
BASILICA OF ST. MARY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
 

Mass Times

MASS TIMES
Saturday Vigil

5:00pm
Sunday 
9:00am

12:00 Noon
Daily Mass

 12:10pm Tuesday-Friday
Holy Days

 12noon, 7:00pm
Confession

Saturday at 4:15pm 
All other times are by appointment only.

Please call (757) 876-0554 or email frjimcurran@gmail.com

Mission Statement
The Basilica of St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception is the only African-American

Basilica in the United States and the cornerstone of Catholicism in Tidewater. Our
mission is to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all people, regardless of race, language
or culture. Nourished by the Eucharist, we seek to accomplish this by drawing on our rich

African-American heritage of Spirit-filled worship, Christ-centered service, and
fellowship that recalls our common Father. This is our call. This is our mission.

A Cornerstone of Catholic Faith
FOUNDED IN 1791                                               ERECTED IN 1858                                  BECAME A MINOR BASILICA IN 1991

HE GOT UP

Fr. James Curran, Rector
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Weekly Readings

2 Mon Saint Athanasius, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church white Memorial
Acts 6:8-15/Jn 6:22-29 (273)  

3 Tue Saints Philip and James, Apostles
red Feast 1 Cor 15:1-8/Jn 14:6-14 (561)  
 Pss Prop  

4 Wed Easter Weekday white Acts 8:1b-
8/Jn 6:35-40 (275)  

5 Thu Easter Weekday white Acts 8:26-
40/Jn 6:44-51 (276)  

6 Fri Easter Weekday white Acts 9:1-
20/Jn 6:52-59 (277) 

7 Sat Easter Weekday white Acts 9:31-
42/Jn 6:60-69 (278)  

8 SUN FOURTH SUNDAY OF
EASTER white Acts 13:14, 43-52/Rv 7:9,
14b-17/Jn 10:27-30 (51)   Pss IV 

“Lord, hear our prayer”
For all who are ill: that they may trust the Lord
as their refuge and strength especially –
Marcayla A. Brown,  Marie Adams, Eleanor
Gray, Joan Williams, Odessa Rushing 
 Brenda Morris,  We pray to the Lord
                                                                                             
For those who have died: may they know the
peace and joy of God’s love through all
eternity, including: Michael Edlow, George
Newby, III
- We pray to the Lord

TO BE ADDED TO OUR PRAYERS, PLEASE
CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE 

In Lectionary Cycle C, our Sunday Gospels are usually taken from the
Gospel of Luke. The Gospels for the Easter Season, however, are taken
from the Gospel of John. Today's Gospel is one of the post-Resurrection
appearances reported by John. Recall that in John's Gospel, Jesus appears
first to Mary of Magdala, second to all of the disciples except Thomas, and
finally to Thomas and the disciples (which we heard last Sunday). After
those appearances, John's Gospel seems to conclude with a reference to
other signs that Jesus gave after his Resurrection, which have not been
recorded.

Because it follows this apparent conclusion, most scholars believe today's
Gospel passage (and all of John 21) to have been an addition to John's
original text. Because there are significant differences between this report
and the other appearances described in John's Gospel, it is quite likely that
this story is from a different source. There are details in the story that recall
Jesus' call to Simon Peter and the other fishermen as well as the miraculous
catch of fish (found in the Gospel of Luke, with parallels in the other
Synoptic Gospels). The end of the chapter, where Jesus asks Peter three
times whether he loves him, most likely is meant to represent the
reconciliation that occurred between the community represented by John's
Gospel with the larger Christian community represented by Peter. This
Gospel reading is a rich and textured story that speaks of Jesus' presence in
the Eucharist and our commission to serve others as Jesus did.
Last week we heard that Jesus appeared to the gathered disciples in a locked
room, probably in Jerusalem. In today's Gospel, the disciples are no longer
in Jerusalem; they are in Galilee, returning to their work of fishing. Simon
Peter is still presented in the role of leader: when he announces that he is
going fishing, the other disciples follow. They spend the night fishing but
are unsuccessful.
Jesus calls to them from the shore, but just as when Jesus first appeared to
Mary of Magdala, the disciples do not recognize him immediately. Still,
they follow the stranger's instructions and bring in a large haul of fish. It is
at this point that one of the disciples (the “disciple whom Jesus loved”)
realizes that Jesus is appearing to them. Upon hearing this news, Simon
Peter leads the way again, jumping from the boat and swimming to shore.
The other disciples follow in the boat, dragging the fish.

The disciples have brought to shore a tremendous catch of fish that Jesus
has directed them to find. But once on the shore, they see that Jesus has
already prepared fish and bread on a charcoal fire. Jesus directs the
disciples to bring their catch of fish as well. Jesus is host at the meal that
follows, feeding the disciples the bread and fish. In this detail we see
allusions to the miracle of the multiplication of the loaves and the fishes
told in John 6.
There are also allusions in the Gospel to our gathering for the celebration
of the Mass. In the Eucharist, we too are fed by Jesus in the bread and wine
that have become his very Body and Blood. We also find in this story
insight about the Presentation of the Gifts at Mass. The gifts we bring to the
altar, bread and wine, are made from gifts that God gave first to us: grain
and grapes, the fruit of the earth. God has no need of anything further. Yet
God accepts the offering we bring—bread and wine, “the work of human
hands”—and transforms our offering into the gift of his very presence.

After the meal, Jesus directs himself to Simon Peter. The community of
John's Gospel probably looked down on Peter because of his denial of Jesus.
This dialogue with Simon Peter is a reversal of Peter's three denials. Peter is
forgiven. Having been restored to friendship with Jesus, Simon Peter is sent
on a mission. “Feed my lambs . . . Tend my sheep . . . Feed my sheep.”
These commands indicate that Peter is to be as Jesus, even unto sacrificing
for the flock. As Jesus has fed Peter in this meal and as Jesus feeds us in the
Eucharist, so he also sends us to follow him, asking that we offer our lives in
service and sacrifice.
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Service Members  of Our Parish 
We pray  for  members  of  our  parish  who are serving overseas,  as  well  as their  families.

 
 SPC Kevyn L. Sears is now station in the Middle East.  Please keep him in your prayers.

 
If you would  like to  add or  remove a name  from this  list contact us  at: office@bsmic.org

 
 
 

May 1st, 2022 3rd Sunday of Easter

 African American Family.
PRAYER

God of Mercy and Love we place our African American Families before You today. May we
be proud of our history and never forget those who paid a great price for our liberation.

Bless us one by one and keep our hearts and minds fixed on higher ground. Help us to live
for you and not for ourselves, and may we cherish and proclaim the gift of life. Bless our

parents, guardians and grandparents, relatives and friends. Give us the amazing grace to be
the salt of the earth and the light of the world. Help us, as Your children, to live in such a
way that the beauty and greatness of authentic love is reflected in all that we say and do.
Give a healing anointing to those less fortunate, especially the motherless, the fatherless,
the broken, the sick and the lonely. Bless our departed family members and friends. May
they be led into the light of Your dwelling place where we will never grow old, where we
will share the fullness of redemption and shout the victory for all eternity. This we ask in
the Precious Name of Jesus, our Savior and Blessed Assurance. Amen. Holy Mary, Mother

of Our Families, pray for us.
 

Prayer composed by FR. JIM GOODE, OFM, who in 1989 founded this National 
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MAY
9th-Moms and Muffins
JUNE
19th-Dads and Donuts
JULY
18th-23rd-Family Vacation Bible School
AUGUST
3rd-6th-Discipleship week for rising 11th and 12th graders
6th-EPIC-MIDDLE SCHOOL RALLY
27th-Youth Day at the Basilica
SEPTEMBER
FAMILY AND FRIENDS COOKOUT/Grandparent's Day
OCTOBER 
Catholic Youth Day at Busch Gardens-TBD

YOUTH MINISTRY
CALENDAR



WE ARE HERE TO SERVE
 

Fr. James Curran
Rector

(757) 876-8554
frjimcurran@gmail.com

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Office Address:
1000 Holt Street Norfolk, VA 23504

Phone: 757-622-4487 Email: office@bsmic.org
 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Are you someone or know someone who would like to know more about the Catholic Church?

Would you like to journey with this faith community as we encounter Christ in our faith and life
journey. The RCIA is a process that prepares inquirers for the Sacraments of Baptism,

Confirmation and Eucharist. We welcome you with your questions, your insights and your faith
story. For more information, please call Oretha Pretlow at 

(757) 622-4487, or email at opretlow@bsmic.org. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage
A couple seeking marriage must approach the pastor at least 6 months prior to the date of the

wedding. Marriage preparation gives the Church and the couple adequate time to properly
prepare for the sacrament. For Marriage Preparation and scheduling your wedding, please contact

the church office at (757) 622-4487.
 

Infant Baptism
Jesus said “Let the children come to me,” Luke 8:15. Parents wishing to have children under 7

years of age baptized must first attend a baptism preparation class. For more information contact
Barbara Wright at (757) 622-4487 or bwright@bsmic.org

 
Parish Staff                                     Title                                                                Email
Sammie Logan                     Minister of Music                                 slogan1514@gmail.com
Barbara Wright                    Director of Religious Ed.                     bwright@bsmic.org
Oretha Pretlow                     Liturgy Coordinator                            opretlow@bsmic.org
Luther Adams                       Sexton                                                    ladams@bsmic.org
Ercelle Drayton                    Sustainable Ministries                          edrayton@bsmic.org
Anthony Boone                    Maintenance                                          aboone@bsmic.org
Willie Lawrence                   Maintenance                                          wlawrence@bsmic.org
Nicole Drummond              Ofc. Mgr./Co. Youth Ministry            ndrummond@bsmic.org
Phyllis Gary                          Bookkeeper                                            pgary@bsmic.org
Kenneth Powell                    Maintenance/Driver                             kpowell@bsmic.org
Irene Elliott                           Receptionist                                           ielliott@bsmic.org                                   
Michael Woodhouse           Soup Kitchen Chef                                mwoodhouse@bsmic.org

 
Our Soup Kitchen is open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 12:15-1:30pm

Our Food Pantry is open Monday, Wednesday from 9:30am-11:30am and Saturday at 12:30pm
The Basilica of St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception at 232 Chapel Street Norfolk, VA 23504

USDA Distribution Mondays: 9;30-11:30am. We are an Equal Opportunity Employer.
 

Do you need to schedule a ministry meeting or an event at the Basilica? If so, please call Nicole
Drummond at (757) 622-4487 or email at ndrummond@bsmic.org.

 

WE ARE HERE TO SERVE
 

Fr. James Curran
Rector

(757) 876-8554
frjimcurran@gmail.com

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

Office Address:
1000 Holt Street Norfolk, VA 23504

Phone: 757-622-4487 Email: office@bsmic.org
 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Are you someone or know someone who would like to know more about the Catholic Church?

Would you like to journey with this faith community as we encounter Christ in our faith and life
journey. The RCIA is a process that prepares inquirers for the Sacraments of Baptism,

Confirmation and Eucharist. We welcome you with your questions, your insights and your faith
story. For more information, please call Oretha Pretlow at 

(757) 622-4487, or email at opretlow@bsmic.org. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage
A couple seeking marriage must approach the pastor at least 6 months prior to the date of the

wedding. Marriage preparation gives the Church and the couple adequate time to properly
prepare for the sacrament. For Marriage Preparation and scheduling your wedding, please contact

the church office at (757) 622-4487.
 

Infant Baptism
Jesus said “Let the children come to me,” Luke 8:15. Parents wishing to have children under 7

years of age baptized must first attend a baptism preparation class. For more information contact
Barbara Wright at (757) 622-4487 or bwright@bsmic.org

 
Parish Staff                                     Title                                                                Email
Sammie Logan                     Minister of Music                                 slogan1514@gmail.com
Barbara Wright                    Director of Religious Ed.                     bwright@bsmic.org
Oretha Pretlow                     Liturgy Coordinator                            opretlow@bsmic.org
Luther Adams                       Sexton                                                    ladams@bsmic.org
Ercelle Drayton                    Sustainable Ministries                          edrayton@bsmic.org
Anthony Boone                    Maintenance                                          aboone@bsmic.org
Willie Lawrence                   Maintenance                                          wlawrence@bsmic.org
Nicole Drummond              Ofc. Mgr./Co. Youth Ministry            ndrummond@bsmic.org
Phyllis Gary                          Bookkeeper                                            pgary@bsmic.org
Kenneth Powell                    Maintenance/Driver                             kpowell@bsmic.org
Irene Elliott                           Receptionist                                           ielliott@bsmic.org                                   
Michael Woodhouse           Soup Kitchen Chef                                mwoodhouse@bsmic.org

 
Our Soup Kitchen is open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 12:15-1:30pm

Our Food Pantry is open Monday, Wednesday from 9:30am-11:30am and Saturday at 12:30pm
The Basilica of St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception at 232 Chapel Street Norfolk, VA 23504

USDA Distribution Mondays: 9;30-11:30am. We are an Equal Opportunity Employer.
 

Do you need to schedule a ministry meeting or an event at the Basilica? If so, please call Nicole
Drummond at (757) 622-4487 or email at ndrummond@bsmic.org.
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Family owned and  
operated since 1917

www.altmeyer.com
Serving the entire 

Hampton Roads area
FUNERAL HOMES

& CREMATORYALTMEYER

 Southside Chapel Oceanfront Chapel Chesapeake Chapel
	 5033	Rouse	Drive,	Virginia	Beach	 1801	Baltic	Avenue,	Virginia	Beach	 929	S.	Battlefield	Boulevard,	Chesapeake

 757-422-4000 757-428-1112 757-482-3311

FUNERAL SERVICES, INC.

“Anointed by God, Appointed to Continue the Legacy”
757-494-1404

www.fitchettmannfuneralservices.com
www.facebook.com/fitchettmann

Danielle FITCHETT-MANN ~ Proprietor

1146 Rodgers Street, Chesapeake, VA 23324

757-456-5018
marian-manor.com
5345 Marian Lane
Virginia Beach, VA 23462

757-495-4211
ourladyperpetualhelp.com
4560 Princess Anne Rd.
Virginia Beach, VA 23462

Memory Care
Extensive Assisted Living 

Nursing CareSponsored by the Catholic Diocese of Richmond.

Memory Care
Extensive Assisted Living 

Nursing Care

757-456-5018    
marian-manor.com 
5345 Marian Lane
Virginia Beach, VA 23462

757-495-4211    
ourladyperpetualhelp.com 
4560 Princess Anne Rd.
Virginia Beach, VA 23462

MARIAN
MANOR
ASSISTED LIVING

MARIAN
MANOR
ASSISTED LIVING

Sponsored by the Catholic
Diocese of Richmond

Call us for tour, 9am-Noon

757-420-2455
3316 Sandra Lane, Virginia Beach, VA

www.smsvb.net

“Empowering leaders
one faith-filled day at a time.”

Kindergarten Prep (ages 3 & 4)-8th Grade

You’re the “Star” at
BRAYWOOD MANOR APARTMENTS!

Stop by today! You’ll want to stay!
Offering 1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments for Elderly 62+ and disabled!

We are a Project-based Section 8 Housing Community offering you
a comfortable environment that you will love & enjoy!

Relax in our recreation room & enjoy our wide-screen TV!
Call today at 757-857-4496 TTY 711 for more great information!

7000 Auburn Avenue, Norfolk, VA 23513

CAMERON & COMPANY, Inc.
Changes in Work Status, Family, Friendships, 

Health, Aging, etc., can produce STRESS...
...We can help!

Laurinda Cameron, MSW, LCSW

Accepting: Tricare, BCBS,  
Aetna, United Health,  

Optima, Medicaid  
and Medicare and more...

757-761-1986 • 855-652-7225
thestressstop.com

cameronancompany@aol.com

2412 E. Virginia Beach Blvd., Ste. D 
Norfolk, VA

George Ennels, 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Gennels@msn.com
757-439-9026/757-622-8585 fax

George Ennels, George Ennels, 
LCSW, ACSW, CFELCSW, ACSW, CFE

Counseling  Counseling  
& Consulting & Consulting 
Services, LLCServices, LLC

“The more  
you honor  
me, the  

more I will  
bless you”
– Infant Jesus of Prague

Our bulletin is printed at no cost 
to the parish. Our advertisers 
cover all expenses. 

We thank them and encourage you to 
support their businesses. 

To advertise here... call 
Dee Printing at 1-800-292-9020.

Evonne Stewart
Independent Beauty Consultant

I specialize in skin care
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23464

757-495-1988
CELL: 757-818-4779

ublessedmeevs3@gmail.com
www.marykay.com/estewart46736
God First, Family Second, Career Third

Rely on the Knights of
Columbus to protect
your family’s future.

DISCOVER THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME  INSURANCE 
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Raymond Selg
Field Agent

757-717-4348
2500 Almeda Ave., Suite 111

Norfolk, VA 23513 
selgofficemail@kofc.org

Discover the catholic Difference

LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE • LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Rely on the 
Knights of Columbus 

to protect 
your family’s future.

Raymond Selg
Field Agent
757-717-4348
2500 Almeda Ave., Suite 111
Norfolk, VA 23513 
selgofficemail@kofc.org


