
 

            March 27, 2020 

Brothers and sisters of St Matthew, 

I wanted to reach out and thank all of you for your continued support and prayers during this time of such 
uncertainty and give you a few words on the state of our St Matthew Community. 

In meeting with our Administrative Council on Thursday morning, March 26, 2020, we discussed a number of 
critical topics and I felt you needed to be informed as our decisions impact the entire parish including our parishioners 
and school families as well as our many staff members. We will be meeting twice per month for the foreseeable future 
due to the volatility of the changing world around us. 

Without parishioners filling our pews, we are experiencing a challenge with having only 21% of our normal weekly 
collections coming to us through our online giving program, called WeShare. As we tighten our belts and follow 
Archdiocesan guidelines to keep our staff paid, we have closed the office doors, turned off the heat and discharged any 
contractual staff to minimize expenditures. We realize this has placed a huge burden on our community as we must 
postpone or cancel our masses, weddings, funerals, baptisms, quinceañeras and receptions. We are counting on your 
continued faithful giving to maintain salaries and essentials that allow St. Matthew to be the basecamp for so many vital 
ministries. You may mail your contributions to the church or use the link below for online giving. We will be processing 
your contributions promptly as usual.  

 https://stmatthewhillsboro.weshareonline.org/ 

As a matter of convenience, you may set up your profile to donate on a recurring basis. Given the open-ended nature of 
our current situation, using the recurring alternative will allow you to continue meeting your regularly anticipated 
weekly gift without revisiting the site multiple times each month. 

Our school and teachers have earned a much needed week long vacation during Spring Break, but will be hard at it on 
Tuesday, teaching our K-8 students using online tools that they have had in place since Governor Brown closed all public 
teaching facilities through April 28. 2020. Our principal, Lesley Lindell, and her dedicated staff are prepared to continue 
delivering a quality education to all the K-8 students. Given the circumstances, our Pre-School and After-School 
Programs are shuttered temporarily, and we are doing all we can to keep staff busy with many items on a long-ignored 
to-do list. School parents have been directed to keep tuition payments coming in and to contact the office if they need 
assistance. 

Our Raising the Roof ~ Protecting Our Future capital campaign and the dedicated members of our parish committed to 
this time-critical project have been enjoying a huge outpouring of support in both your many prayers as well as pledges 
that will ensure we complete this project during the summer as planned. We see new pledges every day through your 
generosity and obvious dedication to maintaining and improving our facilities. Thank you to all who have already made a 
pledge and the many of you who have yet to be contacted regarding a gift, by one of our cadre of solicitors. 

Our staff and many volunteers have truly risen to the occasion to continue to serve our students and parishioners, both 
academically and spiritually during this time of crisis. May we all draw on the strength and wisdom of our faith to remain 
steadfast in our collaboration and support of one another as  

St Matthew, One Community Growing in Christ. 

May the peace of Christ reign in your hearts! 

Fr Lucio Villalobos, MSpS 


