
My Brothers and Sisters,  

 

We are faced with a most unusual set of circumstances where our need for God’s grace 

is so great and yet we are unable to gather together as a community for worship. We 

must unite in prayer, knowing that God hears us and will answer according to His will. 

Let us not lose heart but grow stronger in our faith and dedication in spite of the         

adversities we are presently facing. 

 

This weekend we will observe Palm Sunday, celebrating the triumphant entry of Jesus 

into the city of Jerusalem. He is greeted with enthusiasm by the crowds who will later 

turn against Him and condemn Him. 

 

Normally on Palm Sunday we would all carry palms in procession and have them 

blessed. The faithful would take them home and display them prominently as a sign of 

their faith. This year however, due to circumstances beyond our control we have to make 

some adjustments to our celebration, the already blessed palms are available for pick up 

from 9AM to 2PM in the church front entrance. I encourage all of you to follow the 

reading of the Passion and reflect on it as though you were present in church. Mass will 

be broadcast as usual. 

 

This year we will celebrate the events of Holy Week by connecting everyone in the       

Diocese by electronic means. Bishop Noonan will celebrate the liturgies at the           

Cathedral for broadcast on the Diocesan website. I encourage everyone who can to join 

in solidarity with all the Parishes in the Diocese and participate in these most sacred 

liturgies. On Easter Sunday morning I will celebrate mass here at Saint John Neumann. 

The mass will be streamed live on Facebook and will be available on the Parish website 

afterward.  

 

Please be assured of my continued prayer for you and your families as we persevere 

during these different and difficult times.   

 

Yours in Christ,  

 

Fr. Jarek Sztybel 


