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Little Knights 14 

December Menu 15 

  

 5th– Faculty Meeting 

 6th—School Confessions 
St. Nick Party @ 1:15 

 10th—G/B Basketball at 
Hayes Center  - Boys at 
2:00 p.m./Girls at 3:30 p.m. 

 11th—Rotary will bring 
dictionaries to 3rd Grade 

 Feast of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe 

 13th—PK—8th Christmas 
Music Program @ 7:00 
p.m. 

 18th—Spelling Bee 4th—
8th Grades in the gym @ 
1:15 p.m. 

 19th– Los Posadas (Pg. 6) 

 20th—End of 2nd Quarter 
K—5 Parties @ Noon 

School dis-
misses at 
1:00 

Volume 2018 –19 Issue 2 

During the weekend of 
Veterans Day I watched 
the end of the movie 
about Chris Kyle, enti-
tled: “American Sniper.”  
In those scenes Chris is 
struggling to adjust to 
civilian life and his fami-

ly after a long and distinguished career as a 
Navy Seal sniper.  Now Chris is talking to a 
counselor or psychologist.  Chris is in denial 
mode. 
 
When he does reveal that he is missing mak-
ing a valuable contribution, the counselor or 
psychologist tells Chris to just walk down 
any of the hallways at this VA hospital and he 
can do a lot for the wounded vets and him-
self.  The next scene shows Chris interacting 
with a group of vets regarding their service 
and their rehab from various traumatic inju-
ries. 
 
FOX News channel during the Veterans Day 
weekend aired an interview on Fox Nation 
with four distinguished vets, all now retired 
from active duty.  But the point they all made 
is what Chris Kyle discovered.  All four com-
mented that they found their peace and 
meaning once again by serving others. (The 
show which aired on Nov. 11, 2018 was enti-
tled, Modern Warriors: A Veterans Day Spe-
cial.  Decorated veterans Marcus Luttrell, 
Rob O’Neill, Dakota Meyer and Sean Parnell 
share their war stories and what Veterans 
Day means to them.) 
 
Retired Navy Seal Rob O’Neill reflecting on 
his military career and civilian life said it 
well:  “On the mission to bring Osama bin 
Laden to justice, despite being asked to do 
what many believed to be impossible, we 
epitomized teamwork and accomplished our 
objective.”That’s how I found myself in Osa-
ma bin Laden’s bedroom, because I arrived 
on the shoulders of giants.” 
 

“Make no mistake about it, my team (along 
with many other men and women) got me to 
where I was on the fateful night.  The CIA 
agent who connected the dots.  The leader-

ship who planned and authorized the mis-
sion.  The men and women who built the 
scale replicas of the compound.  The heli-
copter pilots who ensured the mission didn’t 
end in disaster.  All of the SEALS who 
cleared the compound.  The point man who 
led the way to bin Laden’s room.  And every-
one else who contributed in between.  They 
are all giants to me.” 
 
“Now it’s time for my next mission.  Helping 
veterans and their families.  I find myself in a 
unique situation, with a platform others do 
not have.  I don’t know why I have it, but my 
plan is to use it to do as much as I can for oth-
ers.”   (www.robertjoneill.com/
RobertJONeill_Mission.html.  Taking Care of 
Those Who Took Care of Me.) 
 

The experiences, life lessons, heroics and 
sacrifices of these vets are humbling and 
inspiring.  The lessons from these heroic 
veterans lead me to consider the infinite lov-
ing, self-sacrifice of Jesus Christ.   
God’s infinite love should bring us to our 
knees in awe and worship.  Reflecting on the 
infinite sacrifice of Jesus can lead us to 
deeper trust in God.  This trust can empower 
us to serve others and give glory to Jesus 
Christ.  As Christians we have a unique mis-
sion to serve Jesus as we serve those 
around us.  As the lives of countless saints 
testify, a life lived for others to serve Jesus is 
a life filled with true joy.  
 

Gratitude to God is a key to the spiritual life.  
Practice discussing with your family each 
day the blessings of the day.  Gratitude leads 
to deeper trust in Jesus, which empowers us 
to live a more sacrificially loving life. 
 

Those heroic veterans give a great example 
of how this works.  A life lived for others for 
love of Jesus is very fulfilling.  A life lived for 
just ourselves is a dark lonely place. 
 

Know Jesus, Know Joy.  No Jesus, No Joy. 
 

 
   
 
 

A Message from Father Gary Brethour 

December, 2018 

http://www.robertjoneill.com/RobertJONeill_Mission.html
http://www.robertjoneill.com/RobertJONeill_Mission.html
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          CHRISTMAS VACATION NO SCHOOL 

December 2018 

November 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

January 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 24 26 27 28 

29 28 29 30 31   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  
 

    

 

   

 

2 First Sunday 

of Advent 

 

 

3 4  5  Faculty  

Meeting 3:35 pm 

 

 

6  School  

Confessions 

Feast of St. 

Nicholas 

St. Nick Party at 

1:15 pm 

7   1st Friday  

 

7 pm  - Midnight  

Adult Eucharistic 

Adoration 

8  Feast of 

Immaculate  

Conception  

 

 

9  Second Sunday 

of Advent 

10  Basketball @ 

HC/Maywood            

G-2:00 / B-3:30 pm 

11  McCook Rotary 

to visit 3rd Grade 

and bring diction-

aries 

12  Feast of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe 

13 Christmas 
Program    7pm 

14   

 

  

15   

16  Third Sunday 

of Advent 

17  18 School Spelling 

Bee—to be held in 

St. Patrick Gym @ 

1:15 p.m. 

19 Los Posadas 

Advent Novena 

Prayer 8-8:15 at 

the school 

 

20 End of 2nd Qtr 

K-5 parties  @ 12:00  

 

Christmas  

Vacation Begins 

21  22  

23 Fourth Sunday 

of Advent 

Christmas Eve 

24  25 Christmas Day      26   27   28  29  

30  31 New Year’s Eve  

CHRISTMAS VACATION  

CHRISTMAS VACATION  

NO SCHOOL                                                

CHRISTMAS VACATION  
CHRISTMAS VACATION  
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Wow, December is here and one can begin to see it all 
around —Christmas.  The stores, the decorated houses 
and the songs on the radio, the Christmas season is 
here.  So what does this mean for you and your family 
during this most beautiful but busy time of the year?  The 
intention of Advent is to interrupt our busy schedules 
and make space for us to prepare our hearts for Christ 
at Christmas.    
 
Take advantage of this beautiful season to do some 
activities to help your students get ready.  A simple idea 
such as placing your Advent wreath on the center of your 
table and lighting the candles on the Advent wreath at 
dinner time after the blessing of the food.  Talk about what 
Advent means, doing a good deed for your neighbor, 
visiting shut-ins, or decorating a container to collect 
change from each family member to donate to a Catholic 
charity can show our children that giving is much more 
meaningful than receiving.    
 
I do wish all of you a blessed and holy Advent season.  I 

appreciate your generosity to our school with your time, 

talent, and treasure.  You and your family will be in my 

prayers as we anticipate the coming of our Lord at 

Christmas.   

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

BY MRS. REBECCA REDL 

FOR GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD THAT HE GAVE 

HIS ONLY SON.  JOHN 3:16 

What a gift!!! I’m feeling very blessed in the library.  I 
have wonderful people in my life to love, and people 
are loving back as well.  The library has received 
some great chapter book donations in the last 
month.  Most of which I have been able to use.  

I also received a very lovely gift from the parents of 
the volleyball players!  Thank you all!!  Your daugh-
ters were a joy to coach and to be around every day.  
It was very thoughtful and I appreciate it. 

It’s the season 
to remember 
how blessed 
we are 
(though we 
should re-
member this 
always).  
Thank you for 
your generosity and have a blessed Christmas.  We 
all have received the most amazing gift of all from 
God – His Son!! 

JENIFER JACOBS 

LIBRARIAN 

Mrs. Redl congrat-

ulates Asher Wil-

son while pre-

senting him with a 

check for $50 in 

recognition of 

being the top Fall 

Festival raffle tick-

et seller at St. Pat-

rick School. 
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3rd Grade  - Math and Missalette 

We have finish subtraction 
through the thousands and are 
learning about money and time. We have also 
started making our flashcards for the basic 
multiplication facts. I will be sending these 
home to practice every night. We will be taking 
timed tests on each set to show memory 
mastery. Please keep encouraging and helping 
your child follow along in the missalette and to 
say the responses at mass. 

2nd Grade Religion 

Please keep practicing the 
prayers to prepare for 1st 
Confession and 1st Communion.  

MRS. LINDA BREWSTER 

3RD GRADE 

2ND GRADE RELIGION 

November was sure 
a busy month for us 
in 1st grade! We just 
finished our second 
unit in Reading and 
we are now starting a 
new lesson on Ocean 
Animals. We are also 
learning about different animals and their habitats in science. In 
math we have been working hard on our fact families and seeing 
the relationship between adding and subtracting.  

We now have a long list of high frequency and new sight words so 
please keep reviewing these words at home. I am so proud of have 
motivated this class is to complete their reading logs. I started off 
the year hoping the kids would finish a reading log once a 
month……WOW have they exceeded my expectations! Most are 
filling in 2-3 per month and some even almost daily! My greatest 
joy is listening to them read in small groups each day! Keep up the 
good work! 

December will be a busy and fast month for us I am sure, as we 
continue to learn in our core subjects and add in all the fun crafts 
and writing assignments for the Christmas season. I pray you 
have a very blessed advent season and the true joy of Christ our 
Savior may make its way into your home and hearts this 
Christmas season. 

MRS. AMANDA PETERSON 

1ST GRADE 

100 Years 1919—2019 

MS. KHALEY LEE 

2ND GRADE I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving break. I find it 

hard to believe that December is already here. It will go 

fast! In November we celebrated Celia’s birthday. In 

December we will celebrate Brady’s birthday. During our 

Christmas party we will be decorating gingerbread 

houses. You are welcome to come and join us! To celebrate 

Thanksgiving we had a Native American day and made 

adorable teepees. We also had a Pilgrim day and made our 

own butter! In Religion we have been talking about good 

choices, sin and Baptism. Math is 

full of numbers! We are working 

very hard at identifying and 

writing them all the way to 100! 

We are also skip counting by 2, 5 

and 10. Please help them 

practice counting. In reading we 

are reading and writing words. 

The students are very excited to recognize the words we 

are learning when they see them. Make sure to ask them 

what words they know! Have a very blessed Advent and a 

Merry Christmas! 

MRS. LARA STEWART 

KINDERGARTEN 

It does not seem possible that November is already 
over! I hope everyone had a blessed and safe 
Thanksgiving. Is anyone else amazed at how fast this 
year has gone by? Second grade shows no signs of 
slowing down! 

The second graders have worked so hard learning 
how to subtract a 2 digit number from a 2 digit num-
ber. It hasn’t been easy, but we are getting there! 
Next we are going to explore graphs. This is one of 
my favorite chapters because we have so much fun 
and we make it hands on. 

In Social Studies we are learning about the goods 
and services in our community. We are continuing to 
develop our map skills. We learned about the com-
pass rose and landforms. 

In Science we are getting ready to study my favorite 
unit about the sun, moon, and Earth. We have so 
many great activities to do for these chapters, we 
just can’t wait! 
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Fourth graders explore multiplication and states 

Wow! What a month! I can’t believe how fast 

time flies when we are having fun in 4th 

grade. We have been busy with learning 

long multiplication in math. These guys are 

doing amazing! I am so proud of them and 

how fast we are going. Next up is long 

multiplication with 2 numbers at the 

bottom. I have no doubt they will do great! 

We have all been working on more states 

and capitals. Please make sure that you 

keep these at home! We will be adding 

more states and capitals throughout the 

year and they will need these to keep 

studying. Again, thank you for all of your 

support at home and all of the hard work 

you do as parents! Here is to another great 

month of December! 

MRS. LAYNE SALAS 

4THGRADE 

Advanced Reading 
 

By Christmas break, Eighth Grade Advanced 
Reading students will have finished their study 
of The Hobbit, their final novel of the first 
semester, and watched The Hobbit: An 
Unexpected Journey, the first movie of the 
series. After the break, 
they will write a 
comparison essay of the 
book and movie and then 
ease back in to school 
with Winter Thunder, a 
novella by Nebraska 
author Mari Sandoz.  

MS. KRISTI GESCHWENTNER  

5TH GRADE HOMEROOM   

ADVANCED READING– READING 5-7 

ENGLISH 5—MATH 6 

Reading 7 
 
Seventh graders have now finished their second unit of 
reading and are currently writing informative essays. I’ve 
seen great growth in these kids’ writing skills as well as 
growth in maturity, organization, and responsibility! They 
work hard on a daily basis and it shows. Once students 
complete the current writing assessment, they will wrap 
up the unit with a comprehensive 
exam and tackle Collection 3 
which focuses on nature at work 
and personal narratives. 
 
 

Reading 6 
 
Sixth Grade Reading students 
have completed all of the reading 
assignments in Collection 2 and 
have recently begun work on 
their second performance 
assessment, writing an informative essay. As with the 
argumentative essays, students will learn step-by-step 
how to analyze sources and organize information into an 
effective informative essay. There are no AR 
requirements for fifth and sixth grades for the month of 
December, although I’m offering extra credit incentives 
for students who complete their next AR requirements 
before Christmas break! This is a great opportunity for 
them to raise their grades and/or get off to a strong start 
in January. 

 
Math 6 
 
Students in Sixth Grade Math are currently midway 
through Chapter 4: Number Theory and Fractions. They 
have been working with divisibility rules, factoring, 
exponents, prime factorization, and greatest common 
factors. We will begin working with the fraction portion of 
this chapter shortly, where students will find equivalent 
fractions and work with mixed numbers and improper 
fractions. They will have one last opportunity for extra 
credit before the end of the quarter; please encourage 
them to take full advantage of this opportunity to raise 
their final math grade for the quarter/semester! 
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5TH GRADE HOMEROOM   

ADVANCED READING– READING 5-7 

ENGLISH 5—MATH 6 CONT... 

Math 6 
 

Students in Sixth Grade Math are currently midway through Chapter 
4: Number Theory and Fractions. They have been working with 
divisibility rules, factoring, exponents, prime factorization, and 
greatest common factors. We will begin working with the fraction 
portion of this chapter shortly, where students will find equivalent 
fractions and work with mixed numbers and improper fractions. 
They will have one last opportunity for extra credit before the end of 
the quarter; please encourage them to take full advantage of this 
opportunity to raise their final math grade for the quarter/semester! 
 
 

Reading 5 

The Fifth Grade Reading class is now midway through Unit 3: 
Revolution! Students have enjoyed reading selections focusing on 
the American Revolution and early American government. As a 
reminder, all of our reading selections are also available online, 
where students have the option of listening to selections while 
reading them. Your student has been provided with the information 
regarding their sign-in username and password. 
 
Students are still able to practice spelling words online at: https://
www.spellingcity.com/users/kdgeschwentner. There is no 
individual sign-in necessary for this site, which offers games and 
practice tests.  
 
There are no AR requirements for fifth and sixth grades for the 
month of December, although I’m offering extra credit incentives for 
students who complete their next AR requirements before 
Christmas break! This is a great opportunity for them to raise their 
grades and/or get off to a strong start in January. 
 
English 5 
 
With each unit in Fifth Grade English, students take one test midway, 
and a second test at the completion of the unit. Students are just 
beginning the second half of their unit on adjectives. They’ll be 
working with interrogative adjectives and adjectives that compare, 
as well as learning how to correctly form comparative and 
superlative adjectives, and when to use fewer and fewest and less 
and least. I think students are surprised at how much they’ve already 
learned about grammar this year! 
 

 

ADVENT NOVENA PRAYER 
(Posada) – 8 - 8:15pm, Wed. Dec.19.  
Enter at the south entrance of the 
school. We will pray, break a piñata 
and have snacks, (hot chocolate 
and tamales.) All parishioners are 
welcome.  We will also have dozens 
of tamales for sale, (red with pork 
and greens with chicken) at $15 a 
dozen.  For more information call 
Father Bernard Lorenz at 308-414-
1195. 

https://www.spellingcity.com/users/kdgeschwentner
https://www.spellingcity.com/users/kdgeschwentner
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It is hard to believe Thanksgiving is over and we are 

fast approaching the end of the semester.  The 7th and 

8th grade students need to be cognizant of the tools 

they have to improve their grade. For example they 

can do corrections if they have a grade of 80% or 

below on homework for the chapter on which we are 

working; coming in before school for help; calling us in 

the evening for help; getting their assignment if they 

are gone; and so on.   

7th Grade Math 

 The 7th grade math students are beginning to 

solve equations. They are doing 2-step equations and 

will move on to inequalities next.  We are stressing 

neatness and organization of each problem as 

well as checking the answer in the hope that 

they will excel as we will build more and more 

on equations throughout the rest of the year 

and following years.  We are still working on 

“quiet” as these students are used to being 

such a small class the need to say whatever 

comes to mind is not filtered with “ Should I?” 

or “Is this important?” or “I WILL get the last 

word!”  

8th Grade Math 

 The 8th grade math students just 

finishing Chapter 4 which included exponents 

and scientific notation.  They will begin 

Chapter 5 which includes rational numbers – 

fractions and decimals.  Again, much of this is 

review as we work to get them ready for high 

school where they will tackle algebra. 

 

MRS. CATHY JONES AND 

MR. JIM HALL 

MATH 7—8 

ALGEBRA 8 8th Grade Algebra 

 The Algebra students have been work-

ing on linear equations, perpendicular and par-

allel lines, data interpretation in the form of 

scatter plots and a linear model of best fit for the 

data.  We will finish with arithmetic sequences 

and piece-wise functions.  The test over Chapter 

4: Linear Functions will be next week.  We move 

a little slowly at times but we want to insure 

they will be strong in their foundation.  They are, 

also, reminded to do corrections.  There are a 

couple who could and should benefit from this 

opportunity and choose not to do so.  One learns 

by seeing what he/she did wrong and physically 

redoing those problems produces more learn-

ing.  
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Christmas Concert 

Preparations continue for the annual Christmas 
concert.  It will be held Thursday, December 13 at 7 
p.m. in the school gym. The Little Knights Pre-School 
students will be part of our Christmas program. 
Kindergarten through 8th grade students are to 
wear their St. Patrick polo shirts (tucked in) with 
black or khaki pants and nice shoes.  Band members 
need to be in the band room at 6:30 to assemble 
and tune their instruments.  All other students are 
to report to their homerooms by 6:40 so the 
program may start promptly at 7:00. 

May all of you have a wonderfully blessed 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

VOCAL MUSIC K-8 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 5—8 

Christmas Program 

News From the Art Room 

Well it is amazing how quickly time goes by. It is hard to 

believe that Christmas is here already. There is a lot 

happening through the month of December so please 

mark you calendar for the following date. 

Each year we have an annual art fundraiser, in order to 

help with the purchase of pottery materials, fused 

glass supplies and some of the specialty supplies 

needed to give student a well-rounded art education 

experience.  This year I wanted to incorporate the 

talents of all our students here at St. Pat’s in making 

Christmas ornaments for the all school Christmas 

tree. The ornaments the students make will be on 

display on the tree and will be for sale after the 

School’s Christmas Program on Thursday, December 

13th.  There will be a wide variety of handmade pottery 

and fused glass ornaments. So please, help support 

the art program at our school by purchasing an 

ornament created by our very talented students. The 

suggested donation for each ornament will be $3.00 - 

$5.00. 

May God Bless you this Christmas Season  

 

 

MRS. DEONNE HINZ 

ART K—8 

COMPUTER 5—8 

Kindergarten thru 8th grade students will be 

selling Christmas ornaments in the front lob-

by of the school in the evening of the Christ-

mas program. Please help in supporting our 

school art program by purchasing a hand-

made ornament for yourself or to give as a 

gift.  
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Social Studies 5 

The fifth graders have been very busy this last month and 

it does not seem to be slowing down for next month. We 

just started our chapter on the American Revolution.  We 

will be studying the Boston Tea Party, Paul’s Revere’s 

Ride, and what led up to the American Revolution.  We will 

also be writing our wish list for Christmas, plus the 

“Meaning of Christmas” reports. December will be a very 

busy and short month, so we will have our work cut out 

for us! 

      Social 
Studies 6 

Like the fifth graders, the sixth grade class is on a road 

trip of their own.  We have moved south to visit our 

neighbors in South America.  The students are finding out 

that South America has many rich and interesting 

cultures. If possible before Christmas break we will be 

heading over to Europe and Russia.  After the break we 

will fly on over to Africa and visit the Congo, which 

several students are looking forward to.  I think the sixth 

graders are realizing just how blessed we are to live in 

the U.S.A and have the freedoms that we have.   

MRS. LANAE FRITSCH 

EIGHTH HOMEROOM, 

SOCIAL STUDIES 5—8, MATH 5 

Social Studies 7 

We have been busy examining key documents that 

have shaped U.S. history and government.  The sev-

enth graders are also learning about the people who 

have influenced U.S. government and the economy.  

Mock Voting fit right in to our discussions and learn-

ing of how the Constitution guarantees the civil liber-

ties we all enjoy.  The students have learned how a bill 

becomes a law, the powers of Congress, the divisions 

of the three 

branches of gov-

ernment, and we 

have just started 

the state and lo-

cal government.  

Social Studies 8 

The eighth graders did a wonderful job in preparing 

for the Veteran’s Day program.  We would like to 

thank all our veterans who participated and those 

that could not make it this year.  It was a huge suc-

cess. We would like to thank all of the veterans in 

America for giving us the freedoms that we so richly 

enjoy and for protecting our country.  While wrapping 

up the Civil War we will be moving right into World 

War I, the Roaring Twenties, and then the Great De-

pression.  The 5th – 8th grade Social Study classes will 

have on display on our classroom wall all the things 

we are grateful for this holiday season.  We would like 

to invite all of you to stop in and see them.  Have a very 

Blessed Happy Holiday season! 

Math 5 

The fifth graders are just finishing up with addition, 

subtraction, multiplication, and division of decimals.  

We will get started on mean, median, mode, and 

range before the Christmas break.   It also will includ-

ed LCM’s, GCF’s, divisibility rules, prime and compo-

sites, and prime factorization.  This unit also included 

graphing, mean, medium, and mode, and comparing 

and analyzing graphs.  Hopefully, we will explore be-

fore Christmas break how to relate fractions to deci-

mals.  December will be a very busy and short month.  

We would like to wish you all “Happy Holidays!” 
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5th Science 

Donned with rubber gloves, the students used scalpels, tweezers, and 

probes to dissect and investigate Osage orange fruits. Having 

predicted the color of the flesh and type of seeds inside the fruit, the 

students couldn’t contain their excitement as they discovered whether 

their predictions were correct or not. Just poking around in the flesh of 

the fruit made them feel like brain surgeons. Coincidentally, my own 

children always called the fruits “powerful brains” due to the outside 

bumpy and wrinkled skin.  Another fun lab involved surveying 

classmates for dominant traits. After conducting their research, they 

communicated their findings in a bar graph that revealed the class 

percentages of each dominant and recessive trait. 

6th English 

Having become proficient at diagramming all eight parts of speech, the 

students continue to practice diagramming to engrain in their brains 

the relationships of the parts of speech in a sentence. The main focus of 

the class has been on strengthening writing skills. My hit list provides 

them with a list of writing blunders that will be hit heavily with red ink. 

Students are encouraged to use active voice, sentence variety, strong 

verbs, loads of adjectives and adverbs, proper mechanics, and precise 

language while creating intriguing content.  

7th English 

The seventh-grade students have impressed me with their grammar 

mastery. They’ve learned to identify a large variety of verb tenses and 

moods, and not even the tricky subjunctive mood could stump them. 

Now they are studying participles, gerunds, and infinitives. As they 

learn to diagram these phrases, it will be fun to witness their 

amazement of their diagraming skills and intricate diagrams. At least 

once a week, the class visits the computer lab to enhance their writing 

skills. 

8th English 

(The 8th-grade students themselves wrote this entry without any input 

from Mrs. Kain) 

This past month, we, Mrs. Kain’s favorite class, continued to learn 

about verbs. We’ve learned about indicative, imperative, emphatic, and 

subjunctive moods. Subjunctive mood troubled us a bit in the 

beginning, but we continued to work hard and figured it out in the end. 

The computer lab has been a second home to us this month. Mrs. Kain 

assigned us many writing assignments such as Haiku poems and short

-term goals. Mrs. Kain makes English class fun every single day. She 

finds new ways to help us remember and learn what we need to know.  

      - 8th Grade Class 

MRS. TAMA KAIN 

5TH SCIENCE 

ENGLISH 6—8 
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MRS. HALEY PRIEBE 

SCIENCE 6, 7 AND 8 

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving!  We all 
have so much to be thankful for.  I’m thankful for my 
family, friends, and freedoms that I know I sometimes 
take for granted.  I’m thankful that I get to work with 
super ladies every day.  But most of all I am thankful 
for a loving and merciful God that blesses me in 
countless ways every day! 

Are you ready for the holidays yet!?  It’s hard to believe 
we are already to December!  I know we all look 
forward to all the sweets and goodies that come this 
time of year.  But don’t forget the wonderful fruits and 

vegetables that are available 
in the winter!  Have you ever 
tried a fig?  They have often 
been linked in the Bible to 
peace and prosperity.  Figs 
can be eaten fresh or dried 
but the nutritional value 
actually increases when they 

are dried.  Figs have many benefits.  They are high in 
fiber and a good source of many vitamins and 
minerals, including magnesium, manganese, calcium, 
copper, potassium, and vitamins K and B6.   A half-cup 
of fresh figs has as much calcium as one-half cup of 
milk!  One dried fig provides almost as much calcium 
as an egg!  They can be eaten by themselves, in 
smoothies, salads, and desserts.  Figs are a very 
versatile fruit!  Maybe try some this Christmas season! 

Please, if you haven’t noticed a lunch 
bill lately, ask your student to double 
check their backpack.  You can also 
call the kitchen and have us check 
your balance.  Another option is to 
routinely send a check or payment so 
that your account doesn’t get so far 
behind.  I hate to sound like a broken 
record, but we are a nonprofit so we 
rely on your timely payments.  Thank 
you to those of you who have been 
timely with your payments.  It sure 
helps pay the bills! 

We would like to wish everyone a Blessed Christmas 
season!  And look forward to the New Year! 

GALE SLATTERY 

HEAD COOK, CAFETERIA 

6th Grade finished their book on microorganisms, 

fungi and plants. We are starting to learn the ba-

sics of animals. They have started to look at what 

makes up animals and their behaviors.  Later this 

semester the class will start their dissection labs 

with earth worms and frogs.  

 

7th Grade is finishing up their book about Earth’s 

interior. They are studying the different types of 

volcanoes, and the land formations that form 

from volcanoes. The class will be studying the 

exterior of the Earth next.  

 

8th Grade is learning about forces, inertia and 

motion. They have learned about gravity and how 

it affects us differently on the moon compared to 

the earth. We also learned how the planets stay 

in orbit. We have started to learn about Newton’s 

law of motion and how it relates to our everyday 

activities.  

Some of 

the food 

donations 

are shown 

at the al-

tar after 

the Pantry 

Mass. 
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In our 7th and 8th grade Religion class since our last 
newsletter update we have covered many new 
things. First we studied the events of the book of Exodus 
where Moses led the Israelites into the promised land. 
Then we discussed the events of the settling of the 
promised land through the period of the Judges of Israel. 
After that we looked at the foundation of the Kingdom of 
Israel with kings Saul, David, and Solomon. Finally we 
covered our largest chapter yet, where we looked at the 
lives of the prophets of the Bible. From Elijah, Elisha, 
Isaiah and John the Baptist we saw how these prophets 
brought God's message to his people. We are now in the 
middle of reviewing all of the Bible that we have covered 
throughout this whole semester. Next we will begin the 
next unit: The New Testament and the founding of the 
Church by Jesus and the Apostles.  

May God bless you this Advent season! 

FATHER KENNETH WEHRS 

RELIGION 7 & 8 

FATHER ANDREW LITT 

5TH AND 6TH RELIGION 

It finally feels like everything has returned 
back to normal.  Funny enough I have come to 
realize that normal is more of an idealized per-
ception more than anything else.  We have 44 
newly confirmed Catholics who are learning 
how to interact with the Holy Spirit in their 
lives.  And we are beginning on our normal 5th 
and 6th grade curriculum.  The 5th grade is be-
ginning to learn about God who has revealed 
himself to be the Trinity.  We are starting to talk 
about his interaction with the world through 
his creative acts.  The 6th grade has begun to 
work their way through God’s Moral Law.  We 
are talking about the first commandment and 
prayer.  I’m looking forward to the rest of this 
semester and the coming Advent and Christ-
mas Season. 
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Wow! Just look at these Knights readers! Amber 

has 71 points to lead the 8th grade, with Carter at 

57.5!  Halee has 69.3, Grant 48.6. Becca is at 98.6 

and Rebecca 53 points for 6th grade. Jude is at 

190 points, Derick is at 74 points, Clara has 60.1, 

and for the 2nd grade, Alani has 24.8 points and 

Braxton 24. In 1st grade, Galilea and Addyson 

are leading the way. Keep up the great work as it 

looks like everyone is benefitting from their 

reading with enhanced vocabulary and word 

usage which really helps throughout life—a true 

life skill. 

Saint Patrick School 
was gifted 
$20,789.26 by 103 
donors in the recent 
BIG GIVE McCook! 
We greatly appreci-
ate the gifts given to 
enhance our school. 

8th Grade students display some of the 

items collected for the McCook Pantry at 

the Pantry Mass held on November 16th. 

Thank you to all who donated and helped pack 

boxes for the Box of Joy. We were able to send 

90 boxes to children in need! 
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It’s crazy to think that 2018 is almost over! We’ve been very 
busy in the preschool! We celebrated Gage and Milania’s 
birthdays in the afternoon class. We’ve learned letters K, E, 
and H this month. We learned about King Solomon and the 
temple he built. We also talked about Veteran’s Day and 
Thanksgiving. We made hearts for the Veterans to thank 
them for their service. We also made pattern turkeys for 
Thanksgiving and talked about what we’re thankful for. The 
toddlers celebrated Lily and Quint’s birthdays and Hannah’s 
half birthday. We made K keys, kazoos, E eyes, and H hearts. 
The toddlers also made a flag for Veteran’s Day, hand turkeys 
and painted ears of corn with Legos. We’ve started making 
decorations for Christmas and practicing our Christmas 
program songs. We’re all VERY excited! 

MRS. LAURA BRODD 

PRESCHOOL 

News of the Little Knights 

The morning class learned about King Solomon. 

Left to Right: 

Easton, Grace, Lexi, Amelia, Elliot, Asher, Brody, Emery 

Toddler Thanksgiving Left to Right 

Dylan, Lily, Hannah, Evelyn, Ryder, Gracelynn, Quint, Makaylin 

Afternoon Class 
learns about  King Sol-
omon  

Left to Right 

Jacob, Katelyn, Augie, 
Bentley, Milania, Gage, 
Wade, Kenlyn 
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*Menu Subject to Change* 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

St. Patrick 

School 

December 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 

2 3  Chicken Nuggets 
Baked Beans 

Sweet Potatoes 
Fruit 
Milk 

  
  

4          Taco 
Refried Beans 

Salsa 
Fruit 

Tortilla Chips 
Milk 

5    Roast Chicken 
Mashed Potatoes 

Vegetable 
Fruit 

Dinner Roll 
Milk 

6         Goulash 
Vegetable 

Fruit 
Muffin 

Milk 

7    PBJ or Tuna 
Salad Sandwich 

Salad 
Baby Carrots 

Fruit 
Milk 

8 

9 10     Corn Dog 
Nuggets 

Baked Beans 
Sweet Potato Fries 

Fruit 
Birthday Cake 

Milk 

11     Stromboli 
Marinara Sauce 

Vegetable 
Fruit 
Milk 

  

12 Tator Tot Casserole 
Vegetable 

Fruit 
Dinner Roll 

Milk 

13  Deli Sandwich on 
Flatbread 

Salad 
Vegetables 

Fruit 
Milk 

14  5th Grade Menu 
Cheese Pizza 

Mashed Potatoes 
Green Beans 

Grapes 
Pumpkin Dessert 

Milk 

15 

16 17      Chicken 
Quesadillas 

Beans 
Salsa 
Fruit 

Tortilla Chips 
Milk 

18 
  

COOK’S 

  

CHOICE 

19      Pork Steak 
Potatoes 

Vegetable 
Fruit 

Dinner Roll 
Milk 

20 Hot Dog on Bun 
Baked Beans 

Vegetable 
Fruit 
Milk 

21 
  

CHRISTMAS 

  

VACATION 

22 

23 24 
  

CHRISTMAS 

  

EVE 

  

25 
  

MERRY 

  

CHRISTMAS 

26 
  

CHRISTMAS 

  

VACATION 

27 
  

CHRISTMAS 

  

VACATION 

28 
  

CHRISTMAS 

  

VACATION 

29 
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