
Msgr. Douglas’ Announcement 
Reference the Release of an Extensive Report of Clergy Abuse in PA 

Weekend of August 18 and 19, 2018 
 

 

My fellow parishioners of St Michael, 

It is with a heavy heart that I communicate with you this weekend.  This past week, our worldwide 
Church has been shocked and grieved by the release of an extensive report of clergy abuse in 
Pennsylvania. 

It is important that you understand how our diocese and our parish community are responding to this 
heartbreaking news. 

Bishop Luis Rafael Zarama released a statement on Friday and encouraged us to also share a letter from 
Archbishop Wilton Gregory who is the “Metropolitan” leader for the Atlanta Province of Dioceses which 
includes the Diocese of Raleigh. You can find both letters via a link on the homepage of our parish 
website. 

At St. Michael, you should know that no one has been implicated and we are working hard to make sure 
that we continue to provide a safe campus here at St Michael.  There are five specific things that we are 
doing to provide better security for the children in our schools and our parishioners attending masses 
and formation programs. 

• First, we hired a retired Police officer to be head of campus security. 

• Second, we have a team of security volunteers who check all our buildings every night. 

• Third, all employees and volunteers who work around children receive the highest level of Safe 
Environment Training here at St Michael, and it is renewed every five years. 

• Fourth, we have strengthened the background checks on all employees. 

• And finally, the Diocese is using our program for Safe Environment and background checks as a 
model program for other parishes to use. 

We continue to be vigilant in and focus on continuous improvement in all areas of security. 

I ask for your prayers for our St. Michael community, our church in the US and around the world, that 
we may be strengthened by our prayers for one another. I trust that God’s healing grace will strengthen 
our church and make each of us better disciples, stronger in our faith and love for one another. Thank 
you for listening, for your trust and your prayers as we seek to heal our worldwide Catholic community.  

 

Monsignor Doug 



Statement from Bishop Zarama in Response to the 

Extensive Report of Clergy Abuse 
 

08-17-2018 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Over the past few weeks we have been presented with a series of sad and shameful revelations 
about the conduct of some priests and their leadership in the Catholic Church. In the name of the 
Church, we ask for forgiveness that those entrusted with the pastoral care of others betrayed that 
trust and abused their positions and, in doing so, stole the dignity and faith of others. 

As one of my fellow Bishops, Most Reverend Robert P. Deeley, J.C.D., of the Diocese of Portland 
said recently in response to the reprehensible acts brought to light, "The vast majority of Catholic 
priests are men of integrity who are dedicated to unwavering good works and spreading the Good 
News of Jesus, but these past criminal and sinful acts diminish us all." 

Steps were taken in the early 2000s to ensure a safe environment for children and a proper 
response in the event of an allegation of child abuse by a member of the clergy. This renewed and 
stronger commitment is reflected in the recent report. I join with the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) and The Holy Father in encouraging continued additional reform and vigilance at 
all levels of the Catholic Church, to put ever stronger protection of minors and vulnerable adults in 
place and to hold accountable predators and anyone who is complicit. 

I support the goals recently outlined by the USCCB to investigate, report and resolve recent 
accounts that have come to light and to do so under criteria that include independence and high 
level involvement of the laity. 

Let us continue to pray for all victims of sexual abuse; they are our priority. Victims of Church 
abuse deserve not only support but thanks for shining a light in darkness. Through their courage, 
they are helping to ensure an environment for their own healing and for the safety of others. 

If you or anyone you know has been harmed by ministry-related sexual abuse, please contact the 
Director of the Office of Child and Youth Protection of the Diocese of Raleigh at 1-866-535-7233. 
Information given to the diocese will also be turned over to civil authorities. 

I ask that you join me in praying that our Church will be resolute in next steps and renewed and 
transformed by the light and love of Christ. 

In Christ, 

† Luis Rafael Zarama, J.C.L., Bishop of Raleigh 

 

http://www.usccb.org/news/2018/18-139.cfm


 

A word to the faithful of the Archdiocese of Atlanta 
 
By WILTON D. GREGORY, Archbishop of Atlanta | Published August 16, 2018  | EN ESPAÑOL 

 

My heart and the hearts of our archdiocesan faith community are with the people of God in 
Pennsylvania and throughout the country. We grieve with the victim-survivors and their 
loved ones, especially those who were disbelieved, neglected, or ignored when they came 
forward to tell Church officials of their torment. We pray for all who have been traumatized 
and dispirited by these revelations, and for faithful clergy who must bear this shame moving 
forward. Absolutely nothing can dispense the culpability of those who have harmed and 
violated our people in the name of religion, nor those who concealed knowledge of those 
horrific acts. Catholics and people of good will everywhere have been scandalized again by 
these events. 

All Catholics, including so many good and generous priests, are rightly angered, confused, 
and embarrassed by this testimony that the leadership of the Church failed to care for our 
people with compassion and honesty. To you and to all victim-survivors and their loved 
ones, I pledge my commitment in this Archdiocese and as a member of the body of bishops 
in this country to take whatever next steps are necessary to ensure vigilance and 
accountability and to foster healing. 

While much has been done in the Church in the United States to advance the protection of 
children, youth, and all who are vulnerable, the revelations over the last several days and 
weeks have proven that not enough has been done. For this reason, and to beg for the mercy 
of God, for His healing, and for the courage of bishops and Church leadership to take the 
next steps, today I led a Holy Hour with our priests at St. Dominic Chapel in the chancery, 
and I encouraged those who could not attend to do the same in their parishes at that time. 

May Jesus continue to send the cleansing and purifying fire of the Holy Spirit upon us all. 

 

https://georgiabulletin.org/news/2018/08/a-word-to-the-faithful-of-the-archdiocese-of-atlanta/
https://georgiabulletin.org/news/2018/08/unas-palabras-a-los-fieles-de-la-arquidiocesis-de-atlanta/?lang=es

