Dear Padre,

Is it wrong for children to dress up as zombies and
devils and other evil creatures for Halloween?

No. It is perfectly acceptable to choose these kinds of
costumes and to participate in the festivities of Halloween.
Halloween is primarily a secular celebration. Although it
is true that the original celebration is deeply rooted in the
Christian tradition, that tradition is more properly celebrated
during the great feast days of the Church that follow
Halloween: All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day.

Mythological representations, and the costumes that

remind us of these kind of characters, are to be understood with a sense of fun and mischief. There is no
difference between a ghost, a goblin, a zombie, Captain America, Superman, or one of the Mario Brothers.
They are all fictional characters in the very human stories we share with each other. The meaning we assign to
them must be proportional to what they represent. On Halloween, they represent nothing more than a person
in costume. It could be an entirely different story under different circumstances in which there might be the
possibility of a misunderstanding about the meaning of such a costume. Halloween pretty much blurs that
distinction and takes away the misunderstanding. It is meant to be entertaining and fun. That is all. @
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Learn about opportunities to
get involved and share your
time and talent.
November 9, 2025 | Following 10:30am Mass

For more information call: 605-745-3393

Join us in celebrating the Installation to the Ministry
of Lector for the following Deacon Candidates:

Frank Birkholt
Todd Curtis
Eugene Iron Shell Jr.
John Talcott
Steve Van Mullem

NOVEMBERl ' | 530 PM
Holy Cross Chapel

Terra Sancta Retreat Center

Reception will be held immediately following.

i OFFICE OF THE

DIACONATE

605-343-3541 | tcooper@diorc.org

Congratulation Frank Birkholt in making it to
the next step in the Deaconate Program! We
are all praying for your success!

Everyone is invited to attend the Mass
on November 15t at Terra Sancta
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tried to be faithful. The Pharisee's downfall was that
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