
The Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord 

16 May 2021 

Dear Parishioners of St. Margaret Mary, 

Several weeks ago, Bishop Vasquez released a pastoral letter indicating that the Temporary Protocols for the 

Celebration of the Sacraments and the temporary dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation will both be 

rescinded effective next Sunday, 23 May, the Solemnity of Pentecost.  As your priests, we joyfully invite you 

back to Sunday Mass, where we are nourished by Word and Sacrament. 

Since we resumed the public celebration of Mass in May 2020, we have undertaken efforts to promote health and 

safety while persevering in our fundamental responsibility to worship God.  We are grateful for your cooperation 

and generosity over the past year as we have navigated the turbulent waters of this stressful and dynamic situation. 

We recognize that some of you may still have particular concerns as the dispensation and protocol are rescinded, 

so we offer the following guidance and instruction which will take effect on Pentecost. 

1. Facemasks and social distancing will be optional in most of the church building.  However, in the two 

sections of the church closest to the Blessed Sacrament Chapel facemasks will be required.  Please 

do not sit in these two sections without a facemask.  There will be signage in place by way of reminder. 

 

2. We will resume our customary offertory practices of passing the collection basket and presenting the 

gifts. 

 

3. Holy Communion will be distributed according to the pre-pandemic custom.  You may present yourself 

to receive Holy Communion either on the hand or on the tongue.  However, in the two sections where 

facemasks are required, Holy Communion will only be distributed on the hand. 

 

4. Holy Water will again be available in the stoups; holy water is a sacramental and one is not obliged to 

make use of it. 

 

5. Our final Sunday of live streaming Masses will be Pentecost Sunday.  After this date, if your situation is 

such that you are unable to participate in Mass in person, we invite you to tune into those Masses that 

are professionally broadcast. 

 

We are proud of the many and various efforts and diligence that have allowed us to safely celebrate the 

Sacraments, provide virtual religious education, and resume a number of ministries in-person.  We are also 

grateful for your incredible financial generosity over the past year which has helped us offset the detrimental 

effects of the pandemic and assisted us in responding to the significant damage caused by Winter Storm Uri. 

As we press forward in the work and life of parish ministry, we remain hopeful that as the tides of the pandemic 

recede and our buildings are reconstructed, we will be able to resume the full scope of activities and service by 

which we build up the Body of Christ and further the Gospel in Cedar Park and Leander.  Assuring you of our 

prayers, we remain 

Sincerely Yours in Christ, 

Rev. Luis Alberto Caceres, Pastor 

Rev. Henry Carter Finch, Parochial Vicar 


