
 

 

Shepherd of Souls Area Faith Community 
“Called to be the Face of Christ” 

 

 

Bulletin for Sunday, December 10, 2017 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Manannah 

Church of 

 Our Lady   

57482 CSAH 3 

Grove City, MN 56243 

320-693-8900 

Darwin 

Church of  

St. John 

106 N. 4th Street 

Darwin, MN 55324 

320-693-9496 

Litchfield 

Church of  

St. Philip 

821 East 5th Street 

Litchfield, MN 55355 

320-693-3313 

Forest City 

Church of  

St Gertrude 

31608 650th Avenue 

Litchfield, MN 55355 

320-693-7801 
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4:00pm   Church of Our Lady, Manannah 

5:00pm   St. John ‘s, Darwin 

 Sunday  - 

   8:00am      St. Philip’s, Litchfield 

   8:30am      Church of Our Lady, Manannah 

   10:00am    St. John’s, Darwin 

   10:30am    St Philip’s, Litchfield 

   12:00pm    St. Philip’s, Litchfield (Spanish) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday– 4:30pm at St. John’s Church 

Saturday - 3:30pm at Our Lady of Manannah 
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Please pray for those who are sick in the Parish especially… 
St.P:  Chad Rhode, Janice Manning,  Gretchen Condon, Bruce Christie, Bob Mueller, Todd Wheeler, Isaac Buhr, Beckie Schaefer, 
Dan Curran, Fran Lupfer, Gail Schwartz, Beverly Lindell, Fran Tintes, Lois Schrotberger, Louise Schutz, Lyle Nelson, Jasper Kargas, 
Bill Huhner, Donald Putney, Cathy Verly, Dick Smith, Theresa Chiarelli, JoAnn DeRause-Oxford, Pam Johnson., Antonio Franco, 
Viola Miller, Peter Riehle. Crystal Ebnet., Sylvia Johnson, Gabriel Nelson, Philip Nelson, Robert Becker, Jon Laney, Jan Paulson, 
Jordan Munson, Robin, Helen Hansen Prayer Line phone number 593-8944. 

OL: Prayer Line: Rose Ann Hennen, Ralph Boyer,  Arlene McCarney, Mary Kalkbrenner, Meinrad Wiechmann, Nancy Haag and 
George Pfeffer, LaVonne Tintes.  ���������	��
��	��	���������������
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St.J:  Xriska Seefeldt, Ednel Diedrich, Susan Hummel, Alivia Hemsworth, Amber Walker, Heidi Olson, Laurie Strokes, Zachary 
Lewer, Bernadette Peterson, Doug Bollman, Alec McLean, Noni Smith, Lorrie Hirman, Marlys Roehl, Don Bollman, Dennis Quinn, 
Luis Larios, Veronica Caswell.  Prayer Line Phone Number 693-9496. 

 Monday  

December 11 

 

Tuesday 

December 12 

 
StP - 8:00am Rosary 
StP - 9:00am Quilters 
StP - 4:00pm Spanish Choir Practice 
StP - 6:30pm Ecumen Concert 
StG - 6:00pm Ladies Night Out 
StP - 7:00pm Knights of Columbus Meeting 

Thursday  

December 14 

StJ - 8:30am Coffee & Rolls after Mass 
StP - 4:00pm Gaming Committee Meeting 
StP - 5:30pm RCIA Team 
StP - 6:30pm RCIA 

Friday 

December 15 
StP - 9:00am Coffee & Rolls after Mass 
StP - 6:00pm All Staff Christmas Party 

Saturday  

December 16 
OL - 10:00am Private Party 
StJ - 1:00pm Boy/Eagle Scouts 

Sunday 

December 17 

 
StP - 9:00am St Philip’s Sunday School Christmas  
         Program 
StP - 9:00am Sunday School 
StP - 9:00am Women’s Choir Practice 
OL - 9:30am School Christmas Program 
StJ - 11:00am Coffee & Rolls after Mass 
OL - 11:00am Private Party 
OL - 4:00pm Penance Service 

Wednesday  

December 13 

StJ - 8:30am Quilters 
StJ - 5:30pm Faith Formation Meal 
StP - 5:30pm Women’s Choir Practice 
StJ - 6:30pm Family Faith Formation-Ed Center 
StP - 7:00pm 10th Grade Confirmation Class 
StP - 7:00pm Penance Service 
OL - 7:00pm Faith Formation 

StJ - 6:00pm Boy Scouts 

Monday, December 11  8:00am - Darwin  
Word & 

Communication 

Tuesday, December 12 
8:00am - Darwin ��� �� �� � Arlene Russell 

8:30am - Litchfield ��� �� �� � Mary Nagel 

Wednesday, December 
13 

7:30am - Manannah ��� � Sick of the parish 

8:00am - Forest City ��� �� �� � Steve Gervais 

Thursday, December 
14  

8:00am - Darwin ��� � People of the Parish 

9:00am - Bethany  ��� �
Special Intention 

(A) 

10:00am - Meeker 
Manor 

��� � Special Intention 

Friday, December 15 

7:30am - Manannah ��� �� �� � Margie Kerzman 

8:30am - Litchfield ��� � For Family (G) 

Saturday, December 
16 

4:00pm - Manannah ��� �� �� � Joe McCann 

5:00pm - Darwin ��� �� �� � Paul Olberding 

 

Sunday, December 17 

8:00am - Litchfield ��� �� �� � Josie Zeren 

8:30am - Manannah ��� �� �� � Tillie Poepping 

10:00am - Darwin ��� �� �� � Arlene Russell 

10:30am - Litchfield ��� � Theresa Anderson 

12:00pm - Litchfield 

(Spanish) 
��� � People of the Parish 
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St. Philip’s Church is in need of volunteers to come to 
Funeral Masses and participate in the Resurrection 

Choir.  If you are able to volunteer please call Brenda 
at 693-3313 ext. 100 and we will get you on the calling 
list.  Then when a funeral comes up we will call to see 

if you are able to join us. 

OUR LADY FAITH FORMATION  – Faith 
Formation Class for grades 3rd – 11th Wednesday, Dec 
13th at 7:00 p.m. Christmas Program Practice.  Our 
Sunday School Program for 3 year olds – 2nd grade is 
Sunday at the 8:30 a.m. Mass. Children will go to the 
Parish Center for class after Communion. With our 
Sunday School and Wednesday evening Christmas 
programs coming up we ask that ALL Children 
make it to the practices and the performances. All 
children play a very important part in each 
program. Following the Wednesday, Dec. 20th 
Program we will have a lunch in the Parish Center 
afterwards. We ask the families whose last names begin 
with A – L bring sandwiches and the rest to bring bars 
or cookies.  

Communal Reconciliation Services 

Church of St. Philip 

Wednesday, December 13th at 7:00pm 

Church of Our Lady 

Sunday, December 17th at 4:00pm 

Church of St. John 

Wednesday, December 20th at 6:15pm at Ed Center 

OUR LADY CHURCH DECORATING – We will be 
starting to decorate the Church on Sunday, Dec. 17th 
after the Sunday School Program. If you and your fami-
ly are able to help out by volunteering your time and 
talents it would be greatly appreciated. Please let Julie 
know in the Parish Office. Thank you! 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS – If you 
would like to donate to the Christmas 
Flowers in memory of a loved one – 
you can use the envelope included in 
your envelopes or a marked envelope 
and drop in the collection or bring to 
the Parish Office.  

Let’s Celebrate!! 

Please join Lee & Pat LeBlanc for coffee & donuts to 
celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary on Sunday, 
December 17th at St John’s after the 10:00am Mass.  

Ladies Night Out 

December 12th  

St. Gertrude’s Church 

6:00pm Social / 6:30pm Dinner / Entertainment to 
Follow 

You may call Marg at 693-8733 to see if Tickets are 
Available. 

St. Philip’s Sunday School will be on 

Sunday, December 17th  

9:15am in the St. Philip’s Social Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for our Christmas Program “Jesus is 
Born”   Children will tell the story of the First 

Christmas at coffee and rolls.  Children will join their 
family for refreshments following the programs. 
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Advent is in full swing at St. Philip School. 
We enjoyed a wonderful day of reflection on 
Friday in conjunction with the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception. We also like to 
provide a service opportunity for our students 
and families during this holy season. This 

year our families will be putting together birthday bags for the 
food shelf. In essence, they create a birthday in a bag with 
cake mix, frosting, candles, party favors, and a small gift. This 
is a new endeavor for us as a school but we feel a great 
opportunity to reach out to young people in the community 
who may not have the resources to celebrate birthdays. We 
hope that these gifts bring the same kind of joy that the Christ 
Child brings 
us.                                                                                 

Mrs. McCarney and all the students are looking forward to 
their concert at Ecumen senior housing this week, with the 
concert at St. Philip’s Church the following week. Please join 
us Tuesday, Dec. 19 for our performances at 1:00 or 6:30.  

As a community we earned another $1000 from Nash Finch 
for the Econo Foods receipts. Thanks to all who faithfully 
support this effort and to Sylvia Johnson for her ongoing 
work. We also thank all those who supported our marathon 
including Litchfield Eye Center, Litchfield Family Dentistry, 
Dooley’s Petroleum, Litchfield Police Association, Medicine 
Shoppe, and Meeker County Sheriff Deputy Association.  

FORMED PICK OF THE WEEK  

Guadalupe 

The Miracle and the Message 

Explore the Marian Event that Transformed the World 

Over the course of four days in 1532, the Virgin Mary 
appeared to an indigenous convert named Juan Diego 
and ignited an extraordinary transformation of the 
Americas.  This gripping film explores the beautiful 
mystery and ongoing relevance of Our Lady’s 
apparition at Guadalupe. 

Watch on formed. org  

(AFC access code FQ9PPK) 
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Marsha 320-221-1698 

Shari    320-221-3196 

With Christmas coming, we would like to form a StP 
Choir for Christmas Eve 10pm Mass and/or Christmas 
morning mass at 10:30am.  If you would like to sing with 
a group, please give us a call or email.  Practice dates will 
be set up soon, so stay tuned.    

Questions, talk with Cindy Knutson, Mary Bolek 507-828-
1586 or Ray Wolter 320-693-9262, wolter@hutchtel.net.  

Scrip Gift Cards 

Christmas is just 2 weeks away!  
Let us help you with your Christmas gift giving! 

We have many gift cards available on hand for 
shopping or for Christmas gifts.  They are available at 
St. Philip’s Church office and the School of St. Philip.   
If you would like to place an order stop and see Brenda 
or Mary and we can get your orders placed.  To see 
what we have available to purchase check out the 
parish website at:          

 http://www.thechurchofstphilip.org/school/scrip.html 

Orders will be placed on Monday, December 11th & 
18th 

Coats for Kids The AFC Knights of Columbus 
councils will be collecting new or gently used coats for 
local distribution to Heartland in Litchfield.  Drop 
Boxes will be available at all AFC church entrances 
and the Education Center. 
Individual members and council 2029 have already donated 
money and purchased 5 cases of coats through the Supreme 
Office of the Knights of Columbus to be donated.  This is a 
total of 60 new coats.  All the coats will be donated to United 
Community Action (Heartland) for distribution to those in 
need. 

Thank you for all your support for Coats for Kids and all the 
programs to help those in need this Christmas season because 
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YEAR-END GIVING  

The end of the year is not far away, and it is time to start thinking of strategies to maximize the tax benefits of year-
end giving.  Federal tax laws and many state laws make it possible to reduce or eliminate taxes on gifts to charities 
like your parish, diocese, schools and other ministries. Remember that only gifts made by December 31st can help 
reduce the amount of taxes you owe next April. Please consult your professional tax advisor for tax strategies for 

your personal situation. 

Gifts of Cash 

The most popular way to give to charity is still by cash or check.  Gifts completed by December 31st will qualify for tax 
deductibility for the current tax year.  Gifts of cash qualify for up to one-half of your adjusted gross income (AGI).  You must 
receive an acknowledgement for gifts of $250 or more. For more information about giving gifts of cash, please contact the parish 
office.  

Securities & Appreciated Assets  

Gifts of stock, bonds, mutual funds, and certain other property that have increased in value can result in even greater tax savings than 
gifts of cash.  If you have owned such investments for longer than one year you can generally donate them to your parish and deduct 
their full current value, even if it far exceeds your original cost.  

Congress has provided that in addition to regular tax savings, you also do not have to pay capital gains tax when these assets are 
given to a qualifying charity.  This "extra" tax savings is another reason why some choose to make their gifts this way.  

You can also give assets to your parish that have decreased in value.  You may receive a tax deduction of the incurred loss.  The total 
amount of your loss and the charitable deduction may actually be more than the current value of the donated asset. To learn more 
about the benefits of charitable giving of assets, please contact the parish office. 

Donor Advised Fund  

Did you have an event that resulted in higher taxable income this year?  Maybe it was the sale of a business, company stock, or other 
appreciated asset.  Or maybe your income is just higher this year.  A donor advised fund can allow you to receive a charitable 
deduction for your giving this year, while providing you the flexibility to use it for charitable giving over time. For more information 
on how to set up a Donor Advised Fund, please call the parish office. 

Gifts from Retirement Plans 

Retirement plan assets can be a practical source from which to make charitable gifts to your parish.  If you are over 70 1/2 and are 
required to take withdrawals from a Traditional IRA, you may want to consider making a charitable gift using all or a portion of your 
mandatory withdrawal amount.  This way of giving may result in little or no tax impact when you report the amount withdrawn 
along with an offsetting charitable deduction. For more information about charitable gifting from your retirement plan, please 
contact the parish office. 

A Charitable Remainder Trust is designed for individuals with highly appreciated assets like farm land or stock. Charitable 
Remainder Trusts (CRTs) offer donors extra tax advantages while allowing the donor to set the life income rate they would like to 
receive (generally 5% to 7%). As a donor, you can designate your parish to benefit from your gift after your lifetime. There are many 
variations of these trusts, and we work with Catholic charitable foundations that can walk you through various alternatives. These 
foundations also offer the expertise of attorneys who work with every day to insure competent investment advice.  A Charitable 
Gift Annuity  (CGA) provides an immediate tax deduction while providing a predictable stream of income during your life or other 
period of time you choose. You can name your parish to be the beneficiary of your CGA after your lifetime. For more information 
about Charitable Gift Annuities or Charitable Remainder Trusts, please contact the parish office. 

Life Insurance 

If you own life insurance policies that you no longer need, the cash value of these policies may be another source from which to 
make gifts to your parish, and they may result in significant state and/or federal estate tax savings. You can also name your parish as 
beneficiary of your life insurance or annuity. For more information about charitable giving through life insurance, please contact the 
parish office. 

Gift of Grain 

Farmers can qualify for income and self-employment tax savings on raised grain if the unsold grain is gifted to your parish. The 
grain must be delivered to an elevator and the actual storage ticket should be given to the parish. In order to qualify for the tax 
savings, it’s critical that the parish sells the grain and not the person gifting the grain. To learn more about the benefits of charitable 
giving of grain, please contact the parish office. 



 

 

Fr. Joseph Steinbeisser, Pastor AFC,   693-3313, ext. 101 Office frjoe@hutchtel.net 

Fr. Brian Mandel, Senior Associate Pastor AFC, 693-3313 or 693-9496 Office frbrian@thechurchofstphilip.org 

Brent Sundve, Pastoral Associate   693-3313 Ext. 106  bsundve@thechurchofstphilip.org 
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Brenda Grates, Parish Administrator  693-3313 Ext. 100  bgrates@thechurchofstphilip.org 
Michelle Kramer, Principal   593-4774   mkramer@thechurchofstphilip.org 
Mary Roers, School Secretary   693-6283   mroers@thechurchofstphilip.org     
Karen Kulzer, DRE: Preschool - Grade 5  693-3313 Ext. 104  kkulzer@thechurchofstphilip.org 
Shelly Mendiola - Confirmation   693-3313 Ext. 109  mendiola.shelly@gmail.com  
Dave Eischens, Maintenance   320-221-1045  deischens@thechurchofstphilip.org 
Church Kitchen    693-3313 Ext. 102 
�
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Lisa Linz, Secretary    693-9496/275-2915  rectory@stjohnscatholic-darwin.com 
Karin Colberg, Bookkeeper   320-221-0267  chpropertieskarin@embarqmail.com 
Deacon John Hansen, Religious Ed Coordinator  320-221-4987  dcnjohnhansen@gmail.com 
St. John’s Education Center   320-286-2800 
�
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Julie Schmitz, Parish Secretary   693-8900 or 453-7526 ourlady@meltel.net 
Shirley Knisley, DRE    693-8900   sknisley@arvig.net 
Jerry Moudry, Custodian/Maintenance 
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Do you have a loved one 
that you would like to have 
a Mass Intention  memorial  
said or perhaps a special 
prayer intention  you would 
like to have said?  Call your 
parish office to schedule 
your Mass Intention or call 
Brenda at 320-693-3313 or 
Julie at 320-693-8900 or 
Lisa at 320-693-9496. 

SHEPHERD OF SOULS AREA FAITH COMMUNITY  

SUNDAY CONTRIBUTIONS and OFFERINGS FROM THE WEEKEND  OF:  December 3, 2017 

OFFERINGS   St. John   Our Lady   St. Philip 

Youth & Children Envelope     $10.95  $4.00 

Adult Envelope   $2,944.00  $1,668.00  $4,838.00 

ACH (Auto payment)       $1,335.00 

Loose Plate Collection   $153.00  $295.00  $1,613.07 

TOTAL SUNDAY OFFERING   $3,097.00  $1,973.95  $7,790.07 

Weekly Amount needed for budget   $3,329.75  $2,223.65  $7,608.72 

This Week's Difference   $(232.75)  $(249.70)  $181.35 

YEAR TO DATE SUNDAY 
OFFERING   $69,028.31  $45,985.97  $174,643.87 

Year to Date Budget Needs   $76,584.25  $51,143.95  $175,000.56 

YEAR TO DATE DIFFERENCE   $(7,555.94)  $(5,5157.98)  $(356.69) 

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS        

Every Parishioner is a Gift to the Parish and the Church.  Your Financial Contributions and the Gift of your time and 
talents in serving the needs of our Parish and Area Faith Community is a Blessing! 



 

 


