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September 1—Health
Checks
September 2—CCD Begins
September 3—Confessions
September 7—Labor Day No School
September 9—Faculty
Meeting
September 17—Picture Day
September 21— Progress
Reports
September 22—Home Volleyball Game vs. Hitchcock
Co. 2:00 p.m.
September 23—Faculty
Meeting
September 24—Home Volleyball Game—vs. Maywood/Hayes Center 2:00
p.m.

Go to https://www.stpatsmccook.com/
st--patrick-elementary-school for Newsletters, Menus, Calendars, Policies and
more.

Dear Parents,
I thank you for your help and cooperation to get this new school
year underway. The students have embraced new procedures put
in place to help keep all of us healthy and in school. The students
are a reflection of our school parents’ attitudes and behaviors.
Way back in March I heard some good advice: “We will not know if we did too
much. We will know if we did not do enough.” So we have put in place the best
practices to keep all of us healthy and school open.
Masks, hand washing, distancing, extra cleaning and disinfecting, staying in our own
class groupings, etc., etc. may be going overboard. Our motivation for this is we do
not want to have to close school and do the home school “distance learning” or “E
learning” or whatever you called it. It is a big motivation. Stay open. Having our
school open with students in the classrooms is the better way to educate and form
our students intellectually, emotionally and spiritually. Cont. Pg .2
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Knights News
A Message from Fr. Brethour continued
from page 1…

Fr. Brethour and Fr. Wirth also care for the parishes of St. Ann north of
McCook and Sacred Heart at Hayes Center. Here they are at St. Ann.

The question of is this virus “real” and other such
questions are interesting. I do know of people
who have had light symptoms and others who have
been really sick. I also know we have to do our
best to avoid the negative consequences which
could include closing our school to students and
not having public Masses again. It is not my place
to be cavalier with our parish and school’s spiritual
life and education. Make every effort to stay open.

This was a busy, crazy summer trying to keep on
top of the latest Covid 19 news and make appropriate plans. A few of the bigger examples of other
types of proactive summer projects include a new
sidewalk to make the walk to church safer. New
restroom sinks and counters to look better and
more importantly easier to keep clean. A mini bus
for the preschool to make it easier and safer for our staff to transport the preschoolers. And we had to delay the start of
Kindergarten to complete the remodel project to get more usable floor space by filling in the “reading pit.”
Listening to 96.9 FM radio the other evening, I heard an old Mother Angelica show. She made a great point for us to
consider during this time when we are so focused on physical health. She commented that we should be even more concerned and give even more care to our soul. Our spiritual health should be our highest priority. St. Patrick School is your
partner in your parental duty to form your children as disciples of Jesus Christ.
There is a spiritual battle going on regarding our souls and eternal salvation. Please take time to discuss with your student
what they did or learned in Religion class. It is a great way for you to learn along with your child and pray with them.
Make each Sunday special with time spent in prayer and scripture at home if
you are not able to come to Mass during this Corona virus time.
One of the books I have been reading this summer really brought home to me
the purpose of each of our lives: praising and worshipping God, now and in
eternity.
A quote from this book. The priest is dying. (He will rather miraculously recover and write the book.) “Yes, when one takes a hard and serious look at
life, ones sees that the most important things are our relationships – with God
and those around us, and, of course, the love that encompasses and permeates
them. Nothing else is permanent in this world and we can bring nothing else
to the next life and nothing else except how we live these relationships can
dictate whether or not we attain total fulfillment after we die.”
Do all you do for the glory of God, including your education and that of your
children.
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
BY MRS. REBECCA REDL

Welcome back to a new and exciting school year.
As we enter this new school year, I know it will be a year of
unique challenges that we have never faced before. However
I am certain that St. Patrick School will be flexible with
these challenges and with our school family and God’s love
and grace, we will prevail. With a positive attitude, I know
that this year will be one filled with many unique experiences, refreshing challenges, as well as abundant successes for
our students and our school. We have an amazing Catholic
school, which I refer to as our jewel in Southwest Nebraska,
and God has blessed us with a fabulous staff that is as excited
as I am to get this year underway!! God is great!!

I come from a family of six children, three boys and
two girls and I are the youngest. I grew up attending St.
Mary’s Catholic School in Ellis, KS, and graduated from
Dodge City High School. I attended UNK for my bachelor's
as well as my maters and have called McCook home for the
past twenty-six years.

My husband, Donovan works for the Bureau of
Reclamation. Our oldest daughter, Breanna, is finishing her
master’s program in Speech Pathology at UNK. Cassidy, our
youngest, graduated from Colby Community College and
will begin working at Cribelli Physical Therapy in Cambridge, NE as a Physical Therapy Assistant. Each year as I
I am entering my twenty-four year at St. Patrick
watch our students grow into young adults, my head wonSchool and my eleventh year as school principal. I enjoy eve- ders where the time has gone and my heart swells with pride
ry opportunity that I get to share in your student’s day in the with their accomplishments. Best of luck to our students.
classroom, cafeteria and playground. I am pretty sure I have
the best job in the whole world because I get to watch each
of these great students to learn and grow every day!! Thank
you for sharing your students with me.

Polos and
school pants
and shirts are
available in
the church
basement,
and are kept
in stock and can be purchased new from
Main Street Clothing.
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• 8th Grade
Graduation •
8th Grade Graduation took place Saturday, July 1st, 2020. This class finalized their education at
St. Patrick school through the obstacles of distance learning due a to pandemic..
We wish you the
very best,
8th grade graduates.
You will be missed.
Maddie,
Halee,

Grace,
Evan,
Caleb,
Grant
God bless each of you.

Once a Knight, always a Knight, always a Knight. Come visit when you can.
Go make us proud. We know you will.
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MRS. JENIFER JACOBS
LIBRARIAN
WELCOME BACK!! I hope you all
had a fantastic summer, but doesn’t it
feel good to be back! This is my
fourth year at St. Patrick School and I
am ready to begin.
Even though most of you know me,
this months newsletter is all about introductions. I am the librarian and I
will also be subbing when needed this
year. I am looking forward to working
with your children and helping them
develop a love for reading and a passion for life.
I have been blessed to be married to
the love of my life for 25 years this
August. How time flies!! Brandon and I have four beautiful
children who are growing up rapidly. Our oldest daughter Emily is studying to be a pharmacy tech and is currently working at
USAVE Pharmacy here in McCook. Tanner, our oldest son, is a
senior this year at MHS and seems to be looking forward to all
of the things that go along with that. He is taking some tough
classes this year in preparation for college. Taylor is a sophomore at MHS, and he is active in XC, basketball, and track. He
loves sports and is hoping they stay in session this school year.
Ellie is a fourth grader and is already very impressed with Mrs.
Kain. :-) Ellie keeps us on our toes and seems eager to learn.
She is younger than
my other three children and reminds us
all how OLD we
are!!
I sincerely hope
this is an amazing
year for everyone.
Should you have any
questions or concerns about the library I will do
Happy Anniversary
my best to help.

25
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MRS. KELLY SMITH
READING SPECIALIST
Hi! My Name is Mrs. Kelly Smith. I have taught
for 39 years and in different districts across the
state. I grew up on the farm 10 miles southwest
of Wallace, Nebraska. After graduating from
Kearney State College, I started teaching in central Nebraska in the heart of the sandhill's in Ord
and Burwell. My family and I moved to the panhandle for my husband's job transfer. We moved
back home to Wallace as we realized the best
place ever to raise a family was in a small school
with farming/ranching values! My Bachelor of
Arts degree is in Special Education and I hold an
Elementary endorsement. I went back to school
once my own children left home and finished my
Masters degree in Reading Specialist/ESL endorsement. I also am certified in Reading Recovery. I left the Wallace School district about 5
years ago to "explore the world!" I have taught in
Class B schools and smaller D-2 schools. I also
taught 4th grade at North American Martyrs
Catholic School in Lincoln, Nebraska. I thought
my husband would move to Lincoln and enjoy
retirement with the Husker FB and Husker VB
games so close by. Well...he planted his Sandhills
cowboys pretty deep and here we are. I have been
firmly convinced that western Nebraska is where
we are supposed to be. I will commute from
Wallace each day and can thoroughly have great
reflection time as I drive through the canyons and
gaze at the beautiful farming country!

Knights News
MR. SCOTT DAUWEN
MAINTENANCE/CUSTODIAL
Welcome back everyone, hope you all enjoyed the lengthy vacation, and welcome to the new families.
This is my second year as custodian at St. Pats and I enjoy
working here. My wife Gnelle is entering her twelfth year
teaching kindergarten at Cambridge and loves her work. Our
daughter Taylor is working at Community Hospital while continuing her education, and our son Rayce is in the Army and
posted at Ft. Drum NY, he has about eight months left of a
four year contract. He and his wife Brianna blessed us with our
first grandchild, Lila Grace, on Thanksgiving day, and are expecting another in February. Gnelle and I were able to drive
out to NY and enjoy some time with them this summer.
As long as the summer break was, I still have a list of projects
that I didn’t get done. I owe a big thank you to Jenifer Jacobs
for all her help with projects this summer, and to her husband
for helping with the rectory windows. Aiden Barger also did a
lot of painting and yard work, and Cindi Arterburn also helped
out with some projects. Thank you all for helping out!
Hope we all have a great year and stay safe and Healthy! Thank
you parents for bringing your kids to St. Pats.
God Bless

If you are picking your child up for an appointment, when you arrive you may call the
office at 345-4546 to let us know you are
here. You are also welcome to come to the
entry way and ring the bell. We will ask your
child to sign
out and then
they will be
dismissed to
go with you.

Temperature checks are conducted each morning as students arrive
and once again at their lunch time.
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MRS. LARA STEWART

KINDERGARTEN
Welcome back! I am looking forward to another great school
year! There is a lot to deal with this year to keep everyone
healthy. Let’s work together and pray that we will be able to
remain in the classroom!! I have been a “lifer” at St. Patrick
School. I began teaching fourth grade, moved to second grade
and now reside in the kindergarten room. I LOVE St. Patrick
School and my Kinders! I grew up in Haigler, NE. I attended
college at UNK, met my hubby and moved to McCook. My
husband, Kevin, is an agronomist at Frenchman Valley and my
daughter, Brooke, flew the coop this fall and is attending college in Lincoln. She is also a proud St. Patrick alumni! The summer flew by entirely too quickly but I managed to knock a few
things off my to do list, spent a little time at the lake and just
enjoyed time at home. Here’s to a great year and I look forward
to seeing everyone!
MRS. CINDI ARTERBURN
KINDERGARTEN PARA

My name is Cindi Arterburn, and I am the kindergarten
para. This is my sixth year here at St. Patrick School,
and my thirteenth year as a para.
My husband, Tom, and I have three grown children.
They all attended this amazing school! We have also

been blessed with eight fantastic grandchildren—four
boys and four girls.
I am so excited for this year, and am looking forward to
getting to know our new class.
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MRS. AMANDA PETERSON
1ST GRADE
Hi! My name is Amanda Peterson and will be teaching
first grade this year. I have
spent a lot of time over the
summer trying to prepare for whatever this school year may throw at us! So I am
excited to finally have kids in my room so we can
begin an exciting new “adventure” in first grade!
My summer went by very fast and was filled with
lots of family time, coaching/watching softball,
running kids around, lots of baking and cooking,
and catching up on a few projects around the house.
I even took some time this quarantine to read some
good books!
I am married to Aaron Peterson who is an engineering tech and partner at W Design Associates here in
McCook. Aaron and I have 5 children, so I feel like
we are always on the run! Andrew is a senior and
Sara is now a sophomore at McCook High. Rebecca
is an 8th grader, Hannah is a 5th grader, and our
youngest daughter Lexi is now in kindergarten. I
am excited for what I hope to be a busy fall sports
season as I watch my kids participate in football,
softball, and volleyball.
I am thrilled to start this new school year, I have
missed seeing the kids so very much! As we move
forward I try to remind myself daily of a few inspirational quotes from some of my favorite saints:
“Be not afraid” – Saint John Paul ll
“Pray, hope, and do not worry.” – Saint Padre Pio
I look forward to all that God has in store for us this
year!

FR. GARY BRETHOUR
SUPERINTENDANT
I feel silly writing all this once again, but
for those who are new to our parish and/
or school, I will include the details.
I was born and raised at Scottsbluff, Nebraska. I graduated from Scottsbluff Senior
High School after attending St. Agnes
Grade School. (Like McCook, we did not
have a Catholic high school.) I attended UNL and earned a BS and
an MS in civil engineering. I then attended Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary
in Emmitsburg, Maryland. I was ordained a priest on May 27, 1989.
My first priestly assignment was three years as an assistant here at St.
Patrick Church and School, 1989-92. I have been honored to be the
Pastor and Chief Administrative Officer here at McCook since
1999. It is amazing to me how fast my time here in McCook has
been. I have been ordained 31 years. Twenty four of those years
have been here with all of you. Five of the seven years when I was
not assigned to McCook, I was just up the road in North Platte during which time I saw many of you on my days off while hunting in
this area with Msgr. Tucker.
My father and mother have both died. Please continue to pray for
the happy repose of the soul of my mother and father and all of our
faithfully departed. As a good friend told me after my mother died,
“She has been preparing for and waiting for this day all her life.”
Great point. It very important to keep in focus the purpose in our
life. It helps bring in to focus why we have St. Patrick School. To
teach, form and prepare our students with this goal in mind….
Heaven.
My brother Vern and his wife, Mary, live in Huntsville, Alabama.
My sister, Rita, and her husband, Roger, live in Scranton, North
Dakota. The exciting family news during the summer was my niece
Annie had a baby boy. He is Vern and Mary’s first grandchild. Annie
and her husband and baby are all doing well.
I do appreciate all of your kindness to me and involving me in your
family events. I do not get to see my brother and sister and their
families as much as I would like to, and being a part of your families
is a wonderful spiritual consolation. Your material and especially
spiritual welfare are very important to me. The title a man is given
when he is ordained a priest is “Father.” You and your children are
my responsibility and have a special place in my life. You are my
family!
A Catholic school is a great way for a pastor to take care of so many
precious lives, and especially their immortal souls.
We are very blessed to have our school to help form strong minds,
bodies, and especially their spiritual lives and relationships with Our
Lord Jesus.
Thank you for your prayers, support, and friendship these many
years in McCook.
God bless you all.
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The following students made their
First Communion this summer:

A reminder to all bus riders in every
grade:
Please remember to mark in your child’s
take home folder if they will be riding the
bus, and which bus they need to take.
Thank you.

Galilea

August 9

Corbyn

June 14

Marvin

July 4

Vivie

May 24

Sam

June 5

Lily

May 24

Addyson

July 5

Kali

May 24

Annabelle

June 7

Miss Lee is
ready for the
first day of
school.

MS. KHALEY LEE
2ND GRADE
Joy. Joy is the emotion I feel right now. I am overjoyed to
be back IN school, joyful to have students back, and joyous
to start a new school year!
Thank you to all the families that came to open house, it
was nice to see you/meet you. The second graders are
working hard to learn the procedures and rules for our
school and classroom.
We are jumping into our learning! In math, we will be re-

viewing addition and subtraction strategies. In science we
will begin lessons in Earth science like conservation. People
that lived long ago is our first unit in social studies. And, we
are moving right along in reading.
Please help your student study their spelling words every
night. I will also be preparing addition flashcards, so be on
the lookout for those!
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MRS. LINDA BREWSTER

3RD GRADE
2ND GRADE RELIGION

Hello and welcome to 3rd Grade! My name is Mrs. Linda
Brewster and this is my 35th year of teaching at Saint Patrick
School. I have a wonderful husband, Johnnie. Our son, David,
is in college, majoring in Civil Engineering. We love to spend
time together as a family. I am an avid quilter and I love to sew
and embroider. I look forward to working with each of your
children this year. This will be a year filled with incredible
amounts of learning as well as fun!
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Reminder:
Help your child stay hydrated by sending a bottle
of water to school with
them each day.
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MRS. TAMA KAIN
4TH GRADE
For anyone who doesn’t know me, I pioneered from
Ohio to McCook with my husband, Fritz. West of
McCook on a small acreage nestled between the prairie
hills and the Republican River, our homestead has been
a great blessing for us and our eight adventurous children. Forrest, our eldest, lives in North Platte, is employed by John Deere, and has two children, Hans and
Anne. Father Carson is an assistant pastor at St. Mary’s
in David City. As a member of a uniformed police division, Wyatt lives in Washington, D. C. In Ohio, James
is building his own electrical, AC,
heating, and plumbing business and is
the Plumber Pro at Lowes. John Paul
lives near McCook and is employed at
FVC. Mary is a missionary at the Turtle Mountain Indian Reservation in
North Dakota. Joseph graduated this
year and is currently employed by a
local farmer. Our youngest, Adam,
will be a junior in high school this
year. Our house has become spacious,
yet too quiet. When together, we are
a hungry, noisy, fun-loving, and adventurous clan. We enjoy camping,
hunting, farming, evening swims,
gardening, hiking, and exploring
God's great world.

Prior to the
beginning of
school Mrs.
Kain was
spotted fishing
over her lunch
hour. She was
very successful, bringing a
fish to school for the fish tank in the
4th grade room
13
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FR. BRIAN WIRTH
5—6 RELIGION
Dear St. Patrick Parish School Family,
May the peace of Christ be with you all! My name is Fr. Brian Wirth and I am one of the newly ordained priests of
the Diocese of Lincoln. I cannot tell you how privileged and excited I am to have the opportunity of being in the classroom teaching your children in our Diocesan Catholic School. Although we are facing some unique challenges this
year, I am looking forward to my time at St. Pats and meeting all of our great students and families. Please know of
my prayers for a safe, healthy, and successful school year both academically and spiritually.
I am originally from Nebraska City where I grew up on a 5th generation family farm. I have one older brother who
farms with my dad and my mom works at St. Mary’s Hospital. Before my Ordination, I attended Lourdes Central
Catholic in Nebraska City, attended & graduated from UNL and went to St. Gregory the Great Seminary for two
years followed by an additional four years at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Maryland.
The highlight of my summer was definitely my Ordination to the Priesthood and First Mass. Thankfully, COVID did
not delay the event and it was truly an awesome weekend for my family, friends, and myself.
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MS. TAYLOR GEISLER

5TH GRADE HOMEROOM
MATH GRADES 5 & 6
READING 6 & 7
ADVANCED READING 8

Hello! I am the fifth grade homeroom teacher. I will be teaching fifth and sixth mathematics as well as sixth, seventh, and
advanced eighth reading. This will be my second year of teaching here at St. Pats. Last year was a whirlwind of adventure
and I am excited to get this year going! Math and reading are
two of my favorite subjects and I am looking forward to sharing my love for them with my students.
I was born and raised in McCook by my two wonderful parents
Brad and Jill Geisler along with my younger brother Kyle. This

15

coming April I will marry my high school sweetheart Dawson
Brunswick who is the McCook Chamber Director. This summer was a bit different than others but I still enjoyed the time
to read, swim, craft, play with our dog Luca, and spend time
with my family. My favorite thing to do this summer was run
out to the lake and spend a day fishing, swimming, and relaxing. I am blessed to be a part of this school and am excited to
jump into this year!

Knights News
6TH GRADE HOMEROOM
READING GRADE 5—8
ENGLISH 5—8
My name is Steph Sydow and I am the new 5th-8th English
and 5th, 8th grades reading teacher. I want to take this time
to share a little bit about myself. I have a B.A. in Elementary Education K-6 and Early Childhood. I also have extensive training in Remedial Reading and working with
students with learning differences. I previously taught preschool (6 years), Kindergarten (8 years), First Grade (2
years) and Music (1 year). I am an active member of St.
Patrick’s church and I also coordinate the fair food booth.
I have five children; Ashley, Amber, Aubrey, Aric and
Matthew. I am also blessed to be a grandma, “Nama”, to
two girls and another granddaughter who will be arriving
in November.

working alongside teachers,
students and parents, to
accomplish the mutual goal
of growing in our faith as
well as helping students become independent learners.

I look forward to getting to
know each of you more
throughout the year. If you
should have any questions
or concerns, please do not
hesitate to reach out. I will
include contact information
Aside from playing with my granddaughters and working in a welcome letter, especially
with students in the school setting, I enjoy family time,
for our class, on the first day of
reading and gardening. You may have spotted me at my
school. God Bless!
parent’s business, Common Scents, as I have helped out at
the nursery for almost 30 years! I have learned so much
throughout my journey in motherhood and education.
The email address that was printRespect, communication and a sense of humor are some ed earlier needs to be updated to:
of the most important factors to a successful year. I am
Stephanie-Sydow@cdolinc.net
excited to join the St. Pats school family, where I will be

MRS. TONI GERVER
K—8 PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
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Yea! We are back in school. The kids are
dong a fantastic job adjusting to all the
changes. A little bit about me. My name is
Mrs. Toni Gerver and I teach P.E. all
grades. I have taught at Saint Patrick since
1999. I love working with the kids and
hopefully inspire a lifetime filled with fun
activities to keep their bodies especially their
hearts in tip top shape. When I am not at
school I am usually with my family. My husband Bill and I have been married 38 yrs.
We have two sons, Nickaluas who works in
Wyoming but lives here. Chance who works
everywhere but lives here. We have one
daughter Danni and husband Walter Pedersen. My three favorite people are my grandkids, Paxton, Ashton, and Rikki Anne. I also
enjoy my pets and swimming. I look forward to a wonderful year now that we are
finally back.

Knights News
100 Years 1919—2019
MRS. BARB BORTNER
SECRETARY

Hi, I am Barb Bortner, school secretary. I wish you could be
here as I am each day to witness this wonderful school, students and staff. It is a place of caring, learning, worship, and
laughter. I enjoy being here and getting to know the students. They’re such fun! Some other ways I enjoy life are
spending time with my husband Bob & our 4 children and
their families. I enjoy spending time in the yard, riding
bikes, going for walks with our dog, horses, cattle, the farm
and being outside. I am looking forward to my 3rd year at
St. Patrick School.
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Mrs. Deonne Hinz, along with Ginny Anderson, created this mural (which has since grown) on the sidewalk in
front of Sehnert’s Bakery and Bieroc Café. The mural is an effort to
reflect the community sentiment during the pandemic, that we are all in this
together, and together we will see it through. We will support each other in business,
and in personal relationships.
We are thrilled to be back in school, and we are so very proud of Deonne and her artistic
creativity. She is also the technology guru here at St. Patrick School. A teacher of many
talents!
The mural below was replicated and can be seen various places throughout McCook.
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MRS. DEONNE HINZ
ART K—8 COMPUTER 5—8

Welcome back and I hope everyone had a wonderful and
creative summer. I feel so blessed to be a part of the staff
here at St. Patrick’s School, teaching kindergarten through
8th grade art as well as kindergarten through 8th grade computers. This is my 12th year here at St. Pats and I am looking
forward to another wonderful year.
Some information about myself and my family you might
not know. I have lived in the area for almost 26 years. My
husband, Merlin is currently helping farm his family’s land,
plus is the chemical plant manager for AG Valley COOP in
Indianola. When he is not busy working he loves restoring
old cars. I also have three daughters named Micah, Noelle,
and Stacia.
Micah is 25 years old and currently living by Mancelona,
Michigan. She is really enjoying herself up there spending
time with her husband and 11 year old son Anthony. Micah
also found it in her heart to bless a local family through
adoption. We are so glad the family wants us in their lives.
We are now blessed with 3 granddaughters age 11 and almost 4 years old. We are happy to have such a wonderful
extended family.
My daughter Noelle is 23 years old and served our country
in the Marine Corps for 4 years and now lives with my husband and I on our farm outside of McCook. We are so
proud of her and thankful to have her home. She is currently
working for Parker as a fork lift operator for the mill in the
plant.

My youngest daughter, Stacia is 19 and lives in McCook and
currently works for Walmart as a cashier. She also keeping
busy with her new puppy who is so tiny compared to our
dogs. Also, I can’t forget my very large dogs Miura who is
now 4 years old and Noelle’s dog named Khal who is now
one year old. They both are Great Danes and
keep my family entertained by their silly shenanigans. I also have a cat named Rue along
with several ducks and chickens.
I have had a very busy summer. I was blessed
with an opportunity to co-create the WE ARE
ONE mural at Sehnert’s Bakery as well as the
banners displayed through the summer. When
I was not doing that I would be taking care of
our very large garden. Our family did find time
to go to the lake this summer which was a lot
of fun. When I was not working on school or
home projects, I would keep myself busy
working on some of my own artwork. My favorite things to do is making pottery on the
pottery wheel.
I am looking forward to another creative year.
See you around the school.
19
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MRS. LORI
HILKER
VOCAL MUSIC K-8

Psalm 118:24 This is the day the Lord has made, let
us rejoice and be glad.
Welcome back to school! It has been such a long
time. I have missed you and am looking forward to
being together again to learn and also to meet the kindergarten and other new students.
This school year of 2020-21 will present some unique
opportunities for all of us. While things will seem
quite different in many ways, right now we still get to
gather, see each other’s faces, hear each other’s voices, learn, and make memories. Let’s do our best to
make it great!!
Hopefully your summer was terrific. My husband and
I stayed busy with family and projects. We have three
grown children and eight grandchildren. We put off
our travel plans this year, but are looking forward to
some beach time next year for sure!
I started teaching at St. Pats in 2008. It’s interesting to
realize that the kindergarten students that year will be
graduating from high school this year. Here is to finding great solutions to the challenges we are sure to
face. With the help of The Holy Family, we’ve got
this!!

Our band is so cool!
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CREATIVE TEACHING IDEAS
FROM OUR TEACHERS DURING COVID

MRS. PATRICIA JANSSEN
SPANISH 6—8
It is with pleasure that I return
to Saint Patrick School for the
16th year as a volunteer in the
Spanish program. My teaching career has taken me to many
fine institutions of learning but none have been finer than St.
Pats. We have a great dedicated staff.
I feel well qualified to speak on this subject not only because
I have taught in many different venues but also because St.
Patrick's has graduated our fine children and three grandchildren. They were all well prepared for high school and
college.
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I am also happy that our students
have an opportunity to start their
foreign language study at our
school. The reports seem to be
very favorable concerning their
progress.
I am prayerful that we have another great year. I feel honored
to be a part of the St. Pats team.
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MRS. LANAE FRITSCH
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EIGHTH HOMEROOM,

Aaron, and Adley Wilson, Peri Joy, Charli Mae, and Letti
Belle Martin, MaKenna, Parker, and Hanna Heron) I enjoy
fishing, camping, golfing, gardening, any outdoor activities,
and watching my grandkids participate in summer activities
and sports and just spending time with them.

SOCIAL STUDIES 5—8; SCIENCE 5 &
Welcome back to school. I am so excited to get back to
school and see my students in class every day! I will be
teaching 5th – 8th grades social studies and also 5th and 6th
grade science. It looks to be a fun, yet busy year! This will
be my 7th year here at St. Pats. Teaching here at St. Pats
has fulfilled a lifelong dream of mine. Not very many people can say that they love their job, look forward to each
new day, and work in a supportive, friendly close knit
group of teachers and administration. I have the opportunity to teach and enjoy the students every day, plus a little
added bonus by having the opportunity to see and spend
time with four of my grandchildren at school. My husband
Bob and I just celebrated our 20th anniversary this past July.
We have four children (Drew & Tausha Wilson, Jessica
Fritsch, Ryan & Austin Martin, and Sarah Fritsch. We also
have 12 grandchildren. (Asher, Abel, Annabelle, Aiden,

I have lived in McCook my entire life and graduated from
McCook Senior High. I attended two years at Midland Lutheran College and then I received my Bachelors of Science
Elementary Education degree from the University of Phoenix. I completed my Master’s degree in Special Education
(Mild to Moderate) with a Coaching Endorsement from the
University of Nebraska Kearney. I have an open door policy and look forward to meeting and working with each one
of you. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have a
question or concern about your student. I am sure that by
working together as a team we will have a rewarding and
successful year. Remember, “To teach is to touch a life forever!”
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MRS. LAURA NOKES
RESOURCE TEACHER

I have been a part of the St. Pats family for 8 years as
the Resource and Title 1 teacher from the public
school.
I am starting my 26th year of teaching. My husband
Garrett and I have two boys - Trevor, a sophomore
and Parker, a sixth grader. Since my husband is the
rodeo coach for MPCC, we spend a lot of time rodeoing. Parker is starting jr. high rodeos this fall. We
will also spend a lot of time going to tennis matches
and golf tournaments for Trevor. I personally enjoy
reading, walking and watching Husker volleyball and
football.

MRS. GALE SLATTERY
HEAD COOK
Welcome back! It has been a long time
since we have seen each other! I spent
most of the summer raising a large garden. God blessed me with an abundance
of produce that I plan to share with the
lunchroom.
I am the head of the lunchroom, Gale
Slattery. This is my tenth year in this
position. My husband, Mike, and I have
four children, all past students at St. Patrick School. Our
granddaughter is a current student. I’m excited to be back
and see so many familiar faces as well as the new students
and teachers. It will be an exciting year!
I have a few reminders with the new year beginning.
PLEASE try to keep your child’s lunch account current. I try
to send bills home with the students every 1-2 weeks. A bill
is sent when their account goes over $5 past due. If you
ever have a question as to their balance you can call the
kitchen at 345-5542. Please do not call between 10:30am
and 1:00pm, which is when we are serving students lunch.
Please send lunch money separate from other school fees or
dues. Checks can be made payable to St. Patrick Hot Lunch.
It is helpful to write your child’s ID number (found in the
bill) or your child’s name on your check. If you send cash be

sure it is labeled with your name. If you want payments divided a certain way let me know. Otherwise I will split according to their individual account balances.
If your student has any food allergies or sensitivities we have
a form that you need to fill out. We must have that on file in
order to avoid any health issues. Also, if you do not want
your child to be served seconds you must let us know in
writing. Sometimes they forget that seconds are costing their
parents $0.50. Parents might be surprised how quickly the
lunch money goes away! This applies to those who receive
free or reduced price lunches as well.
Finally, if your family qualified for free or reduced
price meals last year you need to reapply before
September 27. Eligibility from last year only carries over
to that date. If you do not submit a new application you will
lose your eligibility. If your family situation changes you may
apply anytime throughout the school year.
Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to serve your children! We are looking forward to a
wonderful school
year! God Bless!
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MR. ZACH WIESER
7th HOMEROOM; 7—8
SCIENCE
7—8 MATH; 8 ALGEBRA

I am Zach Wieser. This is my 6th year of teaching overall, and I am so excited to get back into teaching Math,
along with Science, this year! I taught math for one year
in Columbus, NE and three years at the junior high. I
graduated from the University of Nebraska-Kearney in
2014. I have two amazing children. Aidyn Miller (my
step-son) is a 4rd grader here at St. Pats and Jackson,
who is 4. We love going out to the lake and going on
bike rides. Although this year will not be normal by
most accounts, I am so excited to be back in the building
with all the kids! God Bless you all!

Last year, Mr. Wieser was also the 2nd grade
religion teacher. He helped students prepare for
their First Holy Communion. Annabelle made
her First Communion June 7th.
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MS. LAURA MILLER
PRESCHOOL TEACHER
VOLLEYBALL COACH

Hi! My name is Ms. Laura
(Laura Miller). I love to
spend time with my family, my cat, Spook, and
play all sorts of games! I
will be the preschool
teacher for the 20202021 school year! This will
be my fourth year teaching and also my fourth
year at St. Patricks! I will
also be coaching volleyball again this year! I
know we are going to
have lots of fun this year
and I can’t wait to get
started!

MRS. BRYN JORDAN
PRESCHOOL PARA

Hi! My name is Bryn Jordan. My husband Clay and I
have been married for 10 years and have three kids,
all attending St Patrick’s School this year, Jaxyn 4th
grade; Corbyn, 3rd grade; and Brekkan is in 1st grade.
We live outside McCook where we enjoy our “funny
farm” with horses, ponies, goats, chickens, guineas,
ducks, and a peacock! This will be my fourth year as
the preschool aide. We had a lot of fun last year,
and I am looking forward to another fun year!
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Sun

6

Mon

7

NO
SCHOOL

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 Cabbage Pocket
Casserole
Vegetable
Fruit
Dinner Roll
Milk

2 Hamburger on Bun
Baked Beans
Sweet Potato Fries
Fruit
Milk

3 Chicken Parmesan
Spaghetti Sauce
Pasta
Salad
Fruit
Garlic Toast
Milk

4

Omelet
Breakfast Cookie
Hashbrown
Fruit
Juice
Milk

5

8 Chicken Strips
French Fries
Baked Beans
Fruit
Cookie
Milk

9 Walking Taco
Salsa
Lettuce
Fruit
Tortilla Chips
Milk

10 Deli Sandwich
On Flatbread
Salad
Fruit
Milk

11 Fish Sticks
Macaroni & Cheese
Coleslaw
Fruit
Milk

12

13

14 Pancake Wrap
Yogurt
Tator Tots
Fruit
Juice
Milk

15 Sloppy Joe on a
Bun
Baked Beans
Sweet Potatoes
Fruit
Milk

16 Mandarin Orange
Chicken
Fried Rice
Vegetable
Fruit
Dinner Roll

17 Chef Salad w/
Ham & Cheese
Vegetable
Fruit
Breadstick
Milk

18 Cheese Pizza
Baby Carrots
Vegetable
Fruit
Milk

19

20

21

Chicken
Quesadilla
Beans
Salsa
Fruit
Milk

22

23

24

25 PBJ or Tuna
Salad Sandwich
Vegetables
Fruit
Milk

26

28 Hot Dog on Bun
Baked Beans
Sweet Potato Fries
Fruit
Birthday Cake
Milk

29

27

Goulash
Vegetable
Fruit
Dinner Roll
Milk

Burrito
Beans
Salsa
Fruit
Milk

Pork Chop
Potatoes
Vegetable
Fruit
Roll or Muffin
Milk

COOK’S
CHOICE

30 Chicken & Noodles
Mashed Potatoes
Vegetable
Fruit
Roll or Muffin
Milk

*Menu Subject to Change*
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
Go to https://www.stpatsmccook.com/st--patrick-elementary-school for Newsletters, Menus, Calendars, Policies and more.
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Saint Patrick School thanks the McCook Arts
Council for their generous grant to our art
department. In dealing with the pandemic,
the need to have individual supplies for students was apparent. The McCook Arts
Council gifted the school $1,000 for students
to create using individualized tools and materials under the direction of art instructor
Deonne Hinz. Please note one of Mrs. Hinz’s
summer projects highlighted in this issue of a
sidewalk mural in front of Sehnert’s Bakery
and Bieroc Café. We are proud of our art
department, and grateful to the McCook
Arts Council for recognizing the efforts of
Mrs. Hinz and the students.

Under the direction of Mr. Scott Dauwen, a number of projects have
been tackled recently, including new sinks in each restroom, some
enhancements to the kindergarten room including filling in the pit,
and some new utilities in the kindergarten restroom.
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History Night
Was held Tuesday night, August 25th
Look for a supplement with more photos of great projects by our students
in 6th and 7th grades.
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