Knights News
100 Years 1919— 2019
April 2020  Volume 2019—20 Issue 8

ST. PATRICK SCHOOL
401 East F Street  P O Box 1040
McCook, NE 69001 308.345.4546
www.stpatsmccook.com

A Message from Father Gary Brethour
Message from
Fr. Brethour

Page 1 –2

Principal’s Message

Page 3-4

News /Information

Page 5-34

Dear St. Patrick
School friends:

The biggest news is
the obvious. Covid-19
has changed our lives.
Accelerated Reader Page 35-36 Please do all you can
Page 37-38 to continue to keep
Little Knights
Page 39-40 yourself and your famAppendix
ily from being too
close to other individuals/families to slow the spread of the coronavirus.
St. Patrick School will be closed to the students at least
until May 4th. After listening Monday afternoon to Gov.
Pete Ricketts and Matt Blomstedt, the Nebraska commissioner of education, it seems very likely we will not be
back in normal operation this school year. We are taking
our directions from these state officials, and the state and
local area health officials. (Thank you, Myra Stoney and
your staff.)
The doors may be closed at our school, but our goal is to
keep the learning moving forward. Parents do all you can to establish healthy
routines at home regarding prayer,
school work, play, bedtime, TV time,
etc.
Archbishop Lucas has suspended all
public Masses and communal celebration of the sacraments and other liturgies and events indefinitely. Please continue to pray that the Covid-19 situation ends soon. Pray for those who are
sick and/or isolated. Call them and ask
how you can help… while staying safe.
Go to https://
www.stpatsmccook.com/st--patrickelementary-school for Newsletters,
Menus, Calendars, Policies and more.

When you pick up your students school
work this Friday in the gym, we will
also include palm branches that have
been blessed. You can use them in your
home while watching Mass on TV and/
or reading the Sacred Scriptures with
your family. Please do your utmost to
keep your family’s spiritual life and
routine going.
St. Patrick School uses a system you are already familiar
with to alert you to school news, for example, snow days.
To keep up with the rapidly changing parish news and
schedules, I encourage you to sign up for Flocknote.
Flocknote allows me to send text or email to those who
sign up for this service. The current virus situation changes
so rapidly. We make plans, and have to change them.
Keeping you informed by regular physical letters delivered
by the post office is just too slow to keep you current.
(Take out your cell phone. Start new text message. Text
to #84576. Text keyword “McCook”. Receive
“Welcome” message. Send your email address. Go online
to log in and fill out added info). Continued on page 2…
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Continued from page 1...

Thank you to all who went through the FACTS Good Shepherd and parish based scholarship application process. We at St. Ann and Sacred Heart know how to come and
had an excellent response to get this done by the March 31 go from those beautiful old churches.
deadline. Thank you.
Please let us know if you need something, and most espeLastly, but very important, please remember to support our cially if you have a life threatening emergency. The hospital
parishes financially. Our expenses for utilities, payroll, in- and other care facilities will let the priests come in for those
surance, etc., etc. have changed very little, even though our serious situations.
daily routines have. Please mail in your contribution, drop
it by the rectory, or put it in the votive candle money lock- God bless you.
box. (If you use the candle money box, please clearly mark
the envelope so we know you are not purchasing 50 canSincerely yours in Christ,
dles, but are rather supporting the regular work of the
church to bring Jesus Christ to Southwest Nebraska.)
Fr. Gary Brethour
Please consider registering for online giving. It is easy to use
and secure. Very helpful to you and our parish staff. (Please
visit our parish website: www.stpatsmccook.com. Click on
the online giving tab and follow the simple procedure.)

Please pray for our priests and seminarians always.
The following are several of our seminarians, along
with a week you might offer prayers for them this
month as they study and discern the priesthood.

St. Patrick Church is open from about 6:30 AM to approximately 9 PM every day. (Ask for the combo to the door
lock if you come earlier or later.) I assume our parishioners

March 29—April 4—Liam O’Shea-Creal
April 5-11—Daniel Rdinger
April 12-18— Augustine Reimers
April 19-25—Daniel Reiter
April 26-May 2—Rev. Mr. Alec Sasse

Caleb Shaw has won the local, district,
& regional Knights of Columbus Free
Throw competition for boys age 14.
Caleb qualified for the Nebraska State
free throw contest.
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nice it is to have your kids at home with you.
How family time is now something that is front
runner on everyone’s time table. Life has slowed
down, fun is being had and as of today, our area of
Nebraska is still virus free. I want you to know that I do
APPRECIATE you. In a matter of days, your work life
and home life have gotten the promotion to
homeschooling teacher. You are doing your very best, I
am sure of that. However remember your student’s
teachers are always an email away. Please reach out if
you are having any problems, whatsoever. We are a
team and we will get through this together.

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
BY MRS. REBECCA REDL

Since our last newsletter our education world has
changed drastically. My days now are spent listening to
webinars, watching different newscasts and trying to
focus on what is positive in all the information I have
been receiving since we shut our doors to students. Let
me tell you, there is so much in this to be grateful for.

I’m especially grateful for our teachers. Our schools may
be closed but learning has not stopped, for students and
teachers. Our teachers are in the building working on
Tuesdays and Thursdays, however I know they are doing
more work outside of these times. I do appreciate seeing
them, collaborating with them and watching them grow
in their new online teaching styles. These are
challenging times for our teachers but they are working
and helping each other in our new teaching
environment.
Continued on page 4...

I’m am grateful for our
parents. On your Friday
pickups, I am grateful for the
small chats I get to have with
you as you come and go. It
definitely helps me end my
week with a boost of
happiness. So many of you
have commented on how

Our 8th grade students
recently created these
amazing stained glass
crosses. Mrs. Hinz,
with the help of the
McCook Art Guild,
helped the students
with their beautiful
artwork.
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Social Distance Staff Meetings

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
BY MRS. REBECCA REDL

Continued from page 3...

By week three, our teachers are honing their on-line learning skills
and providing our students with great lessons to keep them learning.
I know our teachers are missing our students desperately. But our
prayers are with everyone to be healthy and happy and learning
during this time.

Our children never care how much we know until they know how
much we care. What an opportunity to show them what a great life
we have been given. When we pay attention and do not judge how
the gift should be packaged, surprise and delight will fill our hearts.
God continues to offer us what we need in unexpected ways. Thanks
be to God.
“Let no one ever come to you without leaving better and happier.”
Mother Teresa

Erika Hoyt; Taylor O’Dell; Elizabeth Barenberg; Maddie Hinze, all
graduates of St. Patrick School were part of the MHS Jazz Band that
performed in our school in March. It is always wonderful to see former students doing well.
4
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MRS. JENIFER JACOBS
LIBRARIAN

SIMPLE RIGHT?
As I am reflecting on what to write, I am at a loss. This is a
strange time. Shall I write something to lift your spirits? Well,
that almost feels fake. Shall I write about COVID19 and the craziness of it all? Well, that just seems depressing! Frankly, I am
tired of hearing about it, so I’m going to assume you are as well.
My mother, a very wise women, always says, “This too, shall
pass.” So…. You guessed it. This is what I’ve decided to write
about. “This too, shall pass” is a Persian adage used in multiple
languages. It reflects on the temporary nature of the human condition. In short it means, don’t sweat it! We will get through
this.
There are certain holes that can’t be filled during this time. First
and foremost is the loss of the Blessed Sacrament. I MISS IT!!!
My heart aches to receive the Lord in the Eucharist. I don’t
mind telling you I may cry like a baby the first time I get Holy
Communion again. This too shall pass and I look forward to rejoicing together on that day!! :-)
There are also certain opportunities that have come. This time
with my children has been a blessing. We have had many laughs
and goofy moments. Going crazy together is always more fun
than going crazy alone. :-) This too will pass and
I will miss it in a way I cannot explain.
So if you’re in the dumps, pick yourself up, dust
off and surge forward!! The most I can say about
all of this is…..
THIS TOO, SHALL PASS.
When things are bad, remember:
It won’t always be this way.
Take one day at a time.
When things are good, remember:
It won’t always be this way.
ENJOY every great moment.
-Persian Poets
5

Mrs. Jacobs has been
keeping very busy! She
has been working organizing the library and
cleaning it, and along
with Mrs. Arterburn
has been cleaning lockers, and helping Fr.
Brethour to scan items
into the computer.
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Mrs. Arterburn and Mrs. Stewart preparing packets for the coming week. Notice the social distancing!

Kindergarten Roundup was held in early
March, with a great group of little people
coming to meet their teachers.
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MRS. LARA STEWART

KINDERGARTEN

A new way of learning we are adjusting to,

People we are missing…that is
you!

Reading to the iPad I am figuring
out…be patient with me…phew!
The Kindergarten students made
portraits of the faculty and staff
during Catholic Schools Week.
We have included them in this
issue of Knights News. Great
artwork, Kindergarten!

I

anxiously await to see the work

you will do.

Learning can happen anywhere
but I wish my
Kinders were with me!
Boo Hoo.

Kaitlyn and her friends attend Koenig Academy,
AKA Saint Patrick School Distance Learning
7
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MRS. AMANDA PETERSON

1ST GRADE
Well, March usually seems to be a month that kind of drags on and is known
for the dreary weather. However, this month for school seems like March
just blew right on out the door with little to no warning! We did get to do
some fun stuff in the classroom before the kids left like celebrating Dr. Seuss
week! We enjoyed so many good Dr. Seuss books and you can see the kids
sure do make cute Dr. Seuss characters! We also had lots of yummy snacks
for ITBS testing, so a huge thank you to all the parents who provided snacks.
Now as we move forward in April school sure does look different!! I am
doing my very best to provide you parents with as much support as I can for
you to teach your children from home. I hope and pray we will get to have
the sounds of those sweet children’s voices echo the hallways again soon! I
pray you are soaking in the extra time with your family and enjoying this
special season of Lent. As we prepare for our Risen
Lord on Easter!

Kate studies at home while Mrs. Peterson prepares another week of at home lessons.
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Dr. Seuss Week in
First Grade!
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MS. KHALEY LEE
2ND GRADE

Sweet, smiling students not at school with me.
Praying for our town, our state, and our country.
Remembering this time is to strengthen our relationship with Jesus.
It always seems impossible until it’s done.
(Nelson Mandela)
Navigating the unknown together.
God bless.
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MRS. LINDA BREWSTER

3RD GRADE
In the photo Mrs.
Brewster is preparing
packets to go home
for 3rd grade students
to continue to learn.
Even though the
school building is
closed, the learning
continues. Great job,
students and teachers!

Hello my 3rd Graders! I miss you all very much! I hope
you are enjoying the lessons I have sent home for you. I
have tried to make them with a variety of learning tools. I
have been able to look at your IXL scores too.

Some of you are doing a fabulous job! Good Work!
I am praying for you and your families. God is good and
always takes care of us! Keep working hard and learning!
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3rd Graders Alani and Ashlyn help 2nd graders
Vivie and Galilea prepare for their First Confession.

Corbyn and Ellie
Braxton and Chris

Jed and Jaxyn

Addison and Cole
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3rd Grader Presley helps 2nd grader
Penelope with First Confession
studies.

Payvn and Lily

Mitchell and Alec
13
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Cleaning out the fish tank,
Mrs. Kain reports to her students that Scales has gone back
to his home in Barnett Park.

MRS. TAMA KAIN
4TH GRADE
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4 Grade Poems

The Horrors of Spiders
By Mya, Angel, and Hailey

Spiders

Deadly spiders seeking

By Caleb and Kevin

Through the night, always ready

Creepy, crawly spiders

to come out and bite.

Waiting for prey

Spinning their webs

They won’t dismay.

to catch their food

Thinking of supper

and always in a joyful mood.

They wait and hide

What do I hear?

Until prey arrives.

Spiders creeping up my shoe

Then they munch and chew

Shake them , shake them off my shoe

Repair their webs

Warn my friends, “They’re coming for you!”

And begin anew.
Roaming Spiders
By Clara Schmick and Lance Koenig

The Mystery of the Spiders
By Clara Schmick and Lance Koenig

Spiders, they are a mystery.

Creepy Crawlies
By Vince Mashek and Corbin Shaw

Spiders, Spiders, creepy and sly,

Spiders, Spiders,

For their supper

they creep

They catch a fly.

and crawl.

All the time,

They make you scream,

They give us a fright,

like a holler.

Spiders, Spiders,

They’re big and small

They roam the night.

like their webs,
like your screams

Some people think they are cute and fluffy

in your dreams.

But what if…they are are enemies?

Spiders, Spiders,

The world may never ever know…..

They creep

Spider, Spider mystery…….

and crawl!
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Beware!
By Eden and Teagan

Legs like needles,
String like thread,
Sewing up their little webs,
Struggling moths in white webs,
Alert hungry spiders

That seal them up for later.
Creeping around to find more prey,
Spiders crawling everywhere.

Spiders

Don’t panic but BEWARE!

By Cassidy Ruggles and Oliver Wilcox

Spiders, Spiders, creepy spiders
Scary, weird, strange, odd
When you’re sleeping, they come in a creeping
Coming to suck your blood.
Spiders! Spiders! I hate spiders
Crawling all over my legs,
Spiders

Spiders! Spiders! I love spiders

By Bronson and Hannah

Killing all the flies,

Spiders, spiders, they are everywhere.
They are on your skin and in your hair.

Spiders, Spiders, creepy spiders
Splat!

They crawl in your mouth,
So you better watch out!
Spiders, spiders, kill them all.
Fat and ugly, big and small,
I hate them all.
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MHS students recently
shared some of the Magic of
Math with the St. Patrick
3rd and 4th grade students.
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Hayden and Hailey’s homework
haven. Looks like
they are hard at
work, learning,
growing. Good job,
Hayden and Hailey.

Bronson working on
Home Economics
(making dough for
hotdog wraps), and in
the photo below, he is
drawing a scene from
The Story of Icarus
(reading assignment and
Special Bingo Chart
box).

Wade learning about
pennies, nickels, & dimes
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Paige and Charlotte

Greyson is working on his homework with his
“buddy”, who seems to be enjoying school, too!
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Father Brethour, Father Litt and Fr.
Wehrs all continue to bring us the
Stations of the Cross, the Mass and
confessions through different routes.
With Flocknotes, Facebook and
YouTube, they bring us the Mass and
the Stations of
the Cross, and
they are each
hearing confessions in new
surroundings.
Thank you to
our priests,
who pray for us
continually.

I feel as though I normally don’t struggle with finding things to say and yet in all of this craziness I
really am not sure what to say. I guess the only thing to say is “We’ve been blest”. It feels like an odd
thing to say but I feel like it’s the most appropriate at this time. I know that the school is shut down,
that Sunday worship has moved away from our normal communal celebrations, and that many kids
haven’t seen their grandparents in close to a month now. And yet despite all of this life keeps moving
forward. People here in McCook still have their jobs, children are still learning even though it’s
somewhat unconventional, and a lot of people seem to be going fishing. Yes our day to day lives have
changed and yet God continues to provide for the good of His people. We’re invited to look a little
deeper into our relationship with God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Do we really believe and trust
that He is still here taking care of us in the midst of this crisis? I think if we really look around us we
can say, “Yes, Yes He is still taking care of the needs of his people.”
During all of this uncertainty keep reading the Scriptures, follow the Sunday readings as Christ heads to His Death; Remembering that the loving Father gave His only son for our sake. The Gospel doesn’t end on Good Friday either, but continues
through the Resurrection and continues to show Jesus’ love for his people even after that. If you want some hope in a hopeless situation from the Old Testament read the Book of Esther. A family and a nation facing death placing their hope in God is
a strong reminder of his great love for all people. Stay close to God and He will stay close to you. Be assured of my prayers in
this time and God Bless.
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MS. TAYLOR GEISLER

5TH GRADE HOMEROOM
MATH GRADES 5 & 6
READING GRADES 6 –8
5th Math

theme of “The Stuff of
Consumer Culture”.
We will continue our
typical assignments
just slowing them
down a bit as we move
through each story.
The students will read
each story and answer
the questions found at the end. Every once in a while we
will throw in an IXL assignment to go over the literary
concepts emphasized in each story.

Who would have ever thought
we would be working with what
we are today. We will be taking it
day by day, going as slow as we
need to while reviewing old concepts and learning new concepts.
We will continue to learn different types of graphs and how to
analyze data. I will be sending out videos explaining each
concept along with IXL assignments. If students have
problems they may reach me through email and I will
assist them as best as I can.

8th Reading

6th Math

During this unusual time the eighth graders will continue reading novels. Currently we are reading Hiroshima, which the majority of the class was looking forward
to since the beginning of the school year. Unfortunately
we won’t be able to hold our typical class discussions
about the book but we will still do our best to get our
ideas and opinions to one another.

We will be slowing down a bit in sixth grade math,
covering the most essential topics as best as we can. We
are sticking with geometry, learning about polygons,
quadrilaterals, congruent figures, lines of symmetry, and
transformations. The students will be watching short
videos explaining the concepts and doing assignments on
IXL, utilizing their technological skills.
6th Reading
Currently we are in Collection 4 with the overall
theme of “Making Your Voice Heard”, meaning each
story will somehow pertain to this theme. Trying to
keep a sense of “normal” the sixth graders will continue
to read the stories in our reading book while answering
questions about each story as we have done since August. We will add in a couple IXL assignments here and
there to go over different literary concepts emphasized
in each story.
7th Reading
In seventh grade reading we are almost through Collection 4, we will then move onto Collection 5 with the
22
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Mr. Wieser and Ms. Geisler plan lessons for the coming week while also incorporating social distancing during this break from in-school classes during the Coronavirus COVID–19 pandemic.

Father Brethour—
Throwback circa 19??
In this photo, Father Brethour was Baptizing one of
Mrs. Redl’s children!
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M H S Jazz Band
The MHS Jazz
Band performed at St.
Patrick School
March 9th. The
band includes
several St. Patrick graduates.
It was fun to
listen to the
great music
they create.
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MRS. HALEY PRIEBE

6TH GRADE HOMEROOM
READING GRADE 5
ENGLISH 5—8
Hello everyone! I hope everyone is staying well and enjoying time with their
family. I would of never imagine that we would go through something like this.
In our classes online we are reading Rachel’s Journal: The Story of a Pioneer
Girl, in 5th grade. This will take us a couple of weeks to cover all the material
that goes along with the story. The 5th graders are also learning about sentence
fragments along with run-ons and comma splices. In 6th grade they are working
with correlative conjunctions. For example, the either/ or and the neither/
nor, in sentences and when to each one. 7th grades are going over simple compound, complex, compound-complex sentences and relative clauses. Finally
the 8th graders are learning about compound subjects and predicates, and what
the difference is between simple and compound, for the subjects and predicates.
I am so proud of my students; they are trying their best on their assignments during this time away from the classroom. I hope to see you all very soon, keep up the good work guys!

6th Grade
“Roll the Dice”
Abstracts
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MRS. TONI GERVER
K—8 PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Hi Kids, It’s great to be back in touch with you. I really miss all of
you and am still praying for you and your prayer intentions. I would
like you to do a few things for me after each P.E. Session, 1) continue
with your personal prayer intention, 2) do something kind for someone else, 3) review what you did in this lesson and grade yourself according to the chart given.
Stretches can be found on YouTube. You will get the link on Thursday. These are to be done before each daily P.E. Session. Here is a list
of warm-ups. K-1st and 3rd grade and up: I would like all students to
keep track of and record your activity and mark your exertion level
using the chart you will be given. Save your execution chart for future
reference. Kind.-4th grade P.E. is a daily activity. 5th-8th your are responsible for 2 activity periods a week and tracking them to hand in.
Running, 1 mile walks at a brisk pace, basketball, etc. can always be
substituted in for a P.E. Any activity that gets your heart rate up for
25 minutes or more. Remember track it so I understand what you did
and how hard you worked. A little effort goes a long way. I look forward to hearing and seeing what you are up to.
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MRS GALE SLATTERY

HEAD COOK
Happy Easter! Welcome Spring! I love the mild temperatures of spring and listening to the birds! It is so welcome
after winter. I hope everyone takes a little time out of the
day to enjoy the sunshine and marvel at God’s beautiful
creation.

recipe? Pull out some
of your favorite recipes from when you
were a child. Discuss
when your Mother served it and why it was special to you.
It has been an interesting spring so far with all the issues in There are so many ways to teach and learn using cooking.
the community and the world. With no children at school Most of all enjoy the time you have to spend with your chilfor lunch there has been ample time do to a deep and thor- dren. This can be a wonderful way to make lasting memories.
ough cleaning of the cafeteria and the kitchen. When we
return to classes in person you can be
assured that staff at St. Patrick School
have taken every precaution to ensure a
safe, healthy environment!
While you are keeping your students
home don’t forget to serve them a
healthy diet. I know it will be tempting
to offer easy snacks and meals. Use this
time to plan and prepare meals together. You can use this as an opportunity
to explore new options and healthy recipes. There are so many sights available
online. You can also incorporate math,
reading and science skills when cooking
and baking. Teach your child how to
read recipes. Have them measure out
ingredients. Perhaps with older children you can try to adjust the amount a
recipe will yield. Have them calculate
the new amount of each ingredient to
accomplish this. They may need to convert pounds to ounces or tablespoons to
cups. There are websites available to
help you. Investigate why a certain ingredient is used in a recipe, for example
why is salt used in so many baked
goods. What would happen if you didn’t use it? Or what purpose do baking
soda, baking powder or yeast serve in a
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MRS. LORI HILKER
VOCAL MUSIC K-8
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 5—8
Under normal circumstances we would be preparing for the Spring Concert
and Art Show as well as the Middle School Music Festival in Cambridge. As I
write this message, we are in a state of uncertainty about whether we will be
coming back together to finish the school year, so it seems very unlikely that
we will have our program. If, by the grace of
God we get to come
back, the program is on
the calendar for May 7. I am missing my students a lot. I miss learning
from them as they learn from me. I miss making music together and
creating shared memories.
Please encourage music at home. Please encourage making music at
home. May there be singing, dancing, creating, playing pianos, keyboards, guitars, recorders, home-made shakers, Garage Band, lyricwriting, and anything else you can think of. There are going to be various things your students (and you) will be feeling. The Arts are a great
way to channel those energies in a positive way.
There are a great many resources available online for learning music skills. Here is access to a ton of music learning games.
https://cornerstoneconfessions.com/2012/08/the-ultimate-list-of-online-music.html?
fbclid=IwAR3mC4ldF94FPxdf7EyaDNtjZOXaO5jMzVJjV3AK9x6AWdu79AsWGqcavDs
If you have questions or would like more information, please
contact me via my school email account at lorihilker@cdolinc.net
God bless you all!
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100 Years 1919—2019

Mrs. Hilker working on lesson plans for distance
learning. She prefers her students to be at school,
and is looking forward to seeing these youngsters
again! She prefers having them in class as they
were in these photos. At right, the 2nd grade students roll the ball on the beat of the music. Below:
1st grade students learn about playing bells.
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100 Years 1919—2019

MR. ZACH WIESER
7th HOMEROOM; 5—8 SCIENCE
2ND GRADE RELIGION
BOYS BASKETBALL COACH

Wow. What crazy times we are in. I am praying for all of
you and I want to thank you, as parents, in helping us
make sure the students are still learning, even if it’s not
how it would normally be. So, during this time, I will be
creating powerpoints with audio recordings on each slide.
In these audio recordings, I will read the book, just like
they would in class, talking to them, asking them questions, etc. After they look through this powerpoint, they
will be required to do an IXL. Now, in the IXL, it will

not cover everything that we covered in the powerpoint,
but it will cover some of the main points.
Thank you for all your hard work during these crazy
times. I know it is not easy, but together, as a community, we can get through it!

30

Knights News

MRS. LANAE FRITSCH

100 Years 1919—2019

EIGHTH HOMEROOM,
SOCIAL STUDIES 5—8

8th Grade Social Studies

The 8th grade will be brushing up on our citizenship
We have decided to move History Day to sometime in the rights, our Constitution, and
beginning of the new school year. I will save all of your
voting rights! We will comth
work, 5 grade students, and we will complete it next fall plete our citizenship worksometime at the beginning of school. The 5th graders are
sheet and continue into the
th
moving west so to speak in 5 grade Social Studies. The
aspects of government. This
North and South are dividing as well as the Nation. All
will be an area that they will
learning as you know will be online. With each section in
need at the high school level.
their workbooks there will be a video that will read the sec- With the election in Novemtion assigned to student. Then you will have a worksheet on ber of this year, the 8th graders have been very interested in
IXL to complete.
the government and our rights. They studied civics in 7th
grade, but wanted to brush up on their knowledge since this
6th Grade Social Studies
is a huge year in politics. Each week you will have a video
The sixth graders will continue to study Asia and its coun- and worksheets with IXL and/or Mrs. Fritsch to be comtries and then we will move into Europe. Each week we
pleted.
will have a different country, videos, and IXL worksheets to
be completed. The 6th graders need to complete their map A short note to
booklets as we have decided to move History Day to some- all my students!
time in the beginning of next year. I will save all the stuI miss all of you
dents’ work and we will complete it next fall. We will
and I am just an
need to keep your map booklets, or if you have completed email away, text
them you can return them when your parent picks up new away, and if necwork on each Friday.
essary a phone
5th Grade Social Studies

call away. You
are all technoloThe seventh graders have moved from the era of exploragy savvy and I
tion into the French and Indian War, and into the American know you enjoy
Revolution. This unit will tie in with what we studied in
the online consemester one in our civics and government. They continue nection in learnto amaze me with their knowledge of the goals and princi- ing. Stay Safe &
ples of the Constitution, along with how the federal govern- Healthy! I canment works. We will then move into the American Revolu- not wait until we
tion up to the beginning of the Civil War, which over half
reunite in the
of the students cannot wait to start next year as they will
classroom! God
finally get to study the Civil War in depth and move into
bless you all!
World War I and World War II. Each week you will have a
After seeing how much fun 8th grade students
video and worksheets with IXL and/or Mrs. Fritsch to be
have always had cleaning the trash locker, Mrs.
completed.
Fritsch has a go at it. It wasn’t nearly as much fun
7th Grade Social Studies

without the 8th grade students!!! We miss you.
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MRS. CATHY JONES &
MR. JIM HALL
MATH 7—8; ALGEBRA 8

We are heading into the last stretch – 4 quarter. So we
are not sad that the cool weather is still with us as: warm +
4th Q = Spring Fever! We are truly blessed to have such wellmannered and respectful students. This year we have a very
unique challenge. Our math students are going to have to
even more self-motivation and continue to strive to do their
very best. We are determined to push on and learn as much as
possible while we live through this virus epidemic.
th

The algebra
students just
finished a chapter on polynomials: adding
and subtracting,
multiplication
and factoring
and solving. We will be starting a chapter on “Solving Quadratic Equations” which will be done online using videos I will
email and the problem sections in their books. This will be
new to all of us and we will all learn as we go. They are doing
well so far and most of the mistakes they make are rarely because they do not know how to do something but because
they make silly mistakes or do not follow the directions completely. Our hope is to have the students call us – or email us
– with questions. The IXL program we may use for practice
does a good job of explaining when a student makes a mistake
so we will be using some of this program as well as the problems in the book. It will be a steep learning curve but we are
all up to the challenge and we know our St. Pat’s students will
continue to be diligent in their learning.

The 7th grade chapter over geometry went well for the
class. We were getting ready to review
for the test when
COVID-19 sent us
home. Hopefully this
chapter will help
them with geometry
in high school. If we
have an opportunity
to finish the geometry chapter and test,
we will then begin
the chapter over
We finish by reminding ALL math students that “You do
measurement which not have permission to forget!”
is really application of the geometry chapter.
Math builds and
The pre-algebra students just took their test over solving
that is part of the
equations and inequalities. We are about halfway through the beauty!
chapter over lines and graphs. If this sounds like what the 7th
graders are going to be doing, it should. Most of what we cover in the 7th grade is covered again in the 8th grade with subtle
differences. We are worried. We remind them to do their
corrections to learn what they originally did not. This is to
help them, not only with their grade, but also for their performance on the test. We also remind them that someone is here
every morning at seven thirtyish if they need additional help
with their homework.
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MRS. DEONNE HINZ
ART K—8 COMPUTER 5—8

A big shout out for winners at this year’s
Student Art Open Exhibit
at the McCook Art Guild.

Rebecca Peterson won
Honorable Mention for her
Color Wheel of Flowers.
Rebecca Peterson
won 3rd place
for her Compass
Drawing.

Grace Wilhelmson
won 2nd Place for
her Circle Infinity
Drawing,

Grace Wilhelmson won
Honorable Mention for
her Pour Painting.
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First and foremost I want to say I miss all of my students smiling faces. I sure hope all our students are able to take a moment out of their
day to nurture their creativeness in this time of learning at home.
We have so many projects that we have started in art class prior to us
all being home bound for the next several weeks. I pray that soon we
will be able to return back to school to finish what we had started.
For the next several weeks I will be sending out bingo sheets with
simple art project ideas that you can do from home. Please share
through my school email what you have done: deonnehinz@cdolinc.net. In the meantime continue to work you artist side
while at home. I love to see what all you have done.
Pictures from Home:
Clayton – Kindergarten is enjoying his art or how to draw Snowball
from the movie, The Life of Pets, and using the Sketching app,
Tayasui Sketch School
Ellie—creating a collage picture using magazine images.
Jack— creating a still life at home, drawing from observation.
Madison—created a sunset picture
Mason — created a drawing of the view from his window.
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Top
AR point earners
by grade
March

2nd Grade—Addyson

1st Grade—Kate

2nd Grade: Kali
1st Grade—Brady

1st Grade—Hayden
1st—Kate, 2 pts; Brady and Hayden, 1.5
pts each
2nd—Kali, 13.2 pts; Addyson, 9.9 pts.
3rd—Alani, 27 pts; Ashlyn and Payvn 17
pts. each
4th—Clara 17 pts.; Hannah 10.3
5th—Aaron 126.1; Cali, 49 pts.
6th—Jude 58 pts.; Emma 49.2 pts.
7th—Becca 39.4.; Zach 26 pts.
8th—Grant 8.9 pts; Maddie 8 pts.

3rd Grade—Ashlyn

3rd Grade—Payvn

3rd Grade—Alani
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5th Grade: Cali
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Clara—3rd Grade & Jude 6th Grade

4th Grade—Hannah

Top
AR point earners
by grade
In March

6th Grade: Emma
7th Grade: Zach
8th Grade: Grant

7th Grade—
Becca
8th Grade: Maddie
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News of the Little Knights
This has been one of the craziest
months! Never did I think our school
would get shut down and we would
have to do learning from home! I
miss seeing the preschoolers everyday but I know you are all enjoying
your time at home with your families! We did get to celebrate Dr.
Seuss week at the beginning of March! On Monday
we read The Cat in the Hat, dressed up in stripes and
hats, and made Thing 1 pictures! On Tuesday we
read The Sleep Book and wore our pajamas to school!
On Wednesday we read Fox in Socks, wore silly
socks, and made our own foxes. On Thursday we
read Green Eggs and Ham, dressed in green, and
even tried some green eggs and ham! We made rainbows and leprechauns for St. Patrick’s Day and we
started hatching chicks!

MS. LAURA MILLER
PRESCHOOL TEACHER
VOLLEYBALL COACH

PreK Leprechauns

I pray that all of you will stay healthy and safe! Enjoy
your time at home and I can’t wait to see you when
we get to come back!

PreK 3 on Cat in the Hat Day

Thing 1 made by the PreK Class

PreK 4 on Cat in the Hat Day
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MS. LAURA MILLER
PRESCHOOL TEACHER

PreK 4 on
Sleep Book
Day

PreK 3 on Fox in Socks Day

Preschool
making
rainbows

Preschool on Green Eggs and Ham Day
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Take a walk or a
drive past the
school windows. The
teachers have
decorated them
to say hello to
all of their students.
You are greatly
missed and
loved.
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