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A Message from Father Gary Brethour 

 December 2—Faculty Meeting 

 December 3—Confessions 

 December 4—Eucharistic Adora-
tion 

 December 5—Confirmation Mass-
es for St. Patrick 5th & 6th Grades 

 December 7—Celebration of Feast 
of St. Nick 

 December 8—Feast of the Immac-
ulate Conception—No School 

 December 12—Confirmation 
Masses for CCD & Sacred Heart 

 December 14—BB vs. H.C. May-
wood @ Hayes Center 

 December 22—End 2nd Qtr. 1:00 
p.m. dismissal 

 December 23—January 4—
Christmas Vacation 

Dear parents, 
 
The readings at Mass for the Feast of Christ the King (Cycle C - 
2019) give us a lot to think about.  “Brothers and sisters: Let us 
give thanks to the Father, who has made you fit to share in the 
inheritance of the holy ones in light.  He delivered us from the 
power of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his be-
loved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins.”  (Colossians 1:12-14.) 
 
The Collegeville Bible Commentary says these verses are “one of the most im-
portant theological statements about the person of Christ in the New Testa-
ment.” (p. 1182.) 
 
One of the truths of the Bible and Catholic theology and our spiritual life is origi-
nal sin and the darkened intellect and weakened will that is a part of our fallen hu-
man nature.  Watch the news and you see this vividly on display.  The power of 
darkness (those who do not love, worship and obey God) is very real.  Original sin 
is real and so are its consequences of suffering and death.   
 
But at St. Paul points out, we have so much for which we need to thank God “who 
has made you fit to share in the inheritance of the holy ones in light.” 
 
St. Paul continues, “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all crea-
tion. For in him were created all things in heaven and on earth, the visible and the 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all things 
were created through him and for him.  He is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together.  He is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead, that in all things he himself might be preeminent.  For 
in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile all things 
to him, making peace by the blood of his cross through him, whether those on 
earth or those in heaven.”  (Col. 1:15-20.) 
 
St. Paul tells us to give thanks, not simply say thanks.  St. Paul seems to intend 
something more profound that “lip service.” 
 
Jesus’ life, death and Resurrection gives us the reason to give thanks and the way 
to give thanks.  Our giving thanks includes our worship of our creator and re-
deemer.  How do we do this?  By the Eucharistic sacrifice through which we offer  
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our meager gift of self, united to the self-offering of Jesus to the 
Father, with the Holy Spirit.  The preface prayed at the start of the 
Eucharistic prayer gives us a good summary. 
 
“It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and 
everywhere to give you thanks, Lord, Holy Father, almighty and 
eternal God.   
 
For you anointed your Only Begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
with the oil of gladness as eternal Priest and King of all creation, so 
that, by offering himself on the altar of the Cross as a spotless sacri-
fice to bring us peace, he might accomplish the mysteries of human 
redemption and, making all created things subject to his rule, he 
might present to the immensity of your majesty an eternal and uni-
versal kingdom, a kingdom of truth and life, a kingdom of holiness 
and grace,  a kingdom of justice, love and peace. 
 
And so, with Angels and Archangels, with Thrones and Domin-
ions, and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven, we sing the 
hymn of your glory, as without end we acclaim: Holy…..” 
 
To a great extent, this explains the need and role of St. Patrick 
School. We help parents who have the primary responsibility of 
forming our students to begin to grasp this God given need to wor-
ship and so render fitting praise and thanksgiving to God.  Come 
let us worship. 
 
 

Knights News 

Let’s keep our students   

hydrated—please remem-

ber to send a water bottle 

to school with your child. 

Drinking fountains are 

available for refills through-

out 

the 

day. 
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 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

Faculty 

Meeting 

3  

Confession 

4 5 

Confirmation 

Mass 

10 am 5th 

2 pm 6th 

6 7 Celebra-

tion of the 

feast of      

St. Nick 

 

8  No School 9 

 

10 11 
 

12 

 

Confirmation 

Masses for 

CCD and 

Sacred Heart 

13 14  Basket-

ball vs. H.C./

Maywood @ 

Hayes Center 

15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 

End 2nd Qtr. 

1:00        

Dismissal 

23 

Christmas 

Vacation 

Begins 

24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

Merry Christmas 
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Covid continues to be on the rise, I want to echo Fr. 

Brethour’s praises last month on how well we all adjusted 

to the new normal.  No, I don’t enjoy wearing a mask, but 

if that keeps us in school, I am all for them.  Masks and 

water bottles are now part of our everyday life.  As you 

leave in the morning to bring your students to school, 

please make sure they have a water bottle and mask, along 

with their homework, backpack, and coat.  It’s important 

to find a comfortable mask, one that fits on the ears and 

stays up on the face, covering the nose.  Masks get dirty, 

please wash them often.  Water bottles are also an essential 

part of their days.  Students need to keep hydrated.  Unfor-

tunately, we can’t drink from the water fountain but the 

water fountains are available to refill their water bottles 

throughout the day.   

Our concern will be to stay healthy and safe.  Covid is on 

our minds, but we can’t forget there are also other sick-

nesses we deal with.   Just a friendly reminder, please keep 

your student home if they are sick.  Also, students cannot 

return to school until they are fever and symptom-free for 

24/48 hours.  I urge all of us to err on the side of caution 

this season to stay home if we feel ill.  We can all help to 

keep ourselves and others safe from infection when we 

take steps to prevent the spread of all viruses.   

The holy season of Advent began Sunday, November 29th. 

Advent is a season, not of celebration, but of anticipation 

and expectation, a time to remember all the ways God has 

come to us and will come, a time to prepare ourselves--as 

well as our houses--for Christ at 

Christmas.  

Confirmation for our 5th and 6th grad-

ers is this Saturday, December 5th.  

This is will be different with Covid, 

with our 5th graders being confirmed 

at 10 am and our 6th graders at 2 pm 

on SATURDAY.  Confirmation is a 

beautiful sacrament for our 5th and 6th 

graders to receive as they are now 

becoming “Soldiers of Christ”.  Please 

keep them and their families in your 

prayers this weekend.   

As your family prepares in anticipa-

tion for the birth of Jesus with pen-

ance, prayer, fasting, and good works 

this Advent season, I will continue to 

pray for our school families.  As we 

prepare to welcome baby Jesus with 

our gifts of love, I greatly appreciate 

your gifts of your time, energy, and 

effort to our school.   Have a blessed 

and holy Advent season.   

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

BY MRS. REBECCA REDL 

Knights News 
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Knights News 
MRS. JENIFER JACOBS   

LIBRARIAN 

One of the first things to strike me about Father Wirth was his celebration of the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  It is tru-

ly beautiful!  Now don’t get me wrong it’s beautiful when any priest celebrates it, but perhaps, I’d taken it for 

granted a little because, when I first heard Father Wirth say it I was startled by the word BEHOLD!!!  In fact, it 

would have been the first word I wrote about this year, but it’s a tough one. It’s hard to really capture its meaning 

as I feel it is indeed extraordinary!!  

Behold means to see or observe something remarkable or striking.  In Matthew 1:23 the angel says to Joseph, 

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel.”  When you really think 

about that, it is astounding!!  As Christmas approaches it’s a great meditation verse.  It seems biblically a lot of big, 

amazing things begin with BEHOLD.  Which brings me to Father Wirth.  He separates his words and pauses when 

he says, “Behold the Lamb of God, (pause) Behold him (pause) who takes away the sins of the world.” (Jn. 1:29)  

His pause gives one a moment to really feel and reflect on the phenomenally spiritual thing happening right before 

us.  I am MOVED by God!!  He gives us his son through a virgin!  He gives us himself through bread!  He surely 

DOES indeed love us. 

This Christmas my prayer is that everyone will BEHOLD Him.  He is beyond words so just let Him move you.  Let 

Him in.  Let Him pour his unending amazing LOVE on you. Behold, he is here, right here, always!!   
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MRS. LARA STEWART 

KINDERGARTEN 

I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving break. I find 

it hard to believe that December is already here. It will go 

fast! We have several December birthdays: Kaelyn, Dylan 

and Charli Grace. The most important birthday of all is 

Jesus-what a great birthday to celebrate!  During our 

Christmas party we will be decorating gingerbread houses. 

Please watch for a sign up Genius to help! To celebrate 

Thanksgiving we had a Native American day and made 

adorable teepees. We also had a Pilgrim day and made our 

own butter! We made the cutest turkeys in disguise! 

Great job everyone! In Religion we have been talking 

about good choic-

es, sin and Bap-

tism. Math is full of numbers! We are working 

very hard at identifying and writing them all the way to 

100! We are also skip counting by 2, 5 and 10. Please help 

them practice counting. In reading we are reading and 

writing words. The students are very excited to recognize 

the words we are learning when they see them. Make sure 

to ask them what words they know! In science we have 

been learning many things about animals and had fun imi-

tating them. Have a very Blessed Advent and a Very Mer-

ry Christmas! 

Knights News 
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Knights News 

Above: working 

on cartwheels. 

 

 

 

Right: 

Kindergarten 

Science  

      - using  

imagination to 

be a snail . 
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MRS. AMANDA PETERSON 

1ST GRADE 

Knights News 

November was sure a busy month for us in 1st grade! We 

finished our second unit in reading and we are now start-

ing a new unit about animals and their habitats! The kids 

are excited about this and love to learn about animals!  In 

math we are learning how addition and subtraction are 

related! We have also been working very hard on our so-

cial skills of: listening, making good choices, and being 

honest! 

 

December will be a busy and fast month for us I am 

sure.  We will continue to learn in our core subjects 

and add in all the fun crafts and writing assignments 

for the Christmas season. As you consider Christmas 

gifts for your kids, I urge to think about toys that 

stretch their mind and help develop critical thinking 

skills!! Puzzles, legos, crafts, and science projects are 

all great ideas. They provide the hands on manipula-

tion that the electronics cannot offer! I pray you have a 

very blessed aAvent season and the true joy of Christ 

our Savior may make its way into your home and 

hearts this Christmas season. 
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MS. KHALEY LEE 

2ND GRADE 

Knights News 

 It does not seem possible that November is already over! 

I hope everyone had a blessed and safe Thanksgiving. Is 

anyone else amazed at how fast this year is going by? Sec-

ond grade shows no signs of slowing down! 

 The second graders have worked so hard learning how to 

add 2 digit numbers. We took some time before transi-

tioning into 2 digit subtraction to practice the facts and 

improve our understanding of 2 digit addition. 2 digit ad-

dition here we come! 

 In English we are studying nouns and learning all the 

kinds. After we finish nouns we will study friendly letters. 

Of all the writing types we do, students tend to love these 

the most. 

 As we have started sending flashcards home, please re-

member to take a few minutes every night to practice 

those. As an incentive remind them that we will start the 

Mad Minutes in January to earn banana splits at the end of 

the year. 
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Knights News 
100 Years 1919—2019 

2nd Grade students study 
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We have completed our unit on subtraction! 
Each student was very successful with this 
skill! Congratulations!   

We have started our unit on multiplication 
now.  I am sending home a set of multiplica-
tion facts flashcards with each student. I am 
asking that you practice these flashcards for 
15 minutes every night!  These multiplica-
tion facts MUST BE MEMORIZED!  We 
will be taking timed tests on each set. Each 
set must be passed to move on to the next 
one.  Having these facts memorized is a re-
quirement to move on successfully to 4th 
grade math next year.  Please find a time 
every night to practice with your child. 

Knights News 
100 Years 1919—2019 

MRS. LINDA BREWSTER 

3RD GRADE 

2ND GRADE RELIGION 

St. Nicholas Feast Day (Sunday, December 6th) will be celebrated on 

Monday, December 7th at St. Patrick School. It is tradition to leave 

some coins in your shoe for St. Nicholas to collect for charities. St. 

Nicholas then leaves a small gift in the shoe. Your child is welcome to 

bring some change (donation—the charity is yet to be decided) on 

Monday the 7th of December. Students will celebrate the day with 

movies in their room, setting a shoe outside their classroom. 
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Knights News 
100 Years 1919—2019 
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MRS. TAMA KAIN 

4TH GRADE 

Knights News 

 

Students have grown greatly in their math and algebra 

skills. Be sure they know their multiplication facts quickly 

as we will soon be moving into multiplication of thousands 

by thousands. We’ve made flashcards which students prac-

tice each day, but it is not enough to ensure complete 

memorization. They must practice at home. Some grades 

are slipping due to multiplication facts not being memo-

rized. I’ve been preaching to the students since day one the 

need to know these facts from memory, sent a letter home 

to parents to emphasize this need, and informed parents at 

conference.  I’m sorry, but we will not slow down to ac-

commodate those who didn’t heed the warning. We have a 

plethora of material to cover yet this year, and I will not 

hold back students who have memorized their facts. Thank 

you for your attention to this matter. 

With more and more students being quarantined, I’d like 

to remind parents to use PSL (Power School Learning) to 

find assignments, download worksheets, and submit fin-

ished assignments. Assignments are listed each day on my 

home page. If a worksheet is assigned, a link to download 

the worksheet will be included. To submit homework, go 

to the Activities tab, click on Assignments and submit the 

homework on the corresponding assignment.  
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FR. BRIAN WIRTH 

5—6 RELIGION 

Knights News 

As we are coming down to the final stretch before Confirmation, 
the 5th & 6th grade students have been busy! 
 
Along with wrapping up our study of the 92 Questions, both clas-
ses have been presenting in class individual projects on their Con-
firmation Saints. After providing the class with a historical back-
ground of their Confirmation Saint, the students have also shared 
what their Confirmation Saints exercised in faith throughout their 
lives, (recorded miracle stories, Patron/Patroness Saint of…, spe-
cific Gifts, Fruits, Charisms, and Virtues of the Holy Spirit exer-
cised within their saintly lives, and so forth. This has been a good 
way for myself and the students to learn more about the Lives of 
the Saints as they prepare for their upcoming reception of the Sac-
rament of Confirmation.  
 
Personally, my two favorite aspects of the students’ Confirmation 
Saint projects has been their personal explanation as to why they 
chose their Confirmation Saint as well as hearing them recite their 
own personal prayer addressed to God and their Confirmation 
Saint asking for their saintly intercession. In these challenging 
times, it has been really inspiring for both myself and the classes to 
hear the students express their personal devotion to their Confir-
mation Saints in their own words! With over 30 different Confir-
mation Saints, we have developed a further bond to many Saints 
over the last month which has been a great blessing! 
  
I was proud of the students’ efforts as we have been keeping Spir-
itual Prayer Journals throughout the First Semester. While it was 
an entirely new experience for them as a whole, I believe that this 
regular exercise and the power of the Holy Spirit enflamed their 
hearts to create very personal and faith-filled prayers to their Con-
firmation Saints. 
 
Truly, along with the Mary and our Guardian Angels, our Confir-
mation Saints are our greatest spiritual allies and friends. There-
fore, may we never underestimate the power of their intercessory 
prayer for ourselves and for our loved ones especially during these 
challenging times. 
 
As we are nearing Thanksgiving Break, may we all take a moment 
to thank God for all of the many blessings in our lives, and may we 
thank God too for our Confirmation Saints. 
 
To Jesus through Mary, 
Fr. Wirth 
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Knights News 
MS. TAYLOR GEISLER  

5TH GRADE HOMEROOM   

MATH GRADES 5 & 6 

READING 6 & 7 

ADVANCED READING 8 

5th Math 

 It’s hard to believe December is already here. The stu-

dents might not agree but this semester seems to be flying 

by! In fifth grade math we are finishing up equations, func-

tions, and expressions. The students impressed me with 

their critical thinking skills while creating their own equa-

tions. Soon we will be learning everything decimals. I know 

they will conquer the basic knowledge of decimal place val-

ue as well as estimating and rounding decimals. We’re hop-

ing to finish up a couple more chapters before break by 

learning how to add, subtract, multiply, and divide deci-

mals. I’m sure come Christmas they will be sick of deci-

mals!  

6th Math 

 Here in sixth grade math we are focused on all things frac-

tions. Starting off the majority of class was in agreement to 

throw out fractions and stick to decimals but as we get 

more and more practice in there are some seeing the bene-

fits of fractions. They seem to have a great understanding of 

equivalent fractions and simplest form I’m sure here soon 

we will fly by estimating, converting between mixed num-

bers and improper fractions, as well as adding and subtract-

ing with like denominators. Soon we will throw in multipli-

cation and division and get a look at unlike denominators. 

After fractions comes proportions, ratios, and percents 

which I’m sure will lead to the same beginning vote of just 

leaving them behind. 

Patiently waiting for confession 
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6th Reading 

 We’ve finished up Collection 2 reading different texts 

about animal intelligence. Throughout the collection our 

main focus was identifying the purpose the author had for 

writing each text. The students have that technique down 

pat at this point. They wrote their first literary analysis 

over the story “The Mixer” which they did excellent at 

discussing whether or not a dog is a good or bad narrator. 

This month we will be jumping into Collection 3 with the 

theme of dealing with disaster. This unit provides a varie-

ty of different genres of text as usual. We will be looking 

at the different text features and analyzing each reading. 

As always I enjoy the discussions we have in class, they 

provide a good insight into the students’ thinking. Please 

make sure they are continuing to read their AR books at 

home! 

7th Reading 

 In seventh grade we completed Collection 2 and are 

moving onto Collection 3. We are still developing our 

skills of identifying the exposition, rising action, climax, 

falling action, and resolution of each story and will contin-

ue to work on that. Collection 3 has the theme of nature 

at work. This collection allows us the opportunity to ana-

lyze different forms of poems than we are used to and also 

introduces a new text which is memoir. While reading we 

will be discussing personal experiences in nature that are 

meaningful to us. Please make sure they are continuing to 

read their AR books at home! 

8th Reading 

 We have moved onto our fourth novel of the semester, 

one they all seem to be quite excited about. We just fin-

ished up Silas Marner by George Eliot with a discussion on 

the similarities of this book to that of a fairy tale. This 

wasn’t their favorite book we have read but they still held 

great discussions throughout it. Our current read is The 

Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien which is going over quite well. 

We’re hoping to finish up the book before Christmas and 

watch the movie after break in order to compare the two. 

Hopefully we will all be in agreement that the book is 

always better! 

MS. TAYLOR GEISLER  

5TH GRADE HOMEROOM   

MATH GRADES 5 & 6 

READING 6 & 7 

ADVANCED READING 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you help? 

St. Patrick School is looking for help with 

the following: 

 Activity Bus Driver 

 Add Gary’s Receipts (everyone—please be 

saving them!) 

 Organize Clothes in Church Basement 
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Knights News 
Christmas is my favorite holiday! 
The lights, smells and sounds of 
family memories fill my heart 
with joy. It truly IS the most 
wonderful time of the year. 

 

English 5th-8th 

We finished writing our evidence 
based writing paper. We studied 
and discussed Norman Rockwell’s 
painting, Freedom from Want and we 
read the short story “Two Thanks-
giving Day Gentlemen” by O. 
Henry. Each class then had to answer the 
prompt “Do the two gentleman live in a 
society where there is freedom from 

want?” This type of writing IS more difficult. It requires many parts to each paragraph. 
It can be used in all core subjects. And it requires the kiddos to use  higher level think-
ing skills. I am so proud of the kiddos' hard work and dedication in crafting an awesome 
final piece! 

Our next work of art is  Descriptive writing. This type of writing requires us to use 
LOTS of adjectives and stronger vocabulary to “paint” a picture of the writer’s message. 
We will complete a final masterpiece on “A Gingerbread House” right before Christmas 
break. 
 

Reading 5th 

We continue to read anchor  stories in our Journeys textbook. We learned how to anno-
tate these stories by picking one of the following to focus on: char-
acterization, figurative language or word choice. We also write at 
least two questions that we may have about the story on a sticky 
note. 

We will finish up November with a STREAM (Science, Technolo-
gy. Reading, Engineering, Art and Math) activity about the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day parade. Ask us what we have learned! 

Right before 
Christmas break, 
we will start to 
read and discuss 
the novel Hound 
Dog True. I am so excited for the kiddos to put their skills to work! 
 

Reading 8th 

We continue to read different types of stories in our Collections text-
book. We have studied several different genres. We continue to practice 
how to annotate a story as well as complete a verbal and written response 
to literature.  

MS. STEPHANIE SYDOW 

6TH GRADE HOMEROOM   

READING GRADE 5—8 

ENGLISH 5—8 
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Knights News 

It’s hard to believe we are coming up on Thanks-
giving and then we all start planning for Christ-
mas, but here it comes. In P.E. students are busy 
working on different kinds of ball control skills 
and getting experience with all sizes and types of 
balls. Kindergarten will soon be using our mini-
hoops as well as dribbling to learn yet more ball 
control skills. First and second grades will be 
using the smaller basketballs we are blessed to 
have. I think they will have more success shoot-
ing with basketballs that fit them. Third and 
fourth will start on a few basketball skills as well. 
Fifth through eighth grade will also be starting on 
basketball soon.  

MRS. TONI GERVER 

K—8 PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION 

6th grade students kicking off 

Descriptive Writing with a 

“Mixed Messages” game.  



20 

MRS. DEONNE HINZ 

ART K—8   COMPUTER 5—8 

Well it is really hard to believe the first half of the year has come to a close so quickly and I 

want to take this opportunity to say thank you for the support you have given our art program 

here at Saint Patrick School. I feel it is always a blessing to work with such a wonderful staff 

and group of students.  

The classes have been working really hard on all the various projects we have been doing in 

the classroom. Whether working with pottery, pencils, paint, or pastels the students get a 

chance to show their creative side with every project they make. Also for some of the upper-

grade students we will be exploring many different styles of creating art.  

Through the month of December student will all so be exploring how we use technology to 

create art. We will be working not only with the iPads but also with the computer lab to 

make creations.  

Art Room Wish List: 

Glue Sticks, Clorox Wipes, colored posterboard, Variety of colors in pom-poms, small craft 

popsicle sticks 

May God Bless you and your family this Christmas season. 

Knights News 

The Kindergarten class created these fun turkeys from gourds provided by a much appreciated donor, 

and  Mr. and Mrs. Hinz helped with the hot gluing. Great job, students! 
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Christmas Concert canceled to Covid 

 

The Birth of Jesus. 1 [a]In those days a decree went 
out from Caesar Augustus[b] that the whole world 
should be enrolled. 2 This was the first enrollment, when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 So all went to be en-
rolled, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph too went up 
from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea, to the 
city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of 
the house and family of David, 5 to be enrolled with Mary, 
his betrothed, who was with child. 6 While they were 
there, the time came for her to have her child, 7 and she 
gave birth to her firstborn son.[c] She wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no room for them in the inn.                                                                                                    
Luke 2:1-7  NAB 

 
It is so odd that we aren’t having a Christmas program this 
year.  Although the program isn’t happening we will still 
celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Christmas songs and other songs are being sung and 
played (while wearing masks), and learning of the ele-
ments of rhythm, melody, harmony, texture, key, dy-
namics, meter in music all continue. We’ve been utilizing 
some different methods of instruction and exploration in 
music and that  

 

 

 

 

 

has proven to be quite fun sometimes! In the event that 
we have to return to remote learning, the students and 
teachers have had to learn to use new technologies; even 
in music.  We’ve done some practice doing web- 

based interaction  

(iPad not required) such as Flipgrid and Chrome Music 
Lab. We’ve also taken the time to do some fun body per-
cussion activities.  

 
I am incredibly grateful that we have been able to have 
face-to-face instruction thus far. 

That has been a great gift which I try to remember to ap-
preciate.  I suspect we all pray for normalcy to return, but 
I get impatient and have to remember Proverbs 3:5-6   
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not unto 
your own understanding. Acknowledge Him in all your 
ways and he will direct your path. 

 

MRS. LORI HILKER 

VOCAL MUSIC K-8 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 5—8 

Knights News 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202&version=NABRE#fen-NABRE-29294a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202&version=NABRE#fen-NABRE-29294b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202&version=NABRE#fen-NABRE-29300c
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7th Math 
 

In 7th grade math we are in the middle of chapter 4, learn-
ing how to solve equations. The students are understand-
ing the concepts very well, and are realizing that negatives 
will never, ever go away! 
 

Algebra 
 

In Algebra we are just starting our chapters on solving sys-
tems of equations. The students have been working unbe-
lievably hard and I couldn’t be more proud of them. Sys-
tems is my favorite chapter in the book, so I am very excit-
ed! 
 

8th Math 
 

In 8th grade math we are working through factors and ex-
ponents. These concepts are not anything new to them, 
and they are doing very well.  
 

7th Science 
 

In 7th grade science we are just ending our book about as-
tronomy. The students created their very own Martian 
calendar! Now we are about to begin our chapters on 

looking inside the Earth and are learning about minerals, 
and what the Earth’s crust is made of.  We will be work-
ing our way into the very core of the Earth. 
 

8th Science 
 

In 8th science, the students have been working through 
gravity, acceleration, and velocity.  While it has been diffi-
cult, they have been working so hard!  We did a lab where 
we built our very own accelerometer and worked through 
the differences in speed and movement. 
 

Boys Basketball 
 

We just started our first week of practice where we are 
focusing hard on fundamentals and conditioning. The boys 
are working extremely hard, and I am very excited for the 
season. Our motto this year is “every day is a great day to 
get better”.  

MR. ZACH WIESER 

7th HOMEROOM; 7—8 SCIENCE; 7—8 MATH; 8 ALGEBRA 

BOYS BASKETBALL COACH 
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Fifth Grade Social Studies 

The fifth graders have been very busy this last month and it 

does not seem to be slowing down for next month. We 

just started our chapter on the American Revolution.  We 

will be studying the Boston Tea Party, Paul’s Revere’s 

Ride, and what led up to the American Revolution.  The 

fifth graders worked on a project for Thanksgiving which 

included writing what they were thankful for and drawing 

their favorite thing from the list.  We have displayed them 

on the wall outside of the classroom.  We will also be 

writing our wish list for Christmas, plus the “meaning of 

Christmas” reports. December will be a very busy and 

short month, so we will have our work cut out for us! 

MRS. LANAE FRITSCH 

EIGHTH HOMEROOM, 
SOCIAL STUDIES 5—8;        

SCIENCE 5 & 6 

Knights News 
100 Years 1919—2019 

Sixth Grade Social Studies 

Like the fifth graders, the sixth grade 

class is on a road trip of their own.  After 

visiting Mexico and enjoying our Mexi-

can cuisine at El Puerto we have moved 

south to visit our neighbors in South 

America.  The 6th graders would like to 

thank El Puerto for their excellent hospi-

tality. South America the students are 

finding out has many rich and interesting 

cultures. If possible before Christmas 

break we will be heading over to Europe 

and Russia.  After the break we will fly 

on over to Africa and visit the Congo, 

which several students are looking for-

ward to.  I think the sixth graders are 

realizing just how blessed we are to live in the U.S.A and have the freedoms that we have.  They also wrote their 

thankful letters which are displayed on the wall! 
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MRS. LANAE FRITSCH 

EIGHTH HOMEROOM, 

SOCIAL STUDIES 5—8; SCIENCE 5 & 

Knights News 
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Seventh Grade Civics 

We have been busy examining key documents that have 

shaped U.S. history and government.  The seventh graders 

are also learning about the people who have influenced 

U.S. government and the economy.  Voting fit right into 

our discussions and learning of how the Constitution guar-

antees the civil liberties we all enjoy.  The students have 

learned how a bill becomes a law, the powers of Congress, 

the divisions of the three branches of government, and we 

have just started the state and local government. They are 

about to conclude their versions of the “Bill of Rights”, 

which when we are finished will be displayed at the school.  

We will also be writing our wish list for Christmas, plus the 

“meaning of Christmas” reports. 



27 

Knights News 

 

Eighth Grade Social Studies 

While wrapping up the Civil War we will be 

moving right into World War I, the Roaring 

Twenties, and then the Great Depression.  

This is always an educational experience for 

the 8th grade, as we learn a lot about our his-

tory during these eras.  The 8th grade social studies class 

will have on display on our classroom wall all the things 

we are grateful for this holiday season.  We will also be 

writing our wish list for Christmas, plus the “meaning of 

Christmas” reports. December will be a very busy and 

short month, so we will have our work cut out for us!  

We would all hope you have a very blessed Christmas 

season! 

5th Grade Science 

The fifth grade science class started studying the cycles of 

the ecosystems and the different biomes this month.  Each 

student will be made a replica of their favorite Biome and 

we have displayed them up front in the school.  We have 

started our study of the Earth and all of its resources.  This 

will include earthquakes, volcanoes, and how the Earth’s 

surface is shaped.  We are planning many different experi-

ments with this section.  I know the 5th graders are looking 

forward to it.    

6th Grade Science 

The 6th grade science students have started their section on 

animal behavior including animal social relationships, ver-

tebrates and invertebrates, the difference between hiber-

nating and migrating animals, plus innate and learned be-

havior.  I know the 6th graders are looking forward to more 

lab work!  Hopefully, in this section we will get the chance 

to dissect frogs!   
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I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving!  We all 

have so much to be thankful for.  I’m thankful for my fami-

ly, friends, and freedoms that I know I sometimes take for 

granted.  I’m thankful that I get to work with super ladies 

every day.  But most of all I am thankful for a loving and 

merciful God that blesses me in countless ways every day! 

Are you ready for the holidays yet!?  It’s hard to believe we 

are already to December!  I know we all look forward to 

all the sweets and goodies that come this time of year.  But 

don’t forget the wonderful fruits and vegetables that are 

available in the winter!  Apples and cranberries are two 

that come to mind.  The old saying “an apple a day keeps 

the doctor away”, is probably not far from the truth!  Ap-

ples are a wonderful source of antioxidants, flavonoids and 

dietary fiber.  And they are delicious!  There are so many 

varieties available as well.  Cranberries are another great 

fruit that can be enjoyed in a variety of ways.  Dried cran-

berries make a nutritious snack.  Cranberry sauce is a sta-

ple at Thanksgiving.  They can be used in sauces, baked 

goods, even drinks.  Cranberries are a good source of Vita-

min C but also contain Vitamins A and K and calcium and 

potassium!  No wonder they have been called a “super 

food”! 

By now I think we are all getting “covid fatigue”!  With 

that in mind please be aware that our menu often has to be 

changed at the last minute.  Availability of food and sup-

plies varies from week to week.  Some items that we used 

to be able to easily get may take a week or more to be-

come available.  Some things are unavailable from the man-

ufacturer.  Others are a “hot” commodity that supplies are 

hit or miss.  When we know that our menu will be 

changed we will try to let you know so that you can plan 

accordingly.   

As of right now the free lunches are supposed to be availa-

ble to all students until the end of the school year.  How-

ever, like everything else that can change.  We will share 

any information that we get from the state in regards to 

this program.  Please also remember that it does NOT in-

clude seconds, extra milk or milk with cold lunch.  You 

may see a lunch bill if your children take seconds frequent-

ly or bring cold lunch and get a milk.  Please continue to 

stay current so that we can keep up with our bills.  Thank 

you! 

We would like to wish everyone a Blessed Christmas sea-

son!  And look forward to the New Year! 

 

MRS. GALE SLATTERY 

HEAD COOK 



29 

We’ve started learning a few letters this month 
in the preschool class! We’ve made A alliga-
tors, B bunnies, and C caterpillars! We also 
painted purple grapes, orange shapes, and pink 
cupcakes! We’ve worked on sorting by color 
and size. For Veteran’s Day, we made army 
helmets to show our gratitude to the soldiers. 
For Thanksgiving, we made turkeys and Indian 
corn, and talked about different things we are 
thankful for. We celebrated Cecilia’s summer 
birthday during the month of November too.  

The PreK classes have been finishing their col-
ors and numbers this month. We’ve learned 
about purple, orange, pink, and brown. We’ve 
worked on our counting and numbers A 
BUNCH!! In October when the leaves were 

changing colors, we went on a leaf hunt and 
gathered a few leaves. This month, we exam-
ined the leaves at one of our centers. We also 
made a Veterans Day heart to show our appre-
ciation for the soldiers. For Thanksgiving, we 
made turkeys with feather patterns, Pilgrims 
and Native Americans, and talked about differ-
ent things we are thankful for. We read scho-
lastic magazines about Autumn and turkeys. 
We celebrated Gracelyn’s birthday and Brook-
lyn’s summer birthday in November too! 

Little Knights Preschool will be selling Eileen’s 
Cookie Dough until December 1st. If you 
would like to order some, find a preschooler or 
contact Ms. Laura or Ms. Bryn.  :-) 

News of the Little Knights 

MS. LAURA MILLER 

PRESCHOOL TEACHER 

VOLLEYBALL COACH 

PreK mixing red 

and blue plah-doh 

to make purple 

play dough 

PreK making purple 

play dough 
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PreK 3 Veterans Day Hearts 

PreK 3 Veterans 

Day hearts! 

 

 

 

Pre K 4 practice 

their Ls. 

PreK 4 Veterans 

Day hearts 
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News of the Little Knights 

PreK  

pattern  

turkeys 

PreK Pil-

grims and 

Native  

Americans. 

Pre-

school 

Thanks-

giving 

crafts. 

Preschool Veterans thank yous. 
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Menu 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  Chicken & Rice 
Casserole 
Vegetable 

Fruit 
Dinner Roll 

Milk 

2   Pulled Pork on Bun 
Baked Beans 
French Fries 

Fruit 
Milk 

3         Goulash 
Vegetable 

Fruit 
Dessert 

Milk 

4   PBJ or Tuna Salad 
Sandwich 

Salad 
Baby Carrots 

Fruit 
Milk 

5 

6 7  Chicken Nuggets 
Baked Beans 

Sweet Potato Fries 
Fruit 

Cookie 
Milk 

  

8 
  

NO 

  

SCHOOL 

9   Mandarin Orange 
Chicken 

Fried Rice 
Vegetable 

Fruit 
Dinner Roll 

Milk 

10  Deli Sandwich on 
Flatbread 

Salad 
Baby Carrots 

Fruit 
Milk 

11       Omelet 
Breakfast Cookie 
Hashbrown Patty 

Fruit 
Juice 
Milk 

12 

13 14 Corn Dog Nuggets 
Baked Beans 

Sweet Potato Fries 
Fruit 

Birthday Cake 
Milk 

  

15 
  

COOK’S 

  

CHOICE 

16 Chicken & Noodles 
Mashed Potatoes 

Vegetable 
Fruit 

Dinner Roll 
Milk 

17   Hamburger on 
Bun 

Salad 
Vegetable 

Fruit 
Milk 

18   Cheese Pizza 
Baby Carrots 

Vegetable 
Fruit 
Milk 

19 

20 21 Scallop Potatoes 
Ham 

Vegetable 
Fruit 

Dinner Roll 
Milk 

22    Hot Dog on 
Bun 

Beans 
Vegetable 

Fruit 
Milk 

23 
  

NO 

  

SCHOOL 

24 
  

CHRISTMAS 

  

EVE 

  

25 
  

MERRY 

  

CHRISTMAS 

26 

27 28 
  

NO 

  

SCHOOL 

29 
  

NO 

  

SCHOOL 

30 
  

NO 

  

SCHOOL 
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*Menu Subject to Change* 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

https://www.stpatsmccook.com/st--patrick-elementary-school



