
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Solemnity of the Resurrection of the Lord 

12 April 2020 

 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, 

The Lord is risen, alleluia!  He is truly risen, alleluia!  Easter greetings to all of you, scattered throughout our 

community, faithfully celebrating Our Lord’s triumph over sin and death in your homes.  Like many of you, I 

am saddened that we are not able to gather to celebrate the Eucharist on this most joyous of feasts.  Yet while 

Easter has undoubtedly dawned tainted with sadness this year, the challenging circumstances of global 

pandemic have underscored all the more clearly that this earthly life is not Heaven.  The world that has placed 

all its hope in unrestrained human progress and the possibility of conquering nature has been thrown off balance 

by the advance of the coronavirus.  The fragility of the human condition has stood out very clearly.  We are not 

gods.  We are creatures, and fallen creatures at that, in need of redemption. 

Circumstances such as those we are experiencing now are strangely providential reminders of the importance of 

the virtue of hope.  Hope is the virtue by which we cling to the good things promised us by the Lord in the 

certainty that they are attainable by the power of His grace.  Hope enables us to live as pilgrims in this world, 

seeking the eternal delights of Heaven.  Hope enables us to confront the fact that we are sinners in need of a 

Savior with quiet trust.  Hope strengthens us to persevere in the face of adversity and uncertainty because we 

know this is not all there is.  The Lord’s victory over sin and death is the grounds for our hope.  The Passion, 

Death, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ are the definitive sign and new testament by which we are set free to 

live as children of our Heavenly Father. 

The Lord’s conquest of sin and death through the Cross is also invites us to recall that whenever the Lord 

permits evil, it is only because He is able to draw from it.  In his letter to the Romans, St. Paul reminds us that 

the Lord’s ways are inscrutable and His ways mysterious (Romans 11:33).  It is not especially fruitful spiritually 

for us to try to guess why God allows certain natural evils to occur, and it is even less fruitful to presume that 

He is intending to punish us.  However, it is very fruitful for us to remember that there is no evil more powerful 

than the Lord of All.  If the Father could bring about the salvation of the world by the suffering and death of His 

Son, then He is certainly quite capable of drawing good out of our present circumstances.  I would like to 

propose that God is asking us to play a part in that transformation.  After all, we Christians are the instruments 

of the Lord’s work here on earth, His missionaries.  It is up to us to make the most of difficult and sometimes 

even frightening circumstances.  Like the disciples who went forth in the face of persecution to proclaim the 

Easter message of salvation, it is our turn to preach with renewed fervor and hope to a world confused, lost, and 

afraid.  It is our turn to declare with St. Mary Magdalene that we have seen the Lord (John 20:18).  It is our turn 

to accompany the confused and doubtful as Our Lord Himself accompanied the men on the road to Emmaus 

(Luke 24:13-35).  It is our turn to boldly and confidently declare that sin and death will not have the last word.  

It is our turn to be joyful witnesses to the Resurrected Lord, to bear the Light that has shone in the darkness to 

every corner of our world (John 1).  Happy Easter! 

In Christ, 

Fr. Finch 

 



 

“Christ is Risen, and you, o death, are annihilated! Christ is Risen, and the evil ones are cast down! Christ is 

Risen, and the angels rejoice! Christ is Risen, and life is liberated!  Christ is Risen, and the tomb is emptied of 

its dead; for Christ having risen from the dead, is become the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep. To 

Him be Glory and Power forever and ever. Amen!” – St. John Chrysostom, Easter Sermon, c. 400 AD 


