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St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
July 20, 2022 
6:30 PM 
Deacon Jose Room 
 
Attendees: 
Fr. Ray Powell  Linda Best, Chair   
Eileen Connolly Warren Hunt, Secretary 
Jim Gold  Pete Kilmartin 
Jeff Kirk  Dennis Preston 
Seminarian Michael Willey 
 
Minutes 
 

1. Opening Prayer 
  Fr. Ray offered the opening prayer 
  

2. Review and approval of June 15th Minutes 
  The June 15, 2022 minutes were approved as written. 
  

3. Status of Council information on website  
a. Remaining bio sketch needed 

  The last bio sketch has been received and they will be posted on the parish website after final editing. 
 

b. Status of bylaws for posting 
There was some confusion about which set of bylaws was the correct one for the committee. This has now 
been resolved. 
  

4. Council mission and vision finalization (see June 15, 2022 minutes for draft statements) 

  The draft vision and mission statements were briefly reviewed. Regarding the vision statement, the question 
was raised as to whether it should be limited to referencing only the people of Loudon County, especially since 
many parishioners are from outside Loudon County. Fr. Ray  and Michael clarified that St. Thomas is 
canonically responsible for all of the souls in Loudon County, but certainly serves all parishioners whether they 
live in Loudon County or not. For the mission statement, including an addition related to planning for the 
future was suggested. Fr. Ray will take on the review of the vision and mission as an action item.  

 
5. Council committees 

a. Update from Communications Committee  
  Warren reviewed a Council Communications Plan which has the objective of providing regular, two-way 
communications of Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) information and gathering parishioner inputs using a diversity 
of channels and messengers to enhance awareness. The plan is attached to these minutes. There was 
discussion about the sequencing and timing of surveys and town hall meetings that will need to be resolved. 
Including ways for parishioners to be able to provide input to the PPC, in addition to the town hall meetings, 
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was also noted as important. A detailed plan for near term communications will be developed and shared with 
Council members.  
 

b. Data Committee’s plan for gathering data on demographics 
  Jeff shared his plans for gathering demographic data for the parish over the last 5-6 years. Categories for this 
data were: 

• Number of parishioners 

• Mass attendance 

• Number of students in religious education 

• Income 

• Expenses 

• Maintenance expenses 
In addition, he has contacted local communities including Lenoir City, Loudon County, and Monroe County to 
gather growth data. Jeff requested assistance from someone for presenting the data in spreadsheets and 
graphs. 
 

c. Discussion and resolution about a short-term ad hoc Committee for Volunteer Recruitment 
  Linda began discussion on this item by stating that the plan was to have an ad hoc committee that would 
plan a Ministry Fair. Eileen has volunteered to lead the ad hoc committee. As a first step, she is seeking to 
develop a complete list of parish ministries. One list that is provided by the Welcoming Committee does not 
match with the ministries listed on the parish website or in the bulletin, so developing the “complete” list is a 
first task. This would be followed by developing a ministries questionnaire.  After these steps are completed, 
planning for a ministry fair could begin.  
 

d. Discussion for getting Infrastructure Committee underway  
  Jim shared an initial version of an outline for the Campus Facilities and Infrastructure Committee, included 
with these minutes as an attachment. The Council thought that it was on target. 
 

e. Update on Evangelization and Education  
  Linda relayed that the Education and Evangelization area will be on hold for now. 
 

6. Hispanic involvement in PPC 
  Linda noted the continuing desire for Hispanic engagement and proposed an alternative approach. 
Specifically, she suggested inviting guests to the Council meeting who could share their perspective on the 
Hispanic community and its needs. A number of possible names were mentioned. The Council members are 
asked to provide their suggestions to Linda. Further discussion will be planned for the next Council meeting. 

 
7. Next meeting: August 17, 2022 at 6:30 PM 

   The next Council meeting date and time were confirmed. 
 

8. Closing Prayer 

  Seminarian Michael Willey offered the closing prayer.  
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Parish Pastoral Council 
Communications Committee 
Council Communications Plan 
(June 29, 2022 draft) 
 
Objective: Provide regular, two-way communications of Parish Pastoral Council 
(PPC) information and gather parishioner inputs using a diversity of channels and 
messengers to enhance awareness. 
  
 
Proposed approaches: 
 

1. Website: the St. Thomas the Apostle website (www.sthomaslc.com) provides a readily accessible and 
stable location for communicating PPC information. The current Parish Council section under the Parish 
Life section includes information about the PPC members as well as the PPC bylaws. Expansion of this 
area could include a repository for PPC meeting minutes as well as key supporting documents. 

 
2. Flocknote and Bulletin: These channels will be used to provide summaries of PPC meetings (perhaps in 

a “Parish Pastoral Council” section of the bulletin and through a specific Parish Pastoral Council 
Flocknote group) on a roughly monthly basis. They will also be used to communicate opportunities for 
parishioners to provide input, either through surveys or in-person events.  

 
3. Surveys: Working with the Data Development Committee, the Communications Committee will assist 

in the dissemination of surveys to parish groups through Flocknote and the website.  
 

4. Town Hall meetings: A roughly quarterly open meeting at the parish, alternating between the time 
frame between Sunday Masses and during the evening, will provide opportunity for parishioners to 
receive a briefing on important PPC information as well as provide input.  
 

5. Pre-Mass presentations: A PPC member will address the parishioners at all Masses on a quarterly basis, 
probably in between Town Hall meetings. The purpose would be to share key PPC information and 
highlight upcoming opportunities for parishioner input.  
 

6. Recorded video summaries: Fr. Ray and PPC members can record presentations on topics of relevance 
to the parish but which might take longer to discuss than available during the pre-Mass time period. 
These videos can reside on the parish website and YouTube page for viewing by parishioners.  

 

http://www.sthomaslc.com/

