
 

 

Shepherd of Souls Area Faith Community 
“Called to be the Face of Christ” 

 

 

Bulletin for Sunday, December 3, 2017 
First Sunday of Advent 

Manannah 

Church of 

 Our Lady   

57482 CSAH 3 

Grove City, MN 56243 

320-693-8900 

Darwin 

Church of  

St. John 

106 N. 4th Street 

Darwin, MN 55324 

320-693-9496 

Litchfield 

Church of  

St. Philip 

821 East 5th Street 

Litchfield, MN 55355 

320-693-3313 

Forest City 

Church of  

St Gertrude 

31608 650th Avenue 

Litchfield, MN 55355 

320-693-7801 
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4:00pm   Church of Our Lady, Manannah 

5:00pm   St. John ‘s, Darwin 

 Sunday  - 

   8:00am      St. Philip’s, Litchfield 

   8:30am      Church of Our Lady, Manannah 

   10:00am    St. John’s, Darwin 

   10:30am    St Philip’s, Litchfield 

   12:00pm    St. Philip’s, Litchfield (Spanish) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday– 4:30pm at St. John’s Church 

Saturday - 3:30pm at Our Lady of Manannah 
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Please pray for those who are sick in the Parish especially… 
St.P:  Chad Rhode, Janice Manning,  Gretchen Condon, Bruce Christie, Bob Mueller, Todd Wheeler, Isaac Buhr, Beckie Schaefer, 
Dan Curran, Fran Lupfer, Gail Schwartz, Beverly Lindell, Fran Tintes, Lois Schrotberger, Louise Schutz, Lyle Nelson, Jasper Kargas, 
Bill Huhner, Donald Putney, Cathy Verly, Dick Smith, Theresa Chiarelli, JoAnn DeRause-Oxford, Pam Johnson., Antonio Franco, 
Viola Miller, Peter Riehle. Crystal Ebnet., Sylvia Johnson, Gabriel Nelson, Philip Nelson, Robert Becker, Jon Laney, Jan Paulson, 
Jordan Munson, Robin, Helen Hansen Prayer Line phone number 593-8944. 

OL: Prayer Line: Rose Ann Hennen, Ralph Boyer,  Arlene McCarney, Mary Kalkbrenner, Meinrad Wiechmann, Nancy Haag and 
George Pfeffer, LaVonne Tintes.  ���������	��
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St.J:  Xriska Seefeldt, Ednel Diedrich, Susan Hummel, Alivia Hemsworth, Amber Walker, Heidi Olson, Laurie Strokes, Zachary 
Lewer, Bernadette Peterson, Doug Bollman, Alec McLean, Noni Smith, Lorrie Hirman, Marlys Roehl, Don Bollman, Dennis Quinn, 
Luis Larios, Veronica Caswell, Bernard Funk.  Prayer Line Phone Number 693-9496. 

 Monday  

December 4 

 

Tuesday 

December 5 

StP - 8:00am Rosary 
StP - 9:00am Adoration 
StP - 9:00am Quilters 
StP - 1:00pm All Staff Meeting 
StP - 5:00pm Benediction 
StP - 5:30pm School Committee Meeting 
StP - 7:00pm AFC Pastoral Council Meeting 
StJ - 7:00pm KC Meeting 

Thursday  

December 7 
StJ - 8:30am Coffee & Rolls 
OL - 8:00pm Holiday Cookies & Coffee 

Friday 

December 8 

StP - 8:00am Retreat Day for St. Philip’s School 
StP - 9:00am Coffee & Rolls 
 

Saturday  

December 9 

StP - 8:00am Band of Brothers 
StP - 9:00am FF Cookie Bake & Delivery 
StJ - 6:00pm AFC Family Faith Formation  

Sunday 

December 10 

 
OL - 9:20am Sunday School 
StJ - 11:00am Ho Ho Ho Christmas Party 
StP - 12:00pm Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Celebration 

Wednesday  

December 6 

StJ - 8:30am Quilters 
StP - 4:00pm Spanish Choir Practice 
StJ - 5:30pm FF Meal 
StJ - 6:30pm 10th Grade Confirmation  
        Class 
StP - 7:00pm AFC Family Faith Formation 
OL - 7:00pm Faith Formation 
OL - 7:00pm Penance Service 

OL - 1:30pm Quilting 

Monday, December 4  8:00am - Darwin  
Word & 

Communication 

Tuesday, December 5 
8:00am - Darwin ��� �� �� � Arlene Russell 

8:30am - Litchfield ��� �� �� � Joseph Rezek 

Wednesday, December 6 
7:30am - Manannah ��� �

New Ulm Diocese 
Seminarians 

8:00am - Forest City ��� �� �� � Binsfeld Families 

Thursday, December 7  

8:00am - Darwin 
(Daily Mass) 

��� � People of the Parish 

9:00am - Bethany 
(Daily Mass) 

��� � Special Intention 

7:00pm - Manannah 

Immaculate 
Conception  

��� � People of the Parish 

Friday, December 8 

8:00am - Darwin 
Immaculate 
Conception 

��� �
People of the 

Parish 

12:00pm - Litchfield 
Immaculate 
Conception  

��� � People of the Parish 

Saturday, December 9 
4:00pm - Manannah ��� �� �� � Henry Sullivan 

5:00pm - Darwin ��� � Ed & Rose Godzala 

 

Sunday, December 10 

8:00am - Litchfield ��� �
Sister Edwardine de 

N.D. 

8:30am - Manannah ��� �� �� � Dale Kalkbrenner 

10:00am - Darwin ��� � CCW Members 

10:30am - Litchfield ��� �� �� � Agnes Rezek 

12:00pm - Litchfield 

(Spanish) 
��� � People of the Parish 
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St. Philip’s Church is in need of volunteers to come to 
Funeral Masses and participate in the Resurrection 

Choir.  If you are able to volunteer please call Brenda 
at 693-3313 ext. 100 and we will get you on the calling 
list.  Then when a funeral comes up we will call to see 

if you are able to join us. 

OUR LADY FAITH FORMATION  – Faith Formation 
Class for grades 3rd – 11th Wednesday, Dec 6th we will 
begin at 7:00 p.m. with our Advent Penance Service in 
the Church. Our Sunday School Program for 3 year olds – 
2nd grade is Sunday at the 8:30 a.m. Mass. Children will 
go to the Parish Center for class after Communion.  

Ho-Ho-Ho Santa 
Party  

(Mugs for the 
elderly)  

And Bake Sale 
You and your family are invited to St. John’s 

Christmas Party on Sunday, December 10th after 
the 10:00am Mass. We will visit with Santa, work 
on a holiday mug project to share with an elderly 
Grandparent or friend of the family, and share a 

meal together! (Please bring a box of tea or bag of 
candies etc. to share for the project).  Small 

personal items are also nice such as toothbrushes, 
socks or kleenex packets.) Or consider donating 
some cookies or holiday treats for the bake sale. 

All are welcome! 
Sponsored by the CCW. 

Communal Reconciliation Services 

Church of St. Philip 

Sunday, December 3rd at 4:00pm 

Wednesday, December 13th at 7:00pm 

Church of Our Lady 

Wednesday, December 6th at 7:00pm 

Sunday, December 17th at 4:00pm 

Church of St. John 

Wednesday, December 20th at 6:15pm at Ed Center 

Solemnity of   

The Immaculate  Conception  

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Masses for the Holy Day  
Thursday, December 7th 

7:00pm Our Lady, Manannah 

Friday, December 8th 

8:00am St. John’s, Darwin 

12:00pm St. Philip’s, Litchfield 

The Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe 

Sunday, December 10th at the 
12:00pm Spanish Mass  

at the Church of St. Philip.    

 

A Pot-Luck Lunch and Fiesta will follow in the Church 
Hall.   

Please join us in the celebration!    

OUR LADY COFFEE & ROLLS –  Please join us this 
Sunday, Dec. 3rd after 8:30 a.m. Mass for Coffee & Rolls 
and fellowship in the Parish Center. St. Elizabeth’s Circle 
will be serving – if you are a member of this circle we ask 
you to help with serving and cleanup.  
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Eucharistic Adoration 

He is waiting for you to come spend time 

praying.  Eucharistic Adoration will be on  

Tuesday, December 5th at the Church of St. Philip     

Adoration begins at 8:30am with benediction at 5:00pm 

FORMED PICK OF THE WEEK  

Prepare the Way of the King 

Make the Most of Advent 

Your Advent journey will take on new meaning as Dr. 
Scott Hahn reveals what scholars now know about the 
shepherds, the mysterious Magi, and Kind Herod.  
Prepare your heart for the birth of our Lord with this 
captivating talk. 

Watch on formed. org  

(AFC access code FQ9PPK) 
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Marsha 320-221-1698 

Shari    320-221-3196 

COOKIES & BEVERAGE – Please join us at Our 
Lady for Cookies & Beverages after the 7:00 p.m. 
Holy Day Mass on Thursday, Dec. 7th in the Parish 
Center. We will also have our Annual Holiday Bags 
for Our Lady parishioners 70 years of age and older to 
pick up that evening. Join us in the Our Lady Parish 
Center for fellowship and a Christmas Treat!!!! 

Our Lady Furnace Fund 

The new furnaces were installed and are working great! 
A Big Thank You to all who have contributed to the 
Furnace Fund. We have received $7,980.00 to help pay 
for the $4450.00 furnaces and also the additional cost 
we incurred to keep the old ones running until they 
were installed.   We will place the additional funds in 
our Church building fund for future facility needs! 

Eden Valley – Watkins National Honor Society – Have organized their annual Christmas for Kids collection. If 
you would like to adopt a family contact Anno Johnson 453-2900 ext 2135 by Dec. 8th . Donated gifts can be dropped 
off at EV Elementary or EV-W High School by Mon Dec. 11th. Monetary donations can be mailed to EV-W High 
School Attn: Anno Johnson 298 Brooks St N, Eden Valley, MN 55329 (Make checks payable to Christmas for Kids). 
Thank you for your generosity because of it we are able to help children in our community this holiday season.   
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To Whom it May Concern, 

I am a member of a group of ten students and church members 
from St Cloud State University who are traveling with Christ 
Church Newman Center to Guatemala from December 27, 
2017 to January 6, 2018 to serve the people who live in the 
San Lucas mission. 

The San Lucas Mission welcomes volunteers who are 
listening, responding to, and walking in solidarity with the 
people of San Lucas Toliman in an effort to alleviate the 
suffering and dependency created by poverty. We hope to 
learn and grow with the people of Guatemala through this 
experience. 

We are hoping others will partner with us in this trip by 
helping to support us financially. We will be hosting a 
Sponsor Dinner in April to share our experiences with those 
who partnered with us for this experience.  

We would be so grateful for any support you can provide so 
that we might be able to build houses with the people of San 
Lucas Toliman. Any donation, small or large, would be 
greatly appreciated.  

Please send your tax deductible donation to the Newman 
Center with is located on 396 1st Ave S, St Cloud, MN 56301. 
Make checks payable to the Newman Center and in the memo 
line write “Guatemala Mission Trip”. We really appreciate all 
your support and cannot thank you enough! 

Sincerely,   Please pray for our group as   
Hannah Salfer   we embark on this beautiful  
    experience! I’m excited to  
    return again this year! 

Scrip Gift Cards 

Christmas is just 3 weeks away!  
Let us help you with your Christmas gift giving! 

We have many gift cards available on hand for shopping or 
for Christmas gifts.  They are available at St. Philip’s 
Church office and the School of St. Philip.   If you would 
like to place an order stop and see Brenda or Mary and we 
can get your orders placed.  To see what we have available 
to purchase check out the parish website at:                 
http://www.thechurchofstphilip.org/school/scrip.html 

Let’s Celebrate!! 

Please join Lee & Pat LeBlanc for coffee & donuts to 
celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary on Sunday, 
December 17th at St John’s after the 10:00am Mass.  
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“LIGHT OF LOVE” TREES 
This Holiday Season light a bulb in tribute of 
someone you love. The “Light of Love” Trees 
will be lit through the holidays until Jan. 1st.  

All proceeds stay locally for hospice. 

Tree Lighting Ceremonies: 

Fri, Dec. 8th: Dassel, Mushroom Building at 4:30pm 
Sat. Dec. 9th: Cokato, Unity Park at 11:15am 

Coats for Kids The St John’s Knights of Columbus 
will be collecting new or gently used coats for local 
distribution to Heartland in Litchfield.  Drop Boxes 
will be available at all AFC church entrances and the 
Education Center. 

  
  ‘Tis (almost) the Season 
 

Remember getting ready for 
Christmas when you were younger? From decorating the 
tree to baking cookies, each moment brought you 
excitement and joy. Preparing for Christmas can be as 
joyful as it has been in the past. Don’t let this be just 
another Advent where you get distracted and busy. 

Rediscover the joy in the season with The Best Advent 
Ever, a free email program that will help you prepare for 
Christmas that will allow you to have a Christmas as 
memorable and joyful as when you were younger.  

You will receive: Short inspirational videos 
       Practical tips  
       Real life stories of hope 
 
Sign up at dynamiccatholic.com/advent 
 
Get ready for the best Christmas of your life! 

ADVENT PRAYER SERVICE  
WITH  BISHOP LEVOIR 

All families, especially those with children, are invited to 
attend an Advent Prayer Service with Bishop John M. 
LeVoir on Sunday, December 10. The service is at 2:00 
p.m. in Tracy at the Church of St. Mary. This service is 
designed to help us focus on Advent and prepare for the 
true meaning of Christmas, centered on the birth of Jesus. 
Families are encouraged to bring the Baby Jesus figure 
from their home nativity set. The figure will be blessed by 
Bishop LeVoir individually as families come forward in 
procession. There will be a blessing on families and 
expectant mothers as they prepare for Jesus’ birth in their 
hearts. A “swaddling clothes” collection (blankets, 
sleepers, layette items, etc.) will be taken for babies in need 
and given to We Care in Morgan. Any cash donations will 
also be taken to We Care in Morgan. For more information, 
contact the diocesan evangelization and catechesis offices 
at 507-233-5325. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT Save 
and Share Thrift Shop in Cokato has donated to St John’s 
and other local churches in the area in appreciation of your 
support of “God’s Shop.” 

I would like to give a very heartfelt Thank you to all 
who helped me celebrate my 80th birthday.  I am so 
grateful for all of the laughter and stories that were 
shared and the good and fun time we spent together.  
Thank you to my children for planning such a 
wonderful gathering.  God is so good!  Love, Jan 
Crowe 

With Christmas coming, we would like to form a St.P 
Choir for Christmas Eve and/or Christmas morning 
mass.  If you would like to sing with a group, please 
give us a call or email.  Practice dates will be set up 
soon, so stay tuned.    

Questions, talk with Cindy Knutson, Mary Bolek 507-
828-1586 or Ray Wolter 320-693-9262, 
wolter@hutchtel.net.  

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS – If you 
would like to donate to the Christmas 
Flowers in memory of a loved one – 
you can use the envelope included in 
your envelopes or a marked envelope 
and drop in the collection or bring to 
the Parish Office.  



 

 

Fr. Joseph Steinbeisser, Pastor AFC,   693-3313, ext. 101 Office frjoe@hutchtel.net 

Fr. Brian Mandel, Senior Associate Pastor AFC, 693-3313 or 693-9496 Office frbrian@thechurchofstphilip.org 

Brent Sundve, Pastoral Associate   693-3313 Ext. 106  bsundve@thechurchofstphilip.org 
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Brenda Grates, Parish Administrator  693-3313 Ext. 100  bgrates@thechurchofstphilip.org 
Michelle Kramer, Principal   593-4774   mkramer@thechurchofstphilip.org 
Mary Roers, School Secretary   693-6283   mroers@thechurchofstphilip.org     
Karen Kulzer, DRE: Preschool - Grade 5  693-3313 Ext. 104  kkulzer@thechurchofstphilip.org 
Shelly Mendiola - Confirmation   693-3313 Ext. 109  mendiola.shelly@gmail.com  
Dave Eischens, Maintenance   320-221-1045  deischens@thechurchofstphilip.org 
Church Kitchen    693-3313 Ext. 102 
�
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Lisa Linz, Secretary    693-9496/275-2915  rectory@stjohnscatholic-darwin.com 
Karin Colberg, Bookkeeper   320-221-0267  chpropertieskarin@embarqmail.com 
Deacon John Hansen, Religious Ed Coordinator  320-221-4987  dcnjohnhansen@gmail.com 
St. John’s Education Center   320-286-2800 
�
�
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Julie Schmitz, Parish Secretary   693-8900 or 453-7526 ourlady@meltel.net 
Shirley Knisley, DRE    693-8900   sknisley@arvig.net 
Jerry Moudry, Custodian/Maintenance 
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Do you have a loved one 
that you would like to have 
a Mass Intention  memorial  
said or perhaps a special 
prayer intention  you would 
like to have said?  Call your 
parish office to schedule 
your Mass Intention or call 
Brenda at 320-693-3313 or 
Julie at 320-693-8900 or 
Lisa at 320-693-9496. 

SHEPHERD OF SOULS AREA FAITH COMMUNITY  

SUNDAY CONTRIBUTIONS and OFFERINGS FROM THE WEEKEND  OF:  November 26, 2017 

OFFERINGS   St. John   Our Lady   St. Philip 

Youth & Children Envelope     $7.95   

Adult Envelope   $1,753.00  $1,760.00  $10,938.71 

ACH (Auto payment)        

Loose Plate Collection   $117.00  $254.00  $422.50 

TOTAL SUNDAY OFFERING   $1,870.00  $2,021.95  $11,361.21 

Weekly Amount needed for budget   $3,329.75  $2,223.65  $7,608.72 

This Week's Difference   $(1,459.75)  $(201.70)  $3,752.49 

YEAR TO DATE SUNDAY 
OFFERING   $65,931.31  $44,012.02  $166,853.80 

Year to Date Budget Needs   $69,924.75  $48,920.30  $167,391.84 

YEAR TO DATE DIFFERENCE   $(3,993.44)  $(4,908.28)  $(538.04) 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS        

Every Parishioner is a Gift to the Parish and the Church.  Your Financial Contributions and the Gift of your time and 
talents in serving the needs of our Parish and Area Faith Community is a Blessing! 



 

 


