
St. Gregory the Great
Pastoral Parish Council All Commissions Night

October 12,  2021

Present:  Fr. Todd Budde, Michelle Zakula, Jack Kelly, Eileen Lipinski, Joey Kovnesky, Patti Penkalski, Chris
Hodges, Donna Higgins, Jeff Senn, Lauran Vetuschi, Barb Wilk and Jackie Konkol
Excused:   Yolande Lasky

In lieu of a Parish Council meeting, Parish Council hosted an All Commissions night.   The evening began
with prayer.

Each Commission was represented by the Parish Coordinator, the Parish Council Liaison and a
representative(s) of the Commission.  Each Commission representative gave a brief overview of their
commission–highlights from the past year, challenges they are experiencing and goals for the
forthcoming year.  A brief overview of each Commission is below.

Liturgy
Parish Coordinator:  Cindy Bremeier
Council Liaison:  Lauran Vetuschi
Commission Representative:  Mike Stewart

The Liturgy Commission is responsible for music, lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, ushers, greeters and Arts
& Environment.  The purpose of the Commission is to enhance the celebration of Mass through song,
prayer and environment.  Mr. Stewart discussed the work that the Liturgy Commission has been doing,
highlighting the strengths and current activities of this ministry.   Mr. Stewart noted that the biggest
challenges the Commission is facing is the need for more volunteers in all areas  and to increase Mass
attendance.  The goal for next year is to increase the number of volunteers.

Evangelization/Formation
Parish Coordinator:  Lety Gutierrez
Council Liaison:  Jack Kelly
Commission Representative:  Sue Klawein

Lety spoke on behalf of the Formation Commission.  Lety gave an overview of the Lighthouse and F.I.A.T.
programs that will be ongoing this year, highlighting the number of participants and activities that have
been planned.  She also discussed the challenges presented due to COVID and how she is incorporating
changes to keep the participants safe.  The Commission’s biggest challenge is the need more volunteers.

Ms. Klawein spoke about the ARISE program, including the number of participants, activities planned for
the upcoming year and new protocols that have been put in place to keep all participants safe.

Human Concerns
Parish Coordinator:  Michelle Zakula
Council Liaison:  Eileen Lipinski
SVDP Representative:  Susan Feider Kelly

Eileen Lipinski presented information regarding the Human Concerns Commission.  This Commission
covers Human Concerns and Pastoral Care.



Human Concerns:
St. Vincent de Paul
St. Ben’s Meal Program
Our Sister Parish in the Dominican Republic
The Gathering Meal Program

Pastoral Care:
Bereavement
Sunshine Club
Widow’s Group
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Mission Circle

Eileen summarized the responsibilities of each group is responsible and gave an update on all of the
good works of each of these groups due to the generosity and support of the parishioners.   Eileen
highlighted the challenges that COVID presented, how these groups pivoted and developed new plans to
keep their ministry running.  One of the biggest challenges each group is facing–the need for more
volunteers.

Stewardship
Parish Coordinator:  Patti Penkalski and Michelle Zakula
Council Liaisons:  Jackie Konkol and Joey Kovnesky

Joey Kovnesky gave a report for the Stewardship Commission.  Over the summer, the Stewardship
Commission rolled out new ways of communication:  Flocknotes (email communication program)  and
the increased use of social media platforms, including a newly designed website.  Mr. Kovnesky also
prepared informational material–a visitor guide and ministry cards that are located in the kiosks outside
of church.  The Stewardship Commission is working to redesign the bulletin, use social media on a more
regular basis and will bring back Hospitality Sunday once it is safe to do so.  The Commission is also
looking at other ideas to create community building between the school and parish.   Like all
Commissions, the Stewardship Commission iis looking for volunteers.

Finance
Parish Coordinator:  Patti Penkalski
Council Liaisons:  Barb Wilk and Chris Hodges

Patti gave an overview of the Finance Commission.  The Finance Commission also oversees the Facilities
Committee.  Patti  highlighted major projects that had been completed this past year–parking lot
resurfacing, the new telephone system and the purchase of an electronic sign.   Patti also highlighted
some upcoming projects – new windows in the facility and repainting the church.   The Facilities
Committee is facing a challenge due to the supply chain–labor and materials are hard to get and the
price is ever increasing due to demand.

Patti then gave an overview of the budget.  As of September, the budget was running according as
planned.  The Finance Committee will begin preparing a balanced budget for 2022-2023.



School Advisory Committee
Parish Coordinator:  Amy Shlegel, Principal
Council Liaison:  Yolande Lasky
Commission Representative:  Mike Gutierrez

Mr. Gutierrez represented the School Advisory Commission.  Mr. Gutierrez highlighted several
accomplishments of the school, including the academic excellence.  The biggest challenge of this
Commission is decreasing enrollment.  Mr. Gutierrez  and Principal Schlegel have attended a marketing
workshop to learn how to build a more robust marketing plan and have already implemented several of
these ideas.  The main focus of the Commission is to increase enrollment.  They are also looking for more
volunteers.

The evening concluded with prayer.

Respectfully submitted

Lauran Vetuschi, Secretary


