
ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA CATHOLIC CHURCH 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 16, 2021 

Those present: Fr. Grant Gerlach, Kay Birkholt (Chair), Mary Kay Thompson, John Lane, Josh 

Schuh, Dan DeFries, and Joan Roe (recording secretary). 

Those absent: Julie Hill. 

The opening prayer was led by Fr. Gerlach with the Litany to St. Joseph. 

The minutes from the May and second July meeting were reviewed by the members prior to the 

meeting. John made the motion to accept the minutes as written and Mary Kay seconded the 

motion. All were in favor. 

Old Business 

5. Catholic Social Services Mental Health Workshop: Kay stated that 8 people attended the 

workshop, which included Pastor David Cook and Peg Sperlich from the United Churches, 

one young disciple from St. Anthony’s, and five adults from our parish. 

New Business 

1. Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) nominations were compiled by Joan and presented to Fr. 

Gerlach. Two names were immediately stricken from those who were nominated as Joan 

knew they wouldn’t want to run for election. He also mentioned there was a non-

parishioner who asked that her dad be considered as a nominee. Fr. Gerlach asked Joan if 

she would contact those who received 4 or more votes to see if they would be willing to 

have their names put on the ballot. If we couldn’t get at least 3 men and 3 women from that 

group, she was instructed to reach out to those who received 3 votes. 

2. Parish Directory: Shirley Green suggested we should have a new pictorial directory done. 

Discussion was held. Fr. Gerlach mentioned that he would like to work with a company 

that would allow us to continually update the parish directory as a printed copy could 

become obsolete within a couple of months of the directories being printed. Mary Kay will 

work with Joan to identify companies that do this kind of work. 

Fr. Gerlach presented the PPC members with a survey that each parish in the Diocese of 

Rapid City is being asked to complete for the Diocesan Strategic Planning Committee. Fr. 

Gerlach, Joan and others will complete the survey, which is due to the Diocese by no later 

than October 11. Father asked Joan to answer as many questions as possible on the survey 

and to reach out to him and others who could help with completing it. 

3. Major Mercy Fund: Fr. Gerlach informed the PPC members of a sum of money that the 

Hagenson Family Trust left St. Anthony’s to start a Major Mercy Fund. Kay asked the PPC 

members to brainstorm some ideas for using these funds through the Corporal and Spiritual 

Works of Mercy. The following is a list that was compiled.: 



• Youth Mission Trip (local or otherwise) 

• Spiritual Retreat for Adults, with a speaker, etc. 

• Steubenville of the Rockies for Adults 

• Provide water for a local community event with a spiritual message attached 

• Provide money to someone in need to help with burial costs 

• Provide help to a family whose home was destroyed by fire, tornado, etc. 

• Partner with Habitat for Humanity 

• Teach those who use the Food Pantry to make ends meet how to prepare meals 

• Financially help with fees for someone wanting to adopt a child through Catholic 

Social Services 

• Put boxes of items together to give away to those in need 

• Religious Book Study for Parishioners 

• St. Joseph’s Table 

Kay asked that if the PPC members came up with any other ideas to let either her or Joan 

know. 

4. Budget 2022: Completed and approved by Bishop Muhich 

5. Parish Workday: A date has yet to be set for this. 

6. Upcoming Events: Kay reminded the members of the Will Graham Event and the Diocesan 

Youth Rally 

Fr. Gerlach mentioned that the parish will celebrate the Anniversary of Dedication of the 

Church a day early, on Sun., Oct. 3, since he will be out-of-town on Oct. 4. This is also 

potluck Sunday, with the KCs as hosts. Father asked Dan (Grand Knight) if the KCs could 

come up with something for the potluck to tie in with this celebration. A suggestion of 

bread and olive oil was mentioned, placing some on each table for the potluck. 

Kay mentioned that the American Legion won’t be having a Thanksgiving Dinner at their 

facility again this year, so she and a group of the people from the Legion (and possibly 

others) will be meeting in a couple of weeks to begin planning for a drive-through 

Thanksgiving meal again this year, using St. Anthony’s as the place where folks can pick 

up their meals. 

The next PPC meeting will be held on Thurs., Nov. 4, 6:15p. Our new PPC members will be 

welcomed at that meeting. 

The closing prayer was led by Fr. Gerlach. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joan Roe 

Recording Secretary 


