
MASS TIMES
Saturday Vigil

5:00pm
Sunday 
9:00am

12:00 Noon
Daily Mass

 12:10pm Tuesday-Friday
Holy Days

 12 noon, 7:00pm
Confession

Saturday at 4:15pm 
All other times are by appointment only.

Please call (757) 876-0554 or email frjimcurran@gmail.com

BASILICA OF ST. MARY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
 

Mission Statement
The Basilica of St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception is the only African-American

Basilica in the United States and the cornerstone of Catholicism in Tidewater. Our
mission is to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all people, regardless of race, language
or culture. Nourished by the Eucharist, we seek to accomplish this by drawing on our rich

African-American heritage of Spirit-filled worship, Christ-centered service, and
fellowship that recalls our common Father. This is our call. This is our mission.

A Cornerstone of Catholic Faith
FOUNDED IN 1791                                               ERECTED IN 1858                                  BECAME A MINOR BASILICA IN 1991

Fr. James Curran, Rector



Today’s Gospel describes the beginning of Jesus’ public
ministry. In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke
(called the Synoptic Gospels), Jesus’ public ministry
begins after his baptism by John the Baptist and after his
retreat to the desert where he was tempted by the devil.
When Jesus returns from the desert, he hears that John
has been arrested.
The first part of today’s Gospel places Jesus’ ministry in
the context of the writings of the prophet, Isaiah.
Matthew wants to show that Jesus is the fulfillment of the
prophecies given to the people of Israel, and he refers to
Isaiah to do so. Isaiah says that the Messiah will begin his
ministry in Galilee, the land of the Gentiles. When Jesus
begins to preach in Galilee, Matthew points to his ministry
as a fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy, proof that Jesus is
the Messiah.
When Jesus called his first disciples, the Gospel tells us
that the fishermen (Peter and Andrew, James and John)
dropped everything to follow Jesus immediately. Yet this
Gospel tells us little about the prior experience that the
fishermen had of Jesus. Did they know him? Had they
heard him preach? What kind of person must Jesus have
been to invoke such a response? We can imagine that
Jesus was a powerful presence to elicit a response as
immediate and complete as these first disciples gave.
The Gospel concludes with a description of the ministry
that Jesus begins in Galilee. Jesus inaugurates the
Kingdom of God with his work. He teaches in the
synagogue and preaches the kingdom. His ability to cure
people’s diseases and illness is a sign of the kingdom. In
Jesus’ ministry, we already begin to see the Kingdom of
God among us.

 

Diving Deeper into the Gospel

Weekly Readings
23 Mon USA: Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children  
 white or violet [USA: Saint Vincent, Deacon and Martyr; USA: Saint
Marianne Cope, Virgin]5 Heb 9:15, 24-28/Mk 3:22-30 (317) or, for the
Day of Prayer, any readings from the Mass, “For Giving Thanks to God for
the Gift of Human Life” (Lectionary for Mass Supplement, 947A-947E), or
the Mass “For Justice and Peace” (887-891) 
24 Tue Saint Francis de Sales, Bishop and Doctor of the Church white
Memorial Heb 10:1-10/Mk 3:31-35 (318) 
25 Wed The Conversion of Saint Paul the Apostle white Feast 
Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Mk 16:15-18 (519) Pss Prop
 

26 Thu Saints Timothy and Titus, Bishops white Memorial 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Tit
1:1-5 (520)/Mk 4:21-25 (320) 
27 Fri Weekday green/white [Saint Angela Merici, Virgin] Heb 10:32-
39/Mk 4:26-34 (321) 
28 Sat Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor of the Church white
Memorial Heb 11:1-2, 8-19/Mk 4:35-41 (322) 
29 SUN FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME green Zep 2:3; 3:12-
13/1 Cor 1:26-31/Mt 5:1-12a (70) Pss IV
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“Lord, hear our prayer”
 

           For all who are ill: that they may trust the
        Lord as their refuge and strength especially  

                Mary Ann Miller, Betty Davis, Audrey Plaskett, 
  Helen Cooper Young, Daisy Lee, Lydia Adams, 

Dana Gray ,Helen Kidwell,  David Jackson, 
Deborah Jackson, Betty Robinson, Michelle Maull, 

Arnell Elliott- We pray to the Lord
 

For those who have died: 
may they know the peace and joy of God’s 

love through all eternity - We pray to the Lord
 

        TO BE ADDED TO OUR PRAYERS, PLEASE CONTACT THE
PARISH OFFICE

Family Connection
Today’s Gospel tells us little about the background of these
fishermen, their work, and their families. In today’s Gospel,
we are simply told that James and John left their father,
Zebedee, in the boat and followed Jesus.
Some details about the families of these first followers of
Jesus are found later in Matthew’s Gospel, however. In
Matthew 8:14-15 for example, Jesus goes to the home of
Peter and heals his mother-in-law of a fever. Matthew
20:20-28 relates how the mother of the sons of Zebedee
(James and John) approaches Jesus with the request that
her sons be given places of honor in Jesus’ kingdom. These
brief references suggest that the first disciples’ separation
from their families may not have been as complete as the
verses in today’s Gospel might lead us to believe. Matthew
points out the separation because he wants to show that
Christian discipleship can require a change in our lives and
even our family relationships.
Perhaps the message for us today is to balance the radical
call to be a follower of Jesus with the challenge to be
“fishers of men” even within our own families. Creating this
balance may require that we change some of the priorities
of our own family life.
As a family, detail the activities of a typical day. Discuss
together what priorities are reflected in this daily schedule.
How does your family respond when your daily plans are
interrupted or must be changed? Together read today’s
Gospel, Matthew 4:12-23. Reflect together on the example
of the first disciples who dropped everything to follow
Jesus. Ask: Does our family schedule give evidence that we
put God first in our family life? What might we do to better
reflect that God is our priority?
Pray together that your family will always give evidence
that God comes first in your family life. Pray today’s Psalm
or the Lord’s Prayer. © 2023 Loyola Press.

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew8.htm#v14
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew20.htm#v20
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                                The Prayer Group would like to 
                                invite you to join them in prayer & 
                               Scripture reading every Tuesday 
                               evening from 6 -8PM. Since COVID 
                             we have been meeting via telephone.

Our prayer line number is: 267-807-9601. After you enter
this number you will be asked to enter an Access Code.
The Access Code number is: 530 694 365#. 
Do not forget to add the # at the end.

We look forward to praying with you and for you, and
we welcome you to join us. If you have any questions,
call Sandra Jarvis at 757-589-3797.

Telephone Ministry Volunteers Needed
All parishioners interested in joining the Telephone
Ministry, please call Alma Brown @ 757-488-5801
or Lois Brown @ 757-412-5677. 

Our mission is to inform all parishioners of general
communications and upcoming events at the
Basilica of Saint Mary.

 African American Family Prayer
God of Mercy and Love we place our African
American Families before You today. May we be
proud of our history and never forget those who paid
a great price for our liberation. Bless us one by one
and keep our hearts and minds fixed on higher
ground. Help us to live for you and not for ourselves,
and may we cherish and proclaim the gift of life.
Bless our parents, guardians and grandparents,
relatives and friends. Give us the amazing grace to
be the salt of the earth and the light of the world.
Help us, as Your children, to live in such a way that
the beauty and greatness of authentic love is
reflected in all that we say and do. Give a healing
anointing to those less fortunate, especially the
motherless, the fatherless, the broken, the sick and
the lonely. Bless our departed family members and
friends. May they be led into the light of Your
dwelling place where we will never grow old, where
we will share the fullness of redemption and shout the
victory for all eternity. This we ask in the Precious
Name of Jesus, our Savior and Blessed Assurance.
Amen. Holy Mary, Mother of Our Families, pray for
us.Prayer composed by FR. JIM GOODE, OFM, who in
1989 founded this National 

Basilica of Saint Mary 

NEW Mailing Address
Please send all correspondence to the

following address: 
1000 City Hall Ave 
Norfolk, VA 23504

Helping Children Develop Their Gifts
Here are four things you can do to help your child discover

and develop his or her special, God-given gifts:
1. Expose children to a range of stimuli and experiences.

Read books, play music, provide art supplies, and surround
them with toys that combine fun with a challenge.

2. Be alert for special interests.
Most child-development experts say that the “globally gifted”

child is largely a myth. Some children will show an intense
interest in one or two areas—music, art, math, writing, or

other fields. This can indicate a special talent.
3. Challenge—but be realistic.

Children develop their skills when adults set high standards,
but they can be demoralized by unrealistic expectations. It’s

important to strike a balance.
4. Pray for your child’s development.

Prayer helps keep things in perspective. God is present in
your family and in your child’s life. It’s not all up to you.

© 2023 Loyola Press.

Service Members  of Our Parish
 

         We pray for members of our parish who are serving
overseas, as well as their families.

 

       SPC Kevyn L. Sears is now stationed in the Middle East.
Please keep him in your prayers.

 

If you would like to add or remove a name from this  list
contact us at: office@bsmic.org

BSM Finance Column - Thank you for your
generosity! 



                       Homeless Ministry
                                 The City of Norfolk now hosts        
                                 a shelter for our homeless    
                                 sisters and brothers. It is 
located on Tidewater Drive in Norfolk VA. There is
still a great need for donations. Below is a list of
items needed to care for our homeless family
members. 

Donations can be dropped-off before and after
each Mass in the church hall starting December
11th to January 29, 2023. Should you have any
questions please contact Trig Goodman at 
757-406-2298 for more information. 

Items Needed: 
New Winter Hats, Gloves and Scarfs (men and
women) New Underwear (men and women) and
socks.

TOILETRIES: 
Shaving (razors/shave cream for men and
women), toothbrushes and toothpaste, shampoo,
brushes/combs, and women personal items 

Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 
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Here is the RSVP link:
https://vcrj.net/rsvp/

Preserving Black Churches Recipient
 

The Basilica of St. Mary of the Immaculate
Conception, Norfolk VA, has received $150,000

from the African American Cultural Heritage
Action Fund, a program of the National Trust for

Historic Preservation.
 

This funding is a part of the Action Fund’s
Preserving Black Churches program and will help  
 the Basilica congregation hire senior preservation  

 staff to implement its preservation plan. This is
the next step to steward the efforts of the recent

renovation of the sanctuary.
 

The Basilica is one of 35 organizations in 22 states
to receive a total of $4 million in grant funding to

advance long-term and sustainable strategies that
strengthen stewardship and asset management,

interpretation and programming, and fundraising
activities for historic Black churches across the
country. This program works to uplift the legacy

of often-overlooked Black churches, ensuring
their capacities to serve the spiritual and social
needs of their communities for years to come.

To preserve and uplift America’s historic places,
the Lilly Endowment Inc. and the African

American Cultural Heritage Action Fund are
investing in a $20 million initiative to help historic

Black churches and congregations reimagine,
redesign, and redeploy historic preservation to
address the institutions’ needs and the cultural

assets and stories they steward.
 

The African American Cultural Heritage Action
Fund is a program of the National Trust for

Historic Preservation in partnership with the Ford
Foundation, The JPB Foundation, the Mellon

Foundation, and other partners, working to make
an important and lasting contribution to our

cultural landscape by elevating the stories and
places of African American resilience, activism,

and achievement.
 

To learn more about this program and this year’s
grant recipients, visit

SavingPlaces.org/BlackChurches.
                                  

Psalm 27:1,4,13-14
The Lord is our refuge, our light, our salvation.

http://savingplaces.org/BlackChurches


WE ARE HERE TO SERVE
 

Fr. James Curran
Rector

(757) 876-0554
frjimcurran@gmail.com

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Office Address:
1000 Holt Street Norfolk, VA 23504

Phone: 757-622-4487 | Fax: 757-625-7969
Email: office@bsmic.org

 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)

Are you someone or know someone who would like to know more about the Catholic Church?
Would you like to journey with this faith community as we encounter Christ in our faith and life

journey. The RCIA is a process that prepares inquirers for the Sacraments of Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist. We welcome you with your questions, your insights and your faith

story. For more information, please call Oretha Pretlow at 
(757) 622-4487, or email at opretlow@bsmic.org. 

 
Sacrament of Marriage

A couple seeking marriage must approach the pastor at least 6 months prior to the date of the
wedding. Marriage preparation gives the Church and the couple adequate time to properly

prepare for the sacrament. For Marriage Preparation and scheduling your wedding, please contact
the church office at (757) 622-4487.

 
Infant Baptism

Jesus said “Let the children come to me,” Luke 8:15. Parents wishing to have children under 7
years of age baptized must first attend a baptism preparation class. For more information contact

Barbara Wright at (757) 622-4487 or bwright@bsmic.org
 

Parish Staff                                     Title                                                                Email
Sammie Logan                     Minister of Music                                 slogan1514@gmail.com
Oretha Pretlow                     Liturgy Coordinator                            opretlow@bsmic.org
Luther Adams                       Sexton                                                    ladams@bsmic.org
Ercelle Drayton                    Sustainable Ministries                          edrayton@bsmic.org
Willie Lawrence                   Maintenance                                          wlawrence@bsmic.org
Nicole Drummond              DRE/Dir. Youth Ministry                    ndrummond@bsmic.org
Phyllis Gary                          Bookkeeper                                            pgary@bsmic.org
Kenneth Powell                    Maintenance/Driver                             kpowell@bsmic.org
Irene Elliott                           Receptionist                                           ielliott@bsmic.org                                   
Michael Woodhouse           Soup Kitchen Chef                                mwoodhouse@bsmic.org
Tia Marvin                            Office Manager                                      tmarvin@bsmic.org

 
Our Soup Kitchen is open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 12:15-1:30pm

Our Food Pantry is open Monday, Wednesday from 9:30am-11:30am and Saturday at 12:30pm
The Basilica of St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception at 232 Chapel Street Norfolk, VA 23504

USDA Distribution Mondays: 9:30-11:30am. We are an Equal Opportunity Employer.
 

Do you need to schedule a ministry meeting or an event at the Basilica? 
If so, please call Tia Marvin at (757) 622-4487 or email at tmarvin@bsmic.org.

 

mailto:office@bsmic.org
mailto:ndrummond@bsmic.org

