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Norfolk, Virginia 23504
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1000 Holt Street 

Norfolk, Virginia 23504

Office: 757.622.4487 
Fax: 757.625.7969

Email: office@bsmic.org 
Website 

www.basilicaofsaintmary.org
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Rev. Fr. Jim Curran 

frjimcurran@gmail.com 
757-876-0554

 

Clergy
Deacon 

Rev. Mr. Calvin Bailey 

Parish Staff
Pastoral Associate 

Mrs. Oretha B. Pretlow
Office Administrator 

Ms. Nicole Drummond
Director of Christian Formation 

Mrs. Barbara Wright
Christian Formation Coordinator 

Mr. Frank Scott
Director of Liturgical Music 

Mr. Sammie L. Logan, Jr.
Sustainable Ministry 

Food Pantry/Soup Kitchen 
Ms. Ercelle Drayton
Resource Minister 
Ms. Angela Harris

Church Sexton 
Mr. Luther Adams, Jr.

Bookkeeper 
Ms. Phyllis Gary

FOUNDED IN 1791 • ERECTED IN 1858 • BECAME A MINOR BASILICA IN 1991

Mission Statement
The Basilica of St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception is the 
only African-American Basilica in the United States and the 
cornerstone of Catholicism in Tidewater. Our mission is to 
proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all people, regardless 
of race, language or culture. Nourished by the Eucharist, 
we seek to accomplish this by drawing on our rich African-
American heritage of Spirit-filled worship, Christ-centered 
service, and fellowship that recalls our common Father. 

This is our call. This is our mission.

BASILICA OF

SAINT MARY
OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

Mother Church of Catholicism in Hampton Roads and Designated Holy Door Site

FOUNDED IN 1791 • ERECTED IN 1858 • BECAME A MINOR BASILICA IN 1991

Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil

5:00 pm
Sundays

9:00 am and 12:00 Noon
Tuesday-Friday

12:10 pm
Holy Days

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm

Religious Education
Sundays

September through May
10:45 am

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays

4:15 pm or by appointment

Marriage
Contact priest 6 months prior
to proposed wedding date.

Ministry to Sick 
and Homebound

Please contact Church Office to 
arrange for communion, anointing 

of the sick or when someone is ill, in 
the hospital, or in need in any way.

Baptism
Parents who present children to 
be baptized are expected to be 

registered members of the parish 
for 6 months. Parents must attend a 

baptismal preparation session prior to 
baptism 3rd Saturday of the month. 
Please contact the Church Office.

Interested in the  
Catholic Faith?

The RCIA process is for you.
Please contact the Church Office.

The Ministry of Consolation
meets on the last Saturday of each 

month in St. Joseph’s Chapel at 3:00 
pm. If this is your time of grief and 
pain because of the loss of a loved 

one, this ministry encourages you to 
join us at a meeting where you will 

meet others who have suffered a loss.



Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time October 25, 2020

EMBRACING THE CHARGE AND MISSION
Reflection on Matthew 22:34-40

Some years ago I was sent to be the new pastor of a rather large parish.  One of the 
first things I noticed was that the exit from the church parking lot to the busy street we 
bordered had three staggered signposts, each of which read: “Thou shalt not park here.”  
I jokingly referred to these signs as “the eleventh commandment.”

Parish life, in all its parts, forms and sends people as intentional disciples of Jesus.  Our 
discipleship, according to scripture, is expressed in the infinite number of ways in 
which we follow today’s Great Commandment – to love God with our whole being and 
to love others as ourselves – as well as creatively participate in the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28: 19-20) – to go/make/baptize/teach disciples.  These are the “whole” that 
interprets the “parts.”

As I continually and consistently shared this vision with staff, individuals, and groups 
within the parish, it was amazing to see and experience a transformation of parish 
culture.  The Holy Spirit moved many to embrace the charge and mission rather than to 
consume the product.  Parish life began to happen more off-grounds than on.  

A few years into my term in this parish, staff members and other parish leaders 
confronted me about those signs at the exit.  They wanted to know why we were 
giving such a negative message (“Thou Shalt NOT…”) to folks as they were leaving the 
property.  I was thrilled to follow-up on their suggestion that we replace “the eleventh 
commandment” with three new signs on these same posts.  They now read, ‘Love God,” 
“Love Others,” “Make Disciples.”

~ Fr. Jay

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE
Sunday, October 25 

Thirtieth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time

Ex 22:20-26 
Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51       

1 Thes 1:5c-10 
Mt 22:34-40

Monday, October 26
Weekday

Eph 4:32—5:8
Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 

Lk 13:10-17

Tuesday, October 27
Weekday

Eph 5:21-33 
Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5   

Lk 13:18-21

Wednesday, October 28
Memorial of Saints Simon  

and Jude, Apostles

Eph 2:19-22 
Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 

Lk 6:12-16

Thursday, October 29
Weekday

Eph 6:10-20
Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10      

Lk 13:31-35

Friday, October 30
Weekday

Phil 1:1-11
Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6        

Lk 14:1-6

Saturday, October 31 
Weekday

Phil 1:18b-26 
Ps 42:2, 3, 5cdef 

Lk 14:1,7-11

Access Daily Readings from  
the New American Bible, Revised Edition 
(NABRE) online at https://bible.usccb.org

SAINT JUDE THADDEUS, 
APOSTLE
FEAST DAY OCTOBER 28 
PATRON OF LOST CAUSES

Jude’s father was a martyr, and his mother 
kindly stood at the cross and anointed Christ’s 
body after His death. He was actually the 
nephew of Mary and Joseph, and it is said that 
he looked very much like his cousin Jesus. 
His patronage of impossible causes stems 
from confusion between him and Judas. Since 
early Christians prayed for Judas’ help and 
not to Jude Thaddeus, devotion to Jude was 
“a lost cause.” Jude was killed with a club and 
beheaded after his death in Persia during the 
first century. His relics were distributed in 
Rome and France.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE THADDEUS 
Dearest cousin of Christ, St. Jude Thaddeus, in 
this desperate situation I ask for your prayers. It 
seems all is lost but I remain faithful in the Lord. 
Ask Him to hear my solemn prayer and provide 
the best outcome. Brave and honorable, St. Jude 
Thaddeus, I beseech your help in praying for this 
hopeless cause so that in the end, God’s will is 
done. Amen.
Philip Lief Group, Inc. (2004). Saintly Advice: A Prayer for Every Problem. 
Capodanno, J. (Ed.). Kansas City, MO: Barnes and Noble
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Family owned and  
operated since 1917

www.altmeyer.com
Serving the entire 

Hampton Roads area
FUNERAL HOMES

& CREMATORYALTMEYER

 Southside Chapel Oceanfront Chapel Chesapeake Chapel
	 5033	Rouse	Drive,	Virginia	Beach	 1801	Baltic	Avenue,	Virginia	Beach	 929	S.	Battlefield	Boulevard,	Chesapeake

 757-422-4000 757-428-1112 757-482-3311

FUNERAL SERVICES, INC.

“Anointed by God, Appointed to Continue the Legacy”
757-494-1404

www.fitchettmannfuneralservices.com
www.facebook.com/fitchettmann

Danielle FITCHETT-MANN ~ Proprietor

1146 Rodgers Street, Chesapeake, VA 23324

757-456-5018
marian-manor.com
5345 Marian Lane
Virginia Beach, VA 23462

757-495-4211
ourladyperpetualhelp.com
4560 Princess Anne Rd.
Virginia Beach, VA 23462

Memory Care
Extensive Assisted Living 

Nursing CareSponsored by the Catholic Diocese of Richmond.

Memory Care
Extensive Assisted Living 

Nursing Care

757-456-5018    
marian-manor.com 
5345 Marian Lane
Virginia Beach, VA 23462

757-495-4211    
ourladyperpetualhelp.com 
4560 Princess Anne Rd.
Virginia Beach, VA 23462

MARIAN
MANOR
ASSISTED LIVING

MARIAN
MANOR
ASSISTED LIVING

Sponsored by the Catholic
Diocese of Richmond

Call us for tour, 9am-Noon

757-420-2455
3316 Sandra Lane, Virginia Beach, VA

www.smsvb.net

“Empowering leaders
one faith-filled day at a time.”

Kindergarten Prep (ages 3 & 4)-8th Grade

You’re the “Star” at
BRAYWOOD MANOR APARTMENTS!

Stop by today! You’ll want to stay!
Offering 1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments for Elderly 62+ and disabled!

We are a Project-based Section 8 Housing Community offering you
a comfortable environment that you will love & enjoy!

Relax in our recreation room & enjoy our wide-screen TV!
Call today at 757-857-4496 TTY 711 for more great information!

7000 Auburn Avenue, Norfolk, VA 23513

CAMERON & COMPANY, Inc.
Changes in Work Status, Family, Friendships, 

Health, Aging, etc., can produce STRESS...
...We can help!

Laurinda Cameron, MSW, LCSW

Accepting: Tricare, BCBS,  
Aetna, United Health,  

Optima, Medicaid  
and Medicare and more...

757-761-1986 • 855-652-7225
thestressstop.com

cameronancompany@aol.com

2412 E. Virginia Beach Blvd., Ste. D 
Norfolk, VA

George Ennels, 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Gennels@msn.com
757-439-9026/757-622-8585 fax

George Ennels, George Ennels, 
LCSW, ACSW, CFELCSW, ACSW, CFE

Counseling  Counseling  
& Consulting & Consulting 
Services, LLCServices, LLC

“The more  
you honor  
me, the  

more I will  
bless you”
– Infant Jesus of Prague

Our bulletin is printed at no cost 
to the parish. Our advertisers 
cover all expenses. 

We thank them and encourage you to 
support their businesses. 

To advertise here... call 
Dee Printing at 1-800-292-9020.

A Spiritual CoveA Spiritual Cove
Its the friends we meet along life’s road  Its the friends we meet along life’s road  

who help us appreciate the journeywho help us appreciate the journey

Angela B. Harris
Spiritual Director/Reiki Master
111 Pennsylvania Avenue

Norfolk, VA
757-387-1193

amsbea2@cox.net

Evonne Stewart
Independent Beauty Consultant

I specialize in skin care
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23464

757-495-1988
CELL: 757-818-4779

ublessedmeevs3@gmail.com
www.marykay.com/estewart46736
God First, Family Second, Career Third

Rely on the Knights of
Columbus to protect
your family’s future.

DISCOVER THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME  INSURANCE 
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Raymond Selg
Field Agent

757-717-4348
2500 Almeda Ave., Suite 111

Norfolk, VA 23513 
selgofficemail@kofc.org

Discover the catholic Difference

LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE • LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Rely on the 
Knights of Columbus 

to protect 
your family’s future.

Raymond Selg
Field Agent
757-717-4348
2500 Almeda Ave., Suite 111
Norfolk, VA 23513 
selgofficemail@kofc.org
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