
 
 

 

 

DISCIPLESHIP INSTITUTE 

FALL 2022 

 
The Discipleship Institute of Our Lady of Lourdes, Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin has two roles/responsibilities: 

• Forming Disciples in the “Way” of Jesus, who Himself modeled 

our way of living. 

• Living the “Way” through our actions in our everyday lives. 

 Thus, challenging all of us to live out the Gospel fully. 
 

 
The Discipleship Institute works very hard to collaborate with all parish ministries, so as to provide 

information and opportunities on how to become genuine and authentic Disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Welcome to our Fall Events. We continue our focus on equality, joining hands with all of our brothers 

and sisters, and welcoming them to a community that accepts all. 

 

 

 

 



The Church’s Role in Synodality 

September 13  

6:30 pm–8:00 pm  

Zoom 

Facilitated by Steve Szymanski 

What does it take for the Church to be Synodal. What exactly is Pope Francis inviting us to do or be? Join 

us as we look at the meaning of synodality and the possibilities open to us as lay men and women in the 

church. 

 

Community Retreat 

Saturday, October 29  

1:00 pm–4:30 pm (followed by 5:00 pm liturgy) 

Facilitated by the Discipleship Institute Team 

Here is your opportunity to take a “breather” from all of the chaos in your life. Join us for an afternoon 

of reflection and discussion on the Story of Martha & Mary. Delve into the mystery of their personalities, 

needs and beliefs. The afternoon will end with the celebration of the liturgy in church at 5:00 pm. 

 

Towards Protecting the Environment 

The Discipleship Institute along with the Social Justice Committee and the Social Justice Liaison have put 

together a booklet of helpful hints for your use. If you believe in protecting your environment, and you 

did not already get a booklet, contact one of us. (Phone numbers are on back page) 

 

Book Discussion: The Risk of the Cross 

Thursdays, October 13, 20, 27, November 3 & 10 

6:30 pm–8:00 pm  

Zoom 

Facilitated by Steve Szymanski 

“What does it mean to follow Jesus’ way of the cross and to place our trust in God for our true security, 

instead of in nuclear weapons that can destroy all life on earth? How do we find hope and courage to 

environmental devastation, warfare, systemic inequality, and other perils?” Join us for a fruitful 

discussion. (You will need your Bible. Book is available from Amazon) 

 

The Little Blue Book—Advent Reflection 

Facilitated by Nancie Chmielewski 

Zoom 

Sign up for discussion times with Nancie: 

Introduction November 30 at 6:30 pm/Check-in December 13 at 6:30 pm  

Join us as the faith community of Our Lady of Lourdes reflects together on the season of Advent. Nancie 

will check in with us twice to share thoughts and listen to your reflections. You are also invited to form 

your own discussion groups. Books will be available in the lobby of the church. 

 

Continuing Sunday Scripture Discussion 

Fr. Chuck Schramm and Brian Jens of St. Matthias, continue to invite us to join their discussion group on 

the Sunday Scriptures. They meet Thursdays, 6:30 pm–8:00 pm in person or via Zoom. Call Brian Jens at 

(414) 321-0893 for further information. 

 

 



GASIC (Gay and Straight In Christ) 

2nd Wednesdays of the month (September through June) 

7:00 pm–8:30 pm 

Zoom  

Contact Jim Wielgosz, jmwig66@wi.rr.com for the link. 

This ministry works to help the LGBTQ+ community find their rightful place within the Catholic 

community. Group open to lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer persons, their families, 

friends, and those who wish to stand in solidarity with them in Christ. 

 

Building Bridges—Welcoming Immigrants 

Monday, November 7  

6:30 pm–8:30 pm  

Hall C 

This evening we will view a documentary on immigration, followed by a panel discussion, small group 

discussion and questions. We will try to make the information from this evening available to those 

who cannot attend in person. Stay tuned! 

Sponsored by The Discipleship Institute and the Social Justice Committee 

 

Continuing Fellowship with JobsWork and All Saints Parish 

The Social Justice Committee and the Discipleship Institute continue to look for ways to become more 

aware of the people we interact with, here, in schools, at stores, etc. Currently the Social Justice 

Committee has reached out to the Muslim community. The Discipleship Institute continues discussion 

with JobsWork and All Saints Parish to develop collaborative events with other parishes so we can get to 

know one another better. Look for one or more of these events in the winter/spring schedule. 

 

Art Guild 
The OLOL Art Guild holds business meetings on the fourth Tuesday of each month, August through May. 

Open Studio is on the second Tuesday of each month to work on individual projects. Past projects 

include beads and cord, burlap flower making, glass painting and wood painting. Smaller groups within 

the Guild include Moonwriters (writing group), and a book or movie study group. The Art Guild also 

devotes time and energy to less fortunate groups of students in schools or other facilities. The Art Guild 

is open to anyone, whether established artist or one who is exploring their creative side. 

 



 

GIFT Sessions: 9:05 am–10:20 am 

• September 11 

• October 2 

• October 23 

• November 6 

• November 20 

• December 11 

• January 8 

• January 29 

• February 18 

• March 12 

• March 26 

• April 23 

 

Meditations For Peace and Renewal.  

Facilitated by Nancie Chmielewski, Deb Steppe, and Maggie Russell. 

Don’t forget about the meditations available to you. You can access 

these through the OLOL website, Discipleship Institute, Resources 

Page: 

• A Walk with Jesus 

• Sharing the Journey 

• Peace and God’s Presence in Nature 

Continuing Spiritual Development 

• Wednesday Morning Faith Group  

• Women’s Spirituality Group 

 

Call the Parish Office for more 

information. 

Social Justice Committee Events: 

• Black Lives are Sacred Event–September 22. Watch the bulletin for further information. 

• Recycling Program–Kevin Kane will give an update on the progress of the program at weekend 

Masses this fall. 

• November 4–General Election – Voting information and sample ballots will be posted 

• Visit to Islamic Center–A parish visit with Dr. Zulfiqar Shah is being planned for November 13 at 

2:00 pm. Watch the bulletin for further information. 

• Building Bridges–Welcoming Immigrants–See listing above 

• Open Wide Our Hearts Column–Continuation of monthly articles focusing on racism. 

Your Discipleship Team: 

Rebekah Dubrosky – (414) 335-9126 

Harry Fleddermann – (414) 383-8023 

Anita Hallman Kowalski – (414) 550-9890 

Cathie Slater – (414) 529-6873 

Jim Wielgosz – (414) 208-5647 

 

Social Justice Liaison 

Steve Szymanski  

(414) 545-4316 Ext 127 

 

Social Justice Committee:  

Pat McKay (414) 321-3698 

The Discipleship Institute is committed to being available to all, whether you can attend in person or 

virtually. We will make as many programs available to those who are homebound as possible. Check out 

our Resources under Discipleship Institute on the OLOL webpage. 

Don’t forget to be present for the community event taking place Sunday, September 11, from 11:30 am-

1:30 pm. Check the Social Justice table for the environment booklet & Discipleship Institute booklet. 


