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Detail from The Return of the Prodigal Son, Rembrandt (C. 1668)

I SAY TO YOU,  
NOT SEVEN TIMES  
BUT

TIMES SEVEN.
MATTHEW 18:20

seventy



Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time September 13, 2020

HOW OFTEN MUST I FORGIVE?
Reflection on Matthew Reflection on Matthew 18:21-35

Continuing last Sunday’s focus on forgiveness, today’s Gospel features Peter’s question, Continuing last Sunday’s focus on forgiveness, today’s Gospel features Peter’s question, 
“How often must I forgive?”  This prompts Jesus to tell the rather disturbing parable “How often must I forgive?”  This prompts Jesus to tell the rather disturbing parable 
of the “unrepentant debtor,” which always reminds me of the discomfiting petition we of the “unrepentant debtor,” which always reminds me of the discomfiting petition we 
make in the Lord’s Prayer: “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass make in the Lord’s Prayer: “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.”  In other words, “Lord, show me the same mercy I extend to others.”  Oh my!  against us.”  In other words, “Lord, show me the same mercy I extend to others.”  Oh my!  
Is that really what I want to ask for?Is that really what I want to ask for?

Forgiveness is one of the most important ways we keep the power of love flowing Forgiveness is one of the most important ways we keep the power of love flowing 
through all the parts of the Body of Christ.  God’s grace and mercy given to each of us through all the parts of the Body of Christ.  God’s grace and mercy given to each of us 
are meant to be extended by us to others. “For what you have received as a gift, give as are meant to be extended by us to others. “For what you have received as a gift, give as 
a gift.”  In this way, the Body (church) stays healthy and growing.  When we withhold a gift.”  In this way, the Body (church) stays healthy and growing.  When we withhold 
forgiveness, the whole Body suffers, just as sure as a blockage in a major artery affects forgiveness, the whole Body suffers, just as sure as a blockage in a major artery affects 
the entire human body. the entire human body. 

What we see in the unrepentant debtor is any one of us when we fall into what the What we see in the unrepentant debtor is any one of us when we fall into what the 
author of the first reading from Sirach describes as one who “hugs tight” vengeance, author of the first reading from Sirach describes as one who “hugs tight” vengeance, 
“cherishes” wrath, “nourishes” anger, “refuses” mercy.  It is quite literally true that we “cherishes” wrath, “nourishes” anger, “refuses” mercy.  It is quite literally true that we 
become our own worst enemy when we refuse to forgive.  Like the unforgiving servant become our own worst enemy when we refuse to forgive.  Like the unforgiving servant 
being handed over to the torturers at the end of the parable, I become my own torturer being handed over to the torturers at the end of the parable, I become my own torturer 
when I refuse to forgive others.  My wrath, anger and resentment consume me and block when I refuse to forgive others.  My wrath, anger and resentment consume me and block 
the flow of love in the Body.the flow of love in the Body.

Forgiveness is the path God walked for us in the cross of Christ.  With His grace, it is Forgiveness is the path God walked for us in the cross of Christ.  With His grace, it is 
the path we can walk with and for each other.  This week, search your heart for any the path we can walk with and for each other.  This week, search your heart for any 
blockages – resentments, hurts, angers – and work on forgiving any one held hostage by blockages – resentments, hurts, angers – and work on forgiving any one held hostage by 
them, so that God’s life and love can flow more freely through you.  And if you need to, do them, so that God’s life and love can flow more freely through you.  And if you need to, do 
it seventy-seven times.it seventy-seven times.

~ Fr. Jay~ Fr. Jay

Feast Day: September 16 • Patron saint of earache

Cornelius was a priest who may have belonged to 
a great Roman family. He was chosen as pope after 
the death of Fabian in 250. There were differences in 
thought as to how Christians should be treated after 
they had denied their faith during persecutions and 
then wanted to return to the religious community when 
it was safe. Cornelius took a very forgiving approach to 
the matter, while others were much more harsh. He was 
a proven listener to opposing views. He died in 253 as 
the Christian persecutions flared up again.

PRAYER TO SAINT CORNELIUS

St. Cornelius of Rome, I ask you to pray for relief of this 
earache. Ask the Lord our God to remove the discomfort for 
He has healed so many who approached Him in need. As a 
great listener, Cornelius, you paved your way to a place in 
Heaven. I pray unto God to follow the same path. I pray for 
the Lord’s healing hand to be placed upon my head while I 
give all glory to Him. Amen.

Philip Lief Group, Inc. (2004). Saintly Advice: A Prayer for Every Problem.  

Capodanno, J. (Ed.). Kansas City, MO: Barnes and Noble

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE
Sunday, September 13 
Twenty-fourth Sunday  

in Ordinary Time

Sir 27:30—28:7
Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 

Rom 14:7-9 
Mt 18:21-35

Monday, September 14
Feast of the Exaltation  

of the Holy Cross

Nm 21:4b-9 
Phil 2:6-11

Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38
Jn 3:13-17

Tuesday, September 15
Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows

1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a 
Ps 10:1b-2, 3, 4, 5  

Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35

Wednesday, September 16
Memorial of  

Saint Cornelius, Pope, and 
Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs

1 Cor 12:31—13:13
Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 12 and 22   

Lk 7:31-35

Thursday, September 17
Weekday

1 Cor 15:1-11
Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28  

Lk 7:36-50

September 18
Weekday

1 Cor 15:12-20
Ps 17:1bcd, 6-7, 8b and 15       

Lk 8:1-3

September 19
Weekday

1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49 
Ps 56:10c-12, 13-14  

Lk 8:4-15

Access Daily Readings from  
the New American Bible, Revised Edition 
(NABRE) online at https://bible.usccb.org
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“Empowering leaders
one faith-filled day at a time.”
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You’re the “Star” at
BRAYWOOD MANOR APARTMENTS!

Stop by today! You’ll want to stay!
Offering 1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments for Elderly 62+ and disabled!

We are a Project-based Section 8 Housing Community offering you
a comfortable environment that you will love & enjoy!

Relax in our recreation room & enjoy our wide-screen TV!
Call today at 757-857-4496 TTY 711 for more great information!

7000 Auburn Avenue, Norfolk, VA 23513

CAMERON & COMPANY, Inc.
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Health, Aging, etc., can produce STRESS...
...We can help!

Laurinda Cameron, MSW, LCSW

Accepting: Tricare, BCBS,  
Aetna, United Health,  

Optima, Medicaid  
and Medicare and more...

757-761-1986 • 855-652-7225
thestressstop.com

cameronancompany@aol.com

2412 E. Virginia Beach Blvd., Ste. D 
Norfolk, VA

George Ennels, 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker

Gennels@msn.com
757-439-9026/757-622-8585 fax

George Ennels, George Ennels, 
LCSW, ACSW, CFELCSW, ACSW, CFE

Counseling  Counseling  
& Consulting & Consulting 
Services, LLCServices, LLC

“The more  
you honor  
me, the  

more I will  
bless you”
– Infant Jesus of Prague

Our bulletin is printed at no cost 
to the parish. Our advertisers 
cover all expenses. 

We thank them and encourage you to 
support their businesses. 

To advertise here... call 
Dee Printing at 1-800-292-9020.

A Spiritual CoveA Spiritual Cove
Its the friends we meet along life’s road  Its the friends we meet along life’s road  

who help us appreciate the journeywho help us appreciate the journey

Angela B. Harris
Spiritual Director/Reiki Master
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Norfolk, VA
757-387-1193

amsbea2@cox.net

Evonne Stewart
Independent Beauty Consultant

I specialize in skin care
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23464

757-495-1988
CELL: 757-818-4779

ublessedmeevs3@gmail.com
www.marykay.com/estewart46736
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