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WHAT’S 
INSIDE

Volunteer Appreciation Night a Big Hit!
We’ve grown accustomed to the nice weather in North Carolina, but 
Wednesday, April 20, was a particularly beautiful day with temperatures 
in the mid-70s—a perfect setting for our Volunteer Appreciation Night 
at St. Michael. A special Mass for volunteers in the church at 5:30 pm
was followed by a reception immediately afterwards in the Parish Center. 

Despite the early start time, about 300 people 
were able to attend the Mass which was 
celebrated by our pastor, Monsignor Doug 
Reed and attended by nearly all of the priests 
and deacons from our parish. Staff members 
from our Parish Staff and schools were on 
hand to serve as Ministers of Hospitality, 
joyfully greeting volunteers at the church 
doors and welcoming  them to the celebration. 

During his homily, Monsignor Doug thanked the 300 attendees for their generous service 
to our parish community and for being “the driving force that enables us to do what we 
do.” He further noted that without their “generous investment of time and talent, we 
wouldn’t have the seventy-seven active ministries that exist today to serve our parish and 
the local community.”

At the conclusion of the Mass, the attendees migrated to the Parish Center for a reception 
where the number of volunteers swelled to 500. With parish and school staff members 
serving and mingling, the volunteers enjoyed a relaxing and fun-filled evening with snacks, 
refreshments, and fellowship. It was hard to tell who had more fun—the volunteers or 
the clergy and staff who served them! Regardless, it was a memorable evening that left 
everyone looking forward to next year’s event and hoping to make it bigger and better. 
Thank you again to our wonderful volunteers!

St. Michael the Archangel Roman Catholic Parish Community is committed to serving God and 
welcoming him in one another through a firm belief in God’s love. Our mission includes: strengthening 
the presence of God through Word and Sacraments; dedication to stewardship and social justice; and 
ministry to our members and the greater community through acts of Faith, Hope, and Charity. All of 
this is achieved through complete union with the Holy Father and our Bishop of Raleigh.
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Letter from the Pastor
As we approach the end of another fiscal year, I am reminded of how exciting 
and busy our year has been. It has been a year of standout highlights, with both 
our schools and our parish community operating efficiently and effectively. Our 
ministries are continuing to thrive with new ones being added.

However, the thing that stands out most in my mind during my reflection is you, our 
parishioners. In April we had a Volunteer Appreciation Night with a special Mass for 
volunteers followed by a reception in the Parish Center. As I watched that evening 

and witnessed the joyful interaction between our staff and 
volunteers, I was reminded that our volunteers are the 
heart and soul of our parish. Without your involvement and 
generous support, St. Michael would not be the wonderful 
parish that it is today! 

As we look to the future, you can expect us to continue to 
develop new and better ways to enhance your St. Michael 
experience. Recognizing the importance of our youth, we will 

invest more in our youth ministry in the months ahead to energize our youth and 
further develop their leadership skills. Our focus on family will continue as we look to 
strengthen family values as an essential element in living our Catholic faith. 

The quarterly newsletters will be complemented soon by a St. Michael mobile app 
that is currently under development. Later this year, we will begin developing a 
long-range pastoral plan designed to help lead our members to a more intentional
life of stewardship. 

My sixth year at St. Michael is beginning to look even more exciting than the past five. 
I remain thankful for all you do, humbled by your generosity and dedicated to your 
service. May God continue to bless you and your families. 

Monsignor Douglas P. Reed

3rd Annual
Women of Wonder

Conference

Just a few short years ago, in 2012, 
the Women’s Network Ministry 
was formed to provide spiritual 
enrichment, community, and prayer 
among women of St. Michael the 
Archangel Catholic Church. In its 
infancy, this ministry facilitated a 
pivotal study entitled Women of 
Grace, produced by the founder 
of Women of Grace®, Johnnette 
Benkovic. Energized by this two-year
study, the Women’s Network 
Ministry aimed high and hosted the
first ever Women of Wonder (WOW)
Conference with Johnnette as keynote
speaker on August 16, 2014. The 
one-day conference was a huge 
success with hundreds of women 
coming from across North Carolina 
and surrounding states to attend.

Based on the tremendous feedback 
from attendees and with the 
ongoing support of dedicated 
volunteers, the WOW Conference 
has become an annual event 
with top-notch speakers. Our 
2nd conference in 2015 featured 
keynote speaker and author, Lisa 
Hendey. This year, on August 
6, 2016, the event will spotlight 
speaker and author of the book 
Unleashed, Sonja Corbitt, speaking 
on “How to Receive Everything the 
Holy Spirit Wants to Give You.” Also, 
singer-songwriter, Dana Catherine 
will be performing songs from her 
album Glorious Horizons. Tickets for 
this year’s WOW conference will be 
available online and from the Parish 
Office starting in June.

Educating Our Youngest Catholics
St. Michael Preschool – Since 1984

Of the nearly eighty ministries at St. Michael the 
Archangel, one of the most fun, formative, and 
inspirational is our preschool! Established thirty-
two years ago thanks to dedicated parishioners, 
our preschool provides a caring environment 
for children, ages 2–5, to grow socially, mentally, 
emotionally, creatively, and spiritually. Our goal is 
to ensure our preschoolers are well prepared for 
elementary school. 

We provide age-appropriate materials in a play based environment. The 
curriculum for each age level is based on thematic units developed so that 
every child can experience success, and children’s self-initiated investigations 
are encouraged and supported. We believe that children learn best when 
they are in a warm and nurturing environment with clear, consistent, and 
reasonable limits.

Seeing the children during a morning church visit is a wonderful reminder that 
our preschoolers are an integral part of our parish community. They learn the
core Catholic values of respect and service to others through interactions with 
teachers, staff, clergy, and community helpers. They share the joy of giving to
others, participating in community activities such as a Trike-A-Thon for St. Jude’s
Hospital, a toy and clothing drive 
for Catholic Parish Outreach, 
donations to Ronald McDonald 
House and parish events, 
including the Thanksgiving Baskets 
and Jessie Tree projects. Visitors 
are welcome, so please come see 
our preschool and learn more 
about this amazing ministry!

Youthful Disciples – 
Summer Plans

Andrew Abate – 18
Andrew Abate recently graduated 
from Cardinal Gibbons High 
School and has a formative 
plan for the summer. He has 
landed one of the coveted 
summer internships from the 
Cardinal Gibbons High School Business Alliance 
program and will be interning with Freudenberg 
Performance Materials. He’ll wrap up his summer 
with a trip to visit family in NY. Andrew plans 
to study Mechanical Engineering at NC State 
University in the fall.

Ethan Jones – 17
A recent graduate from 
Northwood High School in June, 
Ethan Jones will visit his college 
of choice, Western Carolina 
University with his dad. Then, 
they will fly to Barcelona, Spain, 
for an exciting summer pilgrimage. They will walk 
the Camino de Santiago that pilgrims have walked 
for centuries, visit the tomb of St. James, and the 
world famous Sagrada Familia (Church of the Holy 
Family). Ethan plans to study Chemistry when he 
enters Western Carolina in the fall.

Nick Larkins – 17
Nick Larkins is a rising senior at 
Green Hope High School and is 
delighted to return again this 
summer to the Faithful Servant 
Leadership Institute as a peer 
leader. The experience has been 
beyond good, but rather has revolutionized his 
understanding of Catholicism. “Faithful Servant 
introduced me to, rather than merely telling me 
about, the truth and beauty of Catholicism, an 
experience I will be forever grateful for and pray 
that I may be able to bring to others.” 

Margaret “Meg” Waltersdorf – 21
Meg attends Wake Tech this 
year and is pursuing a certificate 
in Animal Care/Grooming. This 
summer Meg will once again help 
out in the St. Michael Parachute 
with the Angels Vacation Bible 
School, which she has done every year since its 
inception. A week later, she will travel to Charlotte 
with the High School Youth Ministry Group to the 
Catholic Heart Work Camp, a  very special faith 
building experience involving hundreds of young  
Catholics helping others. 
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Stewardship Basics for Everyday Stewards
Just how do we live out stewardship spirituality? Stewardship seems to mean all sorts of things to people. There seem to be 
so many different ideas of how stewardship works, or what it looks like. Some people point to parish service activities, ministry 
fairs, and various fundraisers, as the ways people live out stewardship. But all those things together make up parts of one’s life.  
They are not necessarily a way of life. There are three areas of our lives that we examine for signs of stewardship living that you 
may be familiar with: time, talent, and treasure. But there are three ways, or apostolates, we share these things that you may 
not be familiar with: individual, communal, and everyday.

1) The Individual Apostolate is what a steward does and thinks personally. It involves a person’s prayer life, how he uses his 
 time, talent, and treasure for the glory of God, and the plan he has prepared to fulfill his mission as a disciple.

2) The Communal Apostolate involves the participation of many individual stewards. The community must decide how to 
 use its own time, talent, and treasure, and it must have a vision of how it fulfills its mission as a visible sign of the kingdom 
 of God. Because we are Catholics, a person’s individual apostolate never stands in solitary, away from the communal 
 apostolate, because we are always called to community, the place where we are nourished in the source and summit of 
 our faith, the Mass.

3) The Everyday Apostolate is where the real transformation of a person begins, because it is here in the ordinary instances 
 of life that we are most real before God. The world can observe us in our generosity to others through our individual 
 actions or the actions within a parish community. Only God can observe us in the seemingly mundane aspects of our life.
 Here we try to make every task, great and small, for the glory of God.

Do you have all three apostolates working in your life? The first is where the stewardship journey begins, the second is how 
that journey is sustained, and the third is how one begins to be transformed. Put together your plan of living this way of 
stewardship today!

  — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

As we strive to become 
a parish of intentional 
disciples, it’s always 
good for us to look for 
models and examples 
that we can follow. This 
month particularly, we 
can see in Our Blessed 
Mother a beautiful 
example of stewardship. 

Mary shows us how to be open to the will of God: 
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be
done to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38)—
even though this was not in her five-year plan!

Mary shows us how to be courageous in the face 
of new opportunities: “During those days Mary 
set out and traveled to the hill country in haste 
to a town of Judah” (Luke 1:39)—not an easy trip, 
nor a safe travel route!

Mary shows us how to trust the promises of God: 
“[Mary said]: God has come to the help of his 
[people] Israel; he has remembered His promise 
of mercy to Abraham and his children forever” 
(Luke 1:54-55)—big promises with nothing to 
show for them except the word of Gabriel.
Yet Mary trusted them!

Mary shows us how to have confidence in the 
power of the Holy Spirit who brings about greater 
effects in us than we could ever imagine: “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you” (Luke 1:35)—at
last! Help to fulfill the vocation God has set for her!

So with Mary as our model for discipleship this 
month, may she always help us to be trusting 
partners in God’s plan, and give of ourselves 
generously in service to the Church and the world! 

— Rev. Ryan Elder, Parochial Vicar 

“Nothing will
be impossible

for God!”

- Luke 1:37

Mother Mary – A Model Steward!



ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH  4 5

Stewardship Basics for Everyday Stewards
Just how do we live out stewardship spirituality? Stewardship seems to mean all sorts of things to people. There seem to be 
so many different ideas of how stewardship works, or what it looks like. Some people point to parish service activities, ministry 
fairs, and various fundraisers, as the ways people live out stewardship. But all those things together make up parts of one’s life.  
They are not necessarily a way of life. There are three areas of our lives that we examine for signs of stewardship living that you 
may be familiar with: time, talent, and treasure. But there are three ways, or apostolates, we share these things that you may 
not be familiar with: individual, communal, and everyday.

1) The Individual Apostolate is what a steward does and thinks personally. It involves a person’s prayer life, how he uses his 
 time, talent, and treasure for the glory of God, and the plan he has prepared to fulfill his mission as a disciple.

2) The Communal Apostolate involves the participation of many individual stewards. The community must decide how to 
 use its own time, talent, and treasure, and it must have a vision of how it fulfills its mission as a visible sign of the kingdom 
 of God. Because we are Catholics, a person’s individual apostolate never stands in solitary, away from the communal 
 apostolate, because we are always called to community, the place where we are nourished in the source and summit of 
 our faith, the Mass.

3) The Everyday Apostolate is where the real transformation of a person begins, because it is here in the ordinary instances 
 of life that we are most real before God. The world can observe us in our generosity to others through our individual 
 actions or the actions within a parish community. Only God can observe us in the seemingly mundane aspects of our life.
 Here we try to make every task, great and small, for the glory of God.

Do you have all three apostolates working in your life? The first is where the stewardship journey begins, the second is how 
that journey is sustained, and the third is how one begins to be transformed. Put together your plan of living this way of 
stewardship today!

  — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

As we strive to become 
a parish of intentional 
disciples, it’s always 
good for us to look for 
models and examples 
that we can follow. This 
month particularly, we 
can see in Our Blessed 
Mother a beautiful 
example of stewardship. 

Mary shows us how to be open to the will of God: 
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be
done to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38)—
even though this was not in her five-year plan!

Mary shows us how to be courageous in the face 
of new opportunities: “During those days Mary 
set out and traveled to the hill country in haste 
to a town of Judah” (Luke 1:39)—not an easy trip, 
nor a safe travel route!

Mary shows us how to trust the promises of God: 
“[Mary said]: God has come to the help of his 
[people] Israel; he has remembered His promise 
of mercy to Abraham and his children forever” 
(Luke 1:54-55)—big promises with nothing to 
show for them except the word of Gabriel.
Yet Mary trusted them!

Mary shows us how to have confidence in the 
power of the Holy Spirit who brings about greater 
effects in us than we could ever imagine: “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you” (Luke 1:35)—at
last! Help to fulfill the vocation God has set for her!

So with Mary as our model for discipleship this 
month, may she always help us to be trusting 
partners in God’s plan, and give of ourselves 
generously in service to the Church and the world! 

— Rev. Ryan Elder, Parochial Vicar 

“Nothing will
be impossible

for God!”

- Luke 1:37

Mother Mary – A Model Steward!



Gretchen O’Boyle – Age 76:
“Of all the speakers we have had 
at St. Michael, I was impacted the 
most by Matthew Kelly. Matthew 

Kelly’s presentation was bittersweet.  
I was shocked to hear that 70% of 

Catholics in the US no longer attend 
Mass on Sunday! We all need to 

consider what part we will play to
reach out to those who have become

disengaged from their faith.

Greg Grazen – Age 55:
I thought Matthew Kelly and the 
singer were tremendous! I am so 
glad St. Michael has started doing 

this and hope we continue bringing 
in powerful, inspirational, world-

renowned Catholic speakers for a 
long time to come. He challenges 

me in a special way to want to learn
more about our great faith, to engage

more deeply in my prayer life.

Gavin Allen – Age 15:
“I enjoyed his jokes and how he 

related them to our faith.The three 
ways that we can draw closer to God 

were easy to remember: Journal 
what God is saying to you in Mass; 

go to confession once a month; 
spend fifteen minutes reading the 
Gospels each day. I plan to commit 
to confession once a month…if my 
parents can drive me since I don’t 

have my license yet!” 
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Matthew Kelly brought his “Live 
Every Day with Passion and 
Purpose” event to a packed 
St. Michael the Archangel 
Catholic Church on May 21. He 
brought his own special blend 
of inspiration, evangelization, 
and entertainment in a unique 
message inspired by God and 

the teachings of the Catholic Church. During the four-hour 
program, the attendees from St. Michael and surrounding area 
were stimulated with Matthew’s knowledge, passion, wit, and 
charm, and entertained and inspired by his talented partner, 
musician Eliot Morris. 

Matthew offered simple, yet practical “game-changing” 
challenges to attendees as a foolproof way to help them “make 
a better version of yourself.” He challenged each individual to 
create one “holy moment” each day…and the next, and the 
next. Then two; then three, until we crowd out the habitual sins 
that preoccupy us in our secular society. The combination of 
practical advice, an uncommon knowledge of our Catholic faith, 
and a fun-filled approach to evangelization was a huge hit with 
attendees as was evident in the comments that follow. 

Kelly Inspires and Challenges St. Michael Faithful
Each week we see our fellow parishioners 
praying at Mass or praying silently in our 
church. We hear the Mass “Prayers of the 
Faithful” as we pray for those in need locally 
and throughout the world. But did you 
know that each day, there are members of 
our parish praying for all of us?  

St. Michael the Archangel parish is blessed 
to have so many who have heard their call 
to attend to the Spiritual Works of Mercy 
through various ministries on campus. 
Each month, our Prayer Blanket Ministry 
creates prayer blankets for anyone in need 
of additional comfort. Through the years, 
these blankets have been sent to several 
countries and all throughout the United 
States, affirming that our parish is praying 
for those most in need of prayer. 

A relatively new ministry on campus is our Holy Spirit Prayer Ministry. 
Started by Deacon Patrick Pelkey, this ministry calls upon the Holy Spirit to 
bring comfort, peace, and healing to those needing help. Daily our parish 
prays for specific petitions through our Partners in Prayer Ministry. Utilizing 
email, members receive requests from the parish. Then, at a designated time 
of day, all members offer up a brief prayer for those listed.

Our most visible prayer ministry would be those who pray the rosary, 
following daily Mass. Through these efforts, as well as others such as the 
Centering Prayer Group, the Legion of Mary, and the Pastoral Care Office 
phone calls and Our Lady’s Rosary Makers, we can all rest knowing that 
God is hearing from St. Michael parishioners praying for other St. Michael 
parishioners and all those we love.

Our Journey of Prayer
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Started by Deacon Patrick Pelkey, this ministry calls upon the Holy Spirit to 
bring comfort, peace, and healing to those needing help. Daily our parish 
prays for specific petitions through our Partners in Prayer Ministry. Utilizing 
email, members receive requests from the parish. Then, at a designated time 
of day, all members offer up a brief prayer for those listed.

Our most visible prayer ministry would be those who pray the rosary, 
following daily Mass. Through these efforts, as well as others such as the 
Centering Prayer Group, the Legion of Mary, and the Pastoral Care Office 
phone calls and Our Lady’s Rosary Makers, we can all rest knowing that 
God is hearing from St. Michael parishioners praying for other St. Michael 
parishioners and all those we love.

Our Journey of Prayer
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WHERE DOES YOUR OFFERTORY GO?

Recognizing that we have a beautiful but aging campus, we 
have embarked on a systematic plan to complete several major 
capital projects and, at the same time, anticipate capital needs 
for projects well into the future. In the last two fiscal years, 
we have invested in the areas listed above to maintain and 
enhance the beauty of St. Michael. The Finance Council has 
authorized an additional $500,000 for capital projects in the 
coming year. Thank you for enabling us to keep our campus 
beautiful and to choose more energy efficient solutions.


