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 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ -  

  4:00pm   Church of Our Lady, Manannah 

  5:00pm   St. John ós, Darwin 

 Sunday  - 

   8:00am      St. Philipôs, Litchfield 

   8:30am      Church of Our Lady, Manannah 

   10:00am    St. Johnôs, Darwin 

   10:30am    St Philipôs, Litchfield 

   12:00pm    St. Philipôs, Litchfield (Spanish) 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdayï 4:30pm at St. Johnôs Church 

Saturday - 3:30pm at Our Lady  

1st & 3rd Tuesdayð4:00 pm at St. Philip  



 

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE & MASS INTENTIONS  
Area Faith  Community Calendar of Events  

 For More Info go to your parish website  

Please pray for those who are sick in the Parish especiallyé 
St.P:  Gretchen Condon, Todd Wheeler, Isaac Buhr, Beckie Schaefer, Dan Curran, Beverly Lindell, Fran Tintes,  Louise Schutz, Jasper 

Kargas, Donald Putney, Theresa Chiarelli, JoAnn DeRause-Oxford, Pam Johnson, Antonio Franco, Sylvia Johnson, Robert Becker, Jon 

Laney, Jan Paulson, Jordan Munson, Robin, Helen Hansen, Caitlin Pitts, Karen Marsh, Shirley Buck, Ed McGraw,  Eileen Mihlbauer, 

Sandra Paulsen, Lee Valiant, Ann Nonweiler, Dorothy Tacheny, Mary Knutson, Audrey Stoffel, Tim Kapperman, Denise Otremba, Sy 

Baune, Helen Schmidt, Lindsey Paulsen. Prayer Line phone number 593-8944. 

OL: Prayer Line: Mary Kalkbrenner, Meinrad Wiechmann, Nancy Haag, George Pfeffer, Dolores Wiechmann.  Prayer line phone 
number 693-8900. 

 

St.J:   Ednel Diedrich, Susan Hummel, Alivia Hemsworth, Amber Walker, Alec McLean, Marlys Roehl, Don Bollman, Luis Larios, 

Veronica Caswell, Troy Kotila, Jessee Steuck, Kim (Elke) Jack, Raylan Russel, Kathy Thissen, Rosemary Paidl, Glen Worden, Jeffery 

Baert, Grayson Zimmermann.  Prayer Line Phone Number 693-9496. 

And all those who have asked for our prayers of healing of their friends and relatives.   

 Monday 

December 2 

OL - 1:30 pm Quilting  
StP - 4:45 pm Chair Pietra  
StP - 7:30 pm Maryôs Mamas 

Tuesday 

December 3 

StP - 8:00 am Rosary  
StP - 8:30 am Adoration Begins 
StP - 9:00 am Bible Study  
StP ï 9:00 am Mission Quilters 
AFC - 10:00 am Staff Meeting 
AFC - 10:00 am Scripture Meditation - Jail 
StP - 4:00 pm Reconciliation  
StP - 5:15 pm Benediction  
AFC - 6:30 pm Scripture Meditation, Village Ranch  

AFC - 7:00 pm Pastoral Council Meeting 
StJ - 7:00 pm KC Meeting  

Wednesday  

December 4 

StJ -  8:30 am Quilters 
StJ - 5:30 pm Faith Formation  
StP - 6:00 pm Penance Service & Family Faith 
Formation 
StJ - 6:30 pm Parent Meeting  
OL - 7:00 pm Faith Formation Class 

Thursday  

December 5 

StJ - 8:30 am Coffee & Rolls after Mass 
StP - 5:15 pm Gentle/Level 1 Pietre 
AFC - 6:30 pm RCIA ñWhy We Believeò at StP 
StG - 7:00 pm Parish Meeting  

Friday 

December 6 

OL - 7:00 am Adoration Begins 
OL - 8:00 am Benediction 
StJ - 9:45 am Adoration Begins 
StJ - 5:00 pm Praise & Worship  
StJ - 6:00 pm Benediction  

Saturday  

December 7 

 

Sunday 

December 8 

StJ - 8:00 am Family Prayer Breakfast  
OL - 9:15 am Sunday School  
StP - 9:15 am Sunday School 
StJ - 11:00 am Ho Ho Ho Party/Breakfast  
StP - 12:00 pm Our Lady of Guadalupe 
celebration - Mass, followed by Fiesta 
AFC - 6:00 pm Confirmation Candidate & 
Sponsor Meeting at StP 

Monday 

December 2 
8:00 am - Darwin  

Word & 

Communion 

Tuesday, 

December 3 

8:00 am - Darwin Z Bernie Peterson 

5:30 pm - Litchfield  

Delores Speiser  

(D of I) 

Wednesday  
 

December 4 
 

8:00 amð Forest City   People of the Parish 

8:00 am - Manannah Z Joe & Dorothy Boese 

Thursday, 

December 5 

 

  9:00 am - Darwin  Z Jerry Schaefer  

9:00 am - Bethany Z Casper Nathe 

Friday, 

December 6 

 

8:00 am - Manannah Z 
Helen & Bunny 

Haag 

8:30 am - Litchfield Z George Durken 

9:15 amðDarwin   People of the Parish  

Saturday, 

December 7 

4:00 pm - Manannah  Z 
Richard & Evelin 

McCann 

5:00 pm - Darwin  Z 
Mary Lou Oestreich 

(CCW) 

 

Sunday 

December 8 

8:00am - Litchfield Z Theresa Anderson 

8:30am - Manannah Z Henry Gonzalez 

10:00am - Darwin Z Helen Kivi (CCW)  

10:30am - Litchfield Z Patricia Mandel 

12:00pm - 

 Litchfield (Spanish) 
 People of the Parish  



 

 

Shepherd of Souls AFC      *      Parish News & Events 

Faith Formation é  

St. Philip - Wednesday, December 4 
6:00 pm Advent Penance Service followed by Supper and Family Advent Activities. 
Sunday School for age 3 to Grade 4 meet every other Sunday from 9:15-10:15 am   
 

St. John - Wednesday, December 4 

St. Johnôs Confirmation classes are meeting at the Dassel Lakeside nursing @ 6:30 p.m.  Youth will be assisting 
residents with projects and visiting.  
Family of Faith Adult meetingðParents and adults will gather at the Ed center at 6:30 p.m. 
Childrenôs Liturgy at 10:00 am Mass, Sunday, December 1, for Age 3 to Grade 2 
Youth are encouraged to participate in the CCW gathering in the church basement after Mass on Dec. 8th.  Mugs 
will be available to be filled with treats and then given to an elderly neighbor.  St. Nichols will be present to tell his 
story.  
 

Our Lady - Wednesday, December 4 
Faith Formation Class at 7:00 pm for grades 3ð11 
Sunday School - for 3 yr old - 2nd Grade is Sundayôs at the 8:30 am Mass.  
 

AFC ConfirmationðSunday, December 8 - Confirmation Students (2nd year) & Sponsor Meeting 6:00 pm at 
St. Philip 
 

For more information refer to the AFC Google Calendar at www.shepherdofsouls.org 

St. Philip Sunday School - Sunday 
School Students (Preschool through Grade 4) 

at St. Philipôs are excited to begin preparing 

for their Christmas program, which will take 

place on Sunday, December 22nd. All 

parishioners, family and friends are invited to 

attend. Sunday School students will gather at 

9:15 am for final preparation and the program 

will begin in the Church at 9:30 am.  

St. Johnôs KC Pancake Breakfast 

Please join the KCôs for a delicious 

Pancake Breakfast following the 10:00 

am Mass at St. Johnôs on Sunday, 

December 1. Free will donation. All are welcome! 

Ho Ho Ho Advent Party with St. Nicolas  

And Bake Sale  

St. Johnôs Church  Sunday, December 8th  

after 10:00 am Mass  
 

St. Nick will put us into the Christmas Spirit by greeting 

young and old alike, and by sharing with us his life's story.  

We will be filling Mugs with treats and small gift items. You 

will then be able to give this abundantly filled Mug to elderly 

neighbors, friends, grandparents or nursing home residents,   

 Help us prepare for Christmas by donating a bag of wrapped 

candy or small items such as chapstick or individual kleenex 

for the Mugs.  We are also in need of donations for the Bake 

Sale.  Please bring your donations to St. John's after Mass on 

Dec. 7th or before Mass on Dec. 8th.  Thank you! 

 

All are invited down for Coffee and Rolls after Mass. 
Serving delicious Cinnamon Rolls!! 

Memorial Candles If you had a loved one that passed away this 

past year and there is a Memorial Candle for them please feel free 

to pick it up at the Church. 

Solemnity of   

The Immaculate  Conception  

of the Blessed Virgin  

Mary Mass  

(This year there is no obligation to attend.)  
Monday, December 9th 

12:00 Noon Church of St. Philip, Litchfield 

Script Orders - Included in this weekends bulletin are order forms 

for script. If you are interested please fill out and return to the 

Parish Offices or put in the collection basket.  



 

 

Shepherd of Souls            * Parish News & Events 

 

 

Lectio: Mary 
Episode 1 - The New Eve 

The New Fulfills the Old 

The Book of Genesis begins with the story of Adam and 
Eve, whose sin of disobedience breaks their relationship 
with God. God does not abandon his people, but 
gradually prepares them for the coming of his Son, Jesus 
Christ. Jesus, the promised ñseedò of Genesis 3:15 is the 
ñNew Adam,ò and his mother, the promised ñwoman,ò is 
the ñNew Eve.  
Listen on formed.org (AFC access code FQ9PPK) 

FORMED PICK OF THE WEEK  

 

 

Todayôs gospel gives the strong reminder of our need to 
stay awake and be prepared -- for we know not when 
Jesus will make His appearance. I love that idea of 
being ever-watchfuléand it seems appropriate during 
this Thanksgiving weekend to be paying attention with 
gratitude to the many ways that God makes His 
presence known to us in the little ï and bigðparts of 
everyday life. I always feel fortunate to be surrounded 
by people and experiences of faith at the School of St. 
Philip, but particularly at this time of year. Prayer and 
reflection are a natural part of what we do, we maintain 
an atmosphere and attitude that recognizes the presence 
of God all the time, and we work alongside colleagues 
who believe and support us in the faith. I sometimes feel 
like Iôve gotten a taste of what heaven must be like right 
here on earth. I pray too, that we are giving our children 
here a little taste of that as welléa place where God is 
first, joy is plentiful, and love permeates. If only we 
could do away with homeworkðthen we could really be 
in heaven!  

I extend a sincere thank you to all of the friends and 
supporters of the School of St. Philip. We are truly 
blessed and grateful to have the opportunity bring Jesusô 
message of love and hope to this community during the 
season of Advent and all year long. 

Lƴ IƛƳτ 

Michelle Kramer, School of St. Philip ~ Principal 

Scrip Program at the School of St. Philip - It is holiday shopping time, so I thought I would share with a couple of 

programs that would help out the school while you take care of your shopping needs. 

Scrip - Like many Catholic schools, the School of St. Philip takes part in the Scrip program. For those who may be unfamiliar 

with this programé. It allows people to purchase gift cards from local and national retailers that can be used in the same way 

as a gift card. They are purchased at face value with a small percentage donated to our school by the participating retailers. You 

will find gift cards for restaurants, department stores (i.e.Walmart), gas, and even online retailers like Amazon. We have a 

supply on hand, but if you know that you will be making major purchases in the near future, you can plan ahead and place an 

order. It has also gotten much easier for you to just go online and place an order so the cards or codes can be emailed directly to 

you for immediate use. Our school website has tutorial videos to show you how to take part as well as all the links youôll need. 

Just visit schoolofstphilip.org/scrip. 

Amazon Smile: - We have also begun using the Amazon Smile program for those who frequent Amazon. Here is a step-by-

step guide to get signed up. 

1. Go to https://smile.amazon.com/ and login to your Amazon account.            2. Search zip code 55355 

3. Select The Church of St. Philip (the legal name of the organization). All proceeds will be directed to the School. 

4. Click the checkbox that states you understand you must always start at https://smile.amazon.com/.You cannot use the 

Amazon App to use Amazon Smile. However, if you use the app and put things in your cart, they are carried over when you go 

to use the Amazon Smile website. 

5. Start shopping as you normally would and 0.5% of your purchase will be directed to our school.  

Eucharistic Adoration  

He is waiting for you to come spend time 

praying.  Eucharistic Adoration will be on:   

 

Tuesday, December 3  at Church of St. 

Philip 

Adoration begins at 8:30 am, Reconciliation at 4:00 pm   

Benediction at 5:15 pm  
 

Friday, December 6 at Church of Our Lady 

Adoration begins at 7:00 am Benediction at 8:00 am 
 

Friday, December 6 at Church of St. John  

Adoration begin at 9:45 am, Praise & Worship at 5:00 

pm and Benediction at 6:00 pm 
 

http://schoolofstphilip.org/scrip
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/


 

 

Shepherd of Souls             * Parish News & Events 

There will be Coffee & Rolls Sunday, December 8 at St. 
Philipôs. Everyone is welcome to join us after Mass! 

 

Volunteers are Needed  

A Note from Fr. Jeff Horejsi é. 

Advent season prepares us to celebrate with joy the great feast of Christmas.  There are extra celebrations of the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation available the first three Wednesdays of December, and on Sunday December 15th at 
4:00 pm at St. Philip.   

The celebration of Our Lady of Guadalupe will be Sunday, December 8th at the Noon Mass in Spanish followed by a 
pot-luck meal in the social hall with Mariachi music.  Our Lady of Guadalupe is the patroness of the Americas.  
Everyone is welcome to come to celebrate together. 

The feast of the Immaculate Conception would have been celebrated next Sunday, but the Second Sunday of Advent 
takes precedence. The Immaculate Conception will be celebrated on Monday, December 9th.  There is no obligation 
to attend Mass this year, but we will celebrate Mass at noon at St. Philip for this patronal feast of our country.   

For those who had been members of St. Gertrude's parish at Forest City, you are invited to an informational meeting 
Dec. 5 at St. Gertrude's at 7:00 pm to discuss the possibility of selling the church and rectory. 

Give in thanksgiving. ñThe nuns left lasting impressions on me,ò writes a donor. ñI shall always be grateful for my 
Catholic education.ò Please join in thanking the thousands of senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order 
priests who worked tirelessly to educate the young and serve those in need. Next weekôs national collection is for the 
Retirement Fund for Religious, which helps hundreds of religious communities care for aging members. Please give 
generously. 
Thank you to all who have given to the Diocesan Ministries Appeal.  If you havenôt made your pledge or given a 
gift, envelopes are available in church.  You may return your pledge in the collection basket or simply drop it in the 
mail.  You may also make your pledge or gift online at https://www.dnulorg/dma/.  Either way, your gift will be 
counted toward your parish goal.  Be assured that your gift will only be used to support those ministries designated 
in the DMA brochureðministries that are vital to our diocesan churchðas well as our parish projectðSt. Philip: 
Security & Parking enhancement; St. John:  PA system at the Ed. Center & Security system at Church; Our Lady:  
Tuition for Our Lady students attending the School of St. Philip.   

ñWhy We Believeò 
As we continue the inquiry process in the 
RCIA, our team is offering a series for 
anyone who would like to learn more about 
the Catholic faith, named ñWhy We 
Believeò by Dr. Brant Pitre.  This weekôs 
topic is ñDo Catholics Worship Mary?ò  
Please come Thursday December 5 at 
6:30pm at the St. Philip social hall 
classrooms.  If you know of someone who 
would like to learn more about our Catholic 
faith, or are interested yourself, please come 
to this series.  For more information, please 
contact Fr. Brian 693-3313, ext. 108. 

AFC Pictorial Directoryï Itôs Time to Sign Up  

Lifetouch will be here to begin photo sessions for our new Pictorial 

Directory. Monday, Dec. 16th, Tuesday, Dec. 17 & Wednesday, Dec. 

18th. Sessions will be 2:00 pm until 9:00 pm at the Church of St. 

Philip.  

Sign up will be available at all 3 churches this weekend, online at 

www.shepherdofsouls.org or you can call the parish offices.  

More photo sessions will be coming in April, May and June.  

You can go to any of the sites to have your picture taken and it will be 

included in your parish section.  

St. Philip Quilt Sale  

The St. Philipôs quilters will be having their 

annual sale on Sunday, Dec. 8th after 

Masses. If you are looking for that perfect 

gift for the hard to buy someone, stop by 

and take a look at all the wonderful 

homemade items they have for sale.  

Grief Support Group  - The Grief Support Group will meet 

December 12th at 7:00 pm in the Conference Room at St. Philip.  This 

session will focus on grief during the Holidays.  

https://www.dnulorg/dma/


 

 

Experience Pietra FitnessÈé 
A Chair Class for Women is being offered on 
Monday at 4:45 pm Dec. 2, 9, 16 -   at St. Philipôs 
Social Hallð$25 for 7 Classes, $5 drop in. 
A  Gentle/Level 1 Class for Women is being 
offered on Thursday evenings @ 5:15 PM - Dec. 5, 
12  at St. Philipôs Social Hall - $20 for 6 Classes, $5 
drop in  
Contact Marsha Goraczkowski, Certified Pietra 
Fitness Instructor, at magorski65@gmail.com or 
320-221-1698 for more information. 

Baptized in Christ 
Congratulations to Kyle & Shawna Rooney as they 
baptize their daughter Evelyn Rooney at the Church 

of  Our Lady.  
 

Congratulations to Josue & Michelle Juarez as they baptize 
their daughter Jaylene Juarez at the Church of St. Philip.  

Coats for KidsðBoxes are available at the area 

churches (St. John box is located by church office) and 

the Education Center for slightly used coats of any size. 

The boxes will be up until December 10th. Thank you! Advent Prayer Service - All families, especially 

those with children, are invited to attend with Bishop 

John M. LeVoir on Sunday, December 8. The service is 

at 4:00 p.m. in Bird Island at the Church of St. Mary. 

For more information, contact  507-233-5325 

Adoration & Prayer for Hope & Healing 

Friday, December 6, 7:00 pm at  

Church of St. Mary, Sleepy Eye 

Eucharistic Adoration with opportunities for healing 

prayer, Confessions, Spiritual counsel. For more 

information go to www.dnu.org. 

YEAR-END GIVING   

The end of the year is not far away, and it is time to start thinking of strategies to maximize the tax benefits of year-
end giving.  Federal tax laws and many state laws make it possible to reduce or eliminate taxes on gifts to charities 

like your parish, diocese, schools and other ministries. Remember that only gifts made by December 31st can help 
reduce the amount of taxes you owe next April. Please consult your professional tax advisor for tax strategies for 

your personal situation. 
Gift of Grain 

Farmers can qualify for income and self-employment tax savings on raised grain if the unsold grain is gifted to your 
parish. The grain must be delivered to an elevator and the actual storage ticket should be given to the parish. In order 
to qualify for the tax savings, itôs critical that the parish sells the grain and not the person gifting the grain. To learn 

more about the benefits of charitable giving of grain, please contact the parish offices.  

Our Condolences to the family of Paul Hoeper  upon 

his passing. May Paul rest in eternal peace. His 

funeral was at the Church of St. John. His obituary 

can be found at www.hantge.com.  

The Feast of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe  

Sunday, December 8th at the 12:00 pm 

Spanish Mass at the Church of St. Philip.  

A Pot-Luck Lunch and Fiesta will follow 

in the Church Hall.  

Please join us for the celebration! 

Advent Reconciliation Services  

Church of St. Philip 

Wednesday, December 4th at 6:00pm  

Sunday, December 15th at 4:00pm  
 

Church of Our Lady  

Wednesday, December 11th at 7:00pm  
 

Church of St. John  

Wednesday, December 18th 

at 6:30pm at  

St. Johnôs Education  Center 
Bishop LeVoirôs Message  - Listen 

weekly during this Advent and Christmas 

season to Bishop LeVoirôs Messages. Visit 

www.dnu.org/bishop/  

Cokato-Dassel Lions Club is seeking donations of gifts 

new and unwrapped for their Silent Santa. Donations can 

be dropped at various locations until Friday, Dec. 13. For 

more information contact Mike at 612-965-7442.  

mailto:magorski65@gmail.com


 

 

Fr. Jeff Horejsi, Pastor AFC,    693-3313, ext. 101 Office frjeff@shepherdofsouls.org 

     320-221-4120 Cell Phone 

Fr. Brian Mandel, Senior Associate Pastor AFC, 693-3313, ext 108 Office frbrian@shepherdofsouls.org 

     320-905-6529 Cell Phone 

Brent Sundve, Pastoral Associate   693-3313 Ext. 106  bsundve@shepherdofsouls.org 

0!2)3( 34!&& 34Ȣ 0(),)0ȭ3  

Brenda Grates, Parish Administrator  693-3313 Ext. 100  bgrates@shepherdofsouls.org 
Michelle Kramer, Principal   593-4774   mkramer@schoolofstphilip.org 
Mary Roers, School Secretary   693-6283   mroers@schoolofstphilip.org     
Karen Kulzer, DRE: Preschool - Grade 5  693-3313 Ext. 104  kkulzer@shepherdofsouls.org 
Shelly Mendiola - Confirmation   693-3313 Ext. 109  smendiola@shepherdofsouls.org  
Dave Eischens, Maintenance   320-221-1045  deischens@shepherdofsouls.org 
Church Kitchen    693-3313 Ext. 102 
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Julie Schmitz Secretary   693-9496/275-2915  jschmitz@shepherdofsouls.org 
Karin Colberg, Bookkeeper   320-221-0267  chpropertieskarin@embarqmail.com 
Deacon John Hansen, Religious Ed Coordinator  320-221-4987  dcnjohn@shepherdofsouls.org 
St. Johnôs Education Center   320-286-2800 
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Julie Schmitz, Parish Secretary   693-8900 or 453-7526 jschmitz@shepherdofsouls.org 
Shirley Knisley, DRE    693-8900 or 453-7526 sknisley@arvig.net 
Jerry Moudry, Custodian/Maintenance  693-8900 or 453-7526 

$ÉÏÃÅÓÁÎ #ÁÔÈÏÌÉÃ 

#ÈÁÒÉÔÉÅÓȡ 

ρ-ψφφ-φχπ-υρφσ  

Do you have a loved one 

that you would like to have 

a Mass Intention  memorial  

said or perhaps a special 

prayer intention  you would 

like to have said?  Call your 

parish office to schedule 

your Mass Intention or call 

Brenda at 320-693-3313 or 

Julie at 320-693-8900 or 

320-693-9496. 

SHEPHERD OF SOULS AREA FAITH COMMUNITY  

SUNDAY CONTRIBUTIONS and OFFERINGS FROM THE WEEKEND OF:  November 24, 2019 

OFFERINGS   St. John   Our Lady   St. Philip 

Youth & Children Envelope    $13.00   

Adult Envelope  $2,370.00  $1,685.00  $3,688.00 

ACH (Auto payment)       

Loose Plate Collection  $91.65  $239.00  $290.87 

TOTAL SUNDAY OFFERING  $2,461.65  $1,937.00  $3,978.87 

Weekly Amount needed for budget  $3,353.24  $2,082.00  $7,943.69 

This Week's Difference  ($891.59)  ($145.00)  ($3,964.82) 

YEAR TO DATE SUNDAY OFFERING  $57,876.97  $40,990.53  $164,919.98 

Year to Date Budget Needs  $70,418.04  $43,722.00  $166,817.49 

YEAR TO DATE DIFFERENCE  ($12,541.07)  ($2,731.47)  ($1,897.51) 

Every Parishioner is a Gift to the Parish and the Church.  Your Financial Contributions and the Gift of your time and 

talents in serving the needs of our Parish and Area Faith Community is a Blessing! 

Report Suspected abuse of Minors to Civil and Church Authorities:  Diocese of New Ulm Safe Environment 507-233-5301, 

Meeker County Sheriff Dept. 320-693-5400, National Child Abuse Hotline:  1-800-422-4453 

If you, a family member, or someone you are caring for is in need of a visit or communion because you or they 
cannot be at Mass, or if someone is in the hospital, please contact your parish office, or Fr. Brian, so we can 
make arrangements for a visit. 

Bulletin Announcements: Please have your bulletin announcements to Julie at 

jschmitz@shepherdofsouls.org.  By noon on Tuesday. Thank you!  



 

 


