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Share your ideas!

DEFINE!

Importance 
of Hospitality 

and 
Community 

Building

Present 
concrete 

ideas



One who receives God’s gifts 
gratefully, cherishes and tends 

them in a responsible and 
accountable manner, 

shares them with justice and 
love with others, and 

returns them with 
increase to the Lord.

Stewardship:  A Disciple’s Response 
A Pastoral Letter on Stewardship

USCCB.org



It is not about…

giving because the Church has needs

getting people to fill our ministries

fulfilling some obligation to avoid guilt

keeping up with our neighbors



It is about…
understanding everything is a 
Gift from God
knowing that God has given us 
these gifts for which to care
being aware that He expects us 
to generously share these gifts 
out of gratitude!



4. Emphasize stewardship in all parish 
formation and education programs

1. Be a welcoming parish
2. Appoint a stewardship 

council
3. Include stewardship as vital 

part of parish plan



5. Provide the opportunity for lay 
witness presentations

6. Encourage parishioners to 
make a pledge

7. Communicate with 
parishioners on stewardship

8. Remember, good stewardship 
starts in the parish house



Best Practices in Parish Stewardship
By Charles Zech



the first step 
to

Welcome/
Hospitality



The quality or disposition of 
receiving and treating guests and 
strangers in a warm, friendly, 
generous way.  Dictionary.com



The CHURCH’S Primary Mission
The great commission:  

Matthew  28:19-20



Hospitality is not an option.

One of the pillars
of stewardship

We are called to 
follow the way of
Christ



God's two greatest commandments are to 
love God and love others. To love everyone 
equally is a true sign of our love for God and 
our desire to live Christ-like. Hospitality is 
known as entertaining and welcoming in 
guests or visitors. It is a genuine way to show 
love for others! Jesus tells us in Matthew 
25:40 that whatever we do for the least of 
people, we do for him.





Take a look at your                      
parish property
Parking/Parking                 
attendants
Police officers on site



Adequate signage



Be Welcoming
Greeters/podium
Welcome Desk





Offer nursery during Mass 
Have staff, Pastoral Council or 
Welcome Committee at the Mass



Home visits or one on one 
meetings
Recognize new parishioners at 
Masses
Sponsor families who partner with 
new parishioners
Newcomers basket or packet
Youth Minister contacts teens



Welcome letter and stewardship 
materials sent out immediately
Welcome calls from Pastor &/or 
Parish Council 
Welcome new parishioners in 
bulletin monthly
New Parishioner Receptions







To attract and hold fast
To become involved
To bind, as by pledge Dictionary.com



Community 
Hospitality



The idea of community comes from the 
sense of responsibility we have for each 
other. In the Bible, God encourages us 

to take care of our brethren while 
following the word of the Lord. 

We must remember the importance of 
maintaining the connection with our 

fellow man to ensure a thriving 
community.



For I was hungry and you fed me, 
I was thirsty and you gave me something 

to drink,
I was a stranger and you invited me in,
I needed clothes and you clothed me, 

I was sick and you looked after me, 
I was in prison and you came to visit me.





Host community building events:
International days
Potluck/Lenten Soup dinners
Receptions for special events



Holiday celebrations



Coffee and donuts/bagels after 
Mass
Pancake breakfasts



Parish festivals or picnics
Parish Feast Day 
celebrations



Youth Ministry – MS and HS
Young Adults -20-30’s
Small Groups – Adult all types
Young at Heart – 55+



Guys Doing Stuff
Echoes



Fireside Chats

Coffee and 
Conversation



Volunteer appreciation events



Stewardship Committee serving the 
volunteers



Get creative – use Pintrest or other sites for ideas



Blessing of the animals



Team building or leadership 
workshops
Ice cream socials



Meal packaging event
Habitat for Humanity



Vacation Bible Study



Use all of your communication 
tools – Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter, Parish App, e-newsletter, 
Bulletin.
Frequent homilies about 
importance of being a welcoming 
community
Offer parish training sessions 
about hospitality



New ideas!

DEFINE!

Importance 
of Hospitality 

and 
Community 

Building

Present 
concrete 

ideas



It’s not about HOW MUCH 
you do, but HOW MUCH LOVE  

you put into what you do 
that counts!

Saint Teresa of Calcutta
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