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Dear Parents,
I heard a joke recently. “It may take a village to raise a child.
But it will take a vineyard to homeschool mine.”
Congratulations. We made it to the end of a challenging
school year. Thank you for your cooperation. Pray for an end
to this. Pray a lot. Maybe even some fasting.

The importance of Catholic schools is highlighted by this reflection for Pentecost.
“When He comes, however, being the Spirit of truth He will guide you to all truth.” (John 16:13)
“Life in Christ is a life of love, for Jesus is Love (see 1John 4; 8, 16). Love requires freedom. We cannot force people to
love us. Freedom requires knowledge. Without some knowledge, we cannot freely decide to love. Therefore, knowledge
of the truth is very important because truth is an absolute prerequisite for love. The Lord ‘wants all men to be saved and
come to know the truth’ (1Tm 2:4).”
“The fruit of the Holy Spirit is love
(Gal 5:22) because the Spirit gives
us freedom, which requires the
Spirit to guide us to all truth (Jn
16:13). The Holy Spirit will open
us to all the truth we need for the
freedom to love the Lord with all
our hearts, to love our neighbors as
ourselves, to love even our enemies, and to actually live in love
(see Jn 15:9). The Holy Spirit, by
being the Spirit of truth (Jn 16:13),
produces the fruit of love in our
lives.”

Go to https://
www.stpatsmccook.com/st--patrickelementary-school for Newsletters,
Menus, Calendars, Policies and more.

Please pray for our priests and seminarians. The following are several of our
seminarians, along with a month you
might offer special prayers for them as
they study and discern the priesthood.
May:
Scott Shieuer
Matthew Schilmoeller
Mitchell Schleiss
Tony Schukei
June:
Christian Schwenka
Daniel St. Hilaire
Scott Sullivan
David Tines
July:
William Vogel
Rev. Mr. Joseph Wahlmeier
Isaac Wahlmeier
Ranil Weerrackoon
Dominic Winter
August:
Patrick Winter
Rev. Mr. Brian Wirth
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“The Lord says: ‘My people perish for want of knowledge!’ (Hos 4:6)
It is not that we are saved by knowledge but that knowledge of the truth
makes it possible to have faith in and love for the Lord. This is what saves us.
Consequently, we need the Holy Spirit of truth and love to be as active as possible in our lives. Come, Holy Spirit!” (Quoted from One Bread, One Body.
Wed. May 20, 2020 mediation. www.presentationministries.com)
One Bread, One Body is a nice little publication. I recommend you subscribe.
(Cost up to you. Give an offering. “This book is not free, but everyone can afford it” is their motto.)
As I read the Gazette newspaper I am proud of our St. Patrick School graduates
who are now graduating from high school. It is gratifying to see so many of our
former students getting scholarships.
I am also proud of the hard work and character that these young men and women have developed. Let me give a particular shout out to Josh Haag. He had perfect attendance his sophomore and senior year of high school. Wow.
Hard work reminds me of a friend from my college days at UNL. David Jefferson was a non-traditional student. Dave graduated from high school in May
1960. (This is about the time I was born.) He worked as a civil engineer aide for
the USDA Soil Conservation Service (SCS) in Lincoln. He and his wonderful
wife, Sherry, had two kids in high school while he was in college earning a BS in

civil engineering while
still working at SCS.
We studied together
sometimes at his house
to prepare for tests. He
really motivated me to
stick to it. This was especially important when
it was time to take the
Engineer in Training
(EIT) certification exam. The EIT is a daunting all day exam over all
areas of engineering.
Thank God, we passed!!

Fr. Brethour and Fr. Litt are proud of the 8th Grade Students that graduate from St. Patrick School.
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Remember Dave in your prayers. He died two years ago this
July. (Sherry preceded him in death.) I admired Dave for
his great attitude, sense of humor and his hard work. So
are “slipping through the cracks” and need something extra.
many of us gravitated to him because of his solid character
and virtue.
Our third new staff member is Fr. Brian Wirth. Fr. Wirth
will be teaching 5th and 6th grade religion classes.
Developing great personal virtue, attitudes and character in
our St. Pats students will take them a long ways in this life, Returning to the essential role St. Patrick School has, conand prepare them for life with the saints in heaven. (This is sider this recent daily reflection from Matthew Kelly:
where we see the need for Catholic schools.)
“Prayer is the ultimate preparation for the unexpected.
Prayers helps us develop the awareness, virtue, and characWe are busy this summer preparing for the return of our
ter that are essential when life gets turned upside down.” (I
students in August. One project I am excited about is a civil heard God Laugh: A practical Guide to Life’s Essential Daily
engineer kind of deal. A concrete sidewalk. I need to exHabit, book by Matthew Kelly)
plain.
“There is nothing quite like a spiritual awakening. The sky
We are going to have a sidewalk put in from the front doors seems bluer, the water tastes fresher, all of life appears in
of the school and going directly east to the sidewalk near the high definition, and every sight, sound, touch, and taste is
bell tower. Our goal is to get the students away from the
richer and fuller. And it all begins with prayer.” (I Heard
busy street at the start of the school day as they walk back
God Laugh.)
and forth from school to the church.
Thank God for our St. Patrick Catholic School.
Thank you to Scott Dauwen who is working very hard to get
a number of ambitious projects done this summer. For ex- Sincerely yours in Christ,
ample, if some backordered parts arrive, Scott should have
new sinks and counter tops installed in the students’ four
Fr. Gary Brethour
restrooms by the end of summer break.

We will have three new staff members this coming school
year. Stephanie Sydow will teach grade 5-8 English. Stephanie also has training from the “Take Flight” program. This is
a comprehensive intervention program for students with
dyslexia.
Anther new staff member is for a new position funded by a
generous anonymous donor. We have hired Kelly Smith
who has an MA and worked in the area of special education.
Our goal is to have Kelly available for students who
First Communion was different this year because of the
virus. St. Ann Church was host to a small group of ladies
making their First Communion. Fr. Litt officiated. Fr. Litt
has moved to Lincoln where he has been appointed as
Parochial Vicar at Blessed Sacrament Church in Lincoln,
and will teach at Pius X High School in Lincoln. We wish
you the very best, Fr. Litt! Thank you for all you have
done for us at St. Patrick School and Church.
Fr. Litt’s new address is:
Blessed Sacrament
1720 Lake Street
Lincoln, NE 68502
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technology, the steep learning curve, not being
the teacher they were in the classroom and
mostly, missing their students. But they had many, many
roses, mostly on how our students and parents worked
and learned and continued to go above and beyond.
However the comment I have heard the most from our
teachers, our parents and even myself, is that we were
able to get more time. More time for our kids, more
time to be home and more time just to slow down.

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
BY MRS. REBECCA REDL
Congratulations! Our school year is complete and
everyone needs a round of applause. This year will go
down in history. E-learning was something we weren’t
prepared for, used to, or even did before, but we
adapted, overcame and succeeded. When we had our
final teachers meeting, I told our staff to think of Elearning as a rose garden. They took turns telling me
what their challenges were (thorns) and what their
successes were (roses). The majority of our thorns were

So as we part for summer vacation, continue to enjoy
this time. Speaking from experience, your kids will
grow up way too quickly. Most things will still be closed
during the summer so enjoy the outdoors, go on hikes,
run through the sprinklers and thank God for the gift of
time HE is giving us. Your family will continue to be in
my prayers. As decisions are made throughout the
summer, we will let you know. I pray also we will begin
in August and have our students and teachers back at St
Patrick School. May God bless you and keep you and
your family healthy this summer.

Wednesday, July 1
We will celebrate 8th Grade
Graduation at 6:00 p.m. in
the parking lot.
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St. Patrick School Welcomes Fr. Wirth

Photo by
Ed Malk

Fr. Wirth (far left) was ordained to the priesthood May 24, 2020 at the
Cathedral of the Risen Christ in Lincoln, Nebraska.
Please welcome Fr. Wirth and introduce yourself to him when you see
him. Welcome, Fr. Wirth! We are glad you are here.
Fr. Wirth will teach Religion, grades 5 &6.

The following is an article from the Southern Nebraska Register prior to Fr. Wirth’s Ordination

Deacon Brian Wirth
Deacon Brain Wirth will celebrate his first Mass at his home parish of St. Mary in Nebraska City. He is the son of Jim and
Cheryl Wirth and has an older brother.
“Growing up on the farm and living in a rural farmhouse were major factors which led me to the seminary,” Deacon Wirth
said. “This environment helped me see the beauty of God’s creation and the gift of silence. Also, I became a regular altar
server beginning in the third grade, which helped me see the Mass and the priesthood in a very powerful way.”
Deacon Wirth is grateful to his parents, grandparents and the rest of his family for
helping him discern the call to the priesthood as well as all of the priests, especially Father Michael McCabe and Father Steven Mills, and parishioners that he has
encountered and gotten to know over the years at St. Mary.
He is also grateful the faculty and staff at Lourdes Central Catholic, his high
school football coaches and Father Matya and Father Holdren, who greatly helped
him discern his call during his college years at the Newman Center.
Deacon Wirth said, “I am most looking forward to being able to celebrate and
pray the Most Holy Sacrifice of the Mass every day! But also, I am looking forward to being able to celebrate all of the Sacraments for the People of God. I am
also looking forward to teaching in both the parish and school setting.”
5
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Caleb, Evan, Grace,
Grant, Halee, Maddie

Behind you,
Your memories.

Before you,
Your dreams.

Around you,
Those who love you.

Within you,
All you need, with Christ.

Christ with me,
Christ before me,
Christ behind me
Christ in me,

Legend says that
this is part of a
prayer written by
Saint Patrick in
the year 433 A. D.

Christ beneath me,
Christ on my right,
Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down,
Christ when I sit down,
Christ when I arise,

Wednesday, July 1
We will celebrate
8th Grade Graduation
at 6:00 p.m. in the parking lot.

Christ in the heart
Of everyone who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth
Of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,

We are proud of our 8th Grade Students. We
will miss them here at St. Patrick School, but
high school is calling. Time to leave 8th grade.
Remember, once a Knight, always a Knight, so
please come visit.

Christ in every ear that hears me.
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Halee
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The spring that was different.
This spring has been very different. New ways of learning, new ways
of teaching, things were missed, people ARE missed, things have been
canceled, but one thing that continues is the fact we are all in this together, it has not divided us. While we are physically separated we are
together in our love for one another. Keep the faith!

Caleb demonstrates the spring
that was different—working on
his distance learning & Science
Fair project.

Coaches and students were
looking forward to competing
in our new track shirts donated
to us from the Knights of Columbus. Even though the 8th
grade will remember the tshirts they have always competed in, the 2021 students still
look forward to their first competition in these cool shirts!
14

The Science Fair Projects, the History Night
Projects, the Art Show, First Communion, the
Music Program…and 8th Grade Graduation.

MRS. LARA STEWART

KINDERGARTEN

It is hard for me to put this last month into words.
If I could collect all the tears I have shed over this
mess, I could water my lawn all summer! I thank all
of the parents who worked so hard with your student. I know it wasn’t easy! Pray that things will
continue to improve and we can be together in August. Stay healthy. Stay safe.

Wade shows
his St. Patrick
school pride!

Bentley with a newborn
kitty) and above, his hermit crab, and left, showing he lost his front tooth.
Science class!

Clayton watches a religion video with brother Lucus.

Katelyn’s hermit crab.
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Wade with butterfly and
memory game,
and showing
Mrs. Stewart
the St. Patrick
items she sent
home with him.

Kenlyn’s
Hermit
Crab
Omar’s Jungle Giraffe
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Gage works on homework. Has his
“Thinking Cap” on.

Grace and her
Hermit Crab
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MRS. AMANDA PETERSON

1ST GRADE
Wow….it is so hard to believe July is almost here! This year has just
flown by and we have grown and learned so much! Although this is
not the way we wanted to see the school year come to an end, I am
so stinkin proud of how hard my first grade families have continued
to work through this challenging time. First grade is a very busy year
and the kids have worked so hard to become good readers and I am
so proud of all of them!
School can be stressful for some kids and summer is a time for kids
to be kids and just relax. However, we have worked so very hard
this school year in learning to read so please make reading an important part of your summer to do list! Go to the library, read to
them before bed, read in the park or in the cool AC of the house.
Reading does not have to be work, so try to make it fun and keep
reading this summer!
With all the uncertainty in the world right now on what the future
holds, I am constantly reminded of the song we sing each week at
school mass...”Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not
unto your own understanding. Acknowledge him in all your ways,
and he will direct your path.” Now more than ever, we must place
our trust in HIM and let him lead us to greener pastures!
I am sad because my time with these sweet kiddos is over, but I smile
because I am blessed to have had the opportunity to spend this school
year with them! I hope to see you all around town this summer!

Amiya works on a new
Computer Program for
Virtual Classes

Anthony computes Math for
a new bridge.

Brekkan tests his
Science Project
on Wheels and
Pedals.
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Adelyn teaches Animal
Behavior class.

Brody writes a paper on
dinosaurs.

Celia sails through
Driver Ed Class
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Charlotte works on the science of ball
speed, accuracy and distance. And also
that if you make a mistake, fix it, and
don’t let it affect your attitude.
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Celia in
Engineering
Class.
Her steadiness
will come in
handy in card
stacking during
Catholic
Schools Week!

Dylan studies in
Veterinary Class,
then creates beautiful artwork in
Painting Class.

Chef Dylan in Culinary Class!
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Greyson and Stella study
how to herd cattle.
Hayden studies
Biology for EMT,
Medical Class.

Kade reading about
motors and engines
for his inventions.

Professor Kylee checks her
college students’ tests.
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Kate authors a new book
on the care of foals (baby
horses).

Naomi writes a new song.

Matthew reads about new adventures
and travels in Geography Class.

Future Veterinarian/
Farmer/Rancher Keith
cares for baby goats in
Science Class..
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After an entire year apart, Harper recently moved with her
mother and siblings to be with her Dad who is in the Air
Force . Harper’s family is making their home in Italy while
her Dad serves our country.
We were so blessed to have Harper and her family be a part
of our St. Patrick School family. Harper’s brother, Maeson,
was in the A. M. Pre-K Class.

We wish this special family all the best, and we thank them
for their service and the sacrifices they make for us each day.
Please keep in touch, Harper and family! God bless you!
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MRS. LINDA BREWSTER

MS. KHALEY LEE
2ND GRADE

3RD GRADE
Hello everyone! This has been quite a
year! We never would have guessed that
our year would end without the usual
rituals of cleaning our room, reshelving
books, emptying our desks, etc. I have
missed each of you, but I am very proud
of how each of you has handled this new
way of learning! BRAVO! Remember to
practice your multiplication flash cards
over the summer and read a lot also. I
look forward to seeing you in the fall!

There is always so much fun and excitement as the end of the year draws near. Spring
break, Easter, First Communion, and of course the last week of school. The last days of
the school year are filled with laughter and learning. It is one of my favorite times during the year, I have many activities planned for our class to end on a high note (aside
from a few tears from me). Unfortunately, the Corona virus had other plans, so 2nd
grade here are my final words. 1. I love each one of you more than you will ever know.
This class will hold a special place in my heart. 2. I am so sorry that I could not be

there to witness the next step in your journey with God. I am so proud! 3. I
have shown this picture to each class on the last day of school. Have a wonderful
summer!

I also want to tell each parent thank you
for helping us have a successful 4th quarter. It took each parent’s love and effort
to make this all work.

MRS. TAMA KAIN
4TH GRADE
What a whale of a school year ending this has been! I want to
thank all the students and parents for their dedication and hard
work. Distance learning, I believe, was a challenge for all of us
in some way or another, but we have triumphed! Thank you to
all the students who sent me “love” messages or sweet art creations throughout this quarter and to everyone who drove by
during Cruise Night with a smile, a greeting, or who stopped
for a short chat. Some of the students made posters too – so
touching! The students have
been exceptional learners, and I
hope they continue to push each
other throughout their years
together to gain as much
knowledge as they can. This
summer parents can help their
24

children stay on top by reviewing all
math flashcards – addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division at
least once a week. Also be sure that
your children are reading. They
loved learning about salvation history; perhaps they would enjoy reading the book of Kings. They could
also read about the lives of different
saints, so that they are ready to
choose a Confirmation saint next year. I have lots of saint
books that I’d be willing to loan, or they can look up saints on
catholic.org. I pray that you all will have a blessed and safe
summer with much family fun!
Take care and may God bless all of you.
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MRS GALE SLATTERY
HEAD COOK

MRS. TONI GERVER
K—8 PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Hello everyone! What an unusual year this has turned
out to be! I hope everyone has found ways to come together as a family in all this together time! I know some
students have been practicing their baking and cooking
skills! Continue to use this time to experiment with
new foods and recipes. Try planting a family garden this
summer. Judging by the unavailability of some garden
plants I think many people are planning on having a garden! It's a great way to learn about nature and foods. If
you are really ambitious you can try canning and freezing
your extra produce!

The end of the year, a difficult year for us all,
seems to be here without the usual rejoicing
and anticipation of summer. Distance learning
was very challenging. I hope you had enough
ideas and activities to keep you healthy and
happy. I missed you kids a lot. The high point
this last quarter for me was talking to a few of
you on the phone and your parents catching
me up on your day to day activities. I want to
congratulate our graduates, you will be
missed. I look forward to being back in school
with the rest of you in the fall.

Please be looking for the summer letter with news about
lunch prices and the free/reduced price lunch application sometime in late July or early August. I hope if you
have any thought that you might need the help that you
fill out and return the application. It is always confidential.

HAPPY SUMMER

God Bless and have a great summer!

Bus Information
The public school bus will be available
most days, with the following exceptions:
St. Patrick School

If you have questions during the summer,
please email us at :
Becky-Redl@cdolinc.net or Barbara-Bortner@cdolinc.net
Or call the office at 308.345.4546 on Tuesdays 9 —3

• Most Wednesday afternoons— Public school dismisses at 2, St. Patrick School has a full day. During
Lent, however, St. Patrick will also dismiss at 2 on
Wednesdays.
• 1:00 Dismissal Days—there are several days designated on the calendar that St. Patrick will dismiss
school at 1:00 p.m. On those days, bus service will
not be available.
• Days McCook Public School is not in session.
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MS. TAYLOR GEISLER

5TH GRADE HOMEROOM
MATH GRADES 5 & 6
READING GRADES 6 –8
What a year. I am so incredibly proud of all of you for
the hard work you put in throughout the year, especially in these last couple months. This sure wasn’t
how I pictured ending the year but we made it
through. This will definitely be a year we never forget!
Your drive and creativity in learning impressed me
every day. I couldn’t have asked for a better group of
students to teach during my first year. I hope you have
an exciting, safe, and unforgettable summer!
I can’t wait to see you all next year!
Ms. Geisler

Reece has been working on his woodworking skills during the distance
learning quarter. He has made several
porch swings (pictured here), flower
boxes, and has plans for new projects.
Great job, Reese!

26

Knights News
MRS. LORI HILKER
VOCAL MUSIC K-8

new ways to learn, to figure out priorities, and hopefully,
how to improve our relationship with God even though
we couldn’t go to Mass.

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 5—8
…And just like that, it is May, and I miss my students!!

I hope you’ve had some fun working on the Specials Bingo
boards! We all tried to find some activities that would
get you moving and creating. Thank you to all who
turned them in, and to everyone who sent an e-mail to
say ‘hi’, and to everyone who drove past to see us on
“Cruise Night” May 1st. We will have to do some
“catching-up” when we return, but so will the rest of the
world. We can do it!

It is so odd to think that the last time we were in school
together it was Friday the 13th of March. At that time in
the Music room we were doing things like getting ready
for a big St. Patrick Day Mass, singing some Irish songs,
and playing bells and recorders. Many 5th – 8th grade students were preparing for a Music Festival which was to be
held the week after Easter, and the Spring Music Program
and Art Show was just around the corner. It was scheduled for the 7th. There are so many things that I took for
granted, thinking that we would finish the year in a typical
fashion. Instead, we had to find new ways to teach and

God bless you all, and I can’t wait to see you kids and
make music together again!!

MR. ZACH WIESER
7th HOMEROOM; 5—8 SCIENCE
2ND GRADE RELIGION
BOYS BASKETBALL COACH

Wow! I can’t believe we have finally made it! I am confident that April-May had the same number of days as August-March! This year truly has flown by, and I am so
grateful to have been apart of your kids’ lives this school
year. Obviously, the year has not ended the way anybody wanted, but this is also just another example of
showing how resilient we are as a community/family of
St. Patricks. I want to thank all the parents and students
that worked so hard and made the transition go as good
as it could have. I pray all of you have the best summer,
and I cannot wait to get back in the classroom next fall!

Notice the doors when you come to school. Mrs.
Jacobs has made them look brand new!
Mr. Dauwen has been working throughout the entire
comples making improvements.
School is a fun, busy place even during summer.
We want everyone to have an enjoyable year ahead!
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MRS. LANAE FRITSCH

100 Years 1919—2019

EIGHTH HOMEROOM,

7th Grade Social Studies
7th graders, Congrats, you have made it to your final year
at St. Pat’s. I know this year has been very trying not only
for all of you, but also for myself, and most of all your
parents. Your parents came through for all of us, like real
champs! I would like to congratulate your parents also for
all their patience, parenting, loving supervision, teaching,
and guidance through this challenging quarter. Without
them we would all have struggled through the entire year,
let alone this last quarter. Each one of you need to give
them a big hug and a Thank You! It has been a fabulous
year with all of you. I have enjoyed as I am sure the students have all the debates, which are very intense, but
very informational and great learning experiences. This 7th
grade class is very opinionated, but they always back-up
their beliefs with examples and facts. It has been a rewarding learning experience with this group of students. They
will be my homeroom eighth grade students next year and
I am looking forward to learning and growing with them
in the 2020 – 2021 school year. 7th graders I am still looking for a theme for our classroom. Some of you have given
me some great ideas, but I am still open for more. Have a
great summer! See you in the fall!

SOCIAL STUDIES 5—8
5th
Grade Social Studies
5th graders, I just wanted to say how proud I am of all of
you for all your hard work and hanging in there for the
very different 4th quarter of this year! It has definitely
been a challenge for not only you, but also for your parents, and also for me. I would like to congratulate your
parents for all their patience, parenting, loving supervision, teaching, and guiding all of you through this challenging quarter. Without them we would all have struggled through the entire year, let alone this last quarter.
Each one of you need to give them a big hug and a thank
you! That being said it has been a great year and I am looking forward to having all of you in
6th grade Social Studies next year.
As I have mentioned before, we
will start next fall with finishing up
our History Day projects and have
History Day, sometime in the first
four weeks of school. Then we will
jump right into studying the seven
continents of the world. Have a
great summer and I am looking forward to seeing you next year!

8th Grade Social Studies
“Meet the 2020 Graduates!” Grant, Evan, Halee,
Caleb, Madison, and Grace. It is a very exciting time
for these six eighth grade graduates! I am really going to
miss them. I have had the pleasure of teaching them for
four years in the upper grades. It has been a very rewarding learning experience this year. Even though it was definitely not a normal year, these six students have persevered through the tough and difficult fourth quarter. A lot
of this ability is due to their parents and their endless loving guidance. Eighth graders you owe them a huge thank
you! I have seen them grow in their knowledge, maturity,
and observed how each one has taken an active role in being mentors and role models for the rest of the students. If
you see them and let them know how proud you are of
them. I wish them all good luck and God bless each one.
8th graders, please stop in and visit when you have a
chance. I will miss having you in my homeroom every
day!

6th Grade Social Studies
6th graders, I know it is hard to believe, but we made it! I
am so proud of all of you! You rose to the challenge and
dominated it with flying colors. It has definitely been a
challenge for not only you, but also for your parents, and
also for me. I would like to Thank your parents also for all
their patience, parenting, loving supervision, teaching,
and guiding all of you through this challenging quarter.
Without them we would all have struggled through the
entire year, let alone this last quarter. Each one of you
need to give them a big thank you! We will finish up our
projects for History Day and have History Day for 6th
graders sometime within the first four weeks of school.
Then we will start our studies in Civics! I am so excited
for you 7th graders next year, as this is a voting year and
your class will play a huge part in our voting day on November 3, 2020. Have a great summer and I will see you
in the fall. I am looking forward to having each one of you
in 7th grade next year.
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MRS. CATHY JONES &

We Will

MR. JIM HALL

Miss You

MATH 7—8; ALGEBRA 8

WOW! What a whirlwind of a 4th quarter!! (To say the
least – right?!) We all have learned so much and we hope
and pray that when August gets here all will be normal
again. As the school year winds down, we – Mr. Hall and
Mrs. Jones – would like to thank you for your cooperation
and support given toward the education of your student.
We have had an enjoyable and rewarding year working
with your sons and daughters. One can see how support
from home affects your child’s learning. It is awesome!
Mr. Hall and Mrs. Jones still enjoy younger minds and
their more active bodies! We have maintained the math
instruction given in the past and feel good about the learning achieved for the most part.

directly into algebra skipping eighth grade math, but they
have accepted the challenge and should be more than ready
for the math classes at the high school. The eighth grade
math class has spent most of this quarter graphing in the
coordinate plane. We have used both the slope-intercept
form (love that one) and the standard form of equations
and inequalities with two unknowns. We are finishing that
chapter this week! I have appreciated the eighth graders
asking for help when the going got tough.
We are so proud of the way the students have adjusted to
these strange ways of teaching that they were not accustomed to. And, as stated before, we all have learned so
very much. We wish we could have been able to have class
in the room before school was out, but you should all be
together next year. We will not be back at St. Pat’s and
are so thankful for the time we spent here. You have the
best school with the best staff. We hope you know that.
We may peek in now and again though!

The seventh grade class has been slightly ahead the whole
year. We have not given our annual “calculator test” as we
feel they make a few too many mistakes in computation
and need the practice as well as the focus. We will address
calculator use by them in the fall. They currently are
learning about applications/formulas in geometry – perimeters and areas of squares, rectangles, triangles, parallelograms, trapezoids,… We will end the year by using
the Pythagorean theorem.

We would like to wish everyone a joyful, fun filled summer. But don’t forget: you do not have permission to forget – especially math!

The pre-algebra students are about to finish up linear functions and graphing and will also be taking their last test
soon. In algebra we just completed simplifying radicals and
solving quadratic equations. The test will be the last week
of school. It is tough to jump from seventh grade math

Jim and Cathy will be missed by
all of us at St. Patrick School as they
enjoy retirement.
We wish you the very best.
Remember us at St. Patrick School,
and please stop by and see us!
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MRS. DEONNE HINZ
ART K—8 COMPUTER 5—8

Check out the Virtual Art Show created by Mrs. Hinz on Safe You Tube
at this link: https://safeYouTube.net/w/f9pE
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St. Patrick teachers and staff had a
great time seeing everyone on
Cruise Night!

3rd Grade—Ashlyn
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