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St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
April 20, 2022 
6:30 PM 
Deacon Jose Room 
 
Attendees: 
Fr. Ray Powell 
Duane Baumert, Guest 
Linda Best, Chair 
Eileen Connolly 
Jim Gold 
Warren Hunt, Secretary 
Pete Kilmartin 
Jeff Kirk 
 
Absent: 
Dennis Preston 
 
Minutes 
 

1. Opening Prayer  
  Fr. Ray opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 
2. Review and approval of March 16, 2022 Minutes 

  The minutes from the prior meeting were approved with a motion by Jim Gold, seconded by 
Pete Kilmartin. 

 
3. Bylaws: Roles and responsibilities; Establishing a mechanism for disseminating 

information about the work of the Council 
  Linda reviewed the roles of the Chair and Secretary according to the Council Bylaws. Linda will 
be the primary interface with Fr. Ray and develop meeting agendas. Warren will disseminate 
information to the Council so that it consistently comes from one source.  
  Linda noted that there were a number of outdated items on the parish website under the 
Parish Council tab. These will be taken down and corrections added as they become available. 
  Linda highlighted the possibility of forming committees as described in the Bylaws, and 
highlighted how this can be a mechanism for accomplishing work between meetings. Further 
discussion of this topic will be held at a future meeting. 
  The group also discussed how the work of the Council should be disseminated. In the past 
minutes were posted either physically or online. The group did not see that as the best method. 
Perhaps providing a condensed version via Flocknote is one option. The group agreed that it is 
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important to communicate key outputs of the Council’s work. This topic will be discussed again 
at a future meeting. 
 

4. Assess the need for a survey to support the work of the Council 
  Linda provided her vision of how the Council should have data to help inform our advice and 
recommendations, and described the concept of a data collection and maintenance activity. 
She then suggested the idea that the Council might launch a survey to support the work of the 
Council, and asked the Council members for their ideas on areas where a survey or other data 
collection method could be useful. A number of areas were mentioned, including: 

• A general survey of what is working well, what is not working, and what is missing 

• Volunteer recruitment needs 

• Hispanic/Anglo bridge 

• Asking parish organizations about their needs 

• A “building” survey 

• Communications 

• Service areas and needs 

• A staff survey to assess their needs 
  Linda will review the inputs and provide a suggested list for further discussion at the next 
meeting. 
 

5. Request for select STA summary data from the recent Synod to inform the work of the 
Council, including discussion about a survey  

  The complete results of the survey for the Synod process as well as the one-page summary 
submitted by St. Thomas to the diocese were distributed. The Council recognized this as a 
valuable input to our data collection and maintenance efforts. All members were asked to 
review the survey and send any insights to Linda.  
 

6. Communication Technologies Initiative - Review findings of recent survey and next steps  
  Warren briefly reviewed the background and progress in understanding the staff and parish 
needs related to technology use for communications. A short parish survey has over 250 
responses and a Spanish version will be deployed on April 23 to capture inputs specifically from 
that community. Survey results will be shared with Fr. Ray and next steps, including 
mechanisms for providing support to parishioners in need of technology assistance, discussed. 
This will provide another component of data that should be useful for the Council’s work. 
 

7. Invitation for Council members to attend a Parish Tour  
  Eileen mentioned that she leads a tour of the parish on roughly a monthly basis, and invited 
the Council members to take advantage of it. The next tour is April 27 at 11 AM. 
 

8. Other business 
  Duane briefly reviewed some progress on the parish projects list discussed at the last meeting. 
The parking lot has been approved. A bush hog /tractor has been purchased.  
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  Duane mentioned that through the 3rd Q that offertory is $60K ahead of plan and expenses are 
on plan. 
  Fr. Ray said that he would like to get a photo of the Council and also introduce and bless us at 
an upcoming 9 AM Sunday Mass. Warren will work on finding a suitable date for this with the 
Council members. 
 

9. Set the meeting date and time for May  
  The next Council meeting for was set for Wednesday, May 11 at 6:30 PM. Earlier in the 
meeting, the Council agreed that it would work through the summer.  
 

10. Closing Prayer  
  Fr. Ray offered the closing prayer and blessing. 


