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St. James School  

from 2000-2009 

 
 

The new century brought new staff and newer technology to St. 

James School. The events of September 11, 2001 left an indelible 

mark on our country and our St. James School and Parish. Yet it 
was and continues to be a warm, family-friendly community that 
welcomed diversity and celebrated the cultures of its families. 

While fewer students lived in the neighborhood, families from 
earlier generations continued to send their children to the school. 
The bus, available through the public school district, picked up 
students primarily from the South Madison and Fitchburg area.  

Parents who worked downtown, at the University, and the two 

nearby hospitals were able to drop their children off at school and 
more easily volunteer during the day.  The Aftercare Program was 
a significant asset to working parents.  It enabled parents to 
complete their workday and pick up their children as late as 5:30 
p.m.   
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Centennial Christmas Program 

Even before it reached its 100th birthday, the school and parish 

started celebrating Christmas with a Christmas Program. The 
theme of the 2004 Christmas program was “A Centennial 
Christmas.” Alumni from as far back as the 1930s attended, and 
some even participated in the program which concluded with the 

tradition of the alumni joining the students and staff singing 
“Peace, Peace, Peace on Earth and Goodwill on Earth. This is the 
time for love. This is the time for joy so let us all sing together. . 

..”  

Among the special guests at the 

2004 program were Moe Ryan and 
Ronnie Vetter, class of 1938 who 
joined in singing the rediscovered 
St. James school song from 1938. 

With the growing 
popularity of the 
Christmas 
program, a 

matinee performance was added. Music teacher 
Shirley Robinson, known for empowering and 
encouraging students to share their talents, 
worked with the 8th grade class each year to 
come up with a unique program, but always 

ending with Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus processing to the altar 
along with the reading of the Nativity Gospel according to St. 

Luke. We have been able to have our own Baby Jesus each year 
thanks to a new baby born to one of our school families.  And we 
have been fortunate that the newly born baby was happy to be a 

part of the Christmas Program-no crying during the performance.   

Mrs. Robinson and Sr. Kathleen persuaded the faculty to all dress 
up for the Christmas Program that year.  The picture shows each 
of the staff members dressed as a Religious Nun.  How 

challenging that must have been to create the customers for each 
staff members.  Do you recognize any of them by name? 

Mrs. Shirley Robinson 
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Plays and Musicals with Mrs. Robinson’s Direction 

The basement auditorium with its stage continued to serve as the 
site of performances other than the Christmas Program.  Over the 
years, the parish had been known for its theatrical productions, 
now the students along with the help of parents, parishioners, 
and staff produced programs. Alumna Carol Marshall whose 

children and grandchildren had attended St. James was always 
ready with 
scenery, 

costumes, and 

anything else 
that was 
needed. In 
2000, the 7th 
and 8th 

graders put 
on Mufaro’s 

Beautiful Daughters” and “The Twelfth Night.”  In 2001, Nathan 
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Lehmann-Ziebarth starred as the ringmaster in the schoolwide 
performance of “Circus 

Circus.” The next year, the 
musical “The Wiz” was 
performed with Rici Fisher 
as Dorothy. Garrie Fox as 
the Scarecrows; Adam 

Williams as the Cowardly 
Lion; and John Darcy as 

the Tin Man. Talent 
shows were also annual 
events. 

 

Mrs. Barry, Sister Kathleen 

Sister Kathleen Loughrin, principal, and Sharon Barry, secretary, 

were seen as a team, always available for the children and 
parents.  The weekly take-home folder kept families informed and 
included the “hot-lunch” order form.  Helping with “stuffing” the 
take-home photos was Mr. Rod Robinson, husband of Shirley 

Robinson, the music teacher. 

Hot lunch was organized by volunteers, including alum and parent 
Joe Tiller and grandparents Marilyn and Peter Rudd who were also 
the parents of third grade teacher Laura Tiller. Mrs. Tiller joined 
the staff in 2007. Students especially looked forward to days 

when pizza and tacos were offered!  The menu had certainly 
changed from the 40’s and 50’s when mashed potatoes with 

hamburger gravy was the favorite Hot Lunch meal. 

In 2002, the front entrance of the school 

was updated by removing bushes and 
adding a new fence, donated by Action 
Fence.  The fence has been replaced by 
flowers today (2021) That same year, the 

school was able to purchase 25 new 
Compaq computers for the computer lab.  

 

Nathan Lehmann-Ziebarth 
John Darcy 2003 
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Fr. Tom Back to St. James 

Msgr. Tom Baxter returned to St. James as pastor 

in 2003 succeeding Msgr. Doug Dushack.  Despite 
their monsignor titles, both were fondly known as 
Fr. Tom and Fr. Doug. Fr. Tom had served as 
assistant to Msgr. DeBock from 1979 to 1991. 

. 

Faith Expressed at St. James  

Mrs. Eshun with the help of 

other staff coordinated the 

annual cultural arts and history 
days, bringing in organizations and parents 
representing the many cultures of the students. 
Students were treated to musical and dance 

performances on these special days that 
occurred occasionally. 

In addition to serving at School Masses, St. 
James students served at the week-end 

Masses for the parish.  There were special 
ceremonies to celebrate our faith. Classes 
teamed with their Buddies to lead the 
Stations of the Cross for rest of the 
school and parishioners on Fridays during 

Lent.  May Crownings were celebrated in 
May and the Burying of the Alleluias, and 
the Raising of the 

Alleluias took 
place before Lent 

started and after 
Easter.  Our 
students also 
learned how to 

make rosaries.   

 

Msgr. Thomas Baxter 2003-

2020 
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Special Activities and Opportunities 

You may remember some of these special activities. 

Battle of the Books  

Catholic Schools Week 

Cultural Arts Day 

Eager Readers Program 

Fine Arts Day 

Geography Bee 

Halloween Day Celebration  

Jump Rope for Heart  

Pen Pals in 4th Grade 

Pinewood Derby 

Friends of St. James 

School Plays  

Student Council 

Tae Kwon Do 

Talent Show 

The Buddy Program 

Christmas Programs 

Volleyball 

Flag Football 

Basketball  

Softball 

 

In 2004, Battle of the Books competition began in the 3rd, 4th, 
and 5th grades. The theme for the year was “St. James: A School 
of Peace,” which focused on promoting respect and peace among 

all students.  

2005 Pinewood Derby 

Christmas Program 2006 

May Crowning 2005 Cultural Arts Day 2001 

How the West Was Really Won 2002 
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Fourth grade teacher Chris Eshun advised the Student Council 
which focused on school service projects, including “Trick or Treat 

So Others Can Eat.” This service project involved the students 
walking the neighborhood with flyers requesting that that the 
neighbors donate food. The students would then return in a few 
days to collect the donations.  These efforts were very successful.  
Despite its size, St. James won a citywide competition for the 

school collecting the most food. 

Summer programs expanded and pre-school started in this 

decade.  An anonymous donor provided money for the Eager 
Readers Summer program. College and high school students 

mentored students who received books each of the six weeks.  At 
the end of the program, the students took a trip to Wisconsin 
Dells. 

DARE ended, and COPS replaced it. Students represented the 

school well in city and beyond in academic and Knights of 
Columbus competitions. In 2003. Michael VanderSheuren won the 
State History Day contest and became the first student from St. 
James School to attend National History Day in Washington, D.C. 

And the Field Trips  

• Aldo Leopold Center 

• Arboretum 
• Field Trip for 8th Grade 

Graduation 

• Fish Hatchery Field Trip 

• Maple Syruping 

• Milwaukee Museum 

• Octagon House 

• Old World Wisconsin 

• Pumpkin Patch 
• Ropes Course at Camp 

Gray 

• Skating at Fast Forward 
• State Capitol Field Trip 
• World Dairy Expo 

  

To see several pictures of these field trips, click 

on the link below. 

https://www.thegoodshepherdmadison.org/

photos/view/id/68261 

 

https://www.thegoodshepherdmadison.org/photos/view/id/68261
https://www.thegoodshepherdmadison.org/photos/view/id/68261
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Forgiveness Program 

First grade teacher Pat Stevens 
adopted the Robert Enright’s 
Forgiveness program with her 

students. Enright, founder of 
the International 
Forgiveness Institute at the 
University of Wisconsin, visited 

the class and the local 
newspaper covered his visit and 
ABC filmed it for its show, “20-
20.”  Professor Enright’s 
program has received 

international recognition 

including work with children in 
Northern Ireland and in Israel 
and Palestine.  For more 

Dr. Robert Enright 
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information about his important work, check out this Link:  
https://internationalforgiveness.com 

 

Vounteers and Staff at St. James School in the 2000’s 

Beloved volunteer and school parent, 

Margaret Duwe, served as librarian until her 
untimely passing in 2009. While Margaret 
Duwe worked in the library, her daughter 
Margery, a 1996 St. James graduate, taught 

at St. James. Luellen Childers, parent of 

three sons at St. James School, succeeded 
Mrs. Duwe in the library. 

Mary Ann Parnell, St. 
James graduate, directed 

the Aftercare program, and later her daughter 
Lauren helped in the program.   

Among the many special volunteers were Sister 
Loretta Finnerty, O.P., Sister Rita Rae Burger, 

O.P., and grandmothers Marni Lindsey and 
Mariea Harrington and, as noted above, Carol Marshall.   

 

Mrs. Dolores Russell 

worked with students in 
the computer lab.  Mrs. 
Mary Ann Haack taught 
the kindergarten 

children with the 

assistance of Mrs. 
Michelle TeStrake. Other 
veteran teachers (not 
mentioned above) included Mrs. Beth Rife in 

second grade and Mrs. Mary McKenna in fifth grade. Teaching 

Band were Kelly Selje and Merta Maaneb de Macedo who taught 
guitar. Ms. Merta, a parent of four St. James students, also 

Merta Maaneb De 

Macedo 

Mrs.Margaret Duwe 

Mrs. Dolores Russell 

https://internationalforgiveness.com/
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directed the parish folk choir and volunteered where needed.  The 
volunteers from the parish and school families contributed to the 

life of the school, providing many special extra opportunities. 

 

Tuition and Fund Raising 

The parish and school celebrated the school’s centennial 
throughout the year.  In 2005 tuition for parishioners climbed to 
$2,000, and enrollment was 151. Fund Raising has been a part of 
the St. James School for many years.  The Home and School 

Association began its Silent auction fundraiser earning event in 

the late 1990s.  When the Silent Auction began, it coincided with 
the Annual Spaghetti Dinner.  In the gym, the items for bidding 
were displayed and bidders would write their bid on the 
notebooks assigned to the item that they hoped to win.  The 
Silent Auction has progressed to a bigger event.  Stay tuned to 

the History in the 2010’s and 2020’s for more details about the 
Silent Auction and our St. James School. 

In the interview of Anna Grinde Stoltenberg, you will hear how 
the events of September 11, 2001 affected her and the St. James 

Community.   

For more pictures and the video, click here for the Parish 
Website:  https://www.thegoodshepherdmadison.org 

Then, click on the tab titled: St. James School 115th Celebration.  

All of the months of celebration are available there. 

 

https://www.thegoodshepherdmadison.org/

