
Dear Parishioners,  
 
It is that time of the year again, when we celebrate Thanksgiving, the official beginning of 
the Holiday Season. Many people travel great distances just to be together and reflect on all 
that has happened since they were together last Thanksgiving. Although there is no             
obligation to do so, many families will attend Mass on that day to give thanks to God for the 
many blessings they have received during the year. 
 
Some may find Thanksgiving difficult this year due to the current pandemic which has                
affected the lives and routines of all of us. Never before have we been afraid to hug those 
we love or have had to wear a mask and maintain a six-foot separation from one another. 
Many families may not be together because of the risk of exposure to the virus. 
 
The pandemic has caused us to be apart from members of our church family. Yet in spite of 
all the negativity, Mass was celebrated every day and thanks to modern technology our 
community was able to participate by electronic means and maintain some degree of                 
connectivity. 
  
As you make your holiday preparations, please be mindful of someone you know who might 
be alone and reach out with a card or a phone call to express your care and concern. Some of 
our church members are still maintaining their distance for health reasons and we need to 
assure them that they are in our prayers and not forgotten. If each one of us tried to reach 
out to just one person who may feel disconnected because of the pandemic, we could make 
a huge difference in the life of that person. Remember that whatever you do for others, you 
do for the Lord. 
 
Know that I am thankful for all of you, and I am proud to shepherd this wonderful                          
community. As we move from Thanksgiving right into Advent, let us begin to prepare our 
hearts and minds for the season.  
 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!! 

Yours in Christ,  
 
Fr. Jarek Sztybel 


