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WHAT’S 
INSIDE

St. Michael the Archangel Roman Catholic Parish Community is committed to serving God and 
welcoming him in one another through a firm belief in God’s love. Our mission includes: strengthening 
the presence of God through Word and Sacraments; dedication to stewardship and social justice; and 
ministry to our members and the greater community through acts of Faith, Hope, and Charity. All of 
this is achieved through complete union with the Holy Father and our Bishop of Raleigh.
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RESOURCES TO SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS
Have you checked out the new “Resources” 
tab on the St. Michael parish website? Be 
prepared if you decide to make your first 
visit. You may find it will take several hours, 
if not days, to explore the resources that 
are available in this new section of our 
website! 

Looking for a good spiritual book to 
read over the holidays? How about an 
inspirational video or study series? Need 
ideas for strengthening your Catholic faith 
or finding more ways to expand your faith 
journey? All of this and more is available in 
our new “Resources” section.

You’ll find a list of faith-based books that 
are favorites of our pastor, staff and/
or parishioners, many considered game 
changers and some New York Times 
Bestsellers. There are several links to 
videos in FORMED, an exciting online 
web-based digital repository of Catholic 
content, available 24/7 from anywhere in 
the world. If you want to read the most 
recent St. Michael Stewardship Report, or 
compare it to prior years’ reports, they are 
stored here. And you will enjoy our most 
recent addition, the St. Michael Pinterest 

boards. There are multiple categories 
with recommended resources that will 
expand over time with use and suggested 
additions from parishioners like you. The 
current categories include Adult Faith 
Formation, Teen Faith Formation, Family 
Resources, Preschool Resources and many 
more. Visit our website again for the first 
time. We think you’ll find it has lots to keep 
you engaged in your faith and coming back 
for more!
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Letter From The Pastor
It’s hard to believe that Christmas is upon us and we 
are already halfway through fiscal year 2017-2018! 
With the new year just ahead and my 7th anniversary 
at St. Michael shortly thereafter, I have been reflecting 
a lot on our faith journey together. We have focused 
much of our effort on the building blocks 
required to create a parish of intentional 
disciples. We’ve expanded our faith 
formation offerings for youth, young adults 
and adults. We’ve invested in our Youth 
Ministry and licensed a digital treasure chest 
of Catholic content with FORMED. It includes 
books, movies, parish programs, bible 
studies, audio dramas and more. Free to all 
St. Michael parishioners!

We’ve enhanced our communications efforts and are 
learning more about how to reach our parishioners 
and their families at church, at home and around the 

world. We are just scratching the surface with our 
mobile app, digital information technology and our 
Livestream system. We have just recently released our 
Parish Long Range Plan that outlines our roadmap 
for the next three years based on the input you, 

our parishioners, provided through your 
participation in our online survey and listening 
sessions in early 2017.

In this issue of Our Journey Together, you 
will notice a theme of Evangelization, a 
logical activity for intentional disciples. Many 
Catholics aren’t comfortable with the notion 
of evangelization, but as Pope Francis said 
recently, “The work of evangelization belongs 

to all people.” I look forward to sharing yet another 
chapter in our mutual faith journey.

The work of 
evangelization 
belongs to all 

people.

—Pope Francis

Monsignor Douglas P. Reed
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A topic that is causing a lot of buzz around the Catholic 
Church today is evangelization. Pope Francis has been 
a strong advocate and has reinforced this message 
by appointing 1,000 priests worldwide to be full time 
evangelists for the Catholic Church. Fr. Jim Sichko, who 
has done two parish missions at St. Michael in the last 
several years is one of those evangelists. 

However, when it comes to evangelization, many 
Catholics feel like they have two left feet. If you’re one 
of these reluctant evangelists, read on and you’ll find 
some helpful tips that will lessen your angst. First, a 
definition. Evangelization is the proclamation of the 
good news of Jesus Christ, inviting everyone to believe 
in Him and therefore become His disciple. Hmmm, …
sounds like what Monsignor Doug has been talking 
about for the last few years. So, what about those 
helpful tips, huh?

1. LISTEN: The task of evangelizing can seem 
overwhelming. However, the Holy Spirit has everything 
planned. All we need to do is listen and be ready 
and willing to follow His directions. God sends us 
opportunities to share our faith every day. 

2. LEARN: The more we study and learn about our 
Catholic faith, the more we will know and appreciate 

about the genius of Catholicism. Knowledge of our 
Catholic faith will enable us to have more confident 
control over our lives. 

3. SHARE: Listening for the Holy Spirit in our lives 
and learning more about our Catholic faith will lead 
us to a new-found comfort and a desire to share 
our knowledge and discuss our relationship with 
Jesus Christ with those around us. When we fully 
comprehend that Jesus Christ died on the cross for 
our sins, it becomes far easier to share our beliefs with 
others; and that’s evangelization!

Now, with the help of this simple approach to 
evangelization, in the words of female country singer, 
Lee Ann Womack, the next time the Holy Spirit speaks 
to you, “promise me that you’ll give faith a fighting 
chance, and when you get the choice to sit it out or 
dance, I hope you dance!”

EVANGELIZATION
I Hope You Dance

Promise me that you’ll give faith
a fighting chance, and when you

get the choice to sit it out or
dance, I hope you dance! 

—Lee Ann Womack
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STEWARDSHIP BASICS FOR EVERYDAY STEWARDS

So be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and
handed himself over for us as a sacrificial offering to God for a fragrant aroma.

Ephesians 5:1-2

Have you ever heard of Wolfgang Beltracchi? For decades he created forgeries of 
works from the most famous painters in history and he made millions doing it. He 
was so talented in creating them that many of his creations were hanging, and may 
even hang to this day, in museums and art galleries around the globe. Experts cannot 
even tell the difference, and this has led to an inability to verify and then appraise 
pieces of art all over the world. The risk for the appraiser is too high since they might 
get it wrong. Beltracchi claims to have made one mistake, using the wrong paint on 
a painting, which then led to his arrest and conviction. After serving 18 months of a 6 
year jail sentence, he continues to create original art and write books in order to help 
pay for all the lawsuits currently against him.

There is no question about the immorality of lying and cheating in this manner. 
However, can you even imagine being able to create an imitation of something so 
close to the original that no one could tell the difference? Someone not familiar 
with the original could be easily fooled. But to fool so-called experts would be quite 
amazing.

Saint Paul wrote to the Ephesians and encouraged them to be imitators of Jesus 
Christ, by living in love and sacrificing their very selves. Can you imagine imitating 
Jesus so closely that people only see Him when they look at you? The term Christian 
means to put on Christ. We are to be Jesus Christ to the world, leaving Mass where we 
have consumed Him in the Eucharist so we can be more like Him. Everyday Stewards 
are called to give more like Christ, share more like Christ, and love more like Christ. 
It is no crime to imitate Jesus Christ, but instead, a sin not to try.

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Imitating Jesus
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#ThatWasEasy 

Sound easy enough? With all the tools that are available to us, 
why shouldn’t we harness the power of technology in the name 
of spreading the word of God? Start on a small, personal level and 
see how far it can go! Let’s help the Good News go viral!

1. Follow our Facebook Page

2. Follow our Instagram account

3. Follow our Pinterest Boards

4. Follow our Twitter Feed

5. Get to know our Parish website and what we offer

6. Download the St. Michael mobile app

7. Share our Facebook posts or Tweets on your social 

 media feed or share with a friend

8. Show your friend or neighbor our Parish Website 

 Resource Page

9. Share one of our Faith Formation events with your 
 friends on Facebook

10. Repeat steps 7-10

In 2017, information is more easily accessed 
than ever before… just as close as your 
fingertips. How often do you think that 
you look at your phone during the day? 
According to Pew Research Center, if you’re 
like the average American, you may look at 
your phone upwards of 46 times a day. Are 
you shocked? You shouldn’t be. With more 
than 4 billion people worldwide using the 
internet (yes, that’s billion, with a B), over 
80% of people access the world-wide web 
and social media sites via their smartphones. 
Given how much time we spend on our 
smartphones, it is plausible to expect that 
they will affect our attitudes, thoughts and 
behaviors, but also the way we interact with 
others and share ideas. 

In this age of information, idea sharing, 
online connections, and communities, 
why not use the tool in your pocket as a 
way to evangelize… especially if the idea 
of traditional evangelizing makes you a bit 
nervous. Let’s talk about how our Parish is 
making this easier than ever. 
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Often, when we think of 
missionaries the thoughts 
that come to mind are 
that of a select few, 

carefully chosen souls, travelling 
to the ends of the world armed 
with conviction and unrelenting 
faith. The reality is, as followers of 
Christ, we are all on a mission to 
spread the Gospel, even if it’s not 
in distance countries or remote 
villages. Being a Missionary requires 
only a love of Christ and a desire to 
serve. 

At St. Michael the Archangel we 
have various teams of individuals 
spreading the Gospel by their 
works of charity. Below are just few 
examples of missionaries in our 
midst in just the past 3 months:

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY 
JustFaith participants packaged 
10,000 meals as part of the Rise 
Against Hunger Movement.

PARISH WIDE INITIATIVE 
As part of the Annual Thanksgiving 
Basket Project, students at STMS, 
elementary and high school Faith 
Formation students collected 
donations toward nearly 500 
Thanksgiving meals to families in 
our local community. 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
400 middle and high school 
students, as part of the Rise Against 

Hunger movement, prepared 
30,000 meals to be shipped to 
people in need in countries such as 
Haiti, Guatemala and Mexico. They 
set up tables, hauled large bags 
of dried goods and packaged the 
goods. Many of the contributions 
were made by teens who earned 
and donated their own money. 

St. Michael the Archangel has 
long been an active participant in 
the mission to eliminate hunger 
globally and locally. As followers 
of Christ, we are called to model 
our lives around the Corporal 
Works of Mercy. Our parishioners 
are a tremendous testimony of 
commitment and generosity to 
“feeding the hungry” both here in 
our community and throughout 
the world. This holiday season, let 
us be thankful for all that God has 
provided, and pray that someday, 
our efforts to fight world hunger will 
no longer be needed. 

Missionaries at Work
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Do you have a mentor? What would it be like to have or 
to be a faith mentor? When we think about it, a mentor 
is someone who is committed to helping us make 
decisions, to navigate the ups and downs of life with 
grace. Sometimes we have a formal relationship with a 
mentor, at school or work for instance. These mentors 
have a designated role, and often the relationship has a 
time limit, for the duration of a course or for the first year 
in a new job, for example. In this context, a mentor has a 
particular focus, whether it be the subject of a course of 
study or the ins and outs of the workplace. At other times, 
however, we develop a friendship with someone who is 
willing to share his or her wisdom or learning with us in an 
informal way. A faith mentor could be someone who helps 
us to apply faith principles to our everyday lives, to bridge 
Sunday to every day. 

The thing about mentoring is that both people in the 
mentoring relationship have something to offer. The 
“mentor” is recognized as a source of encouragement, 
help, or understanding. The “mentee,” the one who is 
being mentored, also has something to offer: openness 
to listening, sharing of experiences, insight into life, work 
and service. Mentoring is at its best when both people in 
the relationship are good stewards of their gifts, talents, 
time and attention. Perhaps this is the true goal of a good 
faith-mentoring relationship: journeying in faith together 
as our “best selves.” To “be our best self” is to be a good 
steward of all we are. When we do this, our lives are filled 
with meaning and purpose, we grow in relationship with 
God and others, and faith comes to life.

 — Leisa Anslinger

STEWARDSHIP FOR 
THE YOUNG ADULT

Growing in God
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