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St. James school 2010-2021 

 

Many changes occurred this decade, 

including the merger of St. James Parish 

with St. Joseph Parish in 2012.  St. 

Joseph had been a close neighbor to St. 

James when it was formed in 1916 in the 

Greenbush area of Madison.  When it 

relocated to the south Beltline area, the 

parish, started by Italian immigrants, 

welcomed new members, and said good-

bye to others who joined St. James.  By 

the time of the merger, children from St. Joseph had been attending St. 

James school for more than 35 years through a special tuition arrangement 

originally made between Fr. DeBock (St. James) and Fr. Bernette (St. 

Joseph). 

Msgr. Tom Baxter continued as pastor through the decade of the merged 

parish now known as Good Shepherd. He hired Sister Zita Simon, O.P, as his 

pastoral assistant. Sister Zita, whose office was at St. Joseph, soon became 

loved in the parish and school. Sr. Zita loved reading to the students in the 

younger grades.  She retired in August 2020 and passed away suddenly in 

January 2021 at the Motherhouse in Sinsinawa. 

Other friendly faces who helped in the school were parents of students:  

Cynthia Schoettler, parish nurse; Merta Maaneb de Macedo, youth music 

ministry and folk choir; and Jennifer Shulla, who was hired as the first 

Development Director for the parish and school.   

In 2015, Mary Yockey replaced Jennifer Shulla as the Development Director. 

Julie Grosse was hired as the first Enrollment Director. 

Sister Kathleen’s Jubilee:   

The school and parish family celebrated the 50th Jubilee of 

principal Sister Kathleen at a parish Mass in April 2013. Sr. 

Kathleen Loughrin was the longest serving principal at St. 

James School.  She was a teacher and principal for 25 

years at St. James School. 

Unfortunately, after recovering from knee surgery in July 

2015, Sr. Kathleen learned she was diagnosed with 

cancer. This obviously prompted her to reduce her 24/7 
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schedule.  In August 2015, she went to the Sinsinawa Mound for care before 

school started that year. 

The school community and parish were thrilled to hear at the Christmas 

Program in December 2015 that Sr. Kathleen’s cancer was in remission and 

that she would be returning to Madison in January.  Sister Kathleen’s love 

for and dedication to St James School was shown when she returned to help 

in the school.  Shortly after returning, in March 2016, Sr. Kathleen decided it 

was time to officially retire.  She was named Special Consultant. Shortly 

after the new school year started in 2016, she returned to the Motherhouse 

and began treatments again for cancer.  She passed away at the 

Motherhouse in April 2019. The school Resource room was completely 

redone and now is dedicated and named the Sister Kathleen Loughrin 

Resource Room.  

Bonnie Moschkau, retired Madison Metropolitan School 

District educator, volunteered her services as Interim 

Principal for the 2015-2016 school year.  When Sr. Kathleen 

officially retired, a search committee 

was formed to hire a permanent 

replacement for her.  Thus, began the 

hiring of the first male, lay principal, 

Michael McCabe.  Mr. McCabe was 

principal until the end of the 2018 

school year.  Another Principal Search 

Committee was formed.  Mr. Randall 

Enders from the Sun Prairie School 

District was hired.  He 

began his principalship in 

July 2018 and continues 

as our principal at this 

writing (December 

2021). Randy Enders has 

long ties to the St. James 

Parish.  His grandfather 

Principal Randy with 

Kieran Klingele 2019 

Romie Enders 

Mrs. M. 

Michael 

McCabe 
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was one of the student boxers who was part of the Boxing Team.  Boxing 

was a popular sport for students in Dane County in the 1930’s and 1940’s.   

Additionally, Randy’s great uncle was an alumnus of St. James School and 

Parish and became a Catholic priest and celebrated his 1st Mass at St. James 

Church in 1939.  If you click on the YouTube link below you will see a video 

that was taken in the 1930’s of Fr. Enders' 1st Mass.  There are pictures of 

his home on Chandler Street and pictures at St. James Church 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O9jSJrI3xPg 

 

Retirements 

The decade saw the retirement of 4 long time staff 

members.  Sharon Barry, secretary for 50 years, retired in 

2018.  She was honored along with Bonnie Moschkau and 

Sister Kathleen by having a special school scholarship fund 

named for them. Sharon worked 25 of her 50 years with Sr. 

Kathleen Loughrin.  From the office upstairs on 2nd floor to 

the current office on 1st floor, she helped 100’s of students, 

parents and staff and was the “ice pack” and “band-aid” 

queen, beloved by all. 

 

St. James School also said good-bye to 

long time 2nd grade teacher, Beth Rife, 

in June 2021.  Mrs. Rife had been the 

2nd grade teacher for 30 years and a 

valuable leader amongst her peers.  

She helped Sr. Kathleen and Mrs. Barry 

with the computer side of grading and 

scheduling for many years.  

Mr. Gary Thornton, long time Physical 

Education. Teacher retired when Covid invaded our 

community.  He gave over 45 years of service to St. James.  Additionally, 

Mr. Thornton was a track coach at Edgewood High School and brought many 

athletes to state competition and championships. 

 

 

Beth Rife Gary Thornton 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O9jSJrI3xPg
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Last but not least, During the COVID year 

of 2020, Msgr. Tom Baxter retired after 

serving over 28 years.  His service began at 

St. James Parish as associate pastor in 

January 18, 1979, and ended as pastor of 

Good Shepherd in July 2020.  Presently, our 

new pastor is Fr. David Carrano who has 

shown strong support for the school.   
 

The Early Care in Education Program  

The 4 Year Old Program expanded to a 3 and 4 year old program in 2015.  

Erin Arango-Escalante, St. James’s parent and educational consultant from 

UW-Madison, helped develop the program and garnered support from 

colleagues at the University.  Several parishioners volunteered their 

carpentry skill and updated two classrooms to meet the needs of the 3 and 4 

year-olds. 

Part of the work necessary for programming for 3 year-olds required an 

outdoor enclosed playground area.  Rick and Karen Grosse donated money 

and named the playground in the name of Adelaide Grosse, Rick’s mother. 

Fundraising in the 2010s  

  
 

With the hiring of a development director in the early 2000s, the school 

enhanced its fundraising efforts. School parent Mary Wichern suggested the 

Spartan Stampede, which is now the fundraiser of the Home and School 

Association, raising more than $10,000 annually thanks to generous 

sponsors and participants.  This money supports special projects by teachers 

in their classroom.   

 

Msgr. Tom Baxter Fr. David Carrano 
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The Silent and the Live Auction that 

started in the 

1990s became 

a gala event 

during this 

decade.  Mary 

Unmuth 

Yockey, (her 

son, Judah, is an alumnus), worked with a committee of parents and 

parishioners to plan and implement the event. The first Auctions were held 

in the school’s gym and then at Maple Bluff Country Club for 2 years. The 

event has raised $40,000 to $50,000 annually for the school. Due to the 

pandemic, the 2020 and 2021 event were held virtually through Zoom. 

  

Through the efforts of parent Barbara Sella, who works for the Wisconsin 

Catholic Conference, the school established an Advisory Board in 2015 that 

had three goals:  to market St. James School to a wider community, to help 

support fund raising efforts, and to help increase enrollment. In addition to 

the development director, the school added a recruitment coordinator in 

2015.   

With the help of Michael Schultz, chair of the parish Finance Council, the 

Advisory Board learned of and pursued a request for financial support from 

the Kremer Foundation.  These efforts succeeded in St. James School 

receiving $10,000 in grant money.  This money continues annually in 

support of students who meet a financial need level set by the Kremer 

Foundation.  And a second grant from the Two Eagles Foundation added to 

grant money that the school receives each year. 

 

With the expertise and writing skills of both Jim and Mary Yockey, St. James 

submitted grant requests to the Berbee Derby Technology Grant Program 

four different times.  In the 4 years that we applied, St. James received 

grant money in the amounts of $ 5,000., $ 8,000, and $10,000 twice.  These 

dollars were used to purchase Chrome books for every student in Grades 4-

8, charging stations for each classroom, new laptops for each staff member, 

infrastructure components to expand and strengthen the internet for school 

use and more. 

 

In 2018, Gordy (1966 Alum) and his wife, Kris Melcher, (Melcher CPA) 

challenged St. James to match $ 100,000. Mary Yockey, Development 

Director, worked with parents, grandparents, parishioners and alumni and 
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garnered donations of monies, services, and products to accomplish the 

$100,000 match. In the summer 2018, with these funds, the school made 

some major improvements to the school: 

• New shades on all the windows 

• All lockers in hallways and gym painted 

• New cabinets, sinks and faucets with a water fountain in all classrooms 

• Resource Room & Office completely redone-floors, walls, and cabinetry 

• New furniture for Resource Rm. and Office 

• New ceiling and lighting in the gym 

• All hallways, gym and classrooms painted 

• 2 new refrigerators for Resource Room and Aftercare program 

 

 

Bishop Hying’s Visit to St. James  

 

The schoolchildren, staff, and parents 

warmly welcomed the diocese’s new 

bishop, Bishop Donald J. Hying, to 

the school at the start of the 2019-

20 school year.  He visited St. James 

School on September 11, 2019.  He 

celebrated Mass and spoke directly to 

the children during his homily.  After 

Mass, he visited each of the 

classrooms with Msgr. Tom.   

 

Art Classes in the 2010s 

 

In January 2016, Ms Rocio, long time Spanish teacher for all 

grades, became the Art teacher for the Junior High.  The Art 

Fair became an annual tradition in May with the fine artwork of 

the students.  She presently teaches Art to all the grades.  

Below are art projects done by students in Grades 4-8. 

 
Miss Rocio 
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Extra-Curriculars + in the 2010s:   

Children Masses for the Parish, Talent Shows, Sports, JNHS, Geography 

Bees, Spanish Bees, Spelling Bees, Debate Contests, Band, Catholic Schools 

Week along with Friends of St. James Day, Pfeffernuesse, Fall Festival, 

Spaghetti Dinners, Spring Auctions, Spartan Stampedes, Ms Eshun’s Field 

Trips, 8th Grade Retreats at Camp Gray, Art and Science Fairs, Roller Skating 

in Gym Class and more... 

 

In the alumni interviews for 115th Anniversary Celebrations, The Friends of 

St. James Day (part of Catholic Schools Week) was often mentioned, 

particularly the sharing of the homemade butter and the stinky cheese 

(Limburger).   

Our school’s Athletic Association has always given strong leadership for the 3 

different sports seasons with the sports of Volleyball, Flag Football, 

Basketball, and Softball.   

 

In 2019, the 7th and 8th Flag Football team were MAISL Champs. 

 
1st Row: 

Coach John 

Wichern, Henry 

Pozell, George 

Stattelmann-

Scanlan, Tom 

Cast, Sam 

Moschkau, 

Elijah 

Makwinja, Tomas Faccini, Luke Wichern, Coach Jeff Liggons,2nd Row: Yok 

Tuongheeranchort, Ezra Liggons, Jack Corcoran, Andre Johnson, Caleb 

Liggons, Liam Duffy  

 

The 6th Grade Girl’s Basketball Team were 

champs of the 6th Grade Girls MAISL League in 

the Spring of 2020 with coaches Chris Iglar 

and Adam Grosse.   1st Row: Elka Grosse, 

Beanie Thompson, Audrey Duffy, Maggie Iglar, 

2nd Row: Jennifer Krug, Bella Lozano, Zhana 

Gnewuch, Sidney Shusta and Alex Moschkau. 
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National Junior Honor Society 

 

To recognize the 

strong academic 

achievements of 

students in our 

National Junior 

Honor Society 

(NJHS), Junior 

High teacher 

Lauren McCall did 

the organizational 

work necessary to 

establish the St. James School chapter of the National Junior Honor Society.  

To accomplish this, St. James validated the school’s commitment to the five 

values of the NJHS:  scholarship, service, leadership, character, and 

citizenship. In the Spring of 2018, 6th, 7th, and 8th graders of St. James 

School were initiated in The Junior National Honor Society. Many Junior High 

students have earned NJHS each year since. 

1st Row L to R:  Tobias Scott, Micah Scott, George Stattelman-Scanlan, Lilly 

Moschkau, Ainsley Lonergan , Sonja Miller, Glass, Matthew Flottmeyer and 

Elias Glass2nd Row: Petch Tuongheeranchort, Jason Thompson, Sam 

Moschkau, Elijah Makwinja, Grace Wallace, Amber Grosse, Adelie Ehlert, 

Josie Colin, Nazira Atalla 

Children’s Masses 

From 2015 to COVID, the students help with the liturgies on 5 different 

weekend Masses each year.  The students along with the teachers filled all 

the liturgical ministries:  servers, lectors, commentators, ushers, and choir.  

The teachers were the Eucharistic Ministers. 
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LEXUS-ECO Challenge 

 

In 2011, a team of eight students from 

St. James named the “Ladies of the 

Light” were awarded the $40,000 

grand prize in the Lexus Eco 

Challenge.  There were chosen from 

500 teams nationwide for their work to 

convert some of the school’s energy 

from non-renewable to renewable.  

Their goals were realized in 2012 when 

four solar panels were installed on the 

roof of the school. 

The panels are still generating power. 

Students:  Ariel Colin, Samantha 

Harrington, Maetraclare Maaneb de 

Macedo, Fiona Statz, Lydia Swanson, 

Savannah Wallace, Laura Whitt, and 

Andrea Wright. 

Staff advisors:   Gina Pignotti, Elisa 

Shoemaker & Tim Tynan   

 

Click this link that tells part of the story from Wisconsin State Journal 

Article-March 2011 
https://www.newspapers.com/clip/91179286/st-james-school-wins-lexus-

eco-challeng/ 

https://www.newspapers.com/clip/91179286/st-james-school-wins-lexus-eco-challeng/
https://www.newspapers.com/clip/91179286/st-james-school-wins-lexus-eco-challeng/
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Spartan Showcase Talent Show 

 

 In 2019, the Spartan Showcase Talent Show highlights the variety of talent 

that our 

Spartans 

demonstrate 

with energy, 

spontaneity, 

and spunk. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID  

As the decade of 2010s came to a close, COVID became a stark reality for 

everyone.  The 2019-2020 school year began like every other year but 

ended dramatically different.  By order of the governor, schools were closed 

in March 2020, and the teachers and staff of St. James quickly went to 

online mode of instruction.  Although this required an extreme effort to 

adjust their teaching methods, all the teachers were able to complete the 

school year with success.  There was no Graduation Ceremony in May 

because we were all quarantined.  None of the end of the year activities took 

place.  Oddly, our Spring Auction in May,2020 that made a quick transition 

to ZOOM was our most successful auction by far netting over $70,000.   

 

Due to Dane County restriction, the 2020-2021 school year began with only 

K-3 classes in person.  After a lawsuit filed and won by some of the private 

schools in Dane County, the rest of the grades were attending school in 

person by October.  Teachers became incredible balancers of Zoom for 

students that wanted to stay home to learn and students that were in 

person. It was gargantuan effort on the staff’s part, but they succeeded. 

 

Life is back to almost normal as this history is being written.  Field trips are 

restricted. The Halloween celebration became a tailgating event with parents 

suppling candy for the students to “trick or treat” in the parking lot.  The 

Christmas Program was performed with performers and audience all wearing 

JuJu Thompson and Lucia Willenburg 

Hailey Grosse and Ally Burch with 

Notesong Thompson & Liz 

Stattelman-Scanlan 
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masks.  Sports are back with athletes wearing masks when they practice 

and compete with the strong support of Athletic Association and parents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

In February of 2022, "the little school with a big heart" will begin its 116th 
year. Nourished and nurtured by alumni and new friends alike, she has 

welcomed thousands of students from many cultures, races, and faith; has 
given them a strong foundation in their Catholic faith; has prepared them 
well for high school and beyond by instilling values that will make them good 

citizens of Madison and the world. The love and friendship experienced here 
is what keeps her "forever in our hearts". 
 

We hope you have enjoyed the Photos, Histories and Videos that have been 

prepared in the year 2021 to document the story of St. James School. 

 

Footnote: 

If you have pictures or stories that you would like to share, please contact 

us by sending an email to bmoschkau@stjamesschool.org 

Click on links below.   This is the first of 11 monthly celebrations 

 of St. James School 

https://www.thegoodshepherdmadison.org/history---january 

Check out our School’s Website:  https://www.stjamesschool.org 

mailto:bmoschkau@stjamesschool.org
https://www.thegoodshepherdmadison.org/history---january
https://www.stjamesschool.org/
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