
  

 

100 Years 1919—2019 

Atheist 
Discovers 
God &  

 Happiness 
 
Jennifer Fulwiler’s book, Something 
Other Than God: How I Passionately 
Sought Happiness and Accidentally 
Found It, is hard to put down.   
 
The book’s back cover gives a good 
summary of her life.  “Jennifer Ful-
wiler told herself she was happy.  
Why wouldn’t she be? She made 
good money as a programmer at a 
hot tech start-up, had just married a 
guy with a stack of Ivy League de-
grees, and lived in a twenty-first-
floor condo where she could sip 
sauvignon blanc while watching the 
sun set behind the hills of Austin.” 
 
“Raised in a happy, atheist home, 
Jennifer had the freedom to think 
for herself and play by her own 
rules.  Yet a creeping darkness fol-
lowed her all of her life until it drove 
her to the edge of her balcony, mak-
ing her ask once and for all why any-
thing mattered.” 
 
“Asking the unflinching questions 
about life and death, good and evil, 
led Jennifer to Christianity, the reli-
gion she had reviled since she was 
an awkward, skeptical child growing 
up in the Bible Belt.  Mortified by 
this turn of events, she hid her quest 

from everyone except her husband, 
concealing religious books in opaque 
bags as if they were porn and locking 
herself in public bathroom stalls to 
read the Bible.” 
 
“Just when Jennifer had a profound 
epiphany that gave her the courage 
to convert, she was diagnosed with a 
life-threatening medical condition – 
and the only treatment was directly 
at odds with her new-found faith.  
Something other than God is a 
poignant, profound, and often funny 
tale of one woman who set out to 
find the meaning of life and discov-
ered that true happiness sometimes 
requires losing it all.” 
 
“Jennifer Fulwiler is a writer, a 
speaker, and the host of the Jennifer 
Fulwiler show on SiriusXM radio net-
work.  She has been a guest on a 
variety of national television shows 
and was the subject of the reality 
show Minor Revisions.  She lives 
with her husband, six children, and a 
one-eyed cat in Austin, Texas.  You 
can connect with her at JenniferFul-
wiler.com.”  (Her book is published 
by Ignatius Press, 2016.) 
 
Several times on her life journey, she 
was faced with the reality of human 
mortality.  One day on a trip that 
included a stop at a family cemetery, 
it hit her like a freight-train when 
she realized many of the graves 
were for babies.   
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Atheist Discovers God & Happiness pg. 2 
“What troubled me this time wasn’t the awareness of 
human mortality itself, but the awareness that it’s pos-
sible to lose it all.  I suddenly understood with burning 
clarity that my entire sense of well-being was as fragile 
as an empty eggshell.  My whole approach to life only 
worked because I happened to be a twenty-first-
century American.  If I were to be tossed into a time 
machine and thrown out into 1850, I’d find myself 
utterly unable to cope with the suffering and toil that 
my ancestors experienced.  My current strategy of 
seeking happiness in comforts and amusements would 
be impotent against the knowledge that any year 
could be the year I’d lose a child.” 
 

“To realize that nothing – absolutely nothing – in this 
world will last is to realize seeking the transcendent is 
the most important thing you could do with your life.  
But that was the problem. I had been seeking the 
transcendent.  I’d read lots of books about God.  I’d 
even prayed once or twice.  And despite all that, I had 
gotten only silence from the cosmos in return.  I may 
have made an academic decision that there was prob-
ably some kind of spiritual realm, but that offered little 
comfort now that I found myself surrounded by tomb-
stones with kids’ names on them.” 
 

“I wasn’t even positive that I believed in God, but I was 
already angry with him.  So this is how it is?  I railed in 
a prayer, once again half-suspecting that I was talking 
to myself.  You sit there and do nothing, and we’re 
supposed to just take your word for it that you exist?  
You let all these terrible things happen to people, and 
then don’t even offer us any comfort in the face of 
it?”  (p. 127.) 
 

Then late one night while trying to get her baby to 
sleep, by divine providence Jennifer picked up a C.S. 
Lewis book entitled, Mere Christianity.  She had read 
these paragraphs before, but now they made sense. 
 

“When you come to know God, the initiative lies on His 
side.  If He does not show Himself, nothing you can do 
will enable you to find Him.” 
 

“God shows much more of Himself to some people 
than to others – not because He has favorites, but be-
cause it is impossible for Him to show Himself to a man 
whose whole mind and character are in the wrong 
condition.  Just as sunlight, though it has no favorites, 

cannot be reflected in a dusty mirror as clearly as in a 
clean one.”  (p. 129.) 
 

This was the key Jennifer had been missing. 
 

“No spiritual teachers ever said you could access divine 
truths without transforming yourself first.  All my life 
I’d brushed by this idea that some lifestyles lead to 
enlightenment more than others.”  (p. 130.) 
 

A powerful lesson in all this.  Lifestyle matters.  Her 
parents were loving, but their lifestyle which not only 
did not include God, but ridiculed prayer, etc., stifled 
Jennifer regarding faith in God, eternal truth and the 
meaning of life.  
 

I encourage you to cooperate with Divine Grace.  Go to 
Sunday worship at your church regularly.  Attend that 

retreat you have been avoid-
ing.  Read good books.  Read 
Sacred Scripture.  Pray as a 
family.  Lifestyle matters. 

A Message from  

Father Gary Brethour cont. 
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February 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 NO SCHOOL 

1st Friday  

7 pm  - Midnight  
Adult Eucharistic 
Adoration 

2 G/B Basketball 

Tournament 

Hayes Center 

(Away) 9:00am  

 

    
   
    

3 4  Progress  

Reports Go Home  

 

County Spelling 

Bee 

5   6  Faculty  

Meeting 3:35 p.m. 

 

Hoops for Heart 

Assembly 1:15. 

7  
 

8  

No  

Kindergarten 

Classes 

9 G/B Basketball 
Tournament 

Wauneta/
Palisade 

(Away) 9:00am CT 

10  11 12   
 

13  

 

 Spring Pictures 

 

14  Valentine’s Day 

K-5 Parties at  12:00 

pm 

 

1:00 pm Dismissal 

P/T Conferences 

2:00 - 4:30 pm 

15  NO SCHOOL 16 

17   18  19  20  Faculty  

Meeting 3:35 p.m. 
21    22  23 

24 8th Grade 

Soup Supper 

25 
Kindergarten 

Roundup 

No Kindergarten 

Classes 

26 27   28 Confessions 

2nd Grade First 

Confessions 

 

January 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

March 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
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Catholic Schools Week is always the last full week in January and 
this year’s theme is “Catholic Schools—Learn, Serve, Lead, 
Succeed.”  The students, as always, enjoyed a special week of 
themed dress up days, special activities with their big/brother big/
sister, visitor day, Religion Bowl and bingo, just to name a few.  For 
our McCook Daily Gazette article, we focused on, “I ‘Moustache’ 
you…what makes Catholic Schools great?”  I hope you took time to 
read it and look at the pictures, because—wow—we do have a 
great school.  Our students are enjoying a faith-filled Catholic 
education as well as many other opportunities throughout the year 
to be stewards of their faith.  Our students are fortunate that we 
have dedicated teachers who put in the extra hours and effort to 
make sure Catholic Schools Week and every week your students are 
provided with educational opportunities to help them grow 
academically.  I thank God for having St. Patrick School here for our 
students to attend.  I pray for the Holy Spirit to fill our teachers, 
staff, and students to continue their work in using God’s grace to 
spread our faith to others.  Most importantly, I thank you for 
trusting St. Patrick in educating your children and your continued 
support our school.   

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

BY MRS. REBECCA REDL 

HEY BABY ITS COLD OUTSIDE 

 You know the old phrase right?  “Let it SNOW”!!  
Well I am done.  I’m tired of winter and snow.  I’m so 
ready for sunny and 75 it’s not even funny. 

 There is however, always a silver lining.  It’s cold 
and snowy, yes, but what better time to pull out a book 
and read. 

 We have many new books in the library.  We 
now have the first 12 books of the Wings of Fire Series 
and many other books I’ve purchased for our library.  I’m 
always looking for new ideas for books to purchase or put 
on my wish list as well.  I have also noticed that a couple 
of Christian authors are on AR.  There’s a nice selection of 
Karen Kingsbury books that are on AR if anyone has any 
to donate. :-) 

 Even though 
the weather outside is 
much colder than I 
would like. I encourage 
everyone to pick a few 
good books to help get 
past the winter!!! 

JENIFER JACOBS 

LIBRARIAN 
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Well, winter is certainly here! January was a busy 

month in the first grade room. The highlight was celebrating Catholic Schools 

week!  It is fun to get together with the rest of the school and celebrate this 

wonderful blessing we have in our community of a Catholic school where we can 

learn and share the love of Jesus every day!  

In January, we finished our 3rd unit in reading and learned about animal groups, 

changing seasons and we just finished a great unit on space! We have been 

working on adding more high frequency words to our list and the kids are still 

doing great with turning in their Reading Logs. It is looking like we will meet our 

reading goal this month and will be having a special party to celebrate!  We also 

kicked off our math mad minutes this week. Parents, your help is crucial in 

studying the math facts at home.  

As we head into February, we will begin a unit on subtraction in math. In reading 

we will be learning about the travels of Lewis and Clark and we will discover 

where food comes from in our unit on agriculture.  Of course February brings 

Valentine’s Day, so we will exchange valentines and continue to learn about how 

God loves us all and wants to share His Good News with everyone! 

MRS. AMANDA PETERSON 

1ST GRADE 

100 Years 1919—2019 

Here we go, flying into February! Didn’t we just have Christmas? 

Oh my! We celebrated the ½ birthdays for Keith and Adelyn and 

a birthday for Mrs. Stewart and Greyson. We added a new face 

to our room: Harper. We are very happy to have her with us! 

We have been working at becoming quite the readers in 

Kindergarten. Please help us practice our sight words in our 

folders. Watch for new words that are added! We are practicing 

for our banana split test that are kicked off during Catholic 

Schools Week. The students will have to correctly write the 

upper and lower case letters in order. The will also count and 

write by 1’s, 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s all the way to 100.  

MRS. LARA STEWART 

KINDERGARTEN 

Above right:  Sam, Lily, and Kali show 

their runner up reading awards for com-

pleting 4 reading logs each for December  

Above:  Annabelle was the top reader for 

December completing 11 reading logs!!  

Penelope, Addyson and Alec act out a play 

during reading time as we explore differ-

ent genres of literature. 
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I hope you all had a great Christmas break and have 

been enjoying the snow this January! In math, we 

have been busy working on long division and have 

started working on fractions. We have also been 

learning all about planets and exploring space in 

science. It has been a very busy month, but 

everyone has been doing great! The Valentine’s Day 

party is coming up! I will be sending home notes 

soon about treats. Thank you for all of your support!  

MRS. LAYNE SALAS 

4THGRADE 

MS. KRISTI GESCHWENTNER  

5TH GRADE HOMEROOM   

ADVANCED READING– READING 5-7 

ENGLISH 5—MATH 6 

Reading 5 

The Fifth Grade Reading class has recently begun Unit 4: 
The Power of Storytelling. In this unit, students have the 
opportunity to read both realistic fiction and science fiction, 
as well as an autobiography and an adventure story. So far, 
they are enjoying the variety of stories they have been 
reading. 
 

Students are still able to practice spelling words online at: 
https://www.spellingcity.com/users/kdgeschwentner. 
There is no individual sign-in necessary for this site, which 
offers games and practice tests.  

 

The next AR points and book reports for 5th grade are due on 
February 28 (February 21 for extra credit). Students are also now 
earning their banana splits when they meet their monthly AR 
requirements! 
 
English 5 
 

Fifth Grade English students are nearing the completion of Unit 4 
Verbs. They have been learning all about action and being verbs; verb 
phrases, principal parts of verbs; irregular verbs; simple, progressive, 
present perfect, past perfect, and future perfect tenses; and linking 
verbs. They have one final test over lessons 4.6 through 4.11, then 
they will be on to adverbs! Please remind your students to 
continually review and practice all of the concepts we’ve learned so 
far this year, as we will be having regular quizzes. If anyone needs 
extra help, I am available until 4:00 daily. 

MRS. LINDA BREWSTER 

3RD GRADE 

2ND GRADE RELIGION 

We have made it through the 5’s in our multiplication facts. 

PLEASE practice for 15 minutes EVERY NIGHT with your child. If 

your child is finished through the 12’s, then scramble the 

entire deck together and run through the deck each night so 

they don’t forget them. These facts must be memorized before 

going on to 4th grade. They will not me retaught next year. 

Your child will be expected to remember them. 

MS. KHALEY LEE 

2ND GRADE 

January has been quite a busy month! Here is what second 

grade has been up to. 

In math we wrapped up our chapter on probability. We 

learned about outcomes and how an outcome can be cer-

tain, impossible, more likely, and less likely. We are now 

into the next chapter which is money.  

We have completed the chapter about the sun, moon, and 

Earth in science. The 2nd graders had so much fun learning 

about how the sun, moon, and Earth work. Our next chap-

ter deals with movement. They will learn what speed, di-

rection, force, and motion are. 

In social studies we are learning about the different levels 

of government. Starting with local government and moving 

on to state government and federal government. 

https://www.spellingcity.com/users/kdgeschwentner
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Reading 6 
 

Sixth Grade Reading students are midway through the 
reading selections in Collection 3 “Dealing with Disaster.” By 
the end of this unit, they will have read an informational 
text, a history writing, a documentary, a short story, and two 
poems – all examining how people react in the face of 
disaster. Sixth graders have been spending a great deal of 
time learning to identify and analyze cause-and-effect 
relationships, as well as discovering how poets use form, 
alliteration, and tone to express feelings and ideas in their 
works. Students will also study the use of imagery and 
figurative language, establishing style and tone in writing, 
and the various features of a documentary. Once they’ve 
finished the reading portion of the unit, they will move 
through the steps of writing a literary analysis. They will first 
evaluate a student analysis of two poems, then practice 
writing a literary analysis of their own comparing two folk 
tales. Finally, students will read an informational text and a 
short story, then write a literary analysis regarding how the 
author of the short story conveys the theme of the story. As 
a reminder to parents, the next AR points and book reports 
for 6th grade are due on February 28 – February 21 for extra 
credit! 
 

Reading 7 
 

Seventh graders have completed Collection 3 “Nature at 
Work” in their reading texts and are learning to write a 
literary analysis. Their reading selections for this unit 
included a wide variety of genres: a memoir, a soliloquy, a 
short story, an expository essay, and several poems. In their 
Unit 3 writing assessment, they first analyzed a student 
model of a literary analysis. Next, they will practice writing 
one of their own, comparing the themes of a folk tale and a 
poem.  

MS. KRISTI GESCHWENTNER  

5TH GRADE HOMEROOM   

ADVANCED READING– READING 5-7 

ENGLISH 5—MATH 6  

 

Reading 7 cont. 
Finally, they will read an informative essay and a short story, then 
write a literary analysis on the development of characters in the 
short story. These students have been consistently working hard on 
their writing skills this year, and I am seeing great improvement! 
Monthly AR points and book reports are due on February 13, but 
students will receive extra credit if these requirements are met on or 
before February 6! 
 
Advanced Reading 
 

Eighth Grade Advanced Reading students are back in the swing of 
things after Christmas break and are now studying Tale of Two Cities 
by Charles Dickens. This is their sixth and probably most challenging 
novel of the year.  Because the material is challenging, students are 
finding extra time and effort are necessary in order to fully under-
stand the characters, plot, symbolism, and writing techniques. They 
are studying vocabulary/spelling words from the book in addition to 
answering and discussing daily study questions from the reading. 
Monthly AR points and book reports are due on February 13, but 
students will receive extra credit if these requirements are met on or 
before February 6! 

 
Math 6 
 

Students in Sixth Grade Math are currently finishing up Unit 5: Add-
ing and Subtracting Fractions. In this unit, we’ve covered estimating 
sums and differences; adding and subtracting with both like and un-
like denominators; adding and subtracting mixed numbers; solving 
algebraic equations with fractions; and measuring elapsed time. 
Fractions tend to be a bit intimidating to students, but I think these 
kids are pleasantly surprising themselves with their ability to do the 
work. Their confidence is growing, and with it, the willingness to put 
forth the effort necessary to be successful. I continue to encourage 
all students to stop in after school for help with corrections or just to 
make sure they’re on the right track with the homework. I’m here 
until 4:00 every day to help them if they need it! 
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7th  Grade Math, 8th Grade Math, 8th Grade Algebra 

 We are back into our routine now that the holidays have 

come and gone.  Things are feeling normal – whatever that means – 

and we are making progress!  The seventh graders are a little behind 

as the test over ratio and proportion is usually over by now but they 

are scheduled for it within the next two weeks.  We feel they will be 

ready and hope their homework assignments, notes and text are 

used to study and prepare.  They are improving and the biggest 

improvement is in the way they display their work.  It, for the most 

part, is done more neatly and labeled.  We continue to remind them 

to SHOW ALL their work on the paper they turn in (not on “scratch 

paper”) so we can see where they have made mistakes and correct 

these.  The structure keeps improving and is much better then when 

we started in August.  We keep them on their toes and there are a 

lot of friendly reminders as we go around the room while they work.  

We enjoy their enthusiasm and their attention – constantly trying to 

improve from August.  

 The algebra class just took the test over systems of 

equations and inequalities and they will then start the chapter on 

exponentials and radicals.  Calculators are very important here as 

much time is saved doing tedious computations making it able to 

move more quickly and teach more content.  A few of the students 

need better/new calculators but are getting by.  There are a lot of 

group explanations and they all seem very capable of helping one 

another.  The challenge has been good for these students as they 

continue to improve and are ready for more.  

 The eighth grade math class are finishing up the chapter on 

ratio, proportion and percent.  We expanded these topics to find 

missing parts of similar figures, using unit rates to figure out the 

better buy, figuring markups and discounts, percent of change and 

other types of practical application problems.  We will be taking the 

chapter test within the next two weeks and we are hoping the class 

will be well prepared.  Following the chapter test we will then start 

on the chapter on solving equations. 

As the dreary, snowy, windy days of winter continue we will 

continue to do all we can to make progress.  If you ever have 

questions, please feel free to call or come visit.  And, as always, the 

support you give at home is much appreciated. 

  

 

MR. JIM HALL 

MRS. CATHY JONES 

MATH 7—8 

ALGEBRA 8 

MRS. LANAE FRITSCH 

EIGHTH HOMEROOM, 

SOCIAL STUDIES 5—8, MATH 5 

5th Grade Math 

The 5th grade math class has been busy 

also with finishing up their unit on data, graphing, 

and statistics.  Sounds a little scary, but the 5th 

graders seem to have this unit so far under 

control.  They know how to describe data using 

the mean, median, and mode, plus they have 

become experts at finding each one of these.  We 

have just started analyzing graphs, drawing them, 

and deciphering which graph to use when.  Next 

we will move into the chapter on number theory.  

This unit will include LCM’s, GCF’s, prime and 

composite numbers, exponents and square 

numbers.  Earlier this year we previewed chapter 

on number theory so they should fly right through 

this segment.  Next up will be fraction concepts 

and then right into Geometry and Algebra.  We 

have a busy second semester, but I am sure the 5th 

graders are up for the challenge.    
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We had a wonderful turnout for the Christmas program and I was so 
proud of the performances the students gave!    
 

Since school started back up we’ve all been working on a variety of 
concepts:  Call and response singing, spirituals, expression, repeated 
patterns, harmony and music reading skills.   
 

The 5th grade Band is coming along very well.  They have a range of 
over an octave and you heard them at the Christmas concert playing 
songs that contain harmony!  The 6th – 8th grades band has begun 
working on playing music for contest and the Spring Program. 

 

The 5th-8th graders have begun selecting and working on vocal and 
instrumental music for the Middle School Music Festival which will be 
held at Cambridge Friday, April 5th.  

     

                                   God bless you and your families! 

VOCAL MUSIC K-8 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 5—8 

News From the Art Room 

It is amazing how quickly the year is going by, and 
just like the saying goes, “time flies when you are 
having fun”.  In art there is so much to be done that I 
hope we will be able to get everything completed, 
but before time passes too quickly there are several 
important activities and projects coming up that you 
need to be aware of: 

March, is Youth Art Month and 
the students will be taking 
advantage of some fun activities in 
art this Month.  

McCook Art Guild 

Student Open Division 

Art Show – 7th and 8th grade 
will be participating in the art 
exhibit in March. 

 

5th and 6th Grade Computer 

We have been applying our typing skill learning 
some basic software skills using Microsoft Office 
programs as well as Office 365. Starting in April 
students are still working on their typing skills using 
the Typing Club program. Even though they practice 
typing in class it is essential for students to practice 
those skill at home too. One of the easiest way is 
have them practice typing anything, some ideas are 
to type a poem, type a letter to a family member, 
copy a section to type from a book. There are even 
free internet sites available on line that offer 
students a chance to practice. 

7th Grade Computer 

Students have been working on basic application 
skills in using Microsoft Word and PowerPoint. It is 
fun to see how each student is able to develop and 
improve their computer software skills. 

8th Grade Computer 

The students have been working on finishing up their 
personal PowerPoint Presentations in which part of 
their slide shows will be put into their graduation 
video. There are still several students that have not 
brought their baby pictures needed to create the 
graduation video that will be presented after the 
graduation mass coming up in May.  

 

MRS. DEONNE HINZ 

ART K—8 

COMPUTER 5—8 

Art Room Needs: 

 Paper towel card-

board tubes 

 Toilet paper card-

board tubes. 

 Shoe boxes 
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5th Grade Social Studies 

January and February bring a very busy time for 

Social Studies.  We have Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 

President’s Day, and Catholic Schools Week to mention just 

a few of the days in our busy schedule.  The students have 

been working on their own “I Have a Dream Speech”!  I 

challenged each of the students to write a paper on their 

“Dreams and Wishes” if they could change something in our 

world today.  I am amazed at what they came up with.  We 

have displayed them outside of the classroom, and will 

leave them up until Presidents Day.  If you are in the school, 

stop by and check them out.  The students did an excellent 

job on their speeches.   

The 5th graders are participating in “History Day” 

this year.  They will choose a state in the United States.  

They will write an essay on that state, plus complete a 

project board about that state, and will then present these 

on April 11th, History Day.  We just finished up our first nine 

chapters in our Social Studies book.  They learned a little 

about the Civil War and the Reconstruction and now we will 

begin the expansion of the United States, touch on 

immigration, World War I and II, the Cold War, and finish up 

the year with America today.  We also participated in the 

Geography Bee in which Reese  and Noah  represented the 

5th grade class.  We were so proud of them. Congratulations 

to all who participated in the Geography Bee! 

6th Grade Social Studies 

The sixth graders finished up with their study on Europe 

and onto Asia.  I know the students are excited about this as 

some of them have chosen different countries in Asia to 

complete their “History Day” projects.  We will be working 

on our reports and projects for the next 3 months, which 

seems like a long time, but with Catholic Schools Week, 

Iowa Testing, Parent Teacher Conferences, and several 

other activities and school events, it will fly by.  The 6th 

graders also participated in the Geography Bee and were 

represented by Rebecca and Mark.  Congratulations to all 

of the students that participated.  The sixth graders also 

joined in on the celebration with Martin Luther King Day.  

Once again, stop by and see our wall of tribute to Martin 

Luther King Jr.  

MRS. LANAE FRITSCH 

EIGHTH HOMEROOM, 

SOCIAL STUDIES 5—8, MATH 5 

7th Grade Social Studies 

The seventh graders finished up with their 

Civics class right before the break and now we are 

learning about our “Roots of American History!”  We 

have reviewed our map skills, the different regions and 

geographic features of the United States, and also 

brushed up on our rivers, lakes, oceans, and mountains 

in the United States and around the world.  I know Grant  

and Joseph were very happy that we reviewed all of 

these as they represented the 7th grade class in the 

Geography Bee.  Grant is our 2019 Geography Bee 

Champion, placing 1st in the Championship round and 

Joseph placed second.  If you see them around please 

make sure to congratulate them and all the students 

that participated.   The seventh graders also joined in on 

the celebration with Martin Luther King Day.  They have 

some great speeches on what their dreams and wishes 

would be today.  We will be studying the Thirteen 

Colonies, the French and Indian War, and the American 

Revolution in the 3rd quarter.  The 7th grade will also be 

participating in History Day 2019, on April 11th.  They will 

be working on reports and project boards on the three 

branches of the government.  Parents, they will be 

bringing home from time to time their reports and also 

their project boards to work on.  Hopefully, we can get 

most of them done in class, but we would appreciate 

your patience and help for the next couple of months. 

8th Grade Social Studies 

The eighth graders have just started studying 

about World War I, will move on to the Roaring Twenties, 

the Great Depression, and then onto the World War II 

Era.  We definitely will have our hands full this 3rd 

quarter. Sara and Amber  represented the eighth grade 

class in the Geography Bee.  Grant was the 2018 winner 

of the Geography Bee for St. Patrick’s school.  Joseph  

was the 2nd place winner, and Kaela, a 4th grader was the 

3rd place winner.  Congratulations to these three 

students and to all who participated. They also did a 

wonderful job.  Make sure to congratulate them and all 

the students that participated. The 8th grade will also be 

participating in History Day 2019, on April 11th.  Their 

projects and reports will be on a war or battle that we 

have studied about.  This could be from the Civil War, up 

until present day wars.  The eighth graders also joined 

in on the celebration with Martin Luther King Jr. Day  
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Reading 8 

 Along with the new year seems to 

have come a substantial amount of 

confidence for my eighth-grade 

reading students. Suddenly they’ve 

mastered organizing and writing a 

variety of essays that will ease them 

into the ninth-grade writing 

requirements. Already this year the 

students have written two 

argumentative essays and are 

finishing their second expository essay. They’ve also 

compared and contrasted two of Poe’s short stories and 

wrote a literary analysis of “The Tale-Tell Heart.” A summary 

of Gulliver’s Travels will finish out the month. 

English 8 

Having completed their autobiographies, the students now 

spend two days a week incorporating different writing styles 

along with proper grammar into poetry and creative writing. 

Soon they’ll be presented a refresher punctuation unit which 

should be a breeze for them as they’ve been correcting their 

punctuation errors throughout the school year. 

English 7 

These students love to spend time writing in the computer 

lab. The fiction genre ranks #1 on their list of writing 

preferences; however, they will be branching into many 

different genres. Of course, no matter what type of writing is 

assigned, they must always use sentence variety, active 

voice, strong verbs, loads of adverbs and adjectives, and 

correct punctuation, grammar, and spelling. 

English 6 

Wow! These students will be the first to admit that their 

writing skills have drastically flourished. They’ve learned to 

properly write dialogue, use active voice, punctuate, and use 

clauses, phrases, and participles to give their stories 

smoothness and flair. I’m extremely proud of this eager 

group! 

 

 

 

Science 5 

It is so wonderful to 

have students who 

cheer when 

assigned projects. 

After studying the 

different biomes, 

the students chose 

a biome to 

creatively 

fabricate. Fun was a 

by-product of the 

project. Time spent in the lab always promises fun too. There 

the students learned about the advantages and 

disadvantages of different soils, and then used hydrogen 

peroxide to test soils for enzymes that would indicate fertile 

soil which would be beneficial to grow healthy plants. Soon 

the students will be building their own volcanoes and 

watching them erupt! 

MRS. TAMA KAIN 

5TH SCIENCE 

ENGLISH 6—8 
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MRS. HALEY PRIEBE 

SCIENCE 6, 7 AND 8 

6th Grade  

Learned about the different invertebrates that live on 

Earth, and the characteristics that they share. They learned 

about sponges, cnidarians, arthropods, and echinoderms. 

They will be preparing to start their dissection unit over the 

next couple of weeks. They will dissect Earthworms and 

Frogs, to learn about the different body parts and their 

functions. 

 

7th Grade 

Finishing the unit on Earth’s Changing surface. They learned 

about weather and soil formation, along with the agents of 

erosion and deposition. The 7th grades next unit will be over 

water on Earth. This will cover the water cycle, ground wa-

ter, and ocean ecology; to name a few.  

8th Grade 

Covering the unit on Forces, Motion and Energy. They have 

learned about speed, velocity and acceleration, momen-

tum, and properties of fluids. They are starting the section 

about machines, energy and heat technology.  
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FATHER KENNETH WEHRS 

RELIGION 7 & 8 

FATHER ANDREW LITT 

5TH AND 6TH RELIGION 

It’s hard to believe that January is done and over al-
ready.  For what I consider one of the longer months of 
the year it went by quickly.  It’s nice that we get to 
wrap up this month with Catholic Schools Week and all 
the fun and games that go along with it. 

In the fifth grade class we are working our way through 
the Fathers of our Faith.  We talked about Adam and 
Eve and have worked our way through Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, and Joseph.  We are starting in on Moses and 
the Israelites flight out of the land of Egypt into the 
Promised Land. 

In sixth grade we have just finished studying the first 
three Commandments in depth.  These three cover the 
love of God or what Jesus tells us is the greatest com-
mandment; that you shall love the Lord your God with 
all your strength, heart, mind, and soul.  We will contin-
ue to work our way through the next seven command-
ments and learn about how to love our neighbors. 

I’m hoping that February will be as quick and fun as 
January has been. 
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Class Leaders: 

1st Grade:

  Addyson 7.1 

2nd Grade  Pavyn  41.2 

3rd Grade  Clara  111.6 

4th Grade  Derick  135.4 

5th Grade  Jude  658.4 

6th Grade  Becca K 125.6 

7th Grade  Halee  115.3 

8th Grade  Amber  117.2 

WE ARE PROUD OF THESE AND ALL OF OUR 

Announcing! 

Kindergarten Roundup 

February 25th 
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MRS. LAURA BRODD 

PRESCHOOL 

News of the Little Knights 

It’s been a crazy new year already! The preschoolers fin-
ished 2018 learning about the letters R and M. We also 
talked about Advent and learned about all the candles. We 
read about hibernation and some of the animals that hiber-
nate during the winter. This year, we’ve learned about the 
letters G, D, O, and L. We read scholastic magazines about 
gingerbread, ice, and animals that live in the cold climates. 
During D week, we learned about Daniel and the Lions and 
made lion masks! We celebrated the 50th Day of School and 
dressed in our best 50’s gear! We also enjoyed celebrat-
Jacob’s birthday and Amelia and Katelyn’s half birthdays.  

The Toddler class also finished the year by learning about 
the letters R and M. We made R rainbows and M monsters! 
We painted snowmen with shaving cream and made some 
ornaments to give to our parents for Christmas. We also 
celebrated Dylan’s birthday and Gracelynn’s half-birthday in 
December. So far this year, we have made grass G’s, D dots, 
orange O’s, and Lego L’s. We’ve also been working on col-
ors and counting 1-10. We celebrated Evelyn’s birthday and 
Makaylin’s half-birthday. In December, both the preschool 
and toddler classes celebrated Muffins with Mom, and then 
in January, we celebrated Donuts with Dad! Thank you to 
all the moms, dads, grandmas, grandpas, aunts, and uncles 
what were able to attend. 

Little Knights had a cookie dough fundraiser during the 
month of November. These were our top sellers in each 
class. If they sold 10 tubs, they got Play-Doh and if they sold 
15 tubs, they were able to order a book out of the book or-
der. 

Above:  Augie, Kenlyn and Jacob, Afternoon Class 

Below:  Asher, Grace, Lexi and Easton, Morning Class 

Right:  Hannah, Dylan, Eve-

lyn, Gracelynn and Ryder, 

Toddler Class. 
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Knights News 
100 Years 1919—2019 
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*Menu Subject to Change* 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

St. Patrick School 

February 2019 

Lunch Menu 

100 Years 1919—2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

 
 

 
 1 

 

NO 
 

SCHOOL 
 

 

2 

 

3 4   Hamburger on 
Bun 

Baked Beans 
Sweet Potato Fries 

Fruit 
Milk 

5        Chicken 
Quesadilla 

Refried Beans 
Salsa 
Fruit 

Tortilla Chips 
Milk 

6    Spaghetti with 
Meatballs 

Corn 
Fruit 

Breadstick 
Milk 

7   Deli Sandwich on 
Flatbread 

Salad 
Vegetables 

Fruit 
Milk 

8         Omelet 
Breakfast Cookie 
Hashbrown Patty 

Fruit 
Juice 
Milk 

9 

10 11  Chicken Nuggets 
Sweet Potato Fries 

Vegetable 
Fruit 

Cookie 
Milk 

 

12  Chicken Fajita 
Peppers & Onions 

Salsa 
Fruit 

Tortilla Chips 
Milk 

13      Pork Chop 
Potatoes 
Broccoli 

Fruit 
Dinner Roll 

Milk 

14  1pm Dismissal 
Hot Dog on Bun 

Baked Beans 
Baby Carrots 

Fruit 
Milk 

15 
 

NO 
 

SCHOOL 

16 

17 18  Teriyaki Beef 
Fried Rice 

 Vegetables 
Fruit 

Birthday Cake 
 Milk 

 

19  Walking Tacos 
Refried Beans 

Salsa 
Fruit 

Tortilla Chips 
Milk 

20   Roast Chicken 
Potatoes 

Vegetable 
Fruit 

Roll or Muffin  
Milk 

21 
 

COOK’S 
 

CHOICE 

22 PBJ or Tuna Salad 
Sandwich 

Salad 
Baby Carrots 

Fruit 
Milk 

23 

24 25     Corn Dog 
Nuggets 

Baked Beans 
Vegetable 

Fruit 
Milk 

26  3rd Grade Menu 
Sausage Pancake 

On a Stick 
Hashbrown Patty 

Baby Carrots 
Oranges 
Brownie 

Milk 

27  Cherry Blossom 
Chicken 

Fried Rice 
Vegetable 

Fruit 
Dinner Roll 

Milk 

28 Hot Ham/Cheese 
Sandwich 

Corn 
Celery Sticks 

Fruit 
Milk 

1     Mini Cheese  
Ravioli 

Spaghetti Sauce 
Salad 
Fruit 

Cheesy Breadstick 
Milk 

 

 


