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St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
November 9, 2022 
6:30 PM 
Deacon Jose Room 
 
Attendees: 
Fr. Ray Powell  Linda Best, Chair   
Eileen Connolly Warren Hunt, Secretary 
Jim Gold  Dennis Preston 
Jeff Kirk  Duane Baumert, Guest 
 
Absent: 
Pete Kilmartin 
 
Minutes 
 

1. Opening Prayer 

  Fr. Ray offered the opening prayer 
 

2. Review and approval of September 14, 2022 Minutes and review of Parish Pastoral Council 
Action Items Summary List  

  The prior meeting minutes were unanimously approved. The Action Items Summary List was reviewed and 
updated. A question arose as to whether the plan for renewal of the PPC membership per the Bylaws should 
be included in the list as a placeholder for the future. Discussion about the timing of the terms of current 
members was held. 
ACTION ITEM: Linda to review and develop a proposed plan. 

 

3. Debriefings 
a. Oct. 12 Parish Town Hall meeting 

  The Council members and Fr. Ray provided their input on the first Parish Town Hall meeting that covered the 
topic of “Parish Projects.”  While attendance was less than hoped for, around 40 people, and there was no 
representation from the Hispanic community, the group agreed that it was a comprehensive presentation 
that provided the opportunity for parishioners to learn more. More time would have been desirable for Q&A, 
and there were unanswered questions. It was agreed that these would be answered via a FAQ-type approach 
and posted on the PPC area of the parish website with follow-up communications alerting people to the 
posting. Consideration of another day and time may also be helpful in increasing attendance. 
ACTION ITEM: Warren to prepare FAQs on the Parish Town Hall questions and share with Fr. Ray and the 
Council before posting. 
 

b. Nov. 5-6 Ministry Fair 
  Eileen and Linda provided a summary of the Ministry Fair as well as perspectives on what went right, what 
went wrong, and some notes on the process that are captured in the attachments. Other attendees 
commented on the great participation, especially after Fr. Ray’s encouragement at the Sunday Masses, and 



2 
 

the atmosphere of camaraderie and community that existed. This event resulted in better-than-expected 
results in terms of sign-ups for ministries and, in addition, created a beneficial awareness of the extent of 
ministries at St. Thomas. Wide-ranging discussion addressed topics such a volunteer training session, a 
ministry leaders training session for attracting volunteers, and ongoing communications to maintain 
awareness of the ministry activities and needs. As a first step, it was agreed that a follow-up communication 
to the ministry leads was needed. 
ACTION ITEM: Linda to draft a follow-up Flocknote to the ministry leaders and share it with the Council 
members for input.  
 

4. Finance Report  
  Duane Baumert presented an update of some of the financial area for the parish, summarizing the 
information provided in the attachments. Offertory growth has been good with a 9% growth in the 2021-2022 
fiscal year and about 3% so far through the first quarter of the 2022-2023 fiscal year. He noted that while the 
current deficit at the end of the first quarter is primarily due to timing issues, inflation-related expenses are 
impacting the budget. Duane will be making a presentation to the parish in November in which he will thank 
the parishioners for their support and note these factors in requesting their continued support.   
 

5. Committees 
a. Conclusion of ad hoc committee for Ministry Fair 

  With the completion of the Parish Ministry Fair, the work of the ad hoc committee that had been formed 
was complete and that committee was disbanded. There was discussion about the need for continuing 
support for parish ministries and particularly their volunteer needs. 
ACTION ITEM: Linda will develop a proposal and share it with the Council at the next meeting.  
 

b. Comments from committee chairs 

Warren briefly discussed a plan for the next Parish Town Hall meeting which would cover the topic of 
“Finances” and feature Duane Baumert as chair of the Finance Council and Fr. Ray in a “tag team” 
presentation. To address concerns about the timing of the meeting, it was proposed that it be held on a 
Sunday afternoon. 
ACTION ITEM: Warren will work with Fr. Ray and Duane to identify possible dates. 
 
Jim reported that he had received input on the charter for the Campus Facilities and Infrastructure Committee 
from Fr. Ray and that he had a new charter for the Council to review. It is included with these minutes. The 
goal would be to review and approve it at the next meeting. He also asked if there were any “model parishes” 
in terms of their approach to infrastructure management that his committee could learn from. Fr. Ray will put 
identifying some parishes on his list. 
ACTION ITEM: Council members to review the revised charter and provide any comments to Jim. 
ACTION ITEM: Fr. Ray to identify “model parishes” and share information with Jim. 
 

6. Next meeting 

The next meeting was set for Wednesday, January 18, 2023 at 6:30 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Warren Hunt 
Secretary 
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  Team: St Thomas the Apostle, Campus Facilities & Infrastructure 
 
Purpose: Provide consultation and/or oversight support to the Pastor and Parish Council in 
efforts related to the betterment of the Parish Campus Facilities and Infrastructure. 
In a way that: 

• Includes Campus Master Planning, 

• Supports staff with stewardship for Facilities and Infrastructure Programs and 
Projects (i.e., Project or Program Management), 

• Results in Reliable Operation of Facilities and Infrastructure, 

• Considers Facilities Best Practices and Procedures for Infrastructure Maintenance, 
Operation, and Projects, 

So that through providing support to the Pastor in formulating programs and policies with 
Parish Facilities and Infrastructure, both ongoing operations and future Facilities 
improvements will result in safe, predictable, and reliable projects and programs delivered 
compliantly, effectively, and efficiently, all while staying mindful of our parish ministry goals 
and mission. 
 
Scope: Campus Facilities and Infrastructure including but not limited to Church, Parish Family 
Life Center, Rectory, and Garage.   
 
Membership: Joe Piscitello (Leader) 
   Randy Tarpley 

Dennis Preston 
Jim Gold (Parish Council Focal Point) 

    
Desired Results or Objectives:  As requested by the Pastor, provide consultation and oversight 
to support including, but not limited to, the following: Parish Long Term Planning, Project 
Oversight for Large Campus Projects and Programs, Predictive and Preventive Maintenance 
processes to avoid system failures, and   Maintenance Service Contracts for all critical systems.      
 
Supporting Resources: Pastor, Parish Council, Parish Finance Team, Business Manager, Office 
Staff, Campus Operations 
 
Reporting Plan will be on an as needed basis. 
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Deliverables:  Consultation on as needed basis in support of issues which may surface at 
various times throughout the year.  An action list of activities underway will be monitored and 
reported to the Pastor and Pastoral Council on a monthly frequency. 
 
 

 


