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St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
Jan. 19, 2022 
 
Attendees: 
Fr. Ray Powell 
Duane Baumert, Guest 
Eileen Connelly 
Jim Gold 
Warren Hunt 
Pete Kilmartin 
Jeff Kirk 
Dennis Preston 
 
Absent:  
Linda Best 
 
Meeting Notes 
 
Fr. Ray opened the meeting with prayer. He introduced the two newest members of the Parish 
Pastoral Council, Eileen Connelly and Pete Kilmartin. 
 
Duane Baumert, Chair of the Finance Council, presented an overview of some of the financial 
areas. He provided a handout (attached) that showed the comparison of offertory income for 
three periods, 2018-2019, 2020-2021, and 2021-2022 (up through Dec. 2021). He highlighted 
how the offertory has risen on a fiscal year basis and how the parish responded to a request for 
increased support in Nov. 2020. He also said that online donations have grown from $16,000-
$18,000 per month in the 2018-2091 period to about $30,000 per month currently. Duane also 
reviewed the spreadsheet of reserve accounts for the parish. 
 
Fr. Ray noted that Mass attendance, which was averaging 1400-1500 people per weekend pre-
Covid had dropped to about 80% of that level, or 1100-1200 per weekend. In response to a 
question, Fr, Ray said that St. Thomas has 893 registered families (although many do not 
register) with an average family size of 2.  
 
Fr. Ray then presented a list of planned and prospective parish projects. A number of the 
projects have been decided and are awaiting materials or labor availability to complete. Other 
projects will be prioritized by staff and this list will be returned to the Parish Pastoral Council for 
review.  
 
In response to a question about how data about prospective growth of the parish as well as 
parishioners’ interests is being gathered, Fr. Ray said that the parish data is poor. He is 
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interested in gathering data from the surrounding community (e.g., Tellico Village, Loudon, and 
Lenoir City) to assist in projections but is finding such data difficult to find.  
 
Fr. Ray briefly outlined the plans for the upcoming Synod Town Halls and mentioned that we 
had a volunteer team to assist with it. 
 
Finally, there was a brief discussion about the need to identify a council president and 
secretary. The group suggested that this be done when all the members were in attendance. 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council was set for Wednesday, March 16 at 6:30 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Warren Hunt 
Acting Secretary 


