperstown.
For the past seven years, they have visited the
nursing home in Cooperstown. Deacon Ken became
the chaplain at Ave Maria Village in July. While Deacon
Ken serves as the chaplain, Tammy hopes to volunteer
at the home.
“I look forward to praying with and becoming
friends with the residents and staff, offering spiritual

Deacon Ken and Tammy Votava

direction and helping them find peace and joy through
Jesus,” Deacon Ken says. “You grow to love the people
you work with. You see them as they grow close to
going home to Jesus and knowing it is their time. It is
a gift to be a part of that.”
After his ordination, Deacon Ken was invited to
be an Assistant Spiritual Director on Cursillo retreat
weekends. Serving at these “life-changing” retreats
seemed like a natural fit for Deacon Ken.

“The Holy Spirit is so active and involved in these [Cursillo retreat] events, it is
hard not to be excited about them! Through the power of the Holy Spirit, you will
come to really experience and love Jesus as He works in your life. If you have
the opportunity, do it. Sign up!” – Deacon Ken Votava
4
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en and Tammy Votava
munity of St. James
“The Holy Spirit is so active and involved in these
events, it is hard not to be excited about them!” Deacon
Ken says. “Through the power of the Holy Spirit, you
will come to really experience and love Jesus as He
works in your life. If you have the opportunity, do it.
Sign up!”
As Deacon Ken and Tammy continue their
transition from serving the smallest parishes of the
diocese to serving one of the largest, they are excited
to let the Holy Spirit guide them and help them find
how they will become involved in the faith community
at St. James.
“We both had certain fears about moving into
such a big community, but we do know so many
people already through the Cursillo movement and
other events,” Deacon Ken says. “Many of them came
from small communities, too. We’re looking forward to
becoming a part of the community.”

Please join us as we continue to welcome Deacon
Ken and Tammy to the faith community of St. James!

Deacon Ken Votava’s ordination

125 Years of St. John’s Academy — A Celebration

O

n Sept. 3, our community welcomed Bishop John Folda, as we kicked off the celebration for the 125th Anniversary of
St. John’s Academy. We thank all those who shared in celebrating Catholic education and the history of our school!
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St. James Basilica Balance Sheet
June 30, 2015
July 1, 2014

June 30, 2015

Change from

Assets

Balance

Balance

One Year Ago

Church
General Operating Fund
Unrestricted Reserves
Organ Fund
Vestment Fund
Memorials Fund
All Souls Fund
Caring/Sharing Fund
Prison Ministry Fund
Building Fund

45,360.67
111,434.09
9,721.16
1,200.00
7,263.60
5,776.48
2,462.39
2,523.96
3,012.93

126,991.22
134,721.33
9,721.16
1,200.00
7,249.60
0
2,462.39
2,523.96
9,147.78

81,630.55
23,287.24
0
0
-14
-5,776.48
0
0
6,134.85

St. John's Academy
Technology, Busing, Other
Marian Shrine
Mary Hill Estate
Katherine Ross (FACE)
St. John's Estate Gifts

88,920.07
16,537.37
289,071.70
53,559.40
206,592.86

84,669.79
16,537.37
271,933.83
25,589.43
211,280.57

-4,250.28
0
-17,137.87
-27,969.97
4,687.71

Calvary Cemetery
6101110 General Fund
6101210 Deposit & Loan Fund

7,088.30
102,416.66

8,617.07
117,137.69

1,528.77
14,721.03

952,941.64

1,029,783.19

76,841.55

1,694.00
-795.95
1,150.17
1,926.94
0
0
3,975.16

1,913.00
-194.81
850.52
1,936.97
40,030.00
202.8
44,738.48

219
601.14
-299.65
10.03
40,030.00
202.8
40,763.32

946,308.87

946,308.87

0

2,657.61

2,657.61

0

Current Period Changes to Net Assets
Total Net Assets:

0
948,966.48

36,078.23
985,044.71

36,078.23
36,078.23

Total Liabilities & Net Assets:

952,941.64

1,029,783.19

76,841.55

Total Assets:
Liabilities
State Withholding Payable
Premium Conversion Payable
Employee 401(k) Payable (Pre/Post)
Employer 401(k) Payable
Insurance Settlement- Geothermal System
3102205 Garnishment Payable
Total Liabilities:

Net Assets
Administration
Unrestricted Net Assets
Facilities
5303010 Unrestricted Net Assets
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PLEASE COME
AND JOIN US!!!

Address Service Requested

Weekend Mass
Saturday Vigil
4:30 p.m. Mass

Sunday

8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m. Mass

Daily Mass
Monday thru Friday - 12:10 p.m. Mass
Saturday - 8:00 a.m. Mass
Reconciliation
Monday thru Friday - 11:40 a.m. - 12 noon
Saturday - 3:30 p.m.

Following God’s Call
[a relationship with Christ] and then as they move on to
other things in their life, they can have this relationship to
draw upon and to share with others.”
While Whitney was growing up, she spent time going on
Steubenville and Youth 2000 retreats. Now, she hopes to
get the St. James Basilica youth involved in similar retreats
and national events in order to demonstrate that the
Catholic faith goes beyond the doors of just the Basilica.
“For me, the retreats were somebody taking the time
to teach me what it really means to be Catholic,” she says.
Whitney’s parents’ provided an important example of
faith and stewardship through their involvement in religious
education and church life. In turn, Whitney has hopes that
parents and young adults will get involved as she plans
retreats and other youth group events.

continued from front cover

Parents and adults will have opportunities to become
involved by serving as chaperones and drivers for the youth
group, and Whitney encourages anyone who is interested
to contact her, even if they are not able to formally make a
time commitment.
“We work with all schedules,” Whitney says.
In fact, while many associate giving time as a
necessity for volunteering with youth groups, there are
many other ways that busy adults may generously serve.
Providing snacks for youth group events is just one
example of how to be involved with committing time to
the scheduled events.
“A lot of people think volunteering means giving
time, but it’s not just that – it’s much more - sharing
your God given talents,” Whitney says.

Those who would like to learn more about our Youth Ministry may contact Whitney
Somsen in the parish office at 701-252-0119 or by email at youth@stjamesbasilica.org.

