Welcome to Our Parish Community
Pourth Sunday of LENT ~ March 15, 2026

Weekend Mass Schedules:
St anthony Saturday ~ 5:30pm St John the Baptist Church ~ Custer, SD
Sunday ~ 8:00am St John the Baptist Church ~ Custer, SD
Of Padua Sunday ~ 10:30am St Anthony of Padua Church ~ Hot Springs, SD
Catholic Church | Sunday~ 2:00pm St James the Apostle Church ~ Edgemont, SD

Dear Padre,

| am left-handed. Why doesn’t the church allow the
sign of the cross to be made left-handed?

A Catholic who is unable to make the sign of the cross with the
right hand is certainly permitted to do so with the left. There is
no rule against it. When Pope Saint John Paul Il injured his right
arm, he used his left hand to impart his blessing.

The sign of the cross is a sacramental, one of the symbols
that identifies you as a Roman Catholic. Just like all such
symbolic gestures, there is an expected uniformity. To use a
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secular example, at a University of Texas football game, fans of the Longhorns give the “hook-em horns” sign.

oday's gospel, the healing of the man born blind, s a terrific story that includes many details. Notice that

You wouldn't give the “thumbs-up” sign instead. It would be confusing. Parish Office: ~ St Anthony Parish . . . N o
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brothers and sisters in Christ is more important. ® After Hours: 605-745-3278 when the Pharisees mack Jesus a5 a ‘sinner.” Finally, expelled from the synagogue, the man finds
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