
A Letter from Our Pastor 

Sunday Nov 10, 2019 
 

My Brothers and Sisters: 

 

February 14, 2020 will mark 9 years that I have had the privilege of serving as your pastor. During that 

time, I have enjoyed being able to minister to you through my homilies, reconciliation, spiritual direction, 

and spiritual leadership. I take great joy every year in bragging about the wonderful ministry I’ve enjoyed 

here when writing Christmas cards and letters to family and friends of previous pastorates. You all have 

energized me and filled me with a deeper faith, and I cannot thank you enough for everything you do here 

at St. Michael. 

 

I have decided to retire as your pastor in June of next year, 2020. Over the past few years, I have noticed a 

steady decline in my health, particularly in the areas of memory and recall. This has caused me much 

distress, and in addition to my age, I feel as though I’ve lost the edge needed to shepherd such a large and 

busy parish as St. Michael. 

 

Some of the programs I’ve sought to build up over the years I have been your pastor have been our 

formation programs for St. Michael School, our Preschool program, and our parish youth & adult faith 

formation programs. I have realized that I led you into these programs to build up your basic faith 

experience. It is my hope that I, as well as my successor, will build upon these into the fullness of the 

Gospel teaching of Jesus about peace and justice. 

 

Following my retirement, I will be continuing my involvement with Worldwide Marriage Encounter, which 

has been an important part of my ministry for 46 years. I believe in the importance of enhancing the 

relationships of sacramental marriages and priestly relationships to marriages and feel as though we need 

stronger bonds between these two more than ever today. I will also be involved with Cristo Rey, a Catholic 

high school for low income families, and will continue my work with Wake County Sponsors, an 

ecumenical group for helping the poor without a voice to learn how to speak up for themselves. 

 

I have spent much time in reflection and prayer regarding this decision and I feel as though the Lord has 

been leading me to reach this conclusion. I’ve enjoyed over 8 abundant years of priestly ministry here at St. 

Michael and am looking forward to the joys and challenges of the coming months. Thank you from the 

bottom of my heart. 

 

I love you all, 

 


