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A Message from Father Gary Brethour 

 March 2—6—ITBS Testing 

 March 4—2:00 Dismissal; Staff 
Lenten Study 

 March 5—First Confession/
Confessions 

 March 6—Kindergarten Round-
Up; First Friday Adoration 

 March 9—Jazz Band performs 2:00 

 March 10—Smart Cents Bank 1:15 

 March 11—2:00 Dismissal, Staff 
Lenten Study 

 March 13—End of 3rd Qtr.—
Stations of the Cross 2:45 

 March 16—Spring and Track Pho-
tos/ Report Cards go Home 

 March 17—St. Patrick’s Day 

 March 18—2:00 Dismissal—Staff 
Lenten Study 

 March 19—Big Brother/Big Sis-
ter—Little Brother/Sister Mass—
1:00 Dismissal  

 March 20—No School—Sip N See 

 March 21—G.I.F.T. Gala 

 March 24—Smart Cents Bank 1:15 

 March 25—2:00 Dismissal—Staff 
Lenten Study 

Dear Parents, 
 

I had the privilege to attend a retreat 
and conference at Mundelein seminary 
from Feb. 10 - 20. It was time spent in 
serious study and intense prayer.  It 
was demanding, and richly rewarding.  
I hope we all have a similar experience 
during this season of Lent. 
 

Pope Francis in his Ash Wednesday 
address made a challenging appeal (that 
really is common sense) to each of us 
regarding Lent.  One challenge is to 
simplify and quiet down.  He makes the 
radical suggestion to spend less, maybe 
much less, time using our electronics.  
Spend that time with the Word of God.  
Spend that time in a sincere conversa-
tion with Jesus in prayer.  Spend that 
time with your family in real personal 
interaction. 
 

Does prayer and all this make a differ-
ence?  The day after I returned to 
McCook from the retreat, someone 
told me that I looked younger.  Inter-
esting comment.  Well I did need a 
haircut.  But reflecting on this com-
ment, my answer to the observation is 
that the time in prayer and study was 
very inspiring and invigorating.  The 
content of the talks was a wakeup call.  
There is a spiritual battle going on and 
the souls of our kids and our own are at 
stake.  This made all the more vivid to 
me the need for our St. Patrick School. 
 

Ironically, as I was driving back to 
McCook I turned on the radio to a talk 
station.  The radio host was interview-
ing a man who is the maker of a new 
TV series called, “Haunting in the 
Heartland.”  Oh my, where to start and 
finish on this topic. Instead of calling a 
TV show producer if you have spiritual 

problems, the an-
swers are found in 
turning to Jesus, 
deep prayer and 
conversion of life.  
The message of 
Lent.  (The motive 
of the TV show is to 
make money off of the people with the 
problem by getting you to watch so 
they can sell ads. No thanks. And I seri-
ously doubt anyone is helped in the 
whole exchange.  Possibly end up with 
worse problems?) 
 

During the Wednesday afternoons of 
Lent, our staff is using the subscription 
to FORMED.org to which we all have 
access.  We will be watching and dis-
cussing and praying using the series of 
lessons by Dr. Michael Barber entitled, 
Salvation.  I encourage you to do the 
same.  (If you have not subscribed, why 
are you waiting?  Bargain Bazaar funds 
were used to provide this subscription 
for all of us.  To subscribe, go to 
FORMED.org and the subscribe tap.  
Put in St. Patrick McCook as your par-
ish.  Then your email address for user 
name and create your own password.  
Ask me if you need help.) 
 

FORMED.org has excellent children’s 
and adult programing.  If you are going 
to watch TV during Lent, make it 
count.  Make it uplifting.  Maybe you 
will even look younger???   OK, maybe 
not.  But, I pray we all grow in our 
love of Jesus and our neighbor this 
spring.  After all, what is life all about? 
 

God bless you all. 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

Fr. Gary Brethour 

ST. PATRICK SCHOOL 
401 East F Street   P O Box 1040 

McCook, NE  69001 308.345.4546 
www.stpatsmccook.com 

Go to https://

www.stpatsmccook.com/st--patrick-

elementary-school for Newsletters, 

Menus, Calendars, Policies and more. 
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Knights News 
Please pray for our priests and seminarians always. 
The following are several of our seminarians, along 
with a week you might offer prayers for them this 
month as they study and discern the priesthood. 

March 1—7th—John McDonald 

March 8—14—Bradley Moss 

March 15—21—Scott Nemec 

March 22—28—James O’Neil 

March 29—April 4—Liam O’Shea-Creal 

Big Brothers and Sisters 

attending Mass with their 

Little Brothers and Sisters 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

1st Sunday of 

Lent 

2 3 4   2:00   
Dismissal 
 
Staff Lenten 
Study 

5Confessions 

2nd Grade 

First  

Confession 

6  
 
 
 
Kindergarten 
Roundup 

Stations 2:45 
First Friday 

7 

8 

2nd Sunday of 

Lent 

9 MHS Jazz 

Band         

performs 

2:00 p.m. 

10 11  2:00  
Dismissal 

12 13 End of 3rd 
Quarter 
 
 
 
 
 
Stations 2:45 

14 

15 

3rd Sunday of 

Lent 

16     Spring   
Photos 

 

 

 
Report Cards 

17 18  2:00  
Dismissal 

19  

 

 

Mass   

1:00 Dis-

missal 

20 

 

 

 
Sip N See 

21G.I.F.T. 
Gala 

22 

4th Sunday of 

Lent 

23 24 25  2:00 
Dismissal 

26 27 

 

 

 

 
Stations 2:45 

28 

29 

5th Sunday of 

Lent 

30 31    

 

 

No 
School 

Staff  
Lenten 
Study 

Staff  
Lenten 
Study 

Staff  
Lenten 
Study 

I T B S   Testing 

 

St       
Patrick’s 

Day 

Smart Cents Bank 
1:15 

Smart Cents Bank 
1:15 

CYO Ski Trip 
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Lent began on Wednesday, February 25th. I look forward to 
our 2 o’clock outs on Wednesdays when we provide our 
teachers and staff some retreat time during our Lenten 
journey.  Lent is only 40 days, and our sacrifice, or what we 
choose to give up, is a language of love for God.   Denying 
ourselves something we enjoy is a simple and clear way to 
remember all that Christ has sacrificed on our behalf.  But 
focusing on what we are giving up is not the only way to get 
the most out of Lent.  My mother always said that if you cut 
something out of your life in Lent, you need to add 
something spiritual in. Our students at St. Patrick’s are 
lucky to have the opportunity to attend Stations of the 
Cross every Friday afternoon during Lent. As families 
during this time you may be thinking what can we do as a 
family to grow spiritually during Lent?  A few ideas I have 
ran across through the years are;  read a Lenten devotional 

book together, make a weekly adoration/holy 
hour, pray the Rosary or a decade of the 
Rosary before you eat, or go an hour or a 
night without TV.  All of these can seem like a ‘sacrifice’, 
but that is what Lent is for.  To help us grow spiritually, 
have greater openness to the Word of God, to build a closer 
relationship with Our Savior,  grow stronger will through 
self-denial and a greater zeal for our faith are just a few of 
the wonderful things we can gain in our Lenten sacrifice.  
 
I will continue to pray for your families as we enter into our 
Lenten journey together.  May your family be filled with 
the grace and courage to make Lent a time for growth and 
penance.  

Lent. 
A time to turn to God.  

To repent.  
To prepare. 

Lent. 
Don't waste it. 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

BY MRS. REBECCA REDL 

Knights News 

The Saint Patrick 

boys basketball 

team worked 

their way to a 2nd 

place trophy at 

the recent tourna-

ment in Palisade. 

Great job, 

Knights and 

Coach Weiser! 
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Knights News MRS. JENIFER JACOBS   
LIBRARIAN 

UGH… LENT!! 
 The struggle of lent.  
Let’s be real here for a 
moment, everyone 
dreads lent to some de-
gree.  I personally always 
try to come up with 
great excuses as to why I 
shouldn’t give up my 
favorite thing.  That’s 
right I did say shouldn’t, and I’ve come up with some pretty 
good reasons too.  First my family and everyone around me will 
suffer for at least a week as well.  Second I will inevitably FAIL 
a few times at least.  Thirdly, and this one is really my favorite, 
I DON’T WANT TO!!  I mean I like so many things, why not 
give up one of those instead. :-)  We get so stupidly attached to 
things, don’t we?  As if 40 whole days will indeed end us.  We 
are weak humans and boy does God know it!!   

Then, of course, I am gently reminded what lent is real-
ly about.  Growing closer to God, showing our love for Him, 
and remembering how he suffered and died for us.  So we are 
blessed with this time of prayer, self-denial, and charity.  To 
suffer is a gift to us, only then can we grasp a little bit of what 
God did for us.   So we suck it up and press forward, trying our 
best.  I’ll be praying for all of you this Lenten season, please 
pray for me as well.  I WILL need it. :-) 
 Matthew reminds us, for where your treasure is, there also 
will your heart be. (Matthew 6: 21)  

The 1st grade students wrote 

about what they love about their 

school during  

Catholic Schools Week. 
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Knights News 

4th grade students working on percussion exploration in music class. 

In music class, kinder-

garten students work on 

bell tones, and 2nd 

grade work on listening 

for the beat,  bouncing 

the ball to the beat. 
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MRS. LARA STEWART 

KINDERGARTEN 

 

M- Many words we are reading and learning to see,  

       Please continue to practice at home with me. 

A- All graphs in math we have learned are such fun,  

    So smart we will be when we are all done! 

R- Ready to write sentences, we’ve learned all the 

      parts,       

      Punctuation marks excite us, bless our little hearts! 

C- Christ is the image we want to follow each day, 

      Stations of the Cross we will learn to pray. 

H- How many ways can we count to 100? By ones, twos,  

     fives, and tens you will see, 

     If we can get them all,  it’s ice cream...yippee! 

Organizing to go to Big Brother/Big Sis-

ter—Little Brother/Little Sister Mass 

Kindergarten pass 

the bean bag on the 

beat in music class. 
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MRS. AMANDA PETERSON 

1ST GRADE 

Knights News 

In addition to our regular 

studies, the first grade stu-

dents have been working at 

being the “I” in kind. We 

reinforce this message 

throughout school, recog-

nizing their acts of kindness 

to fellow students and staff. 

Keep up the good work, 

first grade! 
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Knights News 
100 Years 1919—2019 

The 1st grade 

students wrote 

about what 

they love 

about their 

school during 

Catholic 

Schools 

Week. 
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Spring is almost here and I am so excited! Thank you to 
everyone who brought treats and drinks to the Valentine’s 
Day party. Parents, it was nice to see you at conferences 
to chat about your kiddo! Here is what we have been up 
to and what March will bring! 
  We wrapped up our two chapters on money, and now 
we are moving on to time. There is only one chapter of 

time, so after we finish with it we will start with 
our place value of the hundreds. Earlier this year 
we practiced with place value of the tens and ones, 
now we are going to advance what we know by moving 
on to the next place value level. 

In science we are diving into our unit on physical 
science. We are going to be talking about motion and 
force, magnets, sound, and light and heat.  

MS. KHALEY LEE 

2ND GRADE 

Knights News 
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MRS. LINDA BREWSTER 

3RD GRADE 

Please keep practicing the basic multiplication facts for 15 minutes every 
night, even when we have moved on to division. That way your child will 
not forget them. It is important that your child practice these even through 
the summer! 

Big Brothers/Big Sisters attending Mass with Little Brothers/Little Sisters. 

 

Sharing what 
we have 
learned 
about 

The 3rd grade students learned about simple machines, 
then built their own. They then shared their machine and 
how it works with the 2nd grade class. 
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Knights News 

3rd  

Grade 

Students 

Demonstrate 

Simple 

Machines 

They 

Made to 

2nd  

Grade 
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Knights News 
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Knights News 



15 

Knights News 
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MRS. TAMA KAIN 

4TH GRADE 
Knights News 

Fun, Fact, Fiction, and Frustration pretty much sum up 

our month and demonstrate one of the literary techniques 

we’ve learned – alliteration. Although I missed out on Cath-

olic Schools Week, the students assured me that it was a lot 

of fun. Also, our Valentine party which consisted of too 

many sugary treats and some competitive games, filled us 

with delight. Just today, one of my students claimed that she 

has learned so much this year. I hope those facts will be re-

tained and built upon in the coming years. Fiction reading 

stories have helped them expand their vocabulary and their 

writing skills. Each week I assign at least one writing assign-

ment to strengthen their thinking and writing skills. Frus-

tration has been expressed in math class. While they un-

derstand the concepts of mean, median, mode, range, 

graphs, and line plots, the wording of the word problems 

sometimes confuses them. They are troopers though who 

work hard to understand and who desire knowledge! 

4th grade students working on 

percussion exploration. 
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FATHER ANDREW LITT      
5—6 RELIGION 

Happy Lent!  A season of Almsgiving, 
Fasting, and Prayer.  Lent is that time 
were we slow down in our lives to real-
ly focus on what our relationship with 
Christ really looks like.  It’s a season of 
conversion, turning away from sin and 
our attachments to this world so that we 
might turn our hearts to Christ.  This is 
what we learn during our religion class; 
whether it’s learning of Jesus’ for-
giveness in the Gospel or finishing our 
study on the Ten Commandments and 
learning about the Beatitudes.  This sea-
son is a great time to sit down with your 
family and to spend some more time 
sharing your faith and growing in your 
relationship with each other and God. 
Be assured of my prayers during this 
holy season. 

 

Fr. Litt 

Knights News 
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6th Math 
 The sixth graders are finally moving on from frac-
tions, however they will still be popping up in just 
about every lesson in this chapter as well. We are now 
moving our focus onto ratios, proportions, and per-
cents. The first couple days of working through this 
hasn’t been too bad, we are going as slow as we need 
to and as fast as we have to with these lessons. Next 
up is geometry which might be a nice change of pace.  

6th Reading 
  The class just finished up Collection 3 which provided a 
wonderful opportunity to write poems as our ending per-
formance task. I was very impressed with all of the stu-
dents’ poetry writing ability, plus they seemed to have a 
bit of fun changing things up from our usual essay task to 
the poem. This next collection’s theme is “Making your 
Voice Heard”. I am excited for discussions covering the 
best way of going about expressing yourself and reading 
about how others do so through writing and reading.  

MS. TAYLOR GEISLER  

5TH GRADE HOMEROOM   

MATH GRADES 5 & 6 

READING GRADES 6 –8 

Knights News 
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MS. TAYLOR GEISLER  

5TH GRADE HOMEROOM   

MATH GRADES 5 & 6 

READING GRADES 6 –8 

Knights News 

5th Math 
Time seems to be moving faster and faster with each new 
month! The fifth graders just started a new unit, leaving 
behind decimals and now turning their focus to data and 
statistics. We’ll soon be going over finding the mean, me-
dian, mode, and range which I know they will succeed in 
by working through the first couple lessons with them. 
Along with analyzing sets of data we will be looking at and 
creating our own graphs here soon.  
 

7th Reading 
We have moved onto Collection 4 in seventh grade read-
ing which has the theme of “Risk and Exploration”. Like 
usual we will be holding discussions over each reading that 
covers this theme including a variety of genres. Along 
with going through this collection we have been practicing 
and applying good test taking strategies when it comes to 
reading exams. The goal is to be more prepared and confi-
dent when taking a reading test or any other subject test.  
 

8th Reading 
The eighth graders are close to finishing A Tale of Two 
Cities by Charles Dickens. After a few days of reading and 

discussing the book as a class, they figured out it wasn’t as 
bad as past students have been telling them. This book has 
lead to several discussions turned into civil arguments that 
usually end in a tie, boys vs. girls. I am very proud of 
them for being able to look past the old timey wording 
and figure out in simple terms what exactly is going on, 
hopefully we can finish the book off strong! 
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The month of February just flew by. All stu-
dents have been busy dribbling and shooting 
with basketballs. There is some real talent 
here at Saint Patrick. Lower grade students 
participated in Hoops for Heart. Students 
learned how to keep their own hearts 
healthy as well as raised funds for those in 
need of help for their heart Students in 
grades 6-8 got the chance to go bowling 
thanks to the generosity of TJ’s Family Fun 
Center. All students really enjoyed the op-
portunity to try something new. All three 
grades went together with Mrs. Hilker and 
I. We have some of the most well behaved 
kids at this school it is a joy to take them on 
outings’. We will begin our physical fitness 
testing in March this year and hopefully beat 
the heat for our mile run.   

The 5th grade students have currently started 
their unit on Earth Science. Each week, I share a 
read- aloud to introduce the vocabulary and kick 
off the lesson.  This month’s AR project includes 
a diorama of their favorite scene in their book 
along with the characters, and plot line. It has 
been exciting to see their creativity through the 
projects.  

The 5th grade English students are finishing 
learning about prepositional phrases and ad-
verbs. Their next unit will be over sentence 
structure. The 6th through 8th grade will be test-
ing over adverbs and will be starting conjunc-
tions, interjections. They will also be learning 
how to end declarative, exclamatory and imper-
ative sentences.   

Knights News 
MRS. HALEY PRIEBE  

6TH GRADE HOMEROOM   

READING GRADE 5 

ENGLISH 5—8 

MRS. TONI GERVER 

K—8 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
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MR. JIM HALL  

MATH 7—8;  ALGEBRA 8 
MRS. LORI HILKER 

VOCAL MUSIC K-8 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 5—8 

 MATH 7 
 We continue to plug away here in the math room 
of St. Pat’s!  The seventh graders are beginning the 
chapter on geometry.  They have a handout they 
filled in with all the definitions they will need.  We 
refer to it daily.  We continue to remind them to 
SHOW ALL their work on the paper they turn in 
(not on “scratch paper” or in some far off corner of 
the paper they turned in:).  We are also stressing 
the importance of working down the paper neatly 
as they do their assignments.  We continue to try 
to get the students to have a habit of taking notes in 
class even if it is only a couple of examples.  Final-
ly, we are encouraging students to ask questions in 
class while they are working on homework AND 
before handing in their daily homework assign-
ment.  After the last few weeks of Catholic Schools 
week and parent/teachers conferences, we are 
happy to get back into our familiar routine – after 
all we are creatures of habit!   
 

Algebra 
 The algebra class just finished the chapter on ex-
ponentials and radicals.  We have started a new 
chapter in which we will learn how to add, sub-
tract, multiply and divide polynomial expressions.  
This will be followed by factoring those expres-
sions – both skills new to them and ones they will 
continue to use throughout the remainder of the 
year and all math courses to follow.  These stu-
dents should be very prepared for the math in their 
future.   
 

Math 8 
 The eighth grade math class are finishing the 
chapter on solving equations with percentages and 
they will be starting a chapter on linear functions 
and graphs. We enjoyed visiting with the parents 
that were able to make it to conferences.  As al-
ways we will continue to do all we can to make 
progress.  If you ever have questions, please feel 
free to call or come visit.  And, as always, the sup-
port you give at home is much appreciated. 

Knights News 

1stand 2nd are really working on music reading skills right now! 
Most Fridays we are learning to play songs on glockenspiel bells.  
So far we have learned C, D, E, F and G, and have played quarter 
notes, half notes and whole notes. 

The 4th grade students are learning how to play recorders via a 
method called “Recorder Karate”. Students test on individual songs 
to be awarded ‘belts’ of different colors.   

5th – 8th grade music students will be competing in the Cam-
bridge Middle School Music Festival scheduled for Friday, 
April 17th. 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grade Band members will be per-
forming solos or in small ensembles.  All 5th – 8th grade students 
have the opportunity to sing vocal solos and ensemble entries as 
well. This does require one-on-one instruction with me either be-
fore or after school. Parents of students who will be competing 
should be on the lookout for a note in mid-March with more infor-
mation. We will need some parents to volunteer as sponsors.  If 
you would like to help, please leave a message with Mrs. Bortner 
in the office.  Thank you 

K – 4th grade students continue to work on the elements of music 
including note values, rhythms, melodic directional movement, 
dynamics and tempo. Our learning continues and we can’t wait to 
share it with you at the Spring Program which is scheduled to be 
Thursday, May 7. 

First grade students playing “My Mama’s 
Callin’ Me” circle game in music class. 
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Knights News 
100 Years 1919—2019 

 
 

5th Grade  
February was a very busy month and it 
looks like March will be even busier.  
We celebrated President Day’s on Feb-
ruary 17, 2020.  Each student completed 
a report on “If they were President what 
would they change?” The fifth graders 
have been very busy with their state pro-
jects for History Day on April 2, 2020.  
They each picked one of the 50 states in 
the US and are writing a report on the 
state.  When they have completed their 
report they will then turn their focus to 
their project boards.  These will all be 
presented on History Day.  For the 
month of March, we will be looking for-
ward to celebrating and looking into the 
history of Saint Patrick’s Day!  Yes, we 
will have reports posted on our wall outside of our Social 
Studies room, so please stop by and see them.    
  
6th Grade  
The sixth graders are still studying the continent of Asia.  We 
have explored Southwest Asia, South and Central Asia, and 
we are just starting East and Southeast Asia.  The sixth graders 
also joined in on the celebration of Presidents Day.  I think we 
all learned something new about at least one of our Presidents 
of the United States.  They are on our wall outside the class-
room if you would like to see them.  The sixth graders also 
have been working on their “History Day” projects and re-
ports.  They were given the opportunity to pick a country 
anywhere in the world.  Along with their project boards and 
reports, they will also make a popular dish from their coun-
try.   Parents will be invited to view their projects in the 
hallway on History Day, April 2nd, from 6:00 pm – 7:00 
pm.  The student body will be able to view them around 
2:30 pm.    During the month of March, we will also be 
working on reports on Saint Patrick’s Day! We will have 
these posted on our wall outside of our Social Studies room, 
so please stop by and see them.  We are still writing letters 
with our pin pals from different countries that attend MCC.  
In April, we will have a chance to meet them as they have 
invited us to the college for lunch!  The students are really 
looking forward to it.  
 

7th Grade 
We are continuing our study about the 
American Revolution, the Westward Ex-
pansion, and will lead up to the start of the 
Civil War.  The chapter we have just com-
pleted was on the French and Indian War, 
the Boston Tea Party, the Stamp Act, and 
Tea Act.  I think the 7th graders were very 
impressed with how our government has 
changed since the 1700’s.  Some were 
even impressed at how some parts of our 
government have stayed the same.  The 
next chapter we will start our study of the 
American Revolution.  They are excited, 
as this will lead up to the Civil War.   
 
8th Grade  
The eighth graders have just finished stud-
ying about World War I, the Roaring 
Twenties, and the Great Depression. They 
have had several projects including per-

forming a dance from the 1920 era, making their own inven-
tion, and are in the process of seeing what the Great Depres-
sion was like.  They will be putting together a budget with 
only so much money to spend for a month.  Hopefully they 
will see what it was like to live during the Great Depression 
and what people had to do to be able to survive the Great De-
pression after losing their jobs.  We will then start the World 
War II Era. We have several history buffs in the eighth grade 
and they are really excited in starting the study of Hitler, Sta-
lin, and Mussolini.  The rest of the class is ready to explore 
and study Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor and the United 
States answer to the attack.  We definitely will have our hands 
full as it seems like graduation is just around the corner.   

MRS. LANAE FRITSCH 

EIGHTH HOMEROOM, 

SOCIAL STUDIES 5—8 
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100 Years 1919—2019 
MR. ZACH WIESER 

7th HOMEROOM; 5—8 SCIENCE 

2ND GRADE RELIGION 

BOYS BASKETBALL COACH 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!  Hard to believe how fast this school year is go-
ing!  Before you know it we’ll be basking in summer sunshine! 
We hope everyone is getting ready for the Gala.  Praying for a successful 
night! 
Our Harvest of the Month for March is dry beans.  Did you know that 
Nebraska is the largest producer of great northern beans in the US?  And 
we’re the second largest producer of light red kidney and pinto beans!  
That’s pretty impressive!  Beans are an excellent source of fiber and plant 
protein and are naturally low in fat and sodium.  We offer baked beans, 
refried beans, and a black bean and corn mix.  I’m impressed with how 
willing the younger students are to try new items on the menu.  Please 
continue to offer new things at home and encourage your children to try 
them.   
Please remember to check your student’s backpack for lunch statements.  
You may also call 345-5542 to check on your account as well. 
 

5th Science 
 

The students are working their way through Chapter 7 right 
now.. Chapter 6 was about volcanoes, and earthquakes, and 
how erosion shapes our Earth. Chapter 7 is focusing on 
weather. The 5th graders will be learning all about weather 
and why we have the different types of weather that we do. 
 
6th Science 
 

The 6th graders have been working hard. We just finished up 
learning all about mammals, and what makes them so 
unique. The students have jumped right into learning about 
cells, as we go into great detail about each part of a cell, and 
the different types of cells. 
 
7th Science 
 

In 7th grade science we are working through plate tectonics.  
They are learning all about plate boundaries, how they 
work, and why they occur.  Our science fair project is well 
under way. In March, we will be completing the entire pro-
ject. Some important dates to keep in mind: March 6th the 
project is due and March 30th, the boards are due. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8th Science 
 
In 8th science, the students are studying about work and ma-
chines.  We are going through simple and compound ma-
chines, and why they make doing work easier and more effi-
cient.  Our science fair project is well under way. In March, 
we will be completing the entire project. Some important 
dates to keep in mind: March 6th the project is due and 
March 30th, the boards are due. 

MRS GALE SLATTERY 

HEAD COOK 

Knights News 
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MRS. DEONNE HINZ 

ART K—8   COMPUTER 5—8 

March is considered Youth Art Month and there is so much 
for our students to celebrate. Congratulations to Addy (6th 
Grade) and Avalyn (3rd Grade) for having artwork to selected 
to hang in the Nebraska State Capital Building in honor of 
YAM Art Exhibit. Their artwork will be on display from 
March 8-21, and on March 21 at 2:00pm there will be a 
Y.A.M. Ceremony in the State Capitol Rotunda. 

In the month of March, the 7th and 8th grade students will be 
participating in the McCook Art Guild Open Art Show. The 
Art Department will pay for half of the entry fee for those 
students participating. All 7th and 8th grade students are re-
quired to enter in the competition The amount due by stu-
dents is $2.50. Prizes will be given for Best of Show, 1st 
place, 2nd place and 3rd place as well as a People’s Choice 
Award, and 5 Honorable Mentions. Please have the student’s 
fee for the show to the school no later than March 4th. The 
show will be on public display March 10 – 30th during reg-
ular business hours of 10am – 4:00pm Tuesday and Saturday 
and Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday from 1:00pm to 
4:00pm at the McCook Art Center, 209 Norris Ave. Also on 
Saturday, March 16th there will be a public reception for 
the student artists at 1:00 – 4:00pm. 

 Due to the generosity of the John Clesson and the members 
of the McCook Art Guild, our 8th Grade students will be go-
ing on an all-day field trip, to the Fine Art Center down 
town on March 10. The students will create a stain glass 
work of art thanks to all the glass donated by the McCook 
Art Guild. There are many more supplies needed to make 
this workshop for the 8th grade a success so if there is anyone 

will to contribute to this make this day a success please con-
tact Mrs. Hinz at the school. Some materials needed: sol-
dering irons, glass cutters, glass grinders, lead-free 
or 60/40 solder for stain glass (safe for student use). 

The students are doing an amazing job and they 
should be very proud of their accomplishments. In order for 
anyone to do well at anything it takes practice.  I encourage 
the students to practice their art skills at home through the 
use of sketchbook assignments, free draw opportunities or 
just have time to play with art materials, because everyone 
needs a chance to use their creative skills.  Art is not only a 
passion for some people, it is an obsession that needs to be 
nurtured, at every open opportunity. As artist Bill Leak said 
“Obsession is a driving force, a gift rather than a difficulty. 
Obsessive people do the things they believe in, about which 
no one else can see the point . . . “ Picasso wouldn't have 
churned out the same number of documented works of art if 
he hadn't been obsessed. If Beethoven hadn't been obsessed 
with music he probably would have given the game away 
when he realized he was deaf.  So taking the time to practice 
creating art is one of the biggest ways to nurture our creative 
side.  Who knows, maybe art is YOUR obsession too. 

Knights News 

http://www.artquotes.net/masters/picasso.htm
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MRS. DEONNE HINZ 

ART K—8   COMPUTER 5—8 
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Each class 

walked to 

visit the 

Sheldon Art 

Exhibit. 

Show here is 

the 1st grade 

class. 
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3rd Grade:  Cole & Aidyn 

2nd Grade:  Addyson & Penelo-

5th Grade:  Derick & Kaela 

7th Grade:  Mark & Zach 

1st—Anthony, 2.4 pts; Charlotte, Adelyn & 
Matthew, 2 pts each 
2nd—Addison, 11.6 pts, Penelope, 10.1 pts. 
3rd—Cole 21.6 pts; Aidyn 21 pts. 
4th—Clara 13 pts.; Kevin 10.9 pts. 
5th—Derick 44 pts. Kaela 16.9 pts. 
6th—Jude 54.1 pts; Madison 17 pts. 
7th—Mark 36 pts.; Zach 28 pts. 
8th—Halee 69 pts.; Evan and Grace, 9 pts. each 
Great Job, Readers!! Keep up the good work! 

Top  
AR point earners 

by grade 
February 

6th Grade:  Jude & Madison 

4th Grade:  Clara & Kevin 

8th Grade:  Halee, Evan & Grace 

Knights News 
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1st Grade:  Anthony, Charlotte, 

Adelyn & Matthew 
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News of the Little Knights 

MS. LAURA MILLER 

PRESCHOOL TEACHER 

VOLLEYBALL COACH 

February has been full of lots of fun 
activities. In the preschool class, we 
have learned and made noodle N’s, 
orange O’s, and popcorn P’s. We’ve 
started learning how to write our 
name in all capitals too. We made 
cotton ball hears for Valentine’s Day 
and clean teeth when we learned 

about dental health. Also, a big thank you to all the 
moms and grandmas that were able to come to Muffins 
with Mom. We loved having you at school! We also 
celebrated Maggie and Hazel’s summer birthdays. 
In the PreK classes, we finished up letters, P, B, and 
D, along with colors purple, pink, blue, black, and 
brown. We made love bugs for Valentine’s Day. We 
also read scholastic magazines about Valentine’s Day 
and dental health. We’ve done a lot of reviewing our 
letters before we get into the tricky diagonal line let-
ters. We celebrated Addysen’s summer birthday in the 
PreK 4 class during February. 
The PreK 4 class was also able to have Donuts with 
Dad during the month of February. Thank you to all 
the dads, grandpas, and mom and were able to make 
it. 
The PreK 3 class hit 50 days of preschool at the begin-
ning of February. We celebrated by dressing in our 
awesome cloths from the 50’s, counting to 50 with 
fruit loops, and we even had root beer floats for snack! 
All three classes got to take a field trip to Southwest 
Nebraska Dental at the beginning of February, because 
it is dental health month. We learned that you need to 
brush your teeth twice a day and floss once a day. It 
was such a fun day! 

PreK 3 at the dentist, above, and dressed in 50’s outfits below 

Preschool at the dentist. 
PreK 4 at the dentist. 
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News of the Little Knights 

MS. LAURA MILLER 

PRESCHOOL TEACHER 

PreK Love Bugs 
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*Menu Subject to Change* 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

Go to https://www.stpatsmccook.com/st--patrick-elementary-school for Newsletters, Menus, Calendars, Policies and more. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2   Hot Dog on a 
Bun 

Baked Beans 
Sweet Potatoes 

Fruit 
Milk 

  
  

3    Chicken & Rice 
Casserole 
Broccoli 

Fruit 
Muffin 

Milk 

4    Deli Sandwich 
Salad 

Baby Carrots 
Fruit 
Milk 

  

5   Pulled Pork on a 

bun 
French Fries 

Vegetable 
Fruit 
Milk 

  

6       Fish Sticks 
Macaroni & Cheese 

Coleslaw 
Vegetable 

Fruit 
Milk 

7 

8 9   Hamburger on a 
Bun 

Baked Beans 
Sweet Potato Fries 

Fruit 
Birthday Cake 

Milk 

10  Scallop Potatoes 
Ham 

Green Beans 
Fruit 

Dinner Roll 
Milk 

11  Chicken Parmesan 
Pasta 
Salad 
Fruit 

Garlic Bread 
Milk 

12  Soft Shell Taco 
Beans 
Salsa 
Fruit 

Tortilla Chips 
Milk 

13   Grilled Cheese 
Sandwich 

Tomato Soup 
Vegetables 

Fruit 
Milk 

14 

15 16  Chicken Fajita 
Refried Beans 

Salsa 
Fruit 

Tortilla Chips 
Milk 

17  Roast Chicken 
Mashed Potatoes 

Vegetable 
Fruit 

Roll or Muffin 
Milk 

18          Pasta 
Meatballs 

Spaghetti Sauce 
Salad 
Fruit 

Garlic Bread 

19   Corn Dog Nuggets 
Vegetable 

Sweet Potato Fries 
Fruit 
Milk 

  

20 
  

NO 

  

SCHOOL 

21 

22 23  2nd Grade Menu 
Chicken Nuggets 

Celery 
Green Beans 

Mandarin Oranges 
Dinner Roll 

Dirt Pudding 
Milk 

24   Sloppy Joe on 
Bun 

Baked Beans 
Vegetable 

Fruit 
Milk 

25       Pork Chop 
Potatoes 

Vegetable 
Fruit 

Cookie 
Milk 

26       Goulash 
Vegetable 

Fruit 
Dinner Roll 

Milk 

27  Cheese Ravioli 
Spaghetti Sauce 

Salad 
Fruit 

Cheesy Breadstick 
Milk 

28 

 30   Pancake Wrap 
Yogurt 

Hashbrown Patty 
Fruit 
Juice 
Milk 

31 
  

COOK’S 

  

CHOICE 

    

https://www.stpatsmccook.com/st--patrick-elementary-school

