
St. Gregory the Great
Pastoral Parish Council Meeting Minutes

November 8, 2022

Present:  Fr. Todd Budde, Barb Wilk, Michelle Zakula, Lauran Vetuschi, Eileen Lipinski, Jon Baier, Jackie
Konkol, Joey Kovnesky, and Jeff Senn
Excused:  Izzy Baier, Chris Hodges, and Lisa Bayer

The council meeting began at 7:00 p.m. with a reading, prayer, and reflection.

Father Todd:  Father Todd highlighted the following events happening in the Parish:

● The Love One Another campaign is moving forward.  Events held at the Parish were well
attended.  The parish has reached 44% of their goal.  The campaign will begin to wind down at
the end of December.

● The financial report was distributed for review and discussion.

Michelle Zakula:  Michelle reported the following:

● College care packages were sent to students.
● The Veterans Day event will be held on November 10th.  There will be a Mass and breakfast.

School children made cards and placemats.
● There will be two Advent events:

–December 15th at 6:00 there will be an event in the church called “Lessons of Carols”.  There
will be nine scripture readings along with singing and reflection.
–December 18th after 9:00 Mass  there will be a Posada held in Tenpenny Hall.  Sandra will be
hosting a tamale making class.

● Stewardship is working on the following initiatives:
–Parish Census (What does it mean to be a community?)
–Engagement
–Volunteerism
–Fundraising
–A calendar of Parish events will be forthcoming.
–The Parish will be handing out Christmas ornaments.  The ornaments are to be
passed along to family, friends, or neighbors inviting them to St. Greg’s Christmas
Masses.  The theme is “All Hearts Come Home for Christmas.”

Minutes of the October meeting were approved.

Jackie Konkol attended the December 14th Deanery meeting.  Notes from that meeting are attached.

Commission minutes/notes were shared.

The next Parish Council meeting will be held January 10, 2023.

Closing:

The meeting closed with prayer.

Respectfully submitted

Lauran Vetuschi, Secretary



St. Gregory the Great
Commission Notes/ Reports

The Parish Council Meeting will be held on January 10, 2023.  The following are Commission
minutes/notes that were provided by a representative of the Commission.

Finance: Barb Wilk and Chris Hodges

Nothing to report.

Liturgy/Worship: Lauran Vetuschi

Liturgy will be meeting January 18th.

The Lessons of Carols event was held in December.  There were approximately 45 people in attendance.

Christmas Masses:

4:00 p.m. – There were 340 in attendance.  The Youth Choir and voices from former adult choirs
provided a prelude and participated in the Mass.

9:00 a.m. – There were 157 in attendance.  The Hart family provided a prelude to Mass and played
throughout.

Human Concerns: Michelle Zakula and Eileen Lipinski

St. Bens is continuing their service.  They are actively recruiting volunteers.

SVDP:  The conference is currently working on the following activities:

● Voting for a President for the Milwaukee County Conference
● Completing the Standards of Excellence questionnaire required by the National Office
● Preparing to assist Lety in the Souper Bowl of Caring
● Continuing to serve our neighbors in need due to the generosity of the parishioners

Stewardship and Community Building: Joey Kovnesky and Jackie Konkol

Nothing to report.

Evangelization/Formation: Izzy Baier

Nothing to report.

School:  Lisa Bayer

School Report:

● Enrollment is up to 177; budgeted for 170.
● Budget is on track for this school year.
● The Emergency Operations Plan is being updated due to new legislation.
● REapplying for Exemplary Recognition in Mission and Catholic Identity.



Marketing:

● Principal Schlegel attended an Archdiocesan workshop on November 17 to find ways to market
the school.

● Applying to teh Latino Enrollment Institute to help the school find ways to engage Latino families
in our community.

Standardized Testing:

● Based upon last year’s Forward Exam, St. Greg’s is a Five Star School which means it
“Significantly Exceeds Expectations”



Southwest Deanery Meeting

December 14th, 2022, 7pm-930pm

At Holy Assumption Parish

Present at meeting were representatives from St. Florian, Our Lady of Lourdes, St. Mary’s Perpetual

Help, St. Mary’s Hales Corners, St. Martin of Tours, St. John the Evangelist, St. Alphonsus, Holy

Assumption and St. Gregory the Great.

The APC (Archdiocese Pastoral Council) meeting was held on December 3rd, 2022. Official meeting

minutes were unavailable at the time of the deanery meeting, but a brief discussion was had about what

was presented at the APC meeting. At that meeting, there was talk about how the Archdiocese was

adding a safety office, and evangelization to Choice families in parish schools. The Love One Another

campaign is at 50% of the total for the first two stages. St. Francis seminary has 80 seminarians and 40

deacons.

The decision was made for the deanery meetings to now be held quarterly a week or two following the

APC meeting. The next scheduled deanery meeting is March 22nd, 2023, at St. Mary’s Hales Corners at

7pm. The other meetings will be in June, September, and December with specific dates to be

determined. Later meetings will be held at St. John the Evangelist in Greenfield unless another parish

wants to host the meeting.

At each deanery meeting the synod priorities will be discussed and what each parish is doing to meet

those priorities.

Each parish present discussed different activities and ways their parish is focusing on the synod

priorities. One common theme was serving food is an important draw for people.

Some activities of interest are St. Florian's having a breakfast after masses which is open to everyone and

free of charge, but free will offering accepted. St. Alphonsus has a family formation night that is

multigenerational where there are breakout sessions for children and parents. St. John’s has a successful

men’s faith group and a young adult group for ages 18-39. St. John’s talked about how their festival was

successful, but they too had a hard time finding volunteers saying it is usually the same volunteers doing

everything. Our Lady of Lourdes rep talked about an interfaith trip they had to the Islamic center of

Milwaukee to learn more about the Islamic faith and similarities between the faiths. Our Lady of

Lourdes’ parish director Nancie will be retiring this year and the archdiocese is working with the parish

staff and parish council to find a new parish director. There was talk about having a mentorship program

connecting newly baptized families and newly married couples with mentor parish families and couples

to help them feel more connected to the church community. St. Martin of Tours recently has had a

change in pastors, has a strong Vietnamese population and they sell freshly made egg rolls/foods after

Masses.

Respectfully submitted,

Jackie Konkol


