
 
 

DISCIPLESHIP INSTITUTE 
WINTER/SPRING 2023 

 
The Discipleship Institute of Our Lady of Lourdes, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin is committed to “forming disciples” in the way of Jesus 
and providing opportunities/events to challenge us to live out the 
Gospel mission.  
 
We, as a team, work to collaborate with all parish ministries, to 
provide these opportunities and events.  
 
Welcome to our Winter/Spring offerings/events. We continue to 
focus on equality, joining hands with all our brothers and sisters 
in welcoming them to a community that accepts all. 
 
 



For Those Interested in Scripture Reflection 
 

Sunday Scripture Reflection 
Thursdays 

6:30 pm–8:00 pm  

In person or via zoom 
 

Fr. Chuck Schramm and Brian Jens of St. Matthias, continue to invite us to join their discussion group on 

the Sunday Scriptures. Call Brian Jens at (414) 321-0893 for information. 

  

The Cross of Christ 
Tuesday, March 28 

7:00 pm–8:00 pm  

Room 10 

Facilitated by Dr. Harry Fleddermann 
 

The aim of this session is to deepen our grasp of the cross as we prepare for Holy Week, by exploring the 

cross as the central symbol of Christianity. We will be describing and evaluating the ways that Christians, 

past and present, have experienced the cross of Jesus in their lives. 

 

Seeing The Prophets in a New Way 
Wednesday, February 15 

6:30 pm–8:30 pm  

Room 10 

Facilitated by Fr. Chuck Schramm 
 

Let’s take a closer look at the Prophets, who they were, what they were saying, and what 

that means for us today. Are there prophets among us now we should be listening to? Can we hear the 

voices crying in the desert? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For Those Interested in Deeper Reflection 
 

The Little Black Book for Lent 
Sign up to receive your “Little Black Book” for Lenten reflection. If you are interested in participating in a 

couple of discussions during your reflection, provide your email when registering. Nancie Chmielewski 

will be introducing and leading the discussions. 

Dates: Sign up for book from January–February (online or Parish Office) 

Pick up book the weekend of February 11/12  

Discussions on Zoom: Monday, February 20/Monday, March 20, from 6:30 pm–8:30 pm 

 

Lord Teach Me to Pray 
Tuesdays, February 28, March 7, 14, 21, 28, and April 4 

6:30 pm–8:00 pm 

Zoom 

Facilitated by Mary Tomski Crane 

Important to register by February 26 with email address in order to be connected. 
 

Do you desire to grow closer to Jesus and our Church community this lent? 

Are you willing to commit to spending time each day in prayer and spiritual reading? 

“Lord Teach Me to Pray” will introduce you to Ignatian prayer and spirituality. Our time will include 

learning about Christian virtues, faith sharing, and praying. For more information contact Mary at 

marytomskicrane@gmail.com  

 

Meditations for Peace and Renewal 
Facilitated by Nancie Chmielewski, Deb Steppe, and Maggie Russell. 

You can access these meditations through the OLOL website on the Discipleship Institute Resources 

page ololmke.org/discipleship-institute-resources/. 

Take time to renew you! 

“A Walk with Jesus” 

“Sharing the Journey” 

“Peace and God’s Presence in Nature” 

 

Women’s Retreat 
Friday–Sunday, January 27–29.  

Here is your opportunity to get away and reflect on life, get a new perspective, and just “be”! 

Call the Parish Office for information and to register. 

 

Women’s Spirituality Group 
Dates: January 19, February 15, March 23, April 19, May 18 

6:30 pm 

The Women’s Spirituality group meets monthly to reflect on the Sunday readings with other women 

from the parish. A Women’s Spirituality Retreat will be offered in the Spring. Contact Rebecca 

Szymanski (rdbrayer@yahoo.com) or Tanya Gross ((tanyamg69@hotmail.com) to join or for more 

information.  

mailto:marytomskicrane@gmail.com
https://www.ololmke.org/discipleship-institute-resources/
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For Those Concerned About Social Justice Issues 
 

Continuing Fellowship with All Saints Parish and Others 
The Discipleship Institute & the Social Justice committee continues discussions with JobsWork, All Saints 

Parish, and others to bring about events where we can get to know one another better and share our 

faith. 

 

Building Bridges: What Can One Person Do? 
Monday, March 6 

6:30pm–8:30 pm  

Zoom 

Topic: Homelessness 
 

This evening will provide a panel of folks concerned with and/or working with the homeless. Time for 

group discussion through breakout groups, and time for questions using the chat section.Our focus here 

is to be more informed about this issue, especially in our own city, and to see what more we might be 

able to do. Be sure to register with your email. 

 

Gay And Straight in Christ (GASIC) 
Meets the 2nd Wednesday of the month, September through June 

7:00 pm–8:30 pm  

Zoom 

Contact: Jim Wielgosz jmwigg66@wi.rr.com for the link 
 

This ministry works to help the LGBTQ+ community find their rightful place within the Catholic 

community. The Group is open to lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer persons, their families, 

friends, and those who wish to stand in solidarity with them in Christ. 

 

Social Justice Committee Plans for Winter-Spring 

• February—Distribution of reading material in recognition of Black History Month 

• March—Speaker focusing on Native American Spirituality and Social Justice 

• Watch the weekly bulletin for further details and other events. 
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For Those Who are Home and Unable to Attend In-Person 
Please note that most of our programs will be recorded and therefore accessible to the homebound a 

day or two following the event. For more information, feel free to contact one of the Discipleship 

Institute Team listed. 

 

Lunch Bag Retreat 
Available after January 1 

Discussion/Feedback – March 1 or April 12  

6:30 pm–7:30pm  

Zoom  

 

Register online or by calling the Parish Office, and a packet will be emailed to you. 

In this “lunch bag” you will find food for your soul. You will need to set aside two hours to 

spend in reflection on four different scripture stories, and how they relate to you. A great 

project for those snowy/wintry days. You are invited! 

Virtual Lenten Reflection 
The Lenten retreat is a daily experience beginning Ash Wednesday through Easter Sunday. 

Spend the first few minutes of your day in quiet reflection. You can access this through the OLOL 

website. 

 

Book Discussion: “The Time is Now; A Call to Uncommon Courage” 
Mondays, January 9, 16, 23, and 30 

6:30 pm–8:00 pm 

Zoom  

Book available at Amazon 

 

Join us for an in-depth book discussion of S. Joan Chittester’s book. 

“A beloved nun and social activist offers a soul-stirring guide for all who feel disillusioned and 

dissatisfied with power hungry institutions and systems of this world…” 

 

Liturgy Watch on Zoom 
The first Sunday of the month beginning February 5  

6:00 pm 

Facilitated by Rebekah Dubrosky 

 

Here is an opportunity to build a virtual community for those who are homebound, too distant to be 

present for mass (in person) or who are interested in connecting with those who cannot be physically 

present for Mass. We will gather on Zoom to greet one another and watch the pre-recorded liturgy as a 

virtual community. Interested in joining? Register as usual on website or at the office. Be sure to give us 

your email.  

*Note—for anyone who needs help with Zoom, contact one of the Discipleship Institute Team (phone 

numbers at end of booklet) 

 



For Those Artists Out There 
 

ART Guild 
The OLOL ART Guild holds business meetings on the 4th Tuesday of the month, August through May. 

Open Studio is on the 2nd Tuesday of the month to work on individual projects. Past projects include 

beads and cord, burlap flower making, glass painting, and wood painting. Smaller groups within the 

Guild include Moonwriters (writing group) and a book/movie study group. The Guild does the yearly 

Mosaic, and hosts parish artists in a Hall display of art. Open to anyone exploring their creative side. Call 

the Parish Office for a contact person. 

 

Volunteer Your Talents 
Every committee and/or work group needs your help with designing bulletin boards, flyers, etc. Call the 

Parish Office and leave your phone number and we will find a place for you! 

 

 

 

GENERATIONS IN FAITH TOGETHER 

GIFT 

Sundays: 9:05 am – 10:20 am 

• Jan 8 –Moses Moving Forward 

• Jan 29–Celebrating Sustainably 

• Feb 19–Parish Spring Cleaning Day 

• Mar 12–Active Hope in the Gospel 

• Mar 26–Celebrating Your Yes 

• Apr 23–Saints 

Watch your inbox and/or the bulletin for 

more information about the topics. 

This is for the entire family and any adults 

who want to participate. 

RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO YOU – 

• Some Discipleship Institute programs have 

been recorded and are available at 

ololmke.org/discipleship-institute-resources/ 

• A listing of books to enhance your 

understanding of racial equality is available 

on the Resources page. 

• “A Guide to Caring for God’s Creation” which 

includes suggestions you can use to help save 

the environment is available from the Social 

Justice Committee or The Discipleship 

Institute. 

 

DISCIPLESHIP INSTITUTE TEAM   SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE 

Jackie Dombrowski (414) 405-2486  Pat McKay (414) 321-3698  

Rebekah Dubrosky (414) 335-9126 

Harry Fleddermann (414) 383-8023 

Anita Hallman Kowalski (414) 550-9890  SOCIAL JUSTICE LIASON 

Lorie Skeff (414) 550-3654   Steve Szymanski (414) 545-4316 Ext. 127 

Cathie Slater (414) 529-6873 

Z George Slupski (414) 614-8866  OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH 

Jim Wielgosz (414) 208-5647   3722 S 58th Street Milwaukee, WI 53220 

      (414) 545-4316     office@ololmke.org  

      www.ololmke.org  

https://www.ololmke.org/discipleship-institute-resources/
mailto:office@ololmke.org
http://www.ololmke.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE JOIN US IN THIS VOW OF NON-VIOLENCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOW OF NON-VIOLENCE 

 

“Recognizing the violence in my own heart, yet trusting in the 

goodness and mercy of God, I vow for one year to practice the 

nonviolence of Jesus who taught us in the Sermon on the Mount: 

‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons and 

daughters of God…You have learned how it was said, ‘You must love 

your neighbor and hate your enemy; but I say to you, love your 

enemies and pray for those who persecute you. In this way, you will 

be daughters and sons of your Creator in heaven.’ 

 

I vow to carry out in my life the love and example of Jesus  

• By striving for peace within myself and seeking to be a 

peacemaker in my daily life 

• By refusing to retaliate in the face of provocation and 

violence 

• By persevering in nonviolence of tongue and heart 

• By living conscientiously and simply so that I do not deprive 

others of the means to life 

• By actively resisting evil and working nonviolently to abolish 

war and the causes of war from my own heart and from the 

face of the earth 

God, I trust in your sustaining love and believe that just as you gave 

me the grace and desire to offer this, so you will bestow abundant 

grace to fulfill it. 

 

*From the “Risk of the Cross” by Arthur Laffin 


