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Two Chapters of St. James History 
 

• Chapter One-History of the Christmas Programs at St. James 
School 

• Chapter Two-History of Three Charter Families of St. James 

School/Parish 
 
One of the most anticipated events each year at St. James School is the 

ever-popular Christmas program.  It is a time when the children are filled 
with the excitement of St. Nick, Christmas trees and presents.  The 
Christmas program embraces this and stresses the  

true message of the Christmas Program telling the story of the birth of our 
Savior in a unique way each year for our children and the entire St. James 
community.  

 
There has always been a Christmas 
Program.  The early ones were 

presented/performed in the 
Auditorium.  Beginning in 1994 and 
the arrival of Shirley Robinson as 

Music Teacher at St. James, the 
Christmas Program became a much 
larger celebration.  The scope of the 

performance and number of families 
and parishioners that wanted to see 
the performance required a larger 

space than the Auditorium.  Since 
1994, the Christmas Programs have all been performed in St. James Church. 
This tradition continues to this day and is a favorite for alumni to attend. 

 
The 8th graders have had the biggest part in the program.  The process 
usually began in October.  Students would make suggestions.  There would 

be a lot of discussion and give and take before the 8th graders agreed on the 
theme. Developing the negotiating skills that the 8th graders needed to 

accomplish was part of Shirley Robinson’s goal in this 

music program. After deciding on the theme, the students 
would write a play that helped tell a story and they would 
connect their story to the story of the Nativity.  The play 

would require real creativity and problem-solving skills on 
the part of the 8th Graders.  The story always led to the 
enactment of Nativity.  The Gospel according to St. Luke 

was read while the 8th graders enacted the story of 
Christmas.  An angel would deliver baby Jesus to Mary and 

Christmas Program 1960--Choir:  Marilyn 
Forrer, Judy Wimmer, Susan Esch, Linda 
Coyle, Barbara Hoffman, Ann Marie Lee, 

Linda Endres, Nancy Rapp, and Kathy 
Eckstein as Mary 

Christmas 2018 
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Joseph, the shepherds would come to honor the baby and the Magi would 
bring their gifts.   

 
Interspersed with the story, the audience loved to see and hear our young 
students perform.  Both Shirley and Linda had a gift choosing songs and 

hymns plus adding costumes and gestures that added chuckles and tears for 
their performances.  This included the 3- 
and 4-year-olds through 7th graders. 

Costumes and scenery added to the 
energy and excitement for both the 
children and the audience.  Students and 

parents of the 8th graders were great at 
creating and making the costumes and 
scenery.  

  
The roles of Mary and Joseph, as you might imagine, 
were highly coveted roles.  Shirley Robinson changed 

the process of their selection by placing students' names 
in a hat and them randomly drawing for the part of 
Joseph and Mary. The other 8th Graders would fill the 

other roles of shepherds, angels, the innkeeper, and the 
readers of the Gospel story of Christ’s birth.  There is a 
cute retelling of how this practice came to be in the 

YouTube video listed below (about 7:00 minutes into the 
video).  The video is of Shirley Robinson and Linda 
Krueger about the Christmas Programs that they have 

directed. https://youtu.be/y_51ESaJ70I 
   
 

By the end of the Nativity, all of the 8th graders would 
be in the sanctuary, and it was time for the finale.  A special ritual w 
as added to the program and has become a highly anticipated part of the 

Finale. The ritual begins with the invitation to all alumni in the audience to 
come forward to the sanctuary and to sing “Peace, Peace, Peace”.  In the 
second verse, the alumni would sing “Silent Night” while the students and 

staff sang “Peace, Peace, Peace”.  It was and is a powerful song that often 
brings tears to many eyes. 
“Peace, Peace, Peace on earth  

And good will to all. 
This is a time for Love. 
This is a time for Joy. 

Now let us all sing together 
Peace, Peace and Peace on earth” 

1990 Nativity: 
Baby Jesus:  Antonia 
Eshun, Mary:  Liz  
Sexton, Joseph:  Chad 
Bauhs 

Wizard of Oz Theme 

2018 Christmas 

https://youtu.be/y_51ESaJ70I
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Below is a YouTube link to the Video of 2021 Christmas Program: 
 

https://youtu.be/3novWsUTHvE 
 

 

 
 
 

Christmas 2014 

1992 Christmas 

2013 Christmas 

https://youtu.be/3novWsUTHvE
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Part Two:  History of Three Charter Families of St. James 
 

The McKinley-Kleinheinz Families 
The 
Kleinheinz 

Family were 
charter 
members of 

St. James 
Parish. Bruno 
and Philo-

mena were 
great-grand- 
parents of 

John, Sharon (Betlach), Dennis, and Gary McKinley.  
     Bruno and Philomena had 4 boys: Walter, George, William, and Tony.  In 
the picture are: 1st Row-Lucy Kleinheinz (wife of George and grandmother of 

John, Sharon, Dennis and Gary), Baby-Ray-son of George and Lucy, 
Philomena, Bruno, Maude (wife of Tony); 2nd 
Row- Walter, George, William and Tony. All 4 

sons attended St. James School. 
 
George and Lucy had 5 children:  Ray, Agnes, 

Rose, Victor and adopted son, Pat. They all 
attended St. James School    
 

        Agnes 
(Kleinheinz) married 
Jack McKinley.  They had four children:  John, 

Sharon (Betlach), Dennis and Gary.  Jack was the 
parishioner who made the motion to build a new 
school in 1958. 

     
The picture on 
the right is the 

5th generation 
of Kleinheinz/ 
McKinley 

families: Left-
Front to Back: 
Pat, Deb 

McKinley, Tom Betlach, Center-LuAnn 
McKinley with a baby, Right-front to back: Christine McKinley, no name, 
Mike Betlach, , no name. The named people went to St. James School.  
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The Grosse Family 
 

Presently, there are 13 St. James students who are great-great 
grandchildren of Isadore and Anna Grosse.  Five generations of the Grosse 
Family have been strongly connected to and/or attended to St. James 

School.   Isadore and Anna Grosse were the parents of James, Marguerite, 
Arthur, and Jeanette.  These four children of Isadore and Anna were all 
graduates of St. James. 

 
Arthur married Adeline and 
had three sons, Jim, Bill, and 

Rick. Arthur and Adeline were 
strong supporters of St. James 
and Catholic education.  They 

volunteered many hours to the 
parish and school.   Jim, Bill, 
and Rick all graduated from 

St. James School and 
Edgewood High School.   

 

 Rick and his 
wife, Karen, 
have given 

incredible 
amounts of 
their time and 

resources to 
St. James 
School. Their 

four children: Adam, Jason, Ali, and Megan 
graduated from St.  James School in the 2000s.  These 4 Grosses learned 
the lesson of giving of their time and talents so well from their parents.   

Their service and leadership in so many parts of St. James School and Good 
Shepherd including  
Athletics, Spartan 

Stampede, 
Pfeffernuesse, Fall 
Festival, Spring 

Auction and more 
make a   powerful 
statement about the 

character of the 
Grosse Family.   The 
strength of the 

Adeline and Arthur 
Grosse 

Rick, Jim, and Bill Grosse 

Jason, Megan, Ali & Adam Karen and Rick Grosse 
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Grosse clan continues with Rick and Karen’s grandchildren: Ava, Gabby, 
Amber, Barret, Zach, Wes, Elka, Lucia, Hailey, Ethan, Ila, Arthur and Violet   

All 13 of Rick and Karen’s grandchildren have either graduated from St. 
James or presently are attending St. James School.  
 

The Blankenheim/Wagner/Endres/Russell/Marshall Family 
 
Carol Russell-Marshall and Jack (Reven) Marshall 

have been life-long members of St. James Parish.  
They attended St. James School and graduated in 
1954.  Both Carol’s and Jack’s families have long 

family history in St. James School and Parish with 5 
generations being a part of the parish and 4 
generations attending the school. 

 
Carol’s grandparents were Catherine and Francis 
Endres.  .      

 
One of their 
daughters, Mary 

Endres married 
Robert Russell.  
Mary and Robert 

had 4 children:  Carol, Jim, Kathy, and 
LuAnn.  Carol was the oldest.  Carol and 
2 of her siblings, Jim and Kathy 

graduated from St. James School.   
 
Jack’s 

family 
with strong St. James connection includes 

Blankenheims,  
Wagners, and 
Marshalls.  Jack’s 
great-grandparents 

were Henry and 
Catherine 
(Pulvermacher) 

Blankeheim. Henry and Catherine had a large 
family.  One of their daughters was Rosalia 
(Blankenheim); she was Jack’s grandmother.  

Rosalia and her siblings attended St. James School. 
 

Francis and Catherine 
Endres 

Rosalia and John Wagner 
with Wedding attendants 

Robert and Mary (Endres) Russell 

Rosalia 

Henry and 
Catherine 
Blankenheim 
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Rosalia married John P. Wagner.  
Rosalia and John were Jack’s 

grandparents.  They had 4 
children:  James, Catherine, 
Elmyra & LaVina.  Jack’s mother 

was LaVina Wagner. All 4 children 
were students at St. James 
School.   

 
 
La Vina (Jack’s mother) 

married Reven 
Marshall.  They had 4 children:  Maxine, 
Jack, James, and Carolyn.  They all 

attended St. James School. Reven was a 
generous man sharing his time and skills in 
doing much of the electrical work for the 

school and church over many years.    
  

Carol married Jack 

Marshall.  Both Carol 
and Jack graduated from St. James School in 1954. All 
who know 

Carol, know 
of the 
leadership 

and artistic 
ability she 
brings to the 

innumerable 
jobs and 
projects she 

has 
completed for St. James School and Parish.  Jack and 

Carol had 6 children:  John, Mary, 

Jim, Michelle, Jeff, and Joel.  All of 
their children attended St. James 
School.  Pfefferneusse fans can 

thank the Marshall family.  Every 
year, all of the clan come and roll 
cookies. Jim has given a tremen-

dous amount of his time and talent 
on carpentry projects at St. James 

1st Row-Rosalia, Jim, John 
Wagner 2nd Row-Elmyra, 

Catherine, LaVina 
 

Reven and LaVina Marshall 

Mary, Michelle, Jeff, Carol, Joel, Jack, Jim, John 

Carol Russell Marshall 
and Jack (Reven) 

Marshall 
 

James, Maxine, Carolyn, Reven, Jack 

La Vina Wagner-
Marshall-1st 
Communion 1927 
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School, especially during the $200,000 remodeling of the school in 2018.   
 

Jim is also the parent of two St. James alum-
Kate and Ashley Marshall.   
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
We are grateful to these families who built and helped guide St. James 

School through the decades and to their descendents who continue to 
lovingly devote their time, talent, and money to its continued success. 
 

This History document is the last of 12 Histories written to celebrate the 
115th years of St. James School in Madison Wisconsin.  In writing each of 
these Histories, we hopefully captured the incredible determination of the 

early decades to build, support and nurture their children with a strong 
Catholic education.  Now, we are benefitting from such a strong foundation 
that continues to be nourished for the future by dedicated staff, families, 

parishioners, students, and our Alumni. 
 
 

You can view previous Histories, Photo Galleries and Videos from the tab 
titled St. James School 115th Celebration on the Good Shepherd Parish 
website:  https://www.thegoodshepherdmadison.org. 

 
 

 

 

Kate, Jim, and Ashley Marshall 

The Marshall Family and 
growing. 

Old School 1906-1958 New School 1959 to present 

https://www.thegoodshepherdmadison.org/

