
WHY IS IT SO IMPORTANT FOR SPONSORS TO BE REGISTERED IN A PARISH? 

 Parish membership is an indication that we take our faith seriously.  The early Church 

understood the importance of a communal identity in Christ and the Faith was spread because 

the Apostles formed communities-churches-in various cities.  The community was charged with 

carrying on the work of Jesus and spreading the Good News.  They relied on one another for 

support in difficult times, both spiritual and material support.  St. Luke wrote:  “They devoted 

themselves to the teaching of apostles and to the communal life, to the breaking of the bread 

and to the prayers.”  (Acts of the Apostles 2:42)  Therefore, from the very beginning, communal 

identity was foundational to being a Christian. 

 In fact, the Catechism of the Catholic Church quotes St. John Chrysostom:  “You cannot 

pray at home as at church, where there is a great multitude, where exclamations are cried out 

to God as from one great heart and where there is something more:  the union of minds, the 

accord of souls, the bond of charity, the prayers of the priests.” (#2179)  Parish life helps 

nourish our faith and gives us the means to continue to grow in faith. 

 Church law states that for a person to be a sponsor they must be at least 16 years of 

age, Catholic and fully initiated (having received the sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and 

Confirmation), and living a life of faith that gives witness to this initiation (#874).  Being a 

member of a parish faith community connects us to the life of the Church and allows us to 

witness to our initiation.  Particular law of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee states that it is the 

responsibility of every adult Catholic 18 years and older to be certain they are registered in the 

parish of the territory in which they have residence or in a parish of personal choice; they are to 

look to that parish for all their spiritual needs, such as Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Anointing 

at times of illness, etc.  Each parish keeps a formal listing of all registered members as this is a 

practical necessity for efficient functioning. 

 If we are disconnected from parish life, then to what do we witness?  How can we 

sponsor someone into something that we do not believe in or participate in?  Giving authentic 

witness means that we live what we say we believe. 

IF YOU DON’T BELONG TO A PARISH, WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

 You may take this opportunity to register at the Catholic parish where you most frequently worship.  If 

the priest is familiar with your attendance and your participation, he may be willing to sign the sponsor 

certificate;                                                                                                                  

 Or if you have recently changed locations, you may wish to contact your former parish and ask if the 

priest would be willing to sign your certificate.  At the same time, you’ll want to register as a member at 

the parish nearest your new location or register in the alternate parish you’ve chosen. 



Suggestions for Sponsors 
 

Thank you for agreeing to serve as a Confirmation sponsor.  We are grateful for your 
participation, guidance and support. 

A Confirmation sponsor is a confirmed Catholic Christian who celebrates the Eucharist 
frequently and who continually tries to live a Christian life.  While in the past the role of the 
sponsor was mainly honorary, today a sponsor is expected to help the candidate to prepare for 
the celebration of the sacrament of Confirmation.  The Sponsor is also expected to take a 
lifelong interest in the candidate, helping him/her to live faithfully as a Christian. 

Since adolescence is a unique time of rapid personal development, it is important to be 
particularly sensitive to your candidate’s needs throughout the Confirmation preparation.  This 
is a special time for the candidates to grow in faith and in their participation in the faith 
community. 

 
Here are some suggestions for ways that you can share your faith with your candidate: 

➢ Make an effort to spend some time together, even if only on the telephone.  Talk 
with the candidate about his or her goals in life, values and hopes for the future. 

➢ Encourage the candidate to pray daily, go to Mass weekly and work to become a 
better Christian person. 

➢ Be a good listener, be available and supportive when your candidate needs to talk 
about his or her problems and struggles. 

➢ Share parish activities with your candidate, especially those which are part of 
Confirmation preparation.   

➢ Help your candidate with homework, service projects or transportation needs if 
possible. 

➢ Become a regular part of your candidate’s life by spending time together at a movie, 
concert or athletic event.  

➢ Take time to share the stories of how God has been present in your life.  Mention 
God’s guidance and support in your relationships, education and family life. 

➢ Pray daily for your candidate, and if possible, pray with the young person from time 
to time. 

➢ Make an intentional effort to nurture your own faith.  This reinforces the lifelong 
nature of our relationship with God.  Also, your authentic Christian witness is a gift 
to the candidate that invites him or her to choose the same Christian life. 

➢ Give your candidate a religious gift.  Present him or her with a personal copy of the 
Bible, a book of the lives of the saints, a book of daily prayers or other spiritual 
readings, a crucifix, or religious wall décor.   The gift will be more personal if it has 
special meaning for you. 

➢ Maintain communication with your candidate after Confirmation and encourage him 
or her to be involved in youth ministry and parish life. 

 


