
ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA CATHOLIC CHURCH 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 6, 2022 

Those present: Fr. Grant Gerlach, Kay Birkholt, Joshua Schuh, Dan DeFries, Julie Hill, Justin 

Hooper, and Joan Roe (recording secretary). 

Those absent: Mary Kay Thompson. 

The opening prayer was led by Fr. Gerlach. 

Old Business 

1. … 

2. … 

3. Kay reported that Mary Kay stated there is no news regarding the Parish Church Directory 

at this time. 

4. … 

5. There is no new information from the Parish Finance Council. 

6. Major Mercy Fund 

a. Ad-hoc committee: Names mentioned to be possible members on the committee were: 

Laurie Tarrell, Connie Domagata, Patty Fischer, and Kerry Peters. Fr. Gerlach 

mentioned there should be a member of the PPC on the committee as well. 

b. Ideas for Lent: St. Joseph’s Table (consisting mainly of breads and pastries but can 

include other food items) after Stations of the Cross. Also, Justin will reach out to the 

Pine Ridge reservation to see what the needs may be down there. Josh mentioned there 

may be needs right here in Hot Springs as well. 

New Business 

1. Parish Campus Workday was held this fall. Kay stated we need a new sign for the church. 

Fr, Gerlach said this item should be placed on the Wish/Needs list for the Parish Finance 

Council. Joan will add it. 

2. Prayer Shawl Ministry: Kay stated she hasn’t reached out to Kerry Peters regarding this. 

3. Social Services and Outreach Report for calendar year 2021: Kay showed everyone a 

flyer that she would like to put in the bulletin regarding all the donations the church has 

given, the number of pounds of food donated to the local Food Pantry, etc. Dan mentioned 

that it would be a good idea to include what the Knights of Columbus and the Catholic 

Daughters have done as well. Kay will put a flyer together for this. 

4. February 2022: Parish Church Census/Sunday Mass Counts: Fr. Gerlach mentioned 

that the Sunday Mass counts will again take place in February. The Greeters/Ushers will 

help with the count. Discussion was held on the Parish Census: how to distribute, what to 

do with the ones that aren’t picked up. Kay suggested we print each family’s information 

out and place it in a large envelope with the family’s name and a label that can be checked 

if there are no changes, after the family reviews their information. Packets would be handed 



out before Mass and completed at the end of Mass and turned back in. No decision was 

made on what to do with the census forms that are not picked up. 

5. Diocesan Strategic Planning Committee (SPC): 

a. Fr. Gerlach asked the members to review the information on this link: 

WWW.RAPIDCITYDIOCESE.ORG/STRATEGICPLANNING to review the SPC’s proposed 

operating principles/values. 

b. A Parish Town Hall Meeting will be held on Thurs., Feb. 3, beginning at 6p. Fr. 

Gerlach will be doing the presentation and needs a recorder. We would also possibly 

need a question taker. Justin suggested since the meeting is at mealtime, that we provide 

food for those attending. At first it was mentioned that we could have coffee and 

cookies, but then it was decided that we should probably have something more 

substantial such as soup and bread. Justin asked if a representative from the Diocesan 

Strategic Planning Committee was going to attend in person. Fr. Gerlach said no and 

most everyone was surprised. It was then suggested that the Diocese put together a 

short video that could be played at the beginning of the meeting from either the bishop 

or someone from the Diocesan committee. Fr. Gerlach said he would pass this idea 

along to the Diocese. Since this is a very important meeting, Kay suggested that the 

members of the KCs and the CDAs put the word out to everyone to please attend. 

6. Upcoming Events: 

a. March for Life in Washington, D.C.: Kay mentioned that this event maybe cancelled 

since COVID-19 is spreading rapidly on the east coast. Three of our youth, Martin & 

Hilary Lane and Karina Novotny were planning to attend. 

b. Hot Springs Area Right-to-Life Candlelight Vigil will be held Sat., Jan. 22, 4:15p. 

7. Other New Business: 

a. Kay spoke about the fact that there are three groups who purchase paper products 

(plates, cups, etc.) for each of their groups: the parish, the KCs and the CDAs. She 

mentioned that she had spoken to Joan and that in the past the parish had purchased all 

paper products for the parish that everyone could use. It was decided that Kay would 

speak with the KCs and CDAs to see if they would be willing to combine all paper 

products and help pay for the cost. Joan would then order the products when they 

needed to be refilled. 

b. Since Dan had left the meeting, discussion was held on having a farewell party for the 

Dan and Deb DeFries who will be moving sometime in April. It was decided that we 

should combine that with the Parish Potluck Luncheon on either the first Sunday of 

March or April. 

The next PPC meeting will be held March 3, 2022, 6:15 p.m., in the Parish Hall. 

The closing prayer was led by Fr. Gerlach. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joan M. Roe 

Recording Secretary 

 


