San Lucas
Mission
Newsletter
January 2018
Dear Friends,
I am sitting in my “office” as I write this. It is the
western half of our dining room table (a little more
than half when things are crazy). The sun is streaming
in through the large picture window. I am looking out
at freshly fallen snow glistening in the sunlight. It is
73 degrees where I am sitting because it is sunny
today and I am in the room with the wood-burning
stove. A few feet away, outside the window it is some
several degrees below zero.
I sit in a house we built ourselves (with lots of help
from family and friends). I have literally touched
every square inch of it, I can picture everything
hidden in the walls, I know every nook and cranny and
I see every “oops” and everything that still awaits the
final touch to take it off my to-do list.
And as I sit here, I am overwhelmed with gratitude for
the blessings of shelter. Yes, shelter brings warmth,
cooling and protection. But shelter also brings better
health, increased family stability and kids even do
better in school when their housing is stable. And it
brings a sense of place, a somewhat intangible feeling
of belonging and purpose, a feeling of permanence,
that we are here, this family is here, and this family
will be here for generations.
One of the most important ministries we have at the
Mission is helping to provide shelter for those who do
not have the means to provide their own. Whether it
is a simple wooden Charity house for those who do
not own their land, or a 540-square foot block house
for those who do own their land, providing dignified
housing is at the core of our mission. And while the
mission has built hundreds of homes over the
decades, the need is still great. We are working to
overcome centuries of practices that denied the
indigenous people of Guatemala the right to own land

and certainly denied them the means to afford
adequate housing. For many of the families we work
with, they are the first generation since the arrival of
the Spanish to both own a small piece of land and own
their house. Having their own home is a change in the
course of their family’s history that will last for
generations.
In this issue, you will revisit two families who received
block houses in the last couple of years and see how
their lives have changed and you will meet two of
many families waiting for homes.
Also in this issue is a welcome to two new people who
will be working with Friends of San Lucas. Also look
for a hearty “Thank you!” to all our sponsors who
helped make the Mankato Gala such a success.
Lives changed and lives waiting for change. This is
our work and calling and all of it happens with
prayer, hard work and the generosity of our
supporters. Thank you for walking alongside the
people of San Lucas Tolimán.
Message from Bill Peterson, Exec. Director

______________________________________________________________________

Thanksgiving for a New House

The Quiej Chumil Family – San Juan El Mirador
Estela, age 45, and her family of 12 received their new
home in 2016. Before this, the family lived in a house
built of corn stalks with a corrugated metal roof and

Estela is deeply grateful for the gift of this new home
and the differences it has made in her family’s life.

The Alinan Lopez Family – San Juan El Mirador

Their Old House

a dirt floor. They had no way to protect themselves
from the elements. If it was windy, dirt and dust
would fill their house, including their kitchen and
their food.
Estela recalls that in her old house when it rained her
house would flood and there was nothing she could
do about it. If it rained hard at night she would gather
her kids and they would all pile onto the bed as the
water washed through the house. “I suffered for
years in that house,” she said.
Estela’s husband, who was the family’s primary
financial provider, passed away in May 2015. This left
their oldest son, 21 year-old Rudy, with the primary
responsibility of working to support the family.

Maria Audelina and Victor’s old house was made of
corrugated metal and wood. Maria said she felt
embarrassed when people passed and would see her
house and how her family was living. The family
suffered, water would run through their house during
heavy rains, the kids would walk through the mud and
she worried that animals would get in because of the
holes in the walls of her house. When it was windy,
Maria recalled, they would wake up and their faces
would be covered in dust. Considering all of this Maria
reflected, “We felt hopeless.”
Maria says that they are very proud of their new
house and work hard to take good care of it. Now they
don’t suffer from the wind and the rain.

Maria Audelina and her daughter

Much has changed after receiving their new block
house. Now, if it’s raining or if it’s windy they don’t
have to worry and Estela says they can sleep
peacefully. Estela continues to work to support her
family by washing clothes in San Lucas, earning $2.50
- 3.00/day. She works to support her family and to
support the education of her five children who are
still in school.

Victor, despite an accident at work that left him with
partial use of his arm, continues to do field work to
support his family. Maria helps financially when she
can, whether that be making tortillas, washing clothes
or picking coffee during the harvest, but it’s not
always consistent. “Even if we worked all day and all
night we still would have never been able to build a
house like this.”

Potential New Home Owners

Sponsor a House
Block House - $12,000
You will receive info about the family.

Wooden Charity House - $1500
Both will provide a family a concrete floor
and a fuel-efficient wood-burning stove

when he runs out of work, earning $12-20/week. The
mother, Aura Marina, sells corn tamales, to raise some
income to help support her family.
Julajuj Pic Family - PANIMAQUIP

The father, Enrique, has infrequent work as a day
laborer, working for private individuals. He manages
to earn from $17-20 a week. This is the only income
that supports his family. They do not have farm land
of their own, so they rent land from other people.
Currently they live on a borrowed lot where they have
built a shack for their kitchen and they sleep in a one
room house with half block and half wood walls. That
house belongs to a brother, and soon the brother and
his spouse want to move in, so the family will have to
move out. The mother’s father has inherited a piece of
land where they can build their own house, when they
lose the house where they currently live. Of course,
Enrique, wants to take care of his own family, but he
has no means to do so. He does not have any formal
education, so it is difficult for him to get steady work.

The Grandfather, Juan Cocón, benefited from a past
government program and has a 3-room block house
where all 11 family members currently live. One of
Juan's sons has had mental problems since he was 25
years old. The change in his behavior was sudden; he
was a normal worker, but nowadays exhibits
aggressive behavior. Juan’s daughter, Soila, also has
had mental problems since childhood. However, she
has not been aggressive. For these reasons, the
situation with all 11 living in the same house is very
complicated. They need support to be able to build
additional living space, as they do not have the
necessary resources to improve their situation.
_______________________________________________________________________________

Introducing new staff for FOSL

The Cocón Gonzáles Family - SAN JUAN EL MIRADOR

Hola a todos y todas!

11 people live in this home. The grandfather, Juan
Cocón, 75, earns $35/week working on a plantation,
Finca Los Tarrales, and supports two adult children
with mental problems. The Father, Erwin, works on a
plantation for three month blocks. He sells firewood

My name is Alex Muff and I will be starting as the
Director of Communications, Marketing and Events in
February with the Friends of San Lucas. I could not be
more excited to continue working to support the
Mission! I was born and raised in Omaha, Nebraska
and graduated from the Univ. of St. Thomas in
Minnesota with a major in Communications and
Journalism. There, I was randomly assigned my
roommate, Heather Statz who we all know as the
previous Volunteer Coordinator and current board
member. I'm sure you can see where this story is
leading as to how I got connected to the Mission. After
graduating I moved to Los Angeles and worked for

20th Century Fox doing advertising sales for a year
and a half. After that I moved back to the Twin Cities
to work where I had interned for 2 years in college Allied Integrated Marketing. I worked as an Account
Coordinator there for a year and a half doing movie
publicity and promotions. In November of 2015 I
decided to visit Heather in San Lucas and I was hooked
instantly. I visited again in 2016 and, being in the
process of job hunting and figuring out what I wanted
to do next, I decided I didn't want to leave San Lucas.
So, I went back to the States, quit my job at Allied and
came down to San Lucas as a long-term volunteer for
what was originally going to be 5 months and has now
turned into over a year. I can’t wait to continue
working for the Friends of San Lucas and look forward
to the exciting future ahead for the Mission.
Con cariño,
Alex
_______________________________________________________________________________

Ann Hagberg, Office Assistant
My first introduction to the mission was through my
two children, Natalie and Eddie who went on mission
trips with St. John Neumann, Eagan, when they were
in high school. I visited the mission with the first
adult trip with our church and had a life changing
experience. Natalie and Eddie have visited many
times as chaperones and my son proposed to his wife
on the steps of the mission. My husband and I were
fortunate to host a dinner at our home with Fr. Greg
and friends. I feel truly blessed to have been in the
presence of Fr Greg. I worked for 34 years with the
MN State Courts supervising family and civil court in
Dakota County. I took an early retirement to care for
my aging mom and mother-in-law who was in
hospice. I am grateful for the opportunity to work
with The Friends of San Lucas. I feel blessed to

work for the mission Fr. Greg created and all the
amazing people who support San Lucas Tolimán.
_______________________________________________________________________________

We would like to welcome both Alex and Ann! They
will fill a tremendous need for us!
The Friends of San Lucas

A Special Thank You
To Our Sponsors
For the Mankato Gala 2017
Diamond
Mathiowetz Construction Co
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Strickland Construction Co.
Pediatric and Adolescent Dentistry
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The Friends of San Lucas want to thank you for your support and generosity to the San Lucas Mission.
A special thank you to our donors and friends who walk in solidarity with the people of the San Lucas area.

Friends of San Lucas
651-454-0981

4679 Cambridge Dr., Eagan, MN 55122
www.sanlucasmission.org

